
Saint Thomas More Catholic Church 
4 Convent Road, Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

973- 267-5330           www.stmnj.org           info@stmnj.org 
We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 12, 2021

             Teacher, what should we do?

             The crowds are in full-panic mode, right?  The 
pink candle on the advent wreath is lit, and the priest is 
wearing ridiculous rose-colored vestments to signify that 
our desired longing is close at hand.  ‘Well, now what?’ the 
people ask John the Baptist.  Do I refi?  Should I do the 
crypto currency route?  Should I do a cleanse?  What 
Optimum package is the best?  What’s the best binge-watch 
series?  Should I lease, rent or buy?  If I am in Philly, do I 
go Pat’s or Geno’s?  Rib-eye or T-Bone?   JBap, as he was 
known on the streets, responds in kind with his best 
guidance: Just be just!  Live generously!  Smile!  Don’t be 
mean!  Advent transcends the big decisions in life and asks 
us to take on a different way of life.  The pink asks us to 
prepare for the birth of a Child.  In Advent, we proclaim 
that we want the unborn Child to be the meaning of our 
lives.  In this child is our Hope, Victory and Identity.  What 
should we do?  I ask myself the question posed to John the 
Baptist, and I realize I should put away my anxiety and don 
Christ Jesus and allow Him to live my life.  I am not very 
good at it, but sometimes I recognize that such is my 
fullness and joy.  Prepare for Jesus without hype, press 
conferences or tweets.  Just be just, honest and still.  God is 
coming to you in your humanity, such that is no longer we 
that live, but He that lives in us.  I think I am doing T-Bone 
medium rare, by the way, perhaps with onion rings and 
creamed spinach.  I’m just saying.  Rejoice, this Gaudete 
Sunday!  Your Redemption is close at hand!!  

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Little Blue Advent Books 
The Little Blue Advent Books are back, filled with six-
minute daily reflections to help us walk through our 
reflection and preparation this Advent and Christmas 
Season.  Books are available in the church vestibule. 

Monday, December 13 –  Saint Lucy 
Theresa Gallagher 

Special Intention for Sarah Thomas  

Tuesday, December 14 – Saint John of the Cross   
Michael Gloria  

Wednesday, December 15 –  Blessed Mary Frances 
Schervier 
John Donald Tierney, II  

Thursday, December 16 – Blessed Honoratus 
Kozminski   
Donald Clark  

Friday, December 17 – Saint Hildegard of Bingen   
Tom Griffin  

Saturday, December 18 – Blessed Anthony Grassi   
Daniel J. Bute  

Sunday, December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8 am –   Mike Murphy   
11 am –  Joseph Murphy 
              Helen Bass 
7 pm –  Brian John Ferrence 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Fred Donikowski, Barbara Kline, Ray Meyers, 
Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, 
Christopher Popp, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Eileen 
Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene 
Widmer.  May God bring them and their families His 
healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your 
name or that of a loved one included in (or removed from) 
the request for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, 
please send an email to Sue Marshall at 
smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org, 
complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card or click on the link 
on our home page.  Please try to provide at least 24 hours’ 
notice for a card to allow adequate time.  In your request 
please let us know if you’d like us to mail the card to you 
or directly to the recipient, or to leave it for you to pick it 
up.  Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.   



Advent Penance Service 
Our Advent Penance Service will be held this Tuesday, 
December 14 at 7 pm in the church.  Opportunity for 
Individual Confessions will follow immediately afterwards.  
It’s a great opportunity to help prepare our hearts for the 
Birth of our Savior through this powerful Sacrament. 

An Evening of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
All are welcome to join us on Monday, December 20 in the 
church for prayer and reflection in remembrance and 
celebration of our loved ones who have passed away.  It will 
be a beautiful way to celebrate the Advent and Christmas 
seasons with those who are no longer with us in person, but 
always with us in spirit.

Reminder to All Lectors  
and Eucharistic Ministers 

Each month, all who have indicated they would like to serve 
will receive links to sign-up via Flocknotes for your desired 
Mass(es).  If you do not receive the links, or would like to 
join either (or both!) ministry for the first time, please reach 
out to Sue Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org.  Thank you so 
much, as always, for your service to St. Thomas More! 

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, December 14 at 3:00 PM in the 
church.  Our program is based on the video, “The Wild 
Goose” about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The second 
segment of the video is about: 

“The Spirit of Adoption” 

Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email to lexan@ix.netcom.com

Supporting St. Thomas More 
A continued “thank you” to all who have continued to 
support our parish during these challenging times. For 
those looking for a way to provide financial support, you 
can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 

- Occupancy restrictions for social distancing have been 
lifted, and masks are not required for those who are 
vaccinated.   

- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not yet be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 

- Anyone who would still like to wear a mask is welcome 
to do so. 

- We will continue to make hand sanitizer available. 

- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   

- We’ll continue to have a basket in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to do our best 
to comply with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe 
and comfortable as possible. 



2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 

With the year coming to an end, many people plan to make 
a final year-end charitable contribution that has the most 
impact. Please consider the Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
which helps so many of your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
In fact, tens of thousands of people are supported each 
year by the work of our Diocese with assistance from the 
Appeal. All of us can play a part in the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal – as either a contributor to the cause or as a 
recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a result. 
Please make the Diocesan Ministries Appeal a priority in 
your year-end philanthropy. Gifts can be made by check, 
credit cards, through gifts of securities or on-line at 
www.2021appeal.org.  May God bless you for your 
generosity!

A Moment of Prayer for the Week…. 
As we continue this beautiful season of Advent, we 

turn to a prayer to help guide our steps along the way. 

Prayer with Family and Friends  
on Gaudete Sunday 

Dear God, you know that our hearts long for the joy 
and gladness promised by life with you. Help us to 
remember that you are with us always, and that our 

hearts will rest only when they rest with you. 

Holy Spirit, guide the choices we make throughout 
this week. Help us endure hardship. Remind us to be 

patient. Stifle our tendency to complain. Help us 
realize how much we owe the creator for all we have 

and all we are. 

Father in heaven, we offer thanks to you for sending 
John the Baptist to prepare the way for the coming of 
the savior. Help us to heed the Baptist’s message to 

repent and to renew our commitment to live in 
holiness. 

Come Lord Jesus. So often we are impatient for your 
coming, yet we are fearful of living our lives as one 
with you. Come and ease our anxiety. Come and 

reward our patience. Come and remove our sorrow. 
Our communities and our world eagerly await the day 

of your birth. 

- The Catholic Spirit 

https://thecatholicspirit.com/featured/pray-with-family-and-
friends-on-gaudete-sunday/



Advent/Christmas Season Schedule 
Masses for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary
Tuesday, December 7 (Vigil) – 7 pm 

Wednesday, December 8 – 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Advent Penance Service
Tuesday, December 14 – 7 pm 

Opportunity for individual Confessions will follow the service.

Evening of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
Monday, December 20 – 7 pm 

All are welcome to join in prayer and reflection in remembrance and celebration of our 
loved ones who have passed away.

Christmas Eve Masses 
4:00 pm, 6:30 pm and Midnight 

Christmas Day Masses 
8:00 am and 11:00 am 

(Please note there will be NO 7 PM MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY.) 

Masses for the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sunday, December 26 –8 am, 11 am and 7 pm 

Masses for the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 
Friday, December 31 (Vigil) – 7 pm

Saturday, January 1 – 8:15 am








