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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 10, 2021

            Children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of 
God.... 

Jesus recounts His exchange with the rich young 
man by reminding His disciples of the stark reality of the 
Narrow Road.  This concerns St. Peter who says, ‘yeah, 
Lord, but, we’re cool, right?  I mean, c’mon, we have given 
up everything and followed You.’  (That’s my own 
translation from the Aramaic).  What do we get, Lord? 
What is the motivation for our Faith?  What is in it for us? 
What do I get with the Gold Card or the Platinum package? 
What is included in that brunch that everyone raves about? 
Will I get comped at Bellagio?  Is Amazon Prime really 
worth it?  Do I go Optimum or DirecTV?  At least my 
Ronco Showtime Rotisserie had a money-back guarantee 
so that I could ‘set it and forget it’ with confidence.  Ok, I’ll 
stop.  But St. Peter verbalizes the human insecurity that 
seeks a guarantee for risk, a return on investment.  Indeed, 
going all-in on Christ Jesus and His Cross is the process of 
sacrificial self-gift and the proverbial leap of Faith.  But as 
the late Fr. Richard John Neuhaus famously quipped, those 
who follow Jesus will receive everything they want, if what 
they want is to follow Jesus.  In the difficult Christian 
pilgrimage of our times, we are reminded that God is never 
outdone in generosity or fidelity.  What’s ‘in it for us’ is 
Divine Love beyond human comprehension.  Take heed 
the Author of Life in this Respect Life and all that it entails. 
It is the Father’s desire that none of these little ones should 
be lost, but that Christ should raise them on the last day! 
That’s a nice return!

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org, 
complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card or click on the link on 
our home page.  Please try to provide at least 24 hours’ 
notice for a card to allow adequate time.  In your request 
please let us know if you’d like us to mail the card to you or 
directly to the recipient, or to leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  

Monday, October 11 – Saint John XXIII  
Mike Murphy  

Tuesday, October 12 - Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos   
Tucker Helstrom  

Wednesday, October 13 -  Blessed Marie-Rose 
Durocher    
Anna Spinosa  

Thursday, October 14 –Blessed Carlo Acutis     
Ruth Gallego  

Friday, October 15 - Saint Teresa of Avila    
All Souls  
Saturday, October 16 - Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque    
Helen Bass  

Sunday, October 17 – Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8 am –   Special Intention for Isaac Caceres 
11 am –  Theresa Arry Racinelli 
7 pm – Leonard Anthony Cagno

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Fred Donikowski, Barbara Kline, Ray Meyers, 
Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, 
Christopher Popp, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Eileen 
Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene 
Widmer.  May God bring them and their families His 
healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your 
name or that of a loved one included in (or removed from) 
the request for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, 
please send an email to Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Welcomers Needed! 
We would like to try again to restart the usher/welcomer 
ministry, to have 2 welcomers at each weekend Mass.  The 
time commitment is minimal, just helping out with seating 
and taking the collection at Mass.  Please contact the 
Parish Office at info@stmnj.org if you are interested or for 
more information.  Thank you! 



2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
With the help of the Diocesan Ministries Appeal, our 
Catholic Charities programs provide a wide range of 
services for people who face extraordinary difficulties. 
These include: food pantries which have become especially 
vital during the pandemic, after-school mentoring and 
counseling programs for at-risk youth, Meals on Wheels for 
our senior population, group homes for adults with 
developmental disabilities, drug and alcohol treatment for 
those in need and outreach and assistance to veterans, just 
to name a few ministries.   

Your support of the Diocesan Ministries Appeal can be a 
spark that helps brighten the lives of so many people. 
Please be as generous as possible to your brothers and 
sisters in great need!   

For your convenience, you can make an online gift or 
pledge at www.2021appeal.org.  

St. Therese Corner – October 2021 
The discussion/prayer group will be having its monthly 
meeting this Wednesday, October 13, at 3 pm in the 
church.  For more information, please contact Al Olivier at 
omnipak@msn.com or by text at 973-978-4846.

Vivere Christus Award 
Please join us in congratulating Jeanne Bass, the recipient 
of this year’s Diocesan Vivere Christus Award from St. 
Thomas More.  The name of the award is taken from the 
Latin phrase, “To live is Christ,” found in St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians (1:21). Each year, the Diocese honors 
recipients who have selflessly and faithfully responded to 
the call of missionary discipleship in our parishes and 
institutions.   Jeanne Bass, in her many ministries over the 
years, embodies just that!  Jeanne and the honorees will be 
celebrated at The Vivere Christus Award Ceremony at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist on Sunday, October 17, 
at 3 pm.  All are most welcome to attend! 

Supporting St. Thomas More 
A continued “thank you” to all who have continued to 
support our parish during these challenging times. For 
those looking for a way to provide financial support, you 
can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 

- Occupancy restrictions for social distancing have been 
lifted, and masks are not required for those who are 
vaccinated.   

- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not yet be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 

- Anyone who would still like to wear a mask is welcome 
to do so. 

- We will continue to make hand sanitizer available. 

- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   

- We’ll continue to have a basket in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to do our best 
to comply with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe 
and comfortable as possible. 



From the St. Thomas More Women’s Guild… 
The Women’s Guild will have their next meeting on 
October 26 at 1 p.m. in the basement of the Parish Office.  
All women of the parish are most welcome!

Winding Thru Worship Series 
This fall, the Office of Worship is hosting a series of 
presentations, Winding Thru Worship, which explores a 
different topic of worship and liturgy each week.  All 
presentations are in-person at St. Paul Inside the 
Walls beginning at 7:30 PM.  Click here to register.   

Tuesday, October 12 
Praying the Antiphons
Presenter: Mr. Preston Dibble

Tuesday, October 26                   
A Fulfilling Choir Rehearsal
Presenter: Mr. Preston Dibble

Tuesday, November 2 
Liturgical Movement v.  Liturgical Reform
Presenter: Fr. Jared Brogan

Tuesday, November 9 
Baptism: Called By Name to Discipleship
Confirmation: Sent Out as Missionary Disciples
Presenter: Fr. Jared Brogan

A description of each presentation can be found 
here.  Click here to register or visit www.insidethewalls.org
for more information. 

Oratory Prep School 
Oratory Prep invites you to the OPEN HOUSE EVENT 
on Thursday, October 28, 2021 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Oratory Prep is located at 425 Morris Avenue in Summit.  
They ask that you register to attend on their website under 
the Admissions tab. For further information, call 908-273-
1084, ext. 1 or visit them at www.oratoryprep.org.  

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child 
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, an all-girls, Catholic 
Independent school, grades 7-12 invites you to attend one 
of our Upper School Information Sessions.  We are also 
hosting an on-campus, Upper School Open House 
designed for students applying for the 22-23 school year.  
For more information and to register, please visit our 
website at www.oakknoll.org or call the Admission Office 
at 908-522-8109. Pre-registration for all events is required.

A Moment of Prayer for the Week…. 
In this Respect Life Month, particularly during this 
Year of Saint Joseph, we turn to him as we seek to 

better value and defend all life… 

A Prayer to St. Joseph, Defender of Life 
Dearest St. Joseph, 

at the word of an angel, 
you lovingly took Mary into your home. 
As God’s humble servant, you guided 

the Holy Family on the road to Bethlehem, 
welcomed Jesus as your own son 

in the shelter of a manger, 
and fled far from your homeland 

for the safety of both Mother and Child. 
We praise God that as their faithful protector, 

you never hesitated to sacrifice 
for those entrusted to you. 

May your example inspire us also 
to welcome, cherish, and safeguard 

God’s most precious gift of life. 
Help us to faithfully commit ourselves 

to the service and defense of human life 
—especially where it is 

vulnerable or threatened. 
Obtain for us the grace 

to do the will of God in all things. 

Amen. 
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 
www.usccb.org/prolife

Respect Life Month 
Every October, we consider more deeply 
why every human life is valuable and reflect on how 
to build a culture that protects life from conception to 
natural death.   The USCCB has provided digital and print 
resources to help us further reflect and celebrate Respect 
Life Month.  Many wonderful resources can be found 
here: https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month.  







Please join us for a cocktail reception and seated dinner! 
6:00 pm, Thursday, November 4

 The Grove in Cedar Grove, NJ

Our Annual Benefit Gala raises awareness and vital funding for our life-saving and life-
changing programs that serve thousands of men, women and children each year. This year 
we will celebrate those who have achieved better tomorrows through our programs that 
address basic needs for food and shelter, as well as complex issues around addiction, mental 
illness, and chronic homelessness. 

Our Honorees:

Bishop Kevin Sweeney, Diocese of Paterson,  Where Hope Begins Award
Eva’s Village Frontline  Workers, The Monsignor Puma Award
St. Joseph’s Health Frontline Workers, The Community Service Award

Click here to view an invitation. To RSVP and purchase tickets, click here. 

For more information, please contact: 
Joey Mazza, Eva’s Village Special Events Manager 
973-314-1352. 

Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by the law.


