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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.) 

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date. 

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday through Wednesday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!  



 

Blast From the Past(or)  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 3, 2019 

      Aaaah, love.  It is the millennia-old impetus for poetry, 
art and sometimes even war.  Everyone knows of Dante and 
Beatrice, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton.  There was 
Fonzie and Pinky Tuscadero, Ross and Rachel, Pippa 
Middleton and yours truly.  But what we discover in St. 
Paul’s iconic letter to the Corinthians is that love is far more 
than an emotion and even less a meme.  When we read, love 
is patient, love is kind.....we can almost recite by heart that 
which we reflect upon at countless weddings.  With this, St. 
Paul takes us beyond that which our culture portends to be 
love.  In explaining St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, 
Dr. Christopher West reminds us that ‘people can only live 
with counterfeit love for so long as it scars us.  Rather than 
self-indulgence, true love is self-donation.’  With Christ as 
the Incarnation of authentic human love, we can listen with 
greater sensitivity to St. Paul’s words.  In short, love is a big 
deal.  Thus we do well to take Dr. West’s observations to 
heart: the truth of Church teaching on love can be confirmed 
in the wounds of a culture that has rejected it.  God loves 
you.  Let us go and do the same.  

God bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, 
Talent and Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for January 19-20: $5,647.25 

 

Second Collection 

Our “Second Collection” will be taken next weekend, the 
second Sunday of the month.  However, we will continue 
to take only one collection at Mass, so please place your 
second collection envelope in the basket together with your 
first one. Thank you! 

 
Prayers for the Sick 

Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Rose Marie Raviola, 
Phil Barrett and Mary O’Rourke.  May God bring them 
and their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in the request for healing prayers in our weekly 
bulletin, please send an email to smarshall@stmnj.org. 

 

Monday, February 4: Saint Joseph of Leonissa 

8:15 am- Charlie Dalio  

Tuesday, February 5: Saint Agatha 

8:15 am- Sandy Cutrone 

Wednesday, February 6: Saint Paul Miki and 
Companions 

8:15 am- Terry Manelski 

Thursday, February 7: Saint Colette 

8:15 am- Special Intention for Mary O’Rourke 

Friday, February 8: Saint Josephine Bakhita 

8:15 am- Michael Christie 

Saturday, February 9: Saint Jerome Emiliani 

8:15 am- Joseph Bisz 

5:00 pm- George Cahill 

Sunday, February 10: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am- Mary Reisch 

11:00 am- Margaret and Anthony Garcia 

7:00 pm- Special Intention for Phil Barrett 

 

Mass Cards 

Having a Mass offered is a wonderful way to remember a 
deceased loved one, celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for 
any special intention you may have.  Mass Cards can be 
obtained by visiting the Parish Office Monday – Wednesday 
between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

 
Lectors and Eucharistic Minister Schedules 

The updated Lector and Eucharistic Minister schedules 
through March are now available both online at 
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/Thomas_More 
and also in the vestibule of the Church.  Any necessary 
updates to your availability can be made by logging into the 
above site or by contacting Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org.  Thank you so much for all you do 
for our parish! 



 

How Well Do You Know Saint Thomas More? 

The Road Not Taken: In February of 1496 St. Thomas 
More was admitted as a student to Lincoln’s Inn, and in 
1501, at age 23, he was called to the bar.  For the next three 
years he was reader in law at Furnival’s Inn and then 
entered Parliament.  However, while living near a 
Carthusian monastery, he became quite interested in their 
way of life, joining their spiritual exercises and 
contemplating priesthood.  He is also said to have 
considered becoming one of the Friars Minor of the 
Observance.  Ultimately he decided that neither secular 
priesthood nor monastic life was for him, though he 
remained very dedicated to his Catholic faith throughout 
his life and followed a number of ascetic and spiritual 
practices such as fasting, corporal mortification and a 
regular rule of prayer.  

(Sources: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/st-thomas-more-
499; and http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/THOMASMO.htm.) 

 
As a reminder, our Clothing Drive for Catholic Charities 
will be held NEXT WEEKEND!  Donations may be left 
in the designated area of the vestibule of the Church 
between Thursday, February 7 and Sunday, February 10.  
Please note due to storage limitations we can only accept 
items at those times.  Thank you, as always, for your 
generosity! 

 

Save the Date!! 
St. Thomas More’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day 

Celebration is Coming… 
All are welcome to our annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 
on Saturday, March 16, 2019 from 6–10 pm at the VFW 
Hall at 45 Tabor Road in Morris Plains.  There will again 
be music provided by our favorite DJ, Alan, and of course 
delicious, Irish food from C&J’s Deli in Madison.  
Admission will be $35.00 per person, with kids under 14 
free.  To join us, please place your payment in one of the 
envelopes in the vestibule of the Church, indicate your 
name and the number of people in your party, and drop it 
in the collection basket or in the black mailbox outside the 
Parish Office.  Please make checks payable to “St. Thomas 
More Parish.”  For more information, please call the Parish 
Office at 973-267-5330 or Mary Murphy at 973 538-9896. 

 
An Evening with the Sisters 

For High School Young Women 
All high school young women are cordially invited this 
Friday, February 8 from 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm for dinner, 
prayer, activities and a chance to meet Sisters from many 
different religious congregations.  The evening will take 
place at the Academy of Saint Elizabeth, 2 Convent Road 
here in Convent Station.  Please R.S.V.P. by February 5 to 
Sr. Maryanne Tracey, SC at mtracey@scnj.org or (973) 
290-5325. 

Food and Fellowship for Single Parishioners 

St. Thomas More’s Food and Fellowship for Single 
Parishioners will meet next on Tuesday, February 5 at 
12:30 pm at Luocco’s, 207 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham 
Park (across the street from Leonardis Memorial Home). 
Our luncheon is a no-host fellowship gathering.  Please 
contact Monika Mangan at 973-451-1499 for more 
information and/or to RSVP. 

 
It’s Groundhog Day! 

Although unlike Bill Murray’s cynical Phil Connors in the 
movie Groundhog Day we’re probably not going to live 
this February 2 over and over, we can use this day and its 
roots as an opportunity for reflection in the midst of a cold 
winter.  This “holiday” and its tradition of asking a 
slumbering groundhog to look for his shadow began in 
Pennsylvania in 1887 and was actually inspired by the 
European tradition of Candlemas.  Candlemas is known 
as the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord, or the Feast 
of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
celebrates the presentation of Jesus in the temple 40 days 
after His birth.  It is celebrated in the Anglican, Methodist, 
Orthodox and Lutheran Churches.  Perhaps this weekend 
as we listen intently to hear whether Punxsutawney Phil in 
fact saw his shadow, we can also take a moment to consider 
how rather than shrinking from the shadows we may 
encounter in our own world we can ourselves be a 
presentation of Jesus and His great love in the way we live 
our lives. 


