
Saint Thomas More Catholic Church 
4 Convent Road, Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

973- 267-5330           www.stmnj.org           info@stmnj.org 
We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 
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disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2021

             People will die of fright in anticipation of what is 
coming upon the world.....

             Well, that doesn't sound very Advent-y, now, does 
it?  What gives?  So much for the ‘most wonderful time of 
the year.’  I don't want to hear that nations will be in dismay. 
No!  I demand to hear tidings of great joy!  I want to hear 
George Bailey, Burl Ives and Bing Crosby.  I love the 
latter's rendition of Little Drummer Boy, as performed with 
David Bowie.  I often imagine myself crooning with them 
to comprise an all-star trio.  But the fantasy is short-lived 
because I know I would mess it up, parumming when I 
should be pum-pumming.  Then Bing would probably yell 
at me, given his long-rumored, short temper.  So, forget I 
mentioned it.  But seriously, why does this season 
commence with such an apocalyptic tone?  Well, if I would 
just put down my eggnog and get over myself, I would be 
able to see that Christ’s Birth is inseparable from His 
Second Coming.  What?  Yes, it's true.  Our anticipation 
for Christmas presumes our preparation for God’s 
judgment on us all.  In short, our wait for the Birth of the 
Baby implies God's waiting for us!  After all, love consists 
in this: not that we have loved God, but that He has loved 
us, and sent His only Son as atonement for our sins (see 1 
John 4:10).  May your Christmas planning focus on fulfilling 
God's desire for you!  Happy Advent.... 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Christmas Blessings Project
After having to suspend their program last year due to the 
pandemic, Catholic Family & Community Services is happy 
to be able to bring back their annual Christmas Blessings 
Project this year.  St. Thomas More has received gift tags 
representing the Christmas wishes of 150 adults, teens and 
children in our area who are in need.  As many charitable 
organizations were not able to sponsor their usual drives last 
year, this has left many with an even greater need this 
Christmas season.  Due to very limited storage space and 
volunteers, Catholic Family & Community Services has 
asked that gifts take the form of gift cards this year.  Please 
consider taking one or more tags from the tree in the 
church vestibule to help make someone’s Christmas a little 
bit brighter.  Please return all gifts to the vestibule no later 
than Sunday, December 5 so there is time to distribute 
them before Christmas.  Thank you, as always, for giving so 
generously to this wonderful cause!   

Monday, November 29 – Saint Clement   
Anthony Antonelli  

Tuesday, November 30 -  Saint Andrew  
Larry Tilli  

Wednesday, December 1 – Blessed Charles de Foucauld  
Pat Coen  

Thursday, December 2 –  Blessed Rafal Chylinski 
Helen Marie Chajkowski  
Friday, December 3- Saint Francis Xavier    
Emily Gallagher Critchley  

Saturday, December 4 – Saint John Damascene  
Ed Vidulich  

Sunday, December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent 
8 am – Mike Murphy   
11 am – Hugh Marriott  
7 pm -  Mary Miller 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, 
Anthony Balloutine, Phil Barrett, Fred Donikowski, 
Barbara Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, 
John O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, 
Bethann and Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria 
Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God 
bring them and their families His healing, comfort and 
peace.  If you would like to have your name or that of a 
loved one included in (or removed from) the request for 
healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an 
email to Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org, 
complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card or click on the link 
on our home page.  Please try to provide at least 24 hours’ 
notice for a card to allow adequate time.  In your request 
please let us know if you’d like us to mail the card to you 
or directly to the recipient, or to leave it for you to pick it 
up.  Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.   



First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
We hope you’ll join us this Friday, December 3 for 
Eucharistic Adoration beginning with Exposition at 8:30 am 
and concluding with Benediction at Noon.  Whether you 
can come for hours or even just 10 minutes, all are invited 
to spend some quiet time with Jesus.  It’s a beautiful way at 
the beginning of Advent to find some moments of reflective 
silence amidst all of the noise that can surround us this time 
of year. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. 
Amen. 

As we remember the souls of all of the Faithful Departed 
in a special way during this month of November, we 
invite you to inscribe the name of any of your loved ones 
who have passed on in our Book of Remembrance.  
This book can be found on the table next to the statue 
of our Blessed Mother at the front of the church.  You 
are also most welcome to leave a photo or prayer card 
to pay special tribute to those who have gone before us. 

Supporting St. Thomas More 
A continued “thank you” to all who have continued to 
support our parish during these challenging times. For 
those looking for a way to provide financial support, you 
can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 

- Occupancy restrictions for social distancing have been 
lifted, and masks are not required for those who are 
vaccinated.   

- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not yet be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 

- Anyone who would still like to wear a mask is welcome 
to do so. 

- We will continue to make hand sanitizer available. 

- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   

- We’ll continue to have a basket in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to do our best 
to comply with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe 
and comfortable as possible. 



Little Blue Advent Books 
The Little Blue Advent Books are back, filled with six-
minute daily reflections to help us walk through our 
reflection and preparation this Advent and Christmas 
Season.  Books are available in the church vestibule.   

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, November 30 at 3:00 PM in the 
church.  Our program is based on the video, “The Wild 
Goose” about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The second 
segment of the video is about: 

“The Spirit and the Eucharist” 

Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email to lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

A Moment of Prayer for the Week…. 
As we celebrate this month of All Souls, below 
is a beautiful way to pray for those who have 

gone before us: 

FOR THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 

O Lord, who art ever merciful and bounteous 
with Thy gifts, look down upon the suffering 

souls in purgatory.  

Remember not their offenses and negligences, 
but be mindful of Thy loving mercy, which is 

from all eternity.  

Cleanse them of their sins and fulfill their 
ardent desires that they may be made worthy to 

behold Thee face to face in Thy glory.  

May they soon be united with Thee and hear 
those blessed words which will call them to 

their heavenly home:  

“Come, blessed of My Father, take possession 
of the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.”  

Amen. 

Prayer Source: Prayer Book, The by Reverend John P. 
O'Connell, M.A., S.T.D. and Jex Martin, M.A., The 

Catholic Press, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, 1954 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/
view.cfm?id=764






