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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.)

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass, 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date.

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast From the Past(or)  
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 13, 2019 

Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to 
God...? 

A lack of gratitude can be frustrating and disappointing, 
even to Jesus.  When the guy I let merge onto South Street 
doesn’t give me the ‘thank you’ wave, it hurts (and then I 
follow, tailgating him, evoking true Christian witness…long 
story.).  If we hold a door for someone and they don’t say 
‘thank you,’ it bristles us, going against the grain of what we 
know as good and proper.  In fact, Thank you, thank you 
very much are words widely familiar to us as Elvis’ signature 
sign-off after he’d performed.  Ah, the King.  My hope was 
to purchase a bell-bottomed, sequined, white jumpsuit for 
the parish, but the stingy finance council will not approve 
the funds.  (If anyone can tell me who starred opposite Elvis 
in either Clambake or Speedway, there is a major prize to 
go along with my admiration.  C’mon, this is easy trivia, as 
these are classic films.)  I spend a lot of my time in ministry 
trying to perfect Elvis’ snarled upper lip.  That’s your 
offertory money hard at work.  Sorry.  I’m off track yet 
again.  The Gospel puts Elvis’ quip at the core of 
Christianity: thanksgiving is the starting point prayer.  
Gratitude to God is the default position of the Christian.  In 
fact, ‘Thank You’ are the last words of the Mass before we 
go out to our day.  From the thankful leper in the Gospel, 
to Elvis, to each and every one of us, it’s the ‘thank you’ that 
brings every healing, blessing and grace to its completion.  
Sometimes we observe young people with every comfort 
and latest smart device or expensive piece of clothing who 
never seem to recognize the sacrifice their demands 
require.  But today we recall that gratitude is the defining 
attribute of Saints and it also makes for good American 
citizens.  But enough preaching for now, Elvis has left the 
building.....

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, 
Talent and Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for October 5-6: $5,925.25 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 
October 14 in observance of Columbus Day.   

As a reminder, regular Parish Office hours are Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 am – 2 pm.  At all other 
times, please call 973-267-5330 in an emergency or for an 
appointment.  Thank you! 

Monday, October 14: Saint Callistus I 
8:15 am- Father Francis Feenan 
Tuesday, October 15: Saint Teresa of Avila 
8:15 am- Eileen O’Brien 
Wednesday, October 16: Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 
8:15 am- Helen Bass 
Thursday, October 17: Saint Ignatius of Antioch 
8:15 am- Dominick Costa 
Friday, October 18: Saint Luke 
8:15 am- Matthew Stella 
Saturday, October 19: Saints Isaac Jogues, Jean de 
Brébeuf, and Companions 
8:15 am- Patrick and Imelda Roche 
5:00 pm- Anthony Gervasio 
Sunday, October 20: Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
9:00 am- Walter Wary 
11:00 am- Judy Strout 
7:00 pm-  Madison Torres 

The Sanctuary Lamp will be lit this week in memory of 
Father Francis Feenan. 

If you are a family member or friend of the person being 
remembered at a Sunday Mass, please feel free to 
approach an usher and offer to bring up the gifts. 

Mass Cards 
Having a Mass offered is a wonderful way to remember a 
deceased loved one, celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for 
any special intention you may have.  Mass Cards can be 
obtained by visiting the Parish Office Monday, Tuesday or 
Thursday between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Phil Barrett, Bob 
Bass, Karen Cutaneo, Fred Donikowski, Florence 
Kearney, Christopher Popp, Edmond Sherry, Flynn 
Sullivan and Frank Sweeney.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in the request for healing prayers in our weekly 
bulletin, please send an email to Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 



Ministry Needs – Can You Help? 
We are in great need of volunteers to assist us in the 
following ministries: 

- Counters:  We’re looking for adults who can offer 1.5 – 
2 hours one Monday a month to assist in counting the 
weekly collections.  Counting takes place at the Parish 
Office on Monday mornings.  If interested, please contact 
the Parish Office for more details.   
- Eucharistic Ministers: Being a Eucharistic Minister is a 
beautiful way to participate even more fully in the Mass.  
There is no time commitment outside of Mass, so it’s a 
great opportunity for those with even the busiest of 
schedules to serve.  We are especially in need of ministers 
to serve at the 7 pm Mass.  Parishioners and non-
parishioners are most welcome.  Please contact Sue 
Marshall for more information at smarshall@stmnj.org.  

- Lectors:  Proclaiming the Word of God is a tremendous 
privilege and also a great joy.  New lectors are always 
needed and very welcome.  You can serve at as many or 
as few Masses as you would like and choose the times that 
are convenient for you.  If interested, please contact 
Ginny Lund at vdwlund@aol.com for more information. 

- Religious Education: We are looking for teachers to 
assist on Sunday mornings.  Classes are small and 
materials will be provided.  Please contact Teresa Thomas 
at teresathomas2014@gmail.com for more information. 

Wee Wednesdays - Free Fun for Tots and 
Caregivers at St. Vincent Martyr in Madison 

Toddlers and their caregivers are invited to enjoy these 
FREE events at St. Vincent Martyr School in Madison.  
Space is limited.  Event registration is required.  No 
admission without a ticket.  Register online at 
http://www.eventzilla.net/user/svmsnj or visit their website 
to learn more at https://www.svmsnj.org: 

 October 23, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Halloween story time and pumpkin painting 

 November 6, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Autumnal story time and tot-friendly craft 

 November 20, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Bubble fun time with visiting “bubbleologist” 

 December 4, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas story time and tot-friendly craft 

 December 18, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Dickens-era holiday magician 

 “A Night at the Museum” Gala –  
Time is Running Out! 

Last call if you’d like to attend or otherwise support A 
Night at the Museum Gala, our main parish fundraiser.  
This Black Tie Optional event will take place at the 
Newark Museum, 49 Washington Street in Newark.  
The evening will begin with cocktails at 5:30 pm with 
dinner immediately following.  Music will be provided by 
The Infernos.  A complimentary bus will arrive at the St. 
Thomas More parking lot at 4:30 pm and leave promptly 
at 4:45 pm to bring attendees to the Newark Museum.  
The bus will leave the museum at 10:45 pm to return to 
the church.  If you would like to attend or to separately 
make a donation, please contact the Parish Office.   

Also, don’t forget to stop by after Mass to buy your Gala 
50/50 raffle ticket.  Tickets are $50 each and one winner 
will take home the grand prize!!   

For additional information, please contact:  
Sharon O’Neil: 973-462-5102 
Jeanne Bass: 201-400-8881 
Ginny Lund: 201-602-4665 
Mary Murphy 973-538-9896 

Food and Fellowship for Single Parishioners 
You are invited to join single parishioners for our 
monthly luncheon gathering.  We will meet this Tuesday, 
October 15th at 12:30 pm at 54 Main Bar & Grille, 
Madison.  Our gathering is a no-host fellowship get-
together.  Please contact Monika Mangan at 973-451-
1499 for more information and/or to RSVP. 

Sisters of Charity Harvest Festival Dinner 
The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth are hosting their 
annual Harvest Festival at The Madison Hotel on 
Tuesday, November 5th from 6:30 – 10:00 p.m.  Come 
and enjoy cocktails, dinner and dancing to the music of 
Tim McLoone and the Shirleys.  Special honorees this 
year are Rev. Msgr. George F. Hundt, pastor at St. Vincent 
Martyr Church in Madison, for the Caritas Award, and 
Joan Barron, retired co-principal at Mother Seton 
Regional High School in Clark, for the Mehegan Award. 
Cost of dinner tickets is $200 per person.  If you would 
like to attend this special event or place a journal ad 
congratulating this year’s honorees, please contact the 
Sisters of Charity Development Office at 973-290-
5409/5454 or email svail@scnj.org. 


