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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.)

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass, 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date.

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast From the Past(or)  
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe 
November 24, 2019 

Save yourself....

And there we have it: a succinct rally cry of those who 
would reject the very Overture of God, ‘sneering,’ as we’re 
told in the Gospel, at the very Face of their Redemption. 
While in contorted agony, Christ is spat upon, ridiculed 
and told, ‘thanks for nothing, save yourself.’  At this 
conclusion of Ordinary Time, we proclaim the King of 
Kings Who gives Himself for us, without even a rebuttal or 
retort to His rejection.  In my simple mind, I desire Jesus 
to stand up for Himself, responding from the Cross like 
this: ‘Are you being for real, ‘bro?  Are you talking to Me? 
Who is this guy?  Save Myself?!?!  I just healed lepers, fed 
thousands of hungry people with side orders of sight, 
speech and solidarity, and, oh, yeah, I also raised people 
from the dead, opened the gates of Heaven and ransomed 
everybody.  I guess a little ‘thank you’ was too much to hope 
for.’  Ok, um, perhaps my version of this Gospel would not 
be accepted as canonical by the early Church.  Thankfully, 
I am not Jesus and neither is George Costanza who 
famously saved himself from a fire by pushing women and 
children out of his way.  He explained, ‘as the leader, if I 
die, all hope is lost’! (Name the clown in that classic Seinfeld 
episode and win my serious admiration).  But the point is, 
Christ the King endures the rants and gossips of the world, 
even as He suffocates for it.  In the death of this King is 
Hope personified.  His spilled Blood satiates our deepest 
desire and His last breaths are spent to comfort a criminal. 
Truly this man is the Son of God.  May we Advent well for 
the coming of the King.   

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Stewardship of Time, 
Talent and Treasure! 

Weekly Collection for November 16-17: $4,608.25 

Throughout the month of November we will remember in 
prayer in a special way those who have passed before us.  All 
are invited to inscribe the names of deceased loved ones in 
the Book of Remembrance located near the Baptismal font 
and also to leave any Memorial Offering you may have in 
the basket on the Altar. 

Please note the Parish Office will be closed on Thursday, 
November 28 in honor of the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Monday, November 25: Saint Catherine Of Alexandria 
8:15 am- Leonard Bendzin 
               Terry Manelski 
Tuesday, November 26: Saint Columban 
8:15 am- Peter and Julia Rend 
Wednesday, November 27: Saint Francesco Antonio 
Fasani 
8:15 am- John Carlin 
Thursday, November 28: Saint James Of The Marche 
8:15 am- Rosemarie Raiola 
Friday, November 29: Saint Clement 
8:15 am- Janis Murphy 
Saturday, November 30: Saint Andrew 
8:15 am- Richard and Kathleen Roche 
5:00 pm- Sal Callerame 
Sunday, December 1: First Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am- Sister Christina Marie Cables 
11:00 am- Arlene DiLorenzo 
7:00 pm- Joan Dyer 

Mass Cards 
Having a Mass offered is a wonderful way to remember a 
deceased loved one, celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for 
any special intention you may have.  Mass Cards can be 
obtained by visiting the Parish Office Monday, Tuesday or 
Thursday between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Phil Barrett, Bob 
Bass, Karen Cutaneo, Fred Donikowski, Paul 
Gamerdinger, Florence Kearney, Barbara Kline, 
Christopher Popp, Edmond Sherry, Flynn Sullivan and 
Frank Sweeney.  May God bring them and their families 
His healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have 
your name or that of a loved one included in the request 
for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an 
email to Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Attention Lectors
The lector workbooks for Liturgical Year A 2020 are now 
available in the back sacristy.  Lectors are requested to 
please pick up a copy and sign the sheet that will be there.
Thank you for all you do for St. Thomas More! 



St. Thomas More Advent Series –  
“Advent of the Heart” 

Join Father Tom for three evening meetings of prayer, 
reflection and discussion on the work of Fr. Alfred Delp, 
S.J.  Through the book, Advent of the Heart, this series will 
examine the writings and sermons Fr. Delp produced 
during the Advents he spent in Tegel Prison, Berlin.  
Hanged by the Nazis on January 2, 1945, Fr. Delp crafted 
much of his work while he was in handcuffs.  In his 
approaching death, Fr. Delp proclaimed, all life is Advent! 
Surely his story and prophetic message give us hope, 
encouragement and a perspective sorely lacking in our 
privileged times.  These sessions will take place at 7 pm in 
the basement meeting room on Tuesdays, December 3, 
December 10 and December 17.  All are very welcome to 
attend as many of these sessions as you are able.  Hope to 
see you there.  And hopefully there will even be coffee! 

Giving Tree for Catholic Charities 
Our religious education students will be setting up the 
parish Giving Tree after the 9 am Mass this Sunday.  Please 
stop by and take a tag to help fulfill the Christmas wish of a 
child, senior or other adult in need in our community.  
Catholic Charities will be distributing these items 
throughout Passaic, Morris and Sussex Counties.  Please be 
sure to return all gifts to the church vestibule no later than 
Sunday, December 15. God bless you for your generosity 
in sharing the true Christmas spirit with those around us. 

An Evening of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
All are welcome to join us on Wednesday, December 18 at 
7 pm in the church for prayer and reflection in 
remembrance and honor of our loved ones who have 
passed away.  It will be a beautiful way to celebrate the 
Advent and Christmas seasons with those who are no 
longer with us in person, but always with us in spirit.   

Advent Penance Service 
Our Advent Penance Service will be held on Wednesday, 
December 11 at 7 pm in the church.  Opportunity for 
Individual Confessions will follow immediately afterwards.  
It’s a great opportunity to prepare our hearts for the Birth 
of our Savior through this powerful Sacrament. 

In Gratitude 
Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to 

each other in the human family.  
Thank you for being with us in all our joys and sorrows, 
for your comfort in our sadness, your companionship in 

our loneliness.  
Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow and for the 

whole of our lives.  
Thank you for friends, for health and for grace.  

May we live this and every day conscious of all that has 
been given to us. 

From The Catholic Prayer Book, compiled by Msgr. Michael 
Buckley 

Wishing all a happy, healthy and blessed Thanksgiving!

Bishop’s Annual Appeal – “For I Was Hungry” 
This time of year, as we come together to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, please consider making a gift to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal as a way to give thanks for our 
many blessings. Each year, tens of thousands of people in 
profound need seek out the services of our Catholic 
Charities and, with the help from the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal, they find an open door and a compassionate 
response. Please make a pledge to our Annual Appeal 
today! For your convenience, you can make an online gift 
or pledge at www.2019appeal.org. 

This year, Saint Thomas More parishioners are invited 
to experience their Best Advent Ever by participating 
in this FREE online program. Sign up at 
BestAdventEver.com.  Beginning with the first Sunday 
of Advent, receive daily emails with short, 
inspirational videos, practical tips for incorporating 
Advent into your everyday life, and real-life stories to 
encourage you in your faith journey.  Register now so 
you don’t miss a day of your Best Advent Ever! 


