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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe  
November 21, 2021

             Then you are a king....? 

             One of Christ’s most famous interlocutors was a 
bureaucrat who denied culpability.  They don’t exist in our 
day, right?  But, Pilate’s question is as evocative as it is 
prescient.  He unwittingly proclaims the Identity of Christ. 
Jesus Christ is the King of our hearts and our homes and, 
in fact, the entire Universe.  That’s a pretty expansive title 
for God and an impressive fodder for a resume.  Thus 
Pilate’s ‘interview’ of Christ reveals the Christian 
consequences for our lives: the current secular, cultural 
Marxism often mandated by the Pilates of our day is 
resisted by our allegiance to our King.  Belief in Our 
Crucified King requires us to stand up to what Pope 
Emeritus Benedict calls ‘the dictatorship of relativism.’ 
Christ the King means that the conclusion of Ordinary 
Time brings us back to the beginning: waiting for our Hope, 
the Virgin with Child, Whose Kingdom will have no end 
(Lk 1: 32-33).   As we pray daily thy Kingdom come we 
must not lose hope under the tyranny of Pilates.  As loyal 
subjects to our King, we pray for deliverance from the 
slavery of sin and the suppression of conscience.  Our King 
obliges us to love, stamping our world as not systemically 
evil but rather liberated and free. Let us rejoice in Our King 
Who to Whom we offer Thanksgiving in this, our ‘almost 
chosen Nation....’ 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Reminder – Schedule Change for Next Weekend
As a reminder, there will be NO 7 PM MASS next 
weekend due to the Thanksgiving holiday.  The 7 pm Mass 
will resume on December 5.  Wishing you and your 
families a very blessed Thanksgiving! 

Welcomers Needed! 
We would like to try again to restart the usher/welcomer 
ministry, to have 2 welcomers at each weekend Mass.  The 
time commitment is minimal, just helping out with seating 
and taking the collection at Mass.  Please contact the Parish 
Office at info@stmnj.org if you are interested or for more 
information.  Thank you! 

Monday, November 22 –  Saint Cecilia 
John A. Abbundanzo 

Tuesday, November 23 -  Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro 
Daniel J. Bute 

Wednesday, November 24 – Saint Andrew Dung-Lac 
and Companions  
Bill McGuire 

Thursday, November 25 – Saint Catherine of Alexandria 
Deceased Members of St. Thomas More Parish 
Friday, November 26 -  Saint Columban 
Augie and Adeline Dilorenzo 

Saturday, November 27 – Saint Francesco Antonio 
Fasani  
James Neary   

Sunday, November 28 – First Sunday of Advent 
8 am –  Gary Gearhart  
11 am – John Carlin   
NO 7 PM MASS 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Fred Donikowski, Barbara Kline, Ray Meyers, 
Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, 
Christopher Popp, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Eileen 
Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene 
Widmer.  May God bring them and their families His 
healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your 
name or that of a loved one included in (or removed from) 
the request for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, 
please send an email to Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org, 
complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card or click on the link 
on our home page.  Please try to provide at least 24 hours’ 
notice for a card to allow adequate time.  In your request 
please let us know if you’d like us to mail the card to you 
or directly to the recipient, or to leave it for you to pick it 
up.  Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.   



Christmas Blessings Project
After having to suspend their program last year due to the 
pandemic, Catholic Family & Community Services is happy 
to be able to bring back their annual Christmas Blessings 
Project this year.  St. Thomas More has received gift tags 
representing the Christmas wishes of 150 adults, teens and 
children in our area who are in need.  As many charitable 
organizations were not able to sponsor their usual drives last 
year, this has left many with an even greater need this 
Christmas season.  Due to very limited storage space and 
volunteers, Catholic Family & Community Services has 
asked that gifts take the form of gift cards this year.  Please 
consider taking one or more tags from the tree in the 
church vestibule to help make someone’s Christmas a little 
bit brighter.  Please return all gifts to the vestibule no later 
than Sunday, December 5 so there is time to distribute 
them before Christmas.  Thank you, as always, for giving so 
generously to this wonderful cause!   

2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
This time of year, as we plan to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
please consider making a gift to the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal.  Each year, tens of thousands of people in 
profound need seek out the services of our Catholic 
Charities and, with the help for the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal, they find an open door and a compassionate 
response.  

For your convenience, you can make an online gift or 
pledge at www.2021appeal.org.  

Little Blue Advent Books 
The Little Blue Advent Books are back, filled with six-
minute daily reflections to help us walk through our 
reflection and preparation this Advent and Christmas 
Season.  Books will be available in the church vestibule 
starting this weekend.   

Supporting St. Thomas More 
A continued “thank you” to all who have continued to 
support our parish during these challenging times. For 
those looking for a way to provide financial support, you 
can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 

- Occupancy restrictions for social distancing have been 
lifted, and masks are not required for those who are 
vaccinated.   

- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not yet be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 

- Anyone who would still like to wear a mask is welcome 
to do so. 

- We will continue to make hand sanitizer available. 

- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   

- We’ll continue to have a basket in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to do our best 
to comply with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe 
and comfortable as possible. 



Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 
As we remember the souls of all of the Faithful Departed 
in a special way during this month of November, we 
invite you to inscribe the name of any of your loved ones 
who have passed on in our Book of Remembrance.  
This book can be found on the table next to the statue 
of our Blessed Mother at the front of the church.  You 
are also most welcome to leave a photo or prayer card 
to pay special tribute to those who have gone before us. 

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, November 30 at 3:00 PM in the 
church.  Our program is based on the video, “The Wild 
Goose” about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The second 
segment of the video is about: 

“The Spirit and the Eucharist” 
Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email to lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

A Moment of Prayer for the Week…. 
As we celebrate this month of All Souls, below 
is a beautiful way to pray for those who have 

gone before us: 

Daily Prayer for the Holy Souls 

Immortal God, holy Lord, 
Father and Protector of all You have created, 

we raise our hearts to You today for those 
who have passed out of this mortal life. 

In Your loving mercy, Father of all, 
be pleased to receive them in Your heavenly company, 

and forgive the failings and faults 
they may have done from human frailty. 

Your only Son, Christ, our Savior, 
suffered so cruelly that 

He might deliver them from the second death. 
By his merits may they share in the glory 

of His victory over sin and death. 

For all the faithful who have died we pray, 
but in particular for those dear to us, 

parents, relatives and friends. 
nor do we forget all who did good to us while on earth, 
who helped us by their prayers, sacrifice and example. 

We pray also for any who may have done us harm, 
and stand in special need of Your forgiveness. 

May the merits and prayers of our Virgin Mother, 
Mary, and those of all the Angels and Saints, 

speak for us and assist them now. 
This we ask in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=555



A REFLECTION FOR THIS MONTH OF NOVEMBER… 

To pray with the dead, find God’s grace in a family heirloom 
Even an old mug can be a kind of sacramental. 

By James Breig 

Suspended from the kitchen ceiling in my home is a metal contraption from which my wife dangles wicker baskets, wooden 
spoons, metal pots, and handmade cloth dolls. As I stand at the island in the middle of the room, trying to eat my English 
muffins in the morning, I routinely hit my head on a load of domestic paraphernalia so diverse it would make Martha 
Stewart jealous. 

But even as I rub the bruise on my forehead, I would never think about pulling it all down, because it includes something 
I contributed: a banged-up aluminum cup that says “WEAR-EVER” on the bottom. If you’re picturing the sort of battered 
mug that beggars hold out on city streets, you’ve got the basic idea. But this cup didn’t come from a mendicant; it was my 
grandfather’s. 

We called him “Puppy,” a corruption of “Poppy,” itself a shortening of “Grandpop.” Francis Hoffman was born in the 
19th century when horses clogged the streets; he died as rockets were being sent to the moon. In between, he tried to 
volunteer to ride roughly with Teddy Roosevelt (and was rejected because he was too young), labored in Pennsylvania 
steel mills, and retired to live his final years with my parents. 

At first, Puppy was a big help around the house, doing chores, watching us kids, and whistling through his teeth so loudly 
your ears would rattle. He could also hit baseball fungo pop-ups that threatened low-flying aircraft. 

When he died, he left very little behind: a collection of flannel shirts that he wore even on the hottest summer days 
(scissoring off the sleeves to keep cool), an old bed, the radio on which he listened to baseball games, and that aluminum 
cup. I claimed it. For years I had watched Puppy use that cup for many purposes. He drank cold coffee out of it, the only 
kind of java he liked. It was a cereal bowl that cradled his inevitable corn flakes. He also used it to teach me the recipe of 
one of his favorite delicacies: “Break up pieces of bread, pour in milk, and ladle on lots of sugar. Enjoy; feeds one.” 

That aluminum cup is like a holy grail to me. After it hangs in my kitchen, I hope it passes on to one of my children and 
then to one of the grandkids, who will one day explain that it came from “my father’s mother’s father.” 

Puppy’s cup is a very Catholic item when you think of it. Sacraments and sacramentals are “WEAR-EVERs” that have 
been passed down to remind us of those who came before. “Do this in memory of me,” Jesus said, probably using a cheap 
cup. In effect, he was telling his followers: “Remember me by using cups and breads like these.” 

Of course, Christ did what Puppy couldn’t do: handing on the power to make those things into His body and blood. But 
the idea is the same. 

So is the idea of relics and the Shroud of Turin and throat candles on St. Blaise’s feast. Those are all tangible ways we 
connect with our past; they are traces of love, souvenirs of spirituality, mementos of faith. 

Most of those things have the street value of Puppy’s aluminum cup; they are bits of wood and bone, a fire-scarred sheet, 
small pillars of wax. What invests them with value and meaning are the people they link us to, not only the saints and 
Jesus but also the entire anonymous Body of Christ stretching back through the centuries to the founding of our faith at 
dinnertime in an upper room: “Take some bread and wine; do this in memory of me; enjoy; feeds all.” 

We Catholics don’t forget the past as we live in the present and hope for the future. We hang crosses from our walls and 
medals from our necks because we don’t want to let go of everything that came before us. We learned that from Jesus. 
When he left the Earth, he promised to send us His Spirit, Who hovers over us like a suspended aluminum cup that says 
“WEAR-EVER.” As a result, we have a “WEAR-EVER” faith that endures despite its dents. 

I like Puppy’s cup. I like my faith. I wouldn’t trade either one, even when they clunk me on the noggin. 

U.S. Catholic, https://uscatholic.org/articles/199607/to-pray-with-the-dead-find-gods-grace-in-a-family-heirloom/, July 1, 1996 








