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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.) 

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date. 

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday through Wednesday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!  



 

Blast From the Past(or)  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 27, 2019 

      Our Nation marked the 46th anniversary of the 
Constitutional ‘right’ to abortion last week and today St. 
Paul frames this definitive civil rights struggle in its Christian 
context.  To the Corinthians, St. Paul proclaims, ‘the parts 
of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more 
necessary, and those parts of the body that we consider less 
honorable we surround with greater honor, and our less 
presentable parts are treated with greater propriety.....’  
Another great theologian named Dr. Seuss breaks down St. 
Paul for us in this way: Even though you can’t see or hear 
them at all, a person’s a person no matter how small.  Wow.  
Both St. Paul and Dr. Seuss all in one paragraph?  My 
English teacher, Ms. Costanzo-Cahir would be proud (I 
hope!).  Anyway, it appears axiomatic that the Body of 
Christ is not such so long as its weakest members are 
discarded as a matter of ‘right.’  I’ve been to the March for 
Life a few times, always perplexed that the gathering recalls 
those who are silent and will never have the opportunity to 
don the fuzzy pink hats worn at last week’s other marches.  
Such is our cultural contradiction.  God-willing, common 
sense will one day move hearts to accept St. Paul’s call to 
care for the weakest members of the Body of Christ.  Or, 
maybe, Horton can move us.  Horton was ridiculed, but 
that elephant knew that a ‘person’s a person, no matter how 
small.’  

God bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 

 

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, 
Talent and Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for January 19-20: $6,030.00 

 
Prayers for the Sick 

Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Rose Marie Raviola.  
May God bring them and their families His healing, 
comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your name 
or that of a loved one included in the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

 

Monday, January 28: Saint Thomas Aquinas 

8:15 am- Florence and Louis Rich 

Tuesday, January 29: Servant of God Brother Juniper 

8:15 am- Eileen Reges 

Wednesday, January 30: Blessed Mary Angela 
Truszkowska 

8:15 am- Anne Lundgren 

Thursday, January 31: Saint John Bosco 

8:15 am- Special Intention for Rose Marie Raviola 

Friday, February 1: Saint Ansgar 

8:15 am- Paula Liuzza 

Saturday, February 2: Presentation of the Lord 

8:15 am- People of the Parish 

5:00 pm- Vincent Falcone 

Sunday, February 3: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am- Joseph Lally 

11:00 am- Carol Sicilian 

SCHEDULE CHANGE 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO 7 PM MASS 
ON FEBRUARY 3! 

7 pm Mass will resume on February 10. 

 

Mass Cards 

Having a Mass offered is a wonderful way to remember a 
deceased loved one, celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for 
any special intention you may have.  Mass Cards can be 
obtained by visiting the Parish Office Monday – Wednesday 
between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

 
Lectors and Eucharistic Minister Schedules 

The updated Lector and Eucharistic Minister schedules 
are now available both online at 
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/Thomas_More 
and also in the vestibule of the Church.  Any necessary 
updates to your availability can be made by logging into the 
above site or by contacting Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org.  Thank you so much for all you do 
for our parish! 



 

How Well Do You Know Saint Thomas More? 

The word “utopia” was actually given to us by St. Thomas 
More who used it as the title of his book, Utopia, a socio-
political satire written in 1516.  The book compared social 
and economic conditions in Europe with those of an ideal 
society on an imaginary island located off the coast of the 
Americas.  It is believed St. Thomas More coined the word 
from the Greek “ou-topos” which means “no place” or 
“nowhere.” However, some have also argued that the use 
of this word may actually have been intended as a pun, since 
the almost identical Greek word “eu-topos” means a good 
place.  So More may have actually been speaking of a “good 
place” that exists nowhere. The true intent appears to be 
known to our patron saint alone! 

 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
We hope you’ll join us on Friday, February 1 for 
Eucharistic Adoration beginning with Exposition at 8:30 am 
and concluding with Benediction at Noon.  Whether you 
can come for hours or even just 10 minutes, all are invited 
to spend some quiet time with Jesus.   

 
Office of Child & Youth Protection 

The Office of Child & Youth Protection is actively seeking 
new Protecting God’s Children facilitators from around the 
Diocese.  This is an extremely important ministry in our 
Diocese to assist in creating a safe environment for our 
Church and to help educate our volunteers and employees 
in the area of awareness and prevention of child sexual 
abuse.  The Office will be conducting its next training in the 
spring (March/April) at St. Paul Inside the Walls in 
Madison.  Anyone interested in becoming a facilitator, or 
for more information on what is involved, can contact Eric 
Wilsusen, Director of the Office of Child & Youth 
Protection at ewilsusen@patersondiocese.org. 

 

 
Blessing of the Throats 

In honor of the Feast of Saint Blaise on Sunday, February 
3, the Blessing of the Throats will take place at all Masses 
next weekend.  For a little background to any unfamiliar 
with this practice, tradition tells us that St. Blaise was a 
physician in the fourth century known for performing 
miraculous cures.  After later being named bishop of 
Sebastia he was sent to prison as part of the Christian 
persecutions of the time. But somehow not unlike the 
experience of doctors today, we’re told “patients” still 
found him.  On his way to prison a boy in danger of 
choking from a fishbone was brought to him.  St. Blaise 
prayed over and cured the boy.  Further along the journey 
he encountered a woman in distress whose pig had been 
taken by a wolf.  He commanded the wolf to let the pig go, 
and amazingly, it did.  To thank him for this kindness, the 
woman brought Blaise two candles to light his jail cell.  
And the rest, as they say, is history.  Since then those who 
are sick, especially those with throat ailments, have 
invoked his intercession.  This led to the custom of the 
blessing of throats where two crossed candles are held over 
the head or touched to the throat while the prayer of St. 
Blaise is pronounced and God’s blessing imparted.  So 
whether you have a wolf problem or would just like to seek 
protection against ailments of the throat, all are welcome 
to be a part of this beautiful tradition next week. 

 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

If you haven’t yet responded to the 2018 Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal, there’s still time! 2018 Appeal funds are used to 
support ministries and programs through the end of the 
diocesan fiscal year on June 30, 2019. Your gift is a great 
blessing and is valued so we can serve Christ by serving his 
people. For your convenience, you can also still make an 
online gift at www.2018appeal.org. 

 
Food and Fellowship for Single Parishioners 

St. Thomas More’s Food and Fellowship for Single 
Parishioners will meet next on Tuesday, February 5 at 
12:30 pm at Luocco’s, 207 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham 
Park (across the street from Leonardis Memorial Home). 
Our luncheon is a no-host fellowship gathering.  Please 
contact Monika Mangan at 973-451-1499 for more 
information and/or to RSVP. 


