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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm (Please note there will be 
no 7 pm Mass on holiday weekends.)

Daily Mass: Monday – Saturday 8:15 am 

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass, 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least 8 weeks in advance of the desired date.

Marriage: Please call or email the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
should be made at least one year in advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please call or stop by the 
Parish Office between 9 am - 2 pm, Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, 
or send an email to info@stmnj.org. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast From the Past(or)  
First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019

      Stay awake..... 

      Happy Advent!!!  This is the definitive Expectation of all 
times: the Coming of the Savior in Word Made Flesh. 
Whether we realize it or not, our whole being clamors in wait 
for God to reveal Himself in Love. Fully aware of His 
creation, God then sent His Son as a Child for the Salvation 
of the whole world.  This is a freeing, if not mind-blowing 
proclamation.  The shock of Christmas places my hope for 
gifts like a Darth Vader Night Light or a Holly Hobbie Easy-
Bake Oven (do they still make those?  I never got one as a 
kid. I’m so over that slight, of course, but I’m just, um, asking 
for a friend) and my anticipation for the Hallmark Channel 
Christmas movies in proper perspective.  Why?  Well, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed, so writes St. Paul to the Romans.  Advent highlights 
our Salvation in God Who is Love.  Can a Child save the 
world?  With God all things are possible, and in this Beauty 
we find our worth, value and meaning.  It is telling that Advent 
falls so close to Thanksgiving, because as Walter Bruggemann 
writes, God’s gifts disrupt our selfishness and indifference.  I 
like that.  I’m going with it.  Advent is the most profound 
interruption of our ego.  Thank you, God, for this alteration 
of our regular schedules and thoughts.  For the next weeks, 
our focus is the interruption of a Child to be born.  And as we 
all know, a new baby changes everything..... 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Due to the early holiday publishing deadline, the Weekly 
Collection for November 23-24 will be included in next 
week’s bulletin. 

Second Collection
As a reminder, our monthly “Second Collection” will be 
taken next weekend, the second Sunday of the month.  
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Advent Novena Masses at Corpus Christi in 
Chatham 

Corpus Christi Parish in Chatham will be hosting the 
Filipino tradition of Advent Novena Masses from December 
15-23 at 7:30 pm.  Everyone is invited to attend the Eucharist 
that will be in English.  Please invite your friends and family 
to join as a spiritual offering in anticipation for the birth of 
Our Lord.  For any questions, please contact Ms. Cecille 
West at cecillewest@gmail.com. 

Monday, December 2: Blessed Rafal Chylinski
8:15 am- Janis Murphy 
Tuesday, December 3: Saint Francis Xavier
8:15 am- Vance Lopp 
Wednesday, December 4: Saint John Damascene
8:15 am- Judith Tirotta 
Thursday, December 5: Saint Sabas
8:15 am- Rodney LaSalle 
Friday, December 6: Saint Nicholas
8:15 am- Judy Lynn Low 
Saturday, December 7: Saint Ambrose 
8:15 am- Geraldine Seely 
5:00 pm- Norma Jean Artusi 
Sunday, December 8: Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 am- Maureen Brodeur 
11:00 am- Anna Presutti 
                 Constantine Carras 
7:00 pm- Sandy Clyde 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
We hope you’ll join us on Friday, December 6 for 
Eucharistic Adoration beginning with Exposition at 8:30 
am and concluding with Benediction at Noon.  Whether 
you can come for hours or even just 10 minutes, all are 
invited to spend some quiet time with Jesus.  It’s a beautiful 
way at the beginning of Advent to find some moments of 
reflective silence amidst all of the noise that can surround 
us this time of year. 

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers –  
New Schedule Now Available 

The schedule for December and January is now available 
in the Church vestibule and also online by logging into 
your St. Thomas More minister profile at: 
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/Thomas_More
As a reminder, Masses for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of God (i.e. New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day) are 
being handled manually, outside of the scheduling 
program.  Lector sign-up sheets are in the back Sacristy 
and Eucharistic Minister sign-up sheets are in the Sacristy 
behind the Altar. Please always feel free to contact Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org with any questions or 
issues.  Thank you for sharing your gifts with our parish! 



St. Thomas More Advent Series –  
“Advent of the Heart” 

Join Father Tom for three evening meetings of prayer, 
reflection and discussion on the work of Fr. Alfred Delp, S.J. 
Through the book, Advent of the Heart, this series will 
examine the writings and sermons Fr. Delp produced during 
the Advents he spent in Tegel Prison, Berlin.  Hanged by 
the Nazis on January 2, 1945, Fr. Delp crafted much of his 
work while he was in handcuffs.  In his approaching death, 
Fr. Delp proclaimed, all life is Advent!  Surely his story and 
prophetic message give us hope, encouragement and a 
perspective sorely lacking in our privileged times.  These 
sessions will take place at 7 pm in the basement meeting 
room on Tuesdays, December 3, December 10 and 
December 17.  All are very welcome to attend as many of 
these sessions as you are able.  Hope to see you there.  And 
hopefully there will even be coffee! 

Giving Tree for Catholic Charities 
Our religious education students will be setting up the parish 
Giving Tree after the 9 am Mass this Sunday.  Please stop by 
and take a tag to help fulfill the Christmas wish of a child, 
senior or other adult in need in our community.  Catholic 
Charities will be distributing these items throughout Passaic, 
Morris and Sussex Counties.  Please be sure to return all 
gifts to the church vestibule no later than Sunday, December 
15. God bless you for your generosity in sharing the true 
Christmas spirit with those around us. 

An Evening of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
All are welcome to join us on Wednesday, December 18 in 
the church for prayer and reflection in remembrance and 
celebration of our loved ones who have passed away.  It will 
be a beautiful way to celebrate the Advent and Christmas 
seasons with those who are no longer with us in person, but 
always with us in spirit.   

Advent Penance Service 
Our Advent Penance Service will be held on Monday, 
December 16 at 7 pm in the church.  Opportunity for 
Individual Confessions will follow immediately afterwards.  
It’s a great opportunity to help prepare our hearts for the 
Birth of our Savior through this powerful Sacrament. 

Please join us as we celebrate the Baptism of Austin James 
Kostyak this weekend and welcome this little one into our 
Catholic family.  May God bless Austin and his family on 
this special day and always! 

Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon 
The Women’s Guild will hold its Annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Wednesday, December 11 at Restaurant 
Serenade in Chatham at 12:30 pm.  The cost per person 
is $40.00 and includes a full lunch and a glass of wine. 
Please RSVP to Pat Briscoe at 973-267-8276 or Bridie 
Murphy at 973-539-5008.  All checks should be made 
payable to St. Thomas More Women’s Guild.  All women 
of the parish are welcome.  Hope to see you there! 

Little Blue Advent Books 
The Little Blue Advent Books are back, filled with six-
minute daily reflections to help us walk through our 
reflection and preparation this Advent Season.  Books will 
be available in the church vestibule starting this weekend. 

Sign up today for daily Advent reflections and other great 
resources to help in preparation for the coming of the 
Christ Child this Christmas at www.dynamiccatholic.com. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal – “For I Was Hungry” 
As the year comes fast to an end and many are planning 
on how to make a final year-end charitable contribution 
that has the most impact, please consider the many lives 
that are helped because of the support given to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  These are your neighbors, your 
friends, our senior priests and seminarians and urban 
school students.  All of us can play a part in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal – as either a contributor to the cause or as 
a recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a result.  
Please make the Bishop’s Annual Appeal a priority in your 
year-end philanthropy.  Gifts can be made by check, credit 
cards, through gifts of securities or on-line at 
www.2010appeal.org.  If you are 70 ½ or over and have an 
IRA, you can receive a tax benefit by instructing your IRA 
investment manager to donate your required minimum 
distribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Please call 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal office at 973-777-8818, ext. 
218 for additional details and also consult your tax or 
financial advisor for more information. 


