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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Due to CDC guidelines and in an abundance of 
caution in light of continuing COVID-19 concerns, 
Bishop Serratelli has mandated the following: 

Parish Facility Closures: 

The church, the parish office and all parish grounds will remain 
closed until further notice.  We look forward to updating you when 
we can resume with scheduled ministries and events. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

All public Masses are suspended until further notice. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 

All parish activities and events, including Penance Services and 
scheduled Confessions, are suspended until further notice.   

Additional Sacraments and Celebrations 

Baptism:  Until further notice, all Baptisms are deferred except in 
case of urgent necessity. 

Funeral Rites: All Funeral Masses are discontinued until further 
notice.  The Rite of Committal as established in the Order of 
Christian Funerals may be used for a graveside service with no more 
than 8 members of the immediate family present.  All are to keep 
the recommended social distance.  The priest will offer a private 
Mass for the repose of the soul of the departed.  A public memorial 
Mass can be arranged for a later date when restrictions on the 
gathering of large crowds have been lifted. 

Marriage: Until further notice, all weddings are deferred. 



Blast from the Past(or)  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
April 5, 2020

Let us commence Holy Week with a little ‘Catholic 
PSA.’  Of course, I am not a doctor, nor have I ever played 
one on TV.  Although as mentioned in prior Blast
installments, you may recall that I did star as Tigger in the 
St. Mary’s School Kindergarten Mega-Production of 
Winnie the Pooh.  This was a seminal moment for art and 
humanity.  Don’t take my word for it.  Just read the reviews: 

‘From that instant I knew what I wanted to do with my life.’
-Brad Pitt 

‘Were there no Fallone in Pooh, there would be no Elsa or 
‘Frozen.’  Fact.’ -The Entire Cast of Frozen 

‘‘The school gym coffee was absolute garbage.’ -My dad 

Sorry, back to the PSA.  I write this on Wednesday, April 
1, as the daily Mass readings continue through the Book of 
the Prophet Daniel.  Today the king threatens to put three 
men into a ‘white-hot furnace’ unless they worship the 
king’s god. They refuse and the king angrily puts the men 
into the furnace now heated ‘seven times more than usual.’ 
But still, the men refused to bow to the king’s god.  They 
kept their Faith in the God of Israel.  The men were unhurt, 
and what’s more, a fourth Person was with them in the 
intense heat.  As we enter this Holy Week, we are told that 
the pandemic will reach a painful point over the next days. 
It seems this furnace will be heated even more.  In fact, at 
this moment Bishop Serratelli has now directed all 
Churches and Chapels in the Diocese of Paterson to be 
closed, effective immediately until further notice.  This 
means these buildings will not be open for any period of 
time during the day or night.  But even so, we are not alone. 
There is a Person with us.  So no, I am not a doctor, but 
the Divine Physician accompanies us in the Passion to 
come.  Let us be safe and unwavering, keeping the Flame 
of Faith alive in our hearts: The Faith we’ve been taught; 
the Faith of those who have borne the heat......We will be 
together soon.  Easter will come.   

God bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Online Donations 
As you can imagine, our main source of income is greatly 
depleted with the suspension of public Masses and 
therefore in-person collections.  Please consider signing up 
to contribute to our weekly collection, our  monthly second 
collection or making a one-time donation online at: 
https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/ or clicking on the 
“Online Donations” link on the St. Thomas More home 
page.  Please email Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org 
with any questions.  Thank you so much for supporting our 
parish during this difficult time. 

Monday, April 6: Saint Crescentia Hoess 
Lareida and Louis Mantone 
Tuesday, April 7: Saint John Baptist De La Salle 
Michael Murphy 
Wednesday, April 8: Saint Julie Billiart 
Fred Underwood 
Thursday, April 9: Holy Thursday 
All Victims of the Coronavirus 
Friday, April 10: Good Friday 
No Mass 
Saturday, April 11: Holy Saturday 
No Mass  
Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunday 
Frank Sweeney 
Michael Murphy 
Rose Squillace 

Mass Intentions 
Although public Masses are currently suspended, please 
know that Father Tom or Father Daniel will continue to 
say Mass on their own for all Mass intentions.  If you would 
like to request that a Mass be said for a loved one or 
another intention, please email Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Bob Bass, Fred Donikowski, Jim Johnson, 
Florence Kearney, Barbara Kline, Anne Morrison, Bobby 
Polidore, Christopher Popp, Edmond Sherry, James 
Stewart and Flynn Sullivan.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

For the Most Up-To-Date STM Information…
Any closures, schedule changes or other STM news will 
be communicated via Flocknote (by text and email) and 
also posted to our parish website.  If you haven’t already 
signed up for Flocknote, please take a moment to do so by 
texting ‘STMNJ’ to 84576 or visiting 
flocknote.com/STMNJ. 



Ways to Stay Spiritually Connected  
While Public Masses are Suspended 

and Churches are Closed 
1. View Mass Online or on Television: Check out our 
parish website to view Mass each day celebrated by Bishop 
Robert Barron. You can also view Mass at 
www.catholictv.org or on television on EWTN.  We will try 
to post a recording of the Sunday Mass Father Tom will be 
saying on his own as well, to the extent possible.  
2.  Make an Act of Spiritual Communion: This beautiful 
practice has been part of the lives of countless saints who 
found it drew them closer to God on a daily basis.  Below 
is a traditional prayer of spiritual communion which can be 
prayed while watching Mass online or on television, in the 
midst of your daily work, or at any time during the day, 
lifting up your thoughts to God. 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
3.  Pray the Rosary: Appealing to our beloved, Blessed 
Mother and uniting with other Catholics throughout the 
world by praying the Rosary is a profound way to find peace 
and strength during these difficult times. A number of 
resources are available to assist in praying the Rosary at 
home, in the car, or wherever your social distancing might 
take you. 
Apps: (Free, available in the Apple and Google Play stores)
Laudate App- Combines a large number of Catholic 
resources such as Daily Mass, prayers (including the 
Rosary), the Bible, Stations of the Cross, the Catechism and 
much more. 
Mary App- Created by the Marian Fathers of the 
Immaculate Conception, this app is a helpful resource on 
our Blessed Mother and includes, among many other 
things, an interactive Rosary with an audio option. 
Family Rosary’s Mobile Rosary- Offers the traditional 
Rosary with the text of each prayer.  You can pray in silence 
or with the companion voice of Venerable Patrick Peyton. 
iRosary- Displays a fully-animated set of Rosary beads 
which displays each prayer as you move each bead with 
your finger, like a standard Rosary.     

YouTube: There are many videos of people praying the 
Rosary that you can join.  One popular example is that of 
the Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist, 
which can be found through a YouTube search or at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCijy_J5ozpFLoxo4v
Z4RRYA. 
Online: The Rosary Center & Confraternity website offers 
a number of resources and options for praying the Rosary, 
including, “Praying the Rosary Without Distractions,” 
“Scripturally Based Rosary,” and “In Stained Glass.”  You 
can find a description of the Rosary and prayer links here:
https://www.Rosarycenter.org/homepage-2/Rosary/how-
to-pray-the-Rosary/ 
4. Participate in Virtual Stations of the Cross: Various 
examples can be found online, but here is one: 
https://bustedhalo.com/video/virtual-stations-of-the-cross. 
5. Even Washing your Hands Can Lead to Prayer: Instead 
of singing Happy Birthday, try reciting the Hail Mary two 
times as you scrub. It’s a great way to keep us centered 
while we’re keeping safe. 



Pope’s Holy Week message: ‘Creativity of love can overcome 
isolation’ 

Pope Francis posted a video message on Friday, April 3, as Christians around the world 
prepare to celebrate Holy Week in an unusual manner due to the Covid-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.   

The official translation of the Pope’s message is below: 

Dear friends, good evening! 

This evening I have the chance to enter your homes in a different way than usual. If you allow me, I would like to 
have a conversation with you for a few moments, in this time of difficulty and of suffering. I can imagine you in 
your families, living an unusual life to avoid contagion. I am thinking of the liveliness of children and young people, 
who cannot go out, attend school, live their lives. I have in my heart all the families, especially those who have a 
loved one who is sick or who have unfortunately experienced mourning due to the coronavirus or other causes. These 
days I often think about people who are alone, and for whom it is more difficult to face these moments. Above all I 
think of the elderly, who are very dear to me. 

I cannot forget those who are sick with coronavirus, people who are in hospital. I am aware of the generosity of those 
who put themselves at risk for the treatment of this pandemic or to guarantee the essential services to society. So 
many heroes, every day, at every hour! I also remember how many are in financial straits and are worried about work 
and the future. A thought also goes out to prison inmates, whose pain is compounded by fear of the epidemic, for 
themselves and their loved ones; I think of the homeless, who do not have a home to protect them. 

It is a difficult time for everyone. For many, very difficult. The Pope knows this and, with these words, he wants to 
tell everyone of his closeness and affection. Let us try, if we can, to make the best use of this time: let us be generous; 
let us help those in need in our neighborhood; let us look out for the loneliest people, perhaps by telephone or social 
networks; let us pray to the Lord for those who are in difficulty in Italy and in the world. Even if we are isolated, 
thought and spirit can go far with the creativity of love. This is what we need today: the creativity of love. This is 
what is needed today: the creativity of love. 

We will celebrate Holy Week in a truly unusual way, which manifests and sums up the message of the Gospel, that 
of God’s boundless love. And in the silence of our cities, the Easter Gospel will resound. The Apostle Paul says: 
“And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him Who died for them and 
was raised again” (2 Cor 5:15). In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. I 
would like to share it with you this evening. It is the hope of a better time, in which we can be better, finally freed 
from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; it is not an illusion, it is a hope. 

Beside each other, in love and patience, we can prepare a better time in these days. Thank you for allowing me into 
your homes. Make a gesture of tenderness towards those who suffer, towards children, and towards the elderly. Tell 
them that the Pope is close and pray, that the Lord will soon deliver us all from evil. And you, pray for me. Have a 
good dinner. See you soon! 

Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/pope-francis-holy-week-2020-message-coronavirus.html 



ALL NATURAL, 
ORGANIC PIZZA CONCEPT

ALSO SERVING SALADS, SANDWICHES,  
DESSERTS, COFFEES

TABLE SERVICE, TAKE-OUT
ORDER ONLINE AT: 

WWW.NOJUNKPIZZA.COM

973.845.6330
6 MAIN ST. MADISON (BEHIND CHIPOTLE) • OPEN 7 DAYS

“Not Your Typical Pizza Restaurant”

www.PetsforVets.com

Helping Veterans 
and Pets Create  
New Beginnings  

Together

908-604-8759
Local Resident

JOHN’S
PAINTING

Suburban
Chiropractic
Center

973-635-0036
301 Main Street · Chatham, N.J. 

www.drmurphy.com

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

61 WHIPPANY ROAD · MORRIS TOWNSHIP
4 Mausoleums · Full Selection

Beautiful · Intimate · Local 
Diana Loughman, Manager      (973) 539-7501

150C (JR) St. Thomas More, Convent Station, NJ                       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 

CHRISTINA R. CARTER, D.M.D.
Pediatric Dentistry and Orthodontics

~ Specialty Permits 5365 & 5620 ~

973-540-1666
www.CarterSmile.com

290 Madison Ave. · Bldg. 5 · Morristown

MADISON 
TELEVISION
Sony Sales & Service

~ Donn Russell ~
973-377-1163

39 Kings Road · Madison

Gregory Bakay, CPA, LLC

Business Valuations • Estates
Corporations • Individuals

Certified Public Accountant, CVA, CBA, ABV

256 Columbia Turnpike • Suite 213A
Florham Park, NJ 07932

973-377-2117 • bakaycpa.net

PHH  
Service

CONVENT SHELL
Licensed NJ State Inspection · Open 24 Hours

Complete Auto Repairs · Road Service / Towing
Mike Bernshteyn  973-538-3234

192 Madison Avenue · Convent Station, NJ 07961

Kip M. Dangler, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3992 • Christine M. Dangler, Dir. N.J. Lic. No. 4706

James E. Dangler
1948-2005

Established 1820

106 Main Street • Madison, NJ 07940 • P 973-377-3232   F 973-377-2226

www.danglerfuneralhomes.com

&,
, Inc.

God 
Bless

America 

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

Armenti 
Contractors
Trust A Local Resident

908-966-2731
armenticontractors.com

EMMANUELLE FLEURINOR
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

44 Whippany Road, Suite 230
Morristown, NJ 07960

973-539-1120 Office 
973-943-7482 Cell

efleurinor@kw.com 
efleurinor.kwrealty.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated


