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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Due to CDC guidelines and in an abundance of 
caution in light of continuing COVID-19 concerns, 
Bishop Serratelli has mandated the following: 

Parish Facility Closures: 

The church, the parish office and all parish grounds will remain 
closed until further notice.  We look forward to updating you when 
we can resume with scheduled ministries and events. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

All public Masses are suspended until further notice. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) 

All parish activities and events, including Penance Services and 
scheduled Confessions, are suspended until further notice.   

Additional Sacraments and Celebrations 

Baptism:  Until further notice, all Baptisms are deferred except in 
case of urgent necessity. 

Funeral Rites: All Funeral Masses are discontinued until further 
notice.  The Rite of Committal as established in the Order of 
Christian Funerals may be used for a graveside service with no more 
than 8 members of the immediate family present.  All are to keep 
the recommended social distance.  The priest will offer a private 
Mass for the repose of the soul of the departed.  A public memorial 
Mass can be arranged for a later date when restrictions on the 
gathering of large crowds have been lifted. 

Marriage: Until further notice, all weddings are deferred. 



Blast from the Past(or)  
The Ascension of the Lord 
May 24, 2020

      ‘....why are you standing there looking at the sky?’ 

      We all know that the great celebration of the Ascension 
usually falls on Thursday in our Diocese.  But this year, the 
holy day is moved to the Seventh and Final Sunday of 
Easter.  Each year, the ‘why are you standing there’ question 
to the Apostles conjures for me painful little league days.  
These were the days when it became clear that I would 
never be drafted.  Ever.  Coach would bark to me, 
colorfully, at my station in right field, ‘why are you looking 
at the sky?’  Sheepishly I admit that it wasn’t just the sky 
which captivated me.  I was also enraptured by dandelions 
and noticing that the ice cream man was in the parking lot, 
fixated on hopes of getting a rocket ice-pop, a push-up 
Creamsicle or maybe one of those ices that had a gumball 
at the bottom.  ‘Hmmm…you know what?  I might go with 
a Chipwich.’ ‘Will we go to Anthony’s Pizzeria later?’  Such 
were my weighty musings in right field.  Clearly my head 
was not in the game.  And that’s the lesson of the Ascension, 
guys.  My little league coach gave a Christian lesson: We 
have to keep our heads in the game, focused on our 
common task.  Christ was with the Apostles for forty days 
after His Resurrection.  He told them He was not going to 
leave them orphaned.  An Advocate would come, and so 
would Christ’s demands: ‘Go and make disciples of all 
nations, and teach them all I commanded you.’
Christianity is not for spectators.  Don’t be me in right field. 
Rather, be a disciple.  Get your head in the game.  Honor 
God and neighbor and make one small act of love in the 
name of Christ Jesus.  As we prepare for Pentecost, don’t 
just stand there looking at the sky, or dandelions, but pass 
on the joy you profess.  Such is our Faith.  Such is our 
calling.  Happy Ascension.  

God bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

For the Most Up-To-Date STM Information…

All STM news, including regarding the anticipated 
resumption of public Masses, will be communicated via 
Flocknote (by text and email) and also posted to our parish 
website.  If you haven’t already signed up for Flocknote, 
please take a moment to do so by texting ‘STMNJ’ to 84576 
or visiting flocknote.com/STMNJ. 

Monday, May 25: Saint Bede the Venerable 
Thomas Briscoe  
All Servicemen and Servicewomen Who Have Passed 
Tuesday, May 26: Saint Philip Neri 
Carm Sautter
Wednesday, May 27: Saint Augustine of Canterbury  
Eileen O’Brien  
Thursday, May 28: Venerable Pierre Toussaint 
Joe Venito  
Friday, May 29: Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat  
Special Intention  
Saturday, May 30: Saint Joan of Arc  
Helen McCarthy Enright  
Sunday, May 31: Pentecost Sunday 
Helen McCarthy Enright  

The Sanctuary Lamp will be lit this week in memory of 
Thomas Briscoe. 

Mass Intentions 
Although public Masses are currently suspended, please 
know that Father Tom or Father Daniel will continue to 
say Mass on their own for all Mass intentions.  If you would 
like to request that a Mass be said for a loved one or 
another intention, please email Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Bob Bass, Fred Donikowski, Jim Johnson, 
Florence Kearney, Barbara Kline, Anne Morrison, Bobby 
Polidore, Christopher Popp, Edmond Sherry and Flynn 
Sullivan.  May God bring them and their families His 
healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your 
name or that of a loved one included in (or removed from) 
the request for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, 
please send an email to Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

YouTube: There are many videos of people praying the 
Rosary that you can join.  One popular example is that of 
the Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist, 
which can be found through a YouTube search or at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCijy_J5ozpFLoxo4v
Z4RRYA. 



Mark your calendars – Monday, June 1st is  

our Target Date to Resume Public Masses 

Please stay tuned to our website and Flocknotes where we will provide more details regarding our 
revised Mass schedule, procedures for admittance and other restrictions that will be in place to enable 

all to worship in as safe a manner as possible.  Some initial highlights are below: 

1.  Attendance will be limited to no more than 60 people at any Mass.   
Social distancing of at least 6 feet between each individual will be required and enforced.     

2.  All persons over the age of 2 must wear face masks covering their nose and mouth at all times while 
inside the church.  

3. Any person with a cough, fever of any kind or any other symptom must stay home to protect the 
health of others.  A person who has symptoms places everyone else in jeopardy. 

4. Those who are particularly vulnerable to the coronavirus, i.e. those sixty (60) years of age and over, 
and especially those with one or several underlying medical conditions, should follow Mass at home 

online or on television until all restrictions are removed. 

5.  Per Bishop Serratelli, the dispensation from the obligation of Mass attendance continues for those 
unable to get to Church.  For this reason, those who wish to attend Sunday Eucharist and are unable to 

do so because of the limited access to the church may choose to attend Mass on another day. 

**Please note the reopening of St. Thomas More to the public and all of the above are 
subject to any necessary delays or revisions in order to comply with state and local 

governmental restrictions.  In addition, the June 1 target date is contingent upon receipt of 
all cleaning and health supplies that have been ordered and are required for a safe 

reopening.  Our focus, as always, is on proclaiming Jesus Christ while maintaining the 
health and safety of all of our parishioners.**    



PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY

God of power and mercy, 
You destroy war and put down earthly pride. 

Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our tears, that we may all 
deserve to be called Your sons and daughters. 

Keep in your mercy those men and women who have died in the cause of 
freedom and bring them safely into your kingdom of justice and peace. 

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

—from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

Taken from http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/memorial-day-prayer.cfm



St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
4 Convent Road 

Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

May 2020 

Dear St. Thomas More Family, 

It is my sincere hope that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy during these difficult times.   

In the 8th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, we learn of the apostle’s fear and panic when confronted by a 
great storm while in a boat with our Blessed Lord. Yet, once they called upon Jesus for help, their prayers 
were answered and the storm subsided. In these times when the storms of the present moment try both 
our patience and endurance, we, as the apostles, are asked to place ourselves in the care of our heavenly 
father. We must remember that, although we are being asked to distance ourselves, physically, from each 
other, we are joined, deeply in faith, to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Each Sunday, when we gather as a community of faith, we encounter the comforting presence of our 
Heavenly Father in both the words of the Gospel and the reception of the Eucharist. Although we are, 
in this current moment, unable to physically gather together to express our love for our Lord and each 
other, we may rejoice in the strength of our parish, which is greater than the challenges that we will be 
asked to manage in the coming days. 

I would encourage you to join us for the weekly celebration of the Eucharist, which will be placed on our 
website.  I would also ask, your circumstances permitting, that you consider continuing your financial 
support of our parish. With the suspension of our regular offertory collections, costs associated with 
managing the parish, such as heat, continue to grow. I have enclosed several courtesy reply envelopes 
with this letter and would ask that you prayerfully consider making your regular offertory commitment 
(please enclose checks, not cash). 

Thank you for all that you do for our parish. We will, as a community of faith, emerge from these 
challenges provided that we, as the apostles did on the Sea of Galilee, place our hope and trust in our 
heavenly Father. 

In Him, 

Fr. Thomas Fallone, J.D.



Ways to Stay Spiritually Connected  
While Public Masses are Suspended 

and Churches are Closed 
1. View Mass Online or on Television: Check out our 
parish website to view Mass each day celebrated by Bishop 
Robert Barron. You can also view Mass at 
www.catholictv.org or on television on EWTN.  We will try 
to post a recording of the Sunday Mass Father Tom will be 
saying on his own as well, to the extent possible.  
2.  Make an Act of Spiritual Communion: This beautiful 
practice has been part of the lives of countless saints who 
found it drew them closer to God on a daily basis.  Below 
is a traditional prayer of spiritual communion which can be 
prayed while watching Mass online or on television, in the 
midst of your daily work, or at any time during the day, 
lifting up your thoughts to God. 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
3.  Pray the Rosary: Appealing to our beloved, Blessed 
Mother and uniting with other Catholics throughout the 
world by praying the Rosary is a profound way to find peace 
and strength during these difficult times. A number of 
resources are available to assist in praying the Rosary at 
home, in the car, or wherever your social distancing might 
take you. 
Apps: (Free, available in the Apple and Google Play stores)
Laudate App- Combines a large number of Catholic 
resources such as Daily Mass, prayers (including the 
Rosary), the Bible, Stations of the Cross, the Catechism and 
much more. 
Mary App- Created by the Marian Fathers of the 
Immaculate Conception, this app is a helpful resource on 
our Blessed Mother and includes, among many other 
things, an interactive Rosary with an audio option. 
Family Rosary’s Mobile Rosary- Offers the traditional 
Rosary with the text of each prayer.  You can pray in silence 
or with the companion voice of Venerable Patrick Peyton. 
iRosary- Displays a fully-animated set of Rosary beads 
which displays each prayer as you move each bead with 
your finger, like a standard Rosary.     

Online: The Rosary Center & Confraternity website offers 
a number of resources and options for praying the Rosary, 
including, “Praying the Rosary Without Distractions,” 
“Scripturally Based Rosary,” and “In Stained Glass.”  You 
can find a description of the Rosary and prayer links here:
https://www.Rosarycenter.org/homepage-2/Rosary/how-
to-pray-the-Rosary/ 
4. Participate in Virtual Stations of the Cross: Various 
examples can be found online, but here is one: 
https://bustedhalo.com/video/virtual-stations-of-the-cross. 
5. Even Washing your Hands Can Lead to Prayer: Instead 
of singing Happy Birthday, try reciting the Hail Mary two 
times as you scrub. It’s a great way to keep us centered 
while we’re keeping safe. 



ALL NATURAL, 
ORGANIC PIZZA CONCEPT

ALSO SERVING SALADS, SANDWICHES,  
DESSERTS, COFFEES

TABLE SERVICE, TAKE-OUT
ORDER ONLINE AT: 

WWW.NOJUNKPIZZA.COM

973.845.6330
6 MAIN ST. MADISON (BEHIND CHIPOTLE) • OPEN 7 DAYS

“Not Your Typical Pizza Restaurant”

www.PetsforVets.com

Helping Veterans 
and Pets Create  
New Beginnings  

Together

908-604-8759
Local Resident

JOHN’S
PAINTING

Suburban
Chiropractic
Center

973-635-0036
301 Main Street · Chatham, N.J. 

www.drmurphy.com

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

61 WHIPPANY ROAD · MORRIS TOWNSHIP
4 Mausoleums · Full Selection

Beautiful · Intimate · Local 
Diana Loughman, Manager      (973) 539-7501

150C (JR) St. Thomas More, Convent Station, NJ                       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 

CHRISTINA R. CARTER, D.M.D.
Pediatric Dentistry and Orthodontics

~ Specialty Permits 5365 & 5620 ~

973-540-1666
www.CarterSmile.com

290 Madison Ave. · Bldg. 5 · Morristown

MADISON 
TELEVISION
Sony Sales & Service

~ Donn Russell ~
973-377-1163

39 Kings Road · Madison

Gregory Bakay, CPA, LLC

Business Valuations • Estates
Corporations • Individuals

Certified Public Accountant, CVA, CBA, ABV

256 Columbia Turnpike • Suite 213A
Florham Park, NJ 07932

973-377-2117 • bakaycpa.net

PHH  
Service

CONVENT SHELL
Licensed NJ State Inspection · Open 24 Hours

Complete Auto Repairs · Road Service / Towing
Mike Bernshteyn  973-538-3234

192 Madison Avenue · Convent Station, NJ 07961

Kip M. Dangler, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3992 • Christine M. Dangler, Dir. N.J. Lic. No. 4706

James E. Dangler
1948-2005

Established 1820

106 Main Street • Madison, NJ 07940 • P 973-377-3232   F 973-377-2226

www.danglerfuneralhomes.com

&,
, Inc.

God 
Bless

America 

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

Armenti 
Contractors
Trust A Local Resident

908-966-2731
armenticontractors.com

EMMANUELLE FLEURINOR
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

44 Whippany Road, Suite 230
Morristown, NJ 07960

973-539-1120 Office 
973-943-7482 Cell

efleurinor@kw.com 
efleurinor.kwrealty.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated


