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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 27, 2022

             ...Father, give me the share of your estate that 
should come to me....

             There it is.  The famous, two-thousand-year-old 
parable shines a white-hot light on our modern culture as 
the younger son says, gimme.  It makes us squirm a bit in 
its indictment of our ethos which often preaches, look at 
me.  Long past being disrespectful, the younger son is vapid, 
vacuous and vain (and, who knows, maybe some other 
words that begin with the letter 'v'?)  He would be right at 
home on TikTok, it seems.  The younger son brandishes 
entitlement. And entitlement, if we've learned anything in is 
not attractive. 'That's no way to go through life, son,' to 
paraphrase Dean Wormer. If you don't know the movie 
reference, you're beyond my help at this point. So what 
happens? The younger son wakes up! He realizes how 
blessed he was in his father's care and desires to return to 
the same. And so goes the process of Lent. The Prodigal 
Son is not 'woke' but he is now awake to recognize that all 
he has is gift. In response to that realization, he says not give 
me but, forgive me. And then the celebration began! The 
Prodigal Son gets it, eventually! That's Lent. It's funny: I 
have never worked half as hard as my parents, witnessing 
their toil as I did. But as I ventured through my stage of 
prodigal entitlement, I woke up. Everything I have is a gift. 
Somehow, Lent unfolds. The Father wants His kids back 
safe and sound. And then the Celebration begins.... 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
March 19-20: $5,232.00 

 “Each one must do as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

March 28 - Saint Catharine of Bologna 
Frank and Delia Griffin 

March 29 - Saint Ludovico of Casoria 
Mr. and Mrs. James Laughlin 

March 30 - Saint Peter Regalado 
Kay Brewer 

March 31 - Saint Stephen of Mar Saba 
Margaret Drodz 

April 1 - Saint Hugh of Grenoble 
Mike Murphy 

April 2 - Saint Francis of Paola 
Leon and Rose Devoe 

April 3- Fifth Sunday of Advent 
8 am: Rose and John Hayes

11 am: Theresa Bampton

7 pm: Anthony Galasso, Sr.

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Anthony Balloutine, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John 
O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, Bethann and 
Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn 
Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email smarshall@stmnj.org, complete our online 
Mass request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card
or click on the link on our home page.  Please try to 
provide at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow 
adequate time.  In your request, please let us know if you’d 
like us to mail the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



Why are there Multiple Eucharistic Prayers? 
It’s something we hear each time we’re at Mass, but have 
we ever stopped to think about why there are different 
Eucharistic prayers, and also, why each one is used?  This 
week we turn to Busted Halo as we consider this question 
in more detail: 

“On another “Mass Class Wednesday,” Father Dave gets a 
question from a dedicated radio listener: “In the missalette, 
I try to follow what the [priest] is reading, and there’s a 
section where it’s called ‘Eucharistic I,’ ‘Eucharistic II’ and 
also ‘Eucharistic Reconciliation I, II, III, and IV,’ and I’m 
not too sure which one to follow [and] why there are 
several.” 

Father Dave starts off with a clarification: “One word you’re 
leaving out is ‘prayer.’ It’s called the Eucharistic Prayer, so 
it’s either ‘Eucharistic Prayer I, II, III, or IV,’ but you’re 
right that there are other ones [like the] ‘Eucharistic Prayer 
for Reconciliation I-II.’ So you said, ‘Why are there 
multiple options?’ That’s a good Mass Class question to 
start with … There are a few reasons … Perhaps at some 
point — I’m not the most precise historian, but I’m gonna 
say pretty early on in the Church’s history — we figured out 
that, you know if we said exactly the same words that last an 
hour every time … Well, you might want to mix it up a little 
bit. We picked the most important things to leave alone and 
remain the same, so the words of institution — when Jesus 
instituted the Eucharist, so the words he said at the Last 
Supper — we don’t touch those. Those are the same every 
time. But again, a lot of the Catholic Church is the 
sacramentality of realizing that we are experiencing this in 
our human-ness. So variety is the spice of life.” 

Father Dave continues: “Aside from the Church worrying 
about us not getting bored, we also couldn’t possibly limit 
the multi-dimensions of how we could praise or thank God 
to just a couple of prayers. If you listen to those [Eucharistic 
Prayers], they all emphasize different things. If essentially 
what’s being asked is, ‘Why are there four different 
Eucharistic Prayers in the Roman Missal,’ you could [just 
as easily ask], ‘Why are there four Gospels in the Bible? 
Why don’t we just tell Matthew’s version?’ Because it’s too 
much to describe with one thing!” 

For a more historical and practical reason, Father Dave 
offers: “Back in the day, as you can imagine, when 
Catholicism was spreading, people were celebrating Mass 
in all sorts of different places all around the world … So, in 
different parts of the known world, there would be different 

rites. … And in the country of Italy, there were two main 
rites, meaning their own sets of prayers. … There was a 
Roman one and a Milanese one – -there were more, but 
those were two of the most popular ones for many 
centuries. … So, now we’ve accumulated a lot of the 
popular ones that were used for centuries and adapted 
them and retained some of these more ancient ones. So, 
Eucharistic Prayers I-IV are the oldest, and the other ones 
that have options are newer editions and whatnot. And 
then to answer [your last question] — how do I know which 
one to follow along with: Some priests, when they begin 
will say ‘Eucharistic Prayer II.’ It’s not actually part of the 
rite, and it’s not really common. You can kind of tell if you 
have your thumb on the page of the missalette — you can 
tell by the beginning because the words are different right 
from the get-go. There’s always a preface, and that would 
probably be hard to [miss].” (Original Air 04-26-17)” 

(This article and the audio clip can be found here: 
https://bustedhalo.com/podcasts/multiple-eucharistic-
prayers) 

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 

Code below. 

Supporting St. Thomas More 
For those looking for a way to provide financial support, 
you can contribute through the following channels: 

- Collections can be dropped in the basket at Sunday Mass.

- You can mail your contribution to the parish office at St. 
Thomas More Parish, 4 Convent Road, Morristown, New 
Jersey 07960 

- You can quickly set up a one-time or recurring donation 
online by going to: https://stthommore.weshareonline.org/

- You can set up a contribution online through the 
Diocese’s site, at helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org.  
Select “St. Thomas More Church – Convent Station” and 
make either a one-time gift or a weekly recurring donation.

Thank you so much for your generosity! 



Welcome Home to Healing 
All Catholic Churches in Morris, Sussex and Passaic 
counties (including St. Thomas More) will have their doors 
open for Confession every Monday night in March between 
7 and 8:30 p.m. as part of the Welcome Home to Healing 
program.  In recognition of this Year of the Eucharistic, we 
will also be offering Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
each Monday during these times.  All are most welcome to 
spend some quiet time with Jesus each Monday and also to 
take part in the beautiful Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Lenten Lunch and Learn 
Pastor Emeritus Father Joe Farias will continue his Lenten 
Lunch and Learn series this Wednesday at noon in the 
Parish Office Basement Meeting Room.  All are very 
welcome! 

Overcoming Disaster 
Malnutrition is widespread in Rwanda, but Gloriose and 
her husband are doing everything they can to keep their 
children healthy and set them up for success. From learning 
to grow a kitchen garden to participating in a micro-savings 
group, Gloriose and Karekezi know it takes many resources 
to help their children thrive. How have you helped others 
access what they need this Lent? Visit crsricebowl.org to 
learn more. 

What are We Called to do During Lent? 
In addition to whatever personal prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving each individual may decide to undertake after 
prayerful consideration, to further foster a spirit of 
reflection during Lent, Catholics age 14 and older are 
called to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all Fridays during Lent. Also, Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are seen as days of fasting 
for Catholics between the ages of 18-59. This means there 
would be only one full, meatless meal, as well as food at 
other regular meal times equaling less than a full meal. 

Please join us in prayer for our Confirmation students this 
week as they prepare to receive the Sacrament this coming 
Friday.  May the Holy Spirit come upon them and remain 
with them always.  A special, heartfelt thank you to Paul 
Critchley and Cathy Miller for all of their tireless efforts in 
leading this program in our parish! 

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, March 29th at 3:00 PM in the 
church.  Our program is based on the video, “The Wild 
Goose” about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The next 
segment of the video is about: 

“The Spirit Remembers” 

Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

Reminder- Current Mass Protocols 
- Masks are not required but are welcome.   
- We will continue to block off some pews on the outer 
sections of our church for anyone who may not be 
comfortable worshiping without masks and social 
distancing.  Kindly do not sit in those seats unless you wear 
a mask and keep distance from others in those sections. 
Please be considerate of those who may be particularly 
vulnerable to illness, or are returning to Mass for the first 
time in months or may not otherwise be comfortable. 
- Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended at 
this time, and everyone is encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion in the hand.   
- Hand sanitizer is always available. 
- We’ll continue to have a box in the back of the church 
rather than taking a collection during Mass. 
Thank you for your patience as we do our best to comply 
with all guidelines and keep everyone as safe and 
comfortable as possible. 





The New Jersey Area  

        Order of Malta Presents:      

“The Legacy of Archbishop Fulton 

 Sheen: Mentor and Friend”  

        With Msgr. Hilary Franco 
         -Former Secretary to Archbishop Sheen 

                           -Advisor, Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the U.N. 

 

 
“There are ultimately only two possible adjustments to life; one is to suit our lives to principles; the 

other is to suit principles to our lives. If we do not live as we think, we soon begin to think as we live. 

The method of adjusting moral principles to the way men live is just a perversion of the order of 

things.”- Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

 

Please join the NJ Area Order of Malta for a talk and reflection on the legacy and gift of this great figure in 

the American Catholic Church and how we can embrace his lessons today during a challenging time for 

people of faith. 

 

Please RSVP to Mike DeBenedetto at mdeben3@gmail.com if you plan to attend. There is no cost to this 

event, but free will/charitable donations will be accepted in furtherance of the NJ Area Order of Malta’s 

mission. 

 Date: Sunday April 3, 2022 

 

 Time: 1:00pm- 3:00pm 

 

 Location: St. Thomas More Church 

         4 Convent Road 

         Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

mailto:mdeben3@gmail.com


A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place right now in the Catholic Church.  It started in October, 2021 and will 
culminate in the final Synod Gathering in Rome in October, 2023.  The synodal journey is of great significance 

for the good of both the universal and local Church. During this process, we invite all the People of God to listen 
to each other, without exception, and with particular care to involve also those who are further away and are 

perhaps sometimes not included or marginalized. 

The synodal journey is a process of listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit.  First and 
foremost, this process is a spiritual process.  It is a period of discernment where we listen to each other, to our 

faith tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us.  This kind of 
discernment is not only a one-time exercise but ultimately a way of life, grounded in Christ, following the lead of 

the Holy Spirit and guided by the teachings of Christ Himself. 

You can find more information on the Diocesan Synod Page, https://rcdop.org/synod-2023, the US Bishops’ 
Synod Site, https://www.usccb.org/synod, and the Official Vatican Synod Site, https://www.synod.va/en.html.  Stay 

tuned for more updates throughout this process! 







Morris Catholic High School in Denville, NJ is accepting applications for the Class of 2026 and for 
transfer students for this upcoming academic year. Learn more about Morris Catholic through our 

Admissions events!  

Our two spring Open House dates are: 

Sunday, April 3rd from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, and  

Wednesday, May 11th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

You can sign up for these events at www.morriscatholic.org/openhouse/

We are also offering shadow days and in-person campus tours. Contact admissions@morriscatholic.org 
to schedule one of these visits or for more information about our application process!  

You can also visit www.morriscatholic.org to learn more about all of our athletic, academic, and 
extracurricular programs. 






