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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.) 

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date. 

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday through Wednesday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!  



 

Blast From the Past(or)  
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 17, 2019 

      Level with me....... This is a common, informal request 
to those from whom we value honesty.  It’s a plea for the 
opinion of those whom we hold in esteem.  Level with me 
also anticipates our vulnerability to observations that might 
make us uncomfortable.  I once asked a buddy who is a 
scratch golfer to level with me about my golf game, 
requesting his critique of my swing.  He replied, ‘T, your 
swing reminds me of an unfolding lawn chair.’  Didn’t see 
that coming.  While I’ve still no idea what he meant, it did 
not feel good (Hey, the guy is from Kansas City, so I held 
out hope that maybe it was a Midwest compliment.).  I once 
asked my Rockaway, NJ Little League coaches if I would 
ever get looked at by any Division I baseball schools.  They 
leveled with me.  I am unable to reproduce their heartfelt 
replies in a Church bulletin (I was told that I was a good 
bench presence, though. Plus, I was a really good at finding 
dandelions in right field.).  But the reality did not feel good. 
In Luke’s Beatitudes today, Jesus levels with us and it’s not 
pleasant to hear.  Jesus speaks not from the heights of 
Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, but from the level ground 
of Luke’s Sermon on the Plain.  Jesus proffers frank talk to 
those who pine for the Christian parameters for a truly happy 
life.  What is your source of happiness?  Jesus says our 
humanity is not fulfilled on this earth but in our self-
forgetfulness.  Level with me.  In what rests your deepest 
desire?  Tough stuff.....  

God Bless you!!!!!!!!! 

 

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, 
Talent and Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for February 9-10: $6,303.25 
Second Collection for February: $1,213.00 

 

2018 Contribution Statements 

2018 Contribution Statements are available near the 
collection envelopes in the vestibule of the Church.  If you 
are unable to locate your statement, would like a copy 
emailed to you or have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact the Parish Office at 973-267-5330 or 
secretary@stmnj.org.  Thanks to everyone for your 
continued generosity to our parish—we could not do what 
we do without you!!    

 

Monday, February 18: Blessed John of Fiesole 

8:15 am- Jeanine Hundt 

Tuesday, February 19: Saint Conrad of Piacenza 

8:15 am- Michael J. Faul, Sr. 

Wednesday, February 20: Saints Jacinta and Francisco 
Marto 

8:15 am- Sister Rosemary Campbell 

Thursday, February 21: Saint Peter Damian 

8:15 am- Evelyn Marie DeGonge 

Friday, February 22: Chair of Saint Peter 

8:15 am- Luis Dacosta Gomez 

Saturday, February 23: Saint Polycarp 

8:15 am- Robert Keenan 

5:00 pm- Peter Iorlano 

Sunday, February 24: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am- Ralph Cardello 

11:00 am- Vanessa Moreira 

7:00 pm- Dominick Denegri 

 

Mass Cards 

Having a Mass offered is a wonderful way to remember a 
deceased loved one, celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for 
any special intention you may have.  Mass Cards can be 
obtained by visiting the Parish Office Monday – Wednesday 
between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

 
Prayers for the Sick 

Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Rose Marie 
Raviola, Phil Barrett, Mary Murphy and Arwyn Dias.  May 
God bring them and their families His healing, comfort 
and peace.  If you would like to have your name or that of 
a loved one included in the request for healing prayers in 
our weekly bulletin, please send an email to 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 



 

How Well Do You Know Saint Thomas More? 

On October 31, 2000, St. John Paul II declared St. Thomas 
More the “heavenly Patron of Statesmen and Politicians,” 
saying, in part: 

“The life and martyrdom of Saint Thomas More have been 
the source of a message which spans the centuries and 
which speaks to people everywhere of the inalienable 
dignity of the human conscience, which, as the Second 
Vatican Council reminds us, is ‘the most intimate centre 
and sanctuary of a person, in which he or she is alone with 
God, whose voice echoes within them’ (Gaudium et Spes, 
16).  Whenever men or women heed the call of truth, their 
conscience then guides their actions reliably towards good.  
Precisely because of the witness which he bore, even at the 
price of his life, to the primacy of truth over power, Saint 
Thomas More is venerated as an imperishable example of 
moral integrity.  And even outside the Church, particularly 
among those with responsibility for the destinies of peoples, 
he is acknowledged as a source of inspiration for a political 
system which has as its supreme goal the service of the 
human person.” 

(Source: Apostolic Letter by Pope John Paul II issued Motu Proprio 
on October 31, 2000) 

 
Counters 

The parish is in need of adults who can offer 1.5 – 2 hours 
one Monday a month to assist in counting the weekly 
collections.  Counting takes place at the Parish Office on 
Monday mornings.  If interested, please contact the Parish 
Office at 973-267-5330 or secretary@stmnj.org for more 
details.   

Lectors 
Proclaiming the Word of God is a tremendous privilege but 
also a tremendous joy.  It is a wonderful yet easy way to 
become more involved in the Mass and share your gifts with 
our community.  New lectors are always needed and very 
welcome.  You can serve at as many or as few Masses as 
you would like and choose the times that are convenient for 
you.  If interested, please contact Ginny Lund at 
vdwlund@aol.com for more information. 

Thank you for considering being part of these important 
ministries! 

 

Save the Date!! 
St. Thomas More’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day 

Celebration is Coming… 
All are welcome to our annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration on Saturday, March 16, 2019 from 6–10 pm 
at the VFW Hall at 45 Tabor Road in Morris Plains.  
There will again be music provided by our favorite DJ, 
Alan, and of course delicious, Irish food from C&J’s Deli 
in Madison.  Admission will be $35.00 per person, with 
kids under 14 free.  Information on how to RSVP will 
follow.  For more information, please call the Parish 
Office at 973-267-5330. 

 
Women’s Cornerstone Retreat 

March 15 - 16, 2019 
“He Restores My Soul” 

What is the Women’s Cornerstone Retreat?  It is a 
program for spiritual renewal and personal growth.  It is 
an experience for women by women.  We come together 
to grow in the knowledge and love of God.  During the 24-
hour retreat, you will listen to the faith journeys of other 
women, and focus on your own spiritual development.  It’s 
a time for you to engage in quiet reflection, and to get to 
know other Catholic women.  The retreat will take place 
at Villa Pauline Retreat and Spiritual Center in Mendham, 
and the cost is $150.00.  Please contact Chrissy West at 
973-809-1646 or costa1112@yahoo.com for more 
information or to register. 

 
Of Possible Interest… 

Looking for resources for Catholic news, faith, dating, 
entertainment, travel, health and finance, all collected with 
seniors in mind?  A new website, catholicseniors.com 
offers all of that and more.  Check it out! 

Please Note the Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday, February 18 in observation of 
Presidents’ Day. 


