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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 27, 2022

             Praise no one before he speaks, for it is then that 
people are tested...

             On this last Sunday before Lent (can you believe 
it’s Lent already?!? Tempest Fugit, and other cool Yiddish 
phrases and stuff), the readings beckon us to take an 
inventory of ourselves and pare down self-delusion in 
preparation for the 40 Day Period of Penitential 
Preparation.  The things we tell ourselves can be damaging 
to us and to others.  We have to cull that stuff and ‘get real,’ 
in self-examination, for from the fullness of the heart, the 
mouth speaks.  At the conclusion of Ordinary Time, we are 
called yet again to authenticity.  It is the most freeing, and 
frightening, mode of being.  Lent is a time to wash off the 
fake and recognize the beam in our own eye.  The 
Incarnation is the indictment and rescue of us all.  As a 
black light brings out certain things in the darkness, Christ 
exposes the hypocrisy to which we can all fall victim.  But 
the common trait of the Saints is that they are genuine.  It’s 
the Saints who call themselves sinners.  And that’s where 
Salvation begins.  We can work on our authenticity in Lent. 
And such is the key to joy!  Who doesn’t want that?  Let us 
mind our beams and rejoice in Christ!  Have a Blessed 
Lent.  

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
February 19-20: $5,744.00

 “Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

2021 Contribution Statements
The 2021 Contribution Statements have been sent!  If you 
have any questions, need adjustments or would like to have 
a copy emailed to you, please email Tina at 
tjurgaitis@stmnj.org.  Tina is also in the parish office on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Thank you! 

Monday, February 28 –  Blessed Daniel Brottier 
Duncan Sinclair  
Tuesday, March 1 –  Saint David of Wales 
John and Carmella Antonelli  
Wednesday, March 2 –  Ash Wednesday 
8:15 am: Pat  Coen  
12:10 pm:  Msgr. J. Francis Feenan   
6 pm: Larry Tilli   
Thursday, March 3 –  Saint Katharine Drexel 
Kenneth Dressel  
Friday, March 4 –  Saint Casimir 
Rev. Greg Green  
Saturday, March 5 -  Saint John Joseph of the Cross 
Pauline Falcone  
Sunday, March 6 – First Sunday of Lent 
8 am: Charles Dalio   
11 am: Maureen Brodeur    
7 pm:  Anne Morrison 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Anthony Balloutine, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John 
O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, Bethann and 
Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn 
Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email smarshall@stmnj.org, complete our online 
Mass request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card
or click on the link on our home page.  Please try to 
provide at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow 
adequate time.  In your request, please let us know if you’d 
like us to mail the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



Lent 2022: The Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist 

During this Year of the Eucharist, we’re invited in a special 
way to utilize the days of Lent to contemplate the great gift 
of the Eucharist in our lives.  One resource we can use 
towards these efforts is Arkansas Catholic, found here.
Arkansas Catholic is focusing its Lenten special section on 
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  In it, readers 
may discover how the Real Presence has touched the lives 
of priests and lay people, examples of Eucharistic 
miracles, Lenten activities at parishes across the diocese, 
how to show proper respect and reverence with our hearts 
and actions ready to match an encounter with Jesus and 
how fasting and abstinence during Lent prepare us for the 
Easter celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, victory over 
death and promise of eternal life in the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  If you have some time this Lent, check it out!

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 

Code below.  

Of Possible Interest - Positions Available 
Social Media Coordinator – Corpus Christi Church

Corpus Christi Church in Chatham is looking for a talented 
part-time Social Media Coordinator to administer their 
social media accounts.  The applicant must have a broad 
knowledge of all social media platforms and excellent 
writing skills.  You will be responsible for creating  
original, branded, and engaging content.  This position 
requires two full days a week in the office and seven floating 
hours at home.  For more information, please contact 
socialmedia@corpuschristi.org. 

Adjunct Position - Assumption College for Sisters 
Assumption College for Sisters in Denville is seeking an 
Adjunct for to teach Ps 101 General Psychology (3 credits) 
during its Fall Semester (August 23-December 16).  This is 
a basic course in the history, theories, principles, and 
methods of the psychological study of human behavior. 
Topics will include a brief history of psychology, critical 
thinking, human development, motivation, emotion and 
stress, personality, social psychology, and psychopathology 
as examined through the biopsychosocial perspective.
Applicant must possess a Master’s degree in Psychology.
Send resume to Sister Joseph at president@acs350.org.  

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 
We hope you’ll join us this Friday, March 4 for Eucharistic 
Adoration beginning with Exposition at 8:30 am and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon.  Whether you can 
come for hours or even just 10 minutes, all are invited to 
spend some quiet time with Jesus.  It’s a beautiful way to 
spend time in prayer as we begin the Lenten season. 

Supporting St. Thomas More 
For those looking for a way to provide financial support, 
you can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 
- Masks are not required but are welcome.   
- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 
- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   
- Hand sanitizer is always available. 
- We’ll continue to have a box in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 
Thank you for your patience as we do our best to comply 
with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe and 
comfortable as possible. 



Ashes Will be Distributed at All Masses on  
Ash Wednesday, March 2 

Masses will be celebrated at 8:15 am, 12:10 pm and 6:00 
pm.  As a reminder, there is no requirement to receive 
ashes.  Whether or not we choose or are comfortable 
coming to Mass to receive this symbol, we can all prepare 
for Lent most importantly through our internal disposition 
of turning our hearts toward God. 

“...[All] are made from the dust, and to the 
dust they [all] return.” 

- Ecclesiastes 3:20
What do those ashes really mean? Sometimes it seems the 
true significance of ashes as an entry to our penitential, 
Lenten journey seems at times to get lost. A quick look at 
the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 
promulgated by the Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments in 2001 provides a helpful 
reminder of just what that Cross on our foreheads really 
signifies: 

“In the Roman Rite, the beginning of the forty days of 
penance is marked with the austere symbol of ashes which 
are used in the Liturgy of Ash Wednesday. The use of 
ashes is a survival from an ancient rite according to which 
converted sinners submitted themselves to canonical 
penance. The act of putting on ashes symbolizes fragility 
and mortality, and the need to be redeemed by the mercy 
of God. Far from being a merely external act, the Church 
has retained the use of ashes to symbolize that attitude of 
internal penance to which all the baptized are called during 
Lent.” 

Ashes are not a symbol of righteousness. Rather, the 
darkness above our brows is a reminder of that “fragility 
and mortality” and the mercy we all desperately need and 
crave. May we embark upon our Lenten journey with this 
in mind, opening ourselves up to a season of repentance 
so we may prepare to fully receive and celebrate God’s 
mercy on that glorious Easter Sunday to come. 

What are We Called to do During Lent? 
In addition to whatever personal prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving each individual may decide to undertake after 
prayerful consideration, to further foster a spirit of 
reflection during Lent, Catholics age 14 and older are 
called to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all Fridays during Lent. Also, Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are seen as days of fasting 
for Catholics between the ages of 18-59. This means 
there would be only one full, meatless meal, as well as 
food at other regular meal times equaling less than a full 
meal. 

Welcome Home to Healing 
All Catholic Churches in Morris, Sussex and Passaic 
counties (including St. Thomas More) will have their 
doors open for Confession every Monday night in March 
between 7 and 8:30 p.m. as part of the Welcome Home 
to Healing program. All are welcome to participate in 
this beautiful Sacrament this Lent! 

Lenten DVD Forum 
We are excited to welcome back Pastor Emeritus 
Father Joe Farias on March 16, 23 and 30 for a Lenten 
DVD forum.  Stay tuned for more details! 

Little Black Lenten Books 
The Little Black Lenten Books are back, filled with six-
minute daily reflections to help us walk through our 
reflection and preparation during the Lenten Season. 
Books are available in the church vestibule. 

LENT IS COMING! 
Join our faith community—and more than 12,000 
Catholic communities across the United States—in a 
transformative Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. 
Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from the church 
vestibule starting this weekend. During the 40 days of 
Lent, we will reflect on global hunger and take action to 
help our sisters and brothers impacted by this injustice. 
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

Best Lent Ever 
The folks at Dynamic Catholic are once again offering 
their popular, “Best Lent Ever” program, but this year, 
it’s even better!  This year…for the first time ever…they 
are offering TWO options!  Every day you will receive 
two short, practical and inspiring videos in your inbox, 
each representing a pathway leading toward a better 
version of you and a closer relationship with God.  For 
more information or to sign up, check out their website: 
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html.  





Irish Concerts after the Morris County St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Following the largest cultural event in Morris County, the St. Patrick’s Parade, two Irish events 
will be held at Mayo Performing Arts Center in Morristown, NJ on March 12, 2022. 

An interactive children’s show featuring youth and adult dancers and musicians will perform at 
Mayo at 2:30 pm.  Immediately after the parade, parents will appreciate the children’s show, 
which allows the young ones to get warm, use the bathroom, and get some food. Children’s 

concert performers will interact with the families, allowing the children to ask questions about 
step-dancing outfits, shoes, kilts, bagpipes, and other instruments.  

Children’s show tickets are only $5 per person. 

Also, International Irish folk artists, Derek Warfield and the Young Wolfe Tones will be in 
concert at 5:00 pm. 

Featured concert goers will enjoy the award-winning Irish recording artists and a “Massing of the 
Pipes”.  

The show is being presented by the Morristown K of C 359 to further Irish Culture, raise funds 
for local charitable giving and to support local businesses.   

Buy Tickets here: https://secure.mayoarts.org/16876/1687



Mayo Performing Arts Center 
Morristown, NJ 

Saturday, March 12, 2022, 5pm 
After the Morris County St Patrick’s Parade 

 

Separate Interactive Children’s Show 
$5 for Various Child & Adult Performers 

Get Warm, Food & Bathrooms, 2:30 
 

Buy Tickets Now 
https://secure.mayoarts.org/16876/16878 

Net Proceeds to KofC359 Charitable Giving 

https://secure.mayoarts.org/16876/16878
https://secure.mayoarts.org/16876/16878
https://secure.mayoarts.org/16876/16878





