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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
April 3, 2022

             Woman, where are they....?

             No way this is the last Sunday before Holy Week. 
I can’t believe Lent is almost gone.  Didn’t the Season fly 
by?  I feel as I didn’t so much give anything up as I feel I 
simply ‘gave up’ for Lent.  That felt much easier.  But wait, 
our journey continues with the woman caught in the ‘very 
act’ of adultery.  You see, it was a slow news day on the 
Mount of Olives and the Pharisees did not have Netflix at 
the time.  Add to that the COVID shutdown, and they had 
a lot of time on their hands.  They ordered Door Dash one 
last time before their boredom brought them to the woman 
they ‘caught’ in sin (Pharisee Bob ordered the Bang 
Shrimp, it being Lent and all.  A little spicy, but highly 
recommended.  Plus, Bob is not supposed to have breaded 
stuff, but he went for it.).  Anyway, well?  Now what?  Well, 
as we prepare for Holy Week, we see that the ‘Pharisees’ 
in our lives have no interest in the ‘law’ of God.  They 
wanted to trap Jesus, and by extension, they want to accuse 
you and me.  As Jesus writes in the ground, He upholds the 
Law, not by declaring the woman innocent, but by 
reminding the Pharisees that they are no better than anyone 
else.  Mr. Butch Schieber was a cattle farmer in Conception 
Junction, Missouri, population like, 286, I think.  I know 
this because Mr. Schieber is the father of a seminary 
classmate of mine.  I’ve been to Conception Junction a 
couple of times.  Mr. Schieber always said, ‘don’t ever think 
you’re better than you are.’  I’ve never forgotten that 
mantra.  ‘Ol Butch didn’t have time for Pharisees.  Neither 
does Jesus.  May you receive and accept a special grace this 
Holy Week!! 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
March 26-27: $5,259.00 

 “Each one must do as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

April 4 -  Saint Isidore of Seville 
Hamza Muheisen 

April 5 -  Saint Vincent Ferrer 
John Gallagher 

April 6 -  Saint Crescentia Hoess 
Pat Schell 

April 7 -  Saint John Baptist de La Salle 
Maria Woodruff 

April 8 -  Saint Julie Billiart 
Evelyn Sanchez 

April 9 -  Saint Casilda 
Kevin LaHiff 
Joseph Murphy 

April 10- Palm Sunday 
8 am:   Leonard Bendzin 
            Monsignor Joseph Ferrito

11 am:  Marleny Castano

7 pm:   Amy Lynn Miller

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Anthony Balloutine, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John 
O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, Bethann and 
Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn 
Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email smarshall@stmnj.org, complete our online 
Mass request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card
or click on the link on our home page.  Please try to 
provide at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow 
adequate time.  In your request, please let us know if you’d 
like us to mail the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



Sacraments 101: The Eucharist is the True Body 
and Blood of Jesus 

“‘Out of the darkness of my life, so much frustrated, I put 
before you the one great thing to love on Earth: the Blessed 
Sacrament...there you will find romance, glory, honor, 
fidelity, and the true way of all your loves on earth, and 
more than that: Death.’ 

These are words that author J.R.R. Tolkien wrote to his son 
in a letter. Tolkien was a man who had seen and 
experienced a lot in his life: both great joys and tragic losses. 
And, as is evident from his words, he was also someone 
whose Catholic faith was central to his life. And I think 
these words of Tolkien beautifully capture the gift that, our 
next Sacrament, the Holy Eucharist, is for us. 

While Tolkien’s closing sentiment may seem morbid, his 
words remind us that all of the earthly things that we love 
are subject to death... they either eventually leave us or we 
eventually leave them. And while this reminder may sound 
depressing or discouraging, Tolkien points out that the 
Eucharist, the Sacrament which makes the real Body and 
Blood of Jesus truly present to us, contains, in a way, God’s 
remedy for death. 

And we can say this because the Eucharist is the true Body 
and Blood of Jesus, our Savior who has freely “entered 
into” death precisely to save us from it. In other words, 
where the Eucharist is, there Jesus is present with us....and 
where Jesus is present with us, we too share in His victory 
over death. 

Eucharist is spiritual nourishment for us during our 
pilgrimage on this Earth. This is one of the reasons why the 
Eucharist is one of the Sacraments that can be received 
more than once...because we all need to be fed repeatedly 
if we are to stay alive.” 

By: Father Michael Bovino, Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Norwich, January 30, 2021 

https://www.norwichdiocese.org/Stay-Informed/All-Diocesan-
Articles/ID/4910/Sacraments-101-The-Eucharist-is-the-True-Body-

and-Blood-of-Jesus

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 

Code below. 

Congratulations to all of our Confirmation students who 
received the Sacrament from Bishop Sweeney this past 
Friday evening.  It was such a nice event for them and their 
families, as well as our entire parish.  A special thank you 
to Paul Critchley and Cathy Miller for their tireless work, 
efforts and dedication in not only preparing these young 
men for Confirmation but in all of the years they have 
given to the religious education program in this parish. 
They have been and continue to be a real blessing to this 
community. 

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, April 12th at 3:00 PM in the church.  
Our program is based on the video, “The Wild Goose”
about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The next segment of 
the video is about: 

“The Spirit Remembers” 

Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

Fellowship Garden State Hospice Invites You to 
Join Its Dynamic Team of Caregivers 

Only a few hours of your time can make all the difference 
in the world.  Our volunteers provide general 
companionship and respite to hospice patients and their 
families.  No previous experience required.  Must be 18 
years of age, possess a valid driver’s license and willing to 
undergo background check.  Proof of Covid-19 vaccine 
required.  Learn how your presence can make an impact 
on someone’s life.  Training sessions start Tuesday, April 
26th.  For more information and/or packet please contact: 
Stella Benedict at 908-580-3888 or by email at 
sbenedict@fellowshipsl.org, or Josephine Mazzeo at 908-
797-1635 or by email at mazzeo@fellowshipsl.org.  



Welcome Home to Healing 
All Catholic Churches in Morris, Sussex and Passaic 
counties (including St. Thomas More) will have their doors 
open for Confession every Monday night in March between 
7 and 8:30 p.m. as part of the Welcome Home to Healing 
program.  In recognition of this Year of the Eucharistic, we 
will also be offering Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
each Monday during these times.  All are most welcome to 
spend some quiet time with Jesus each Monday and also to 
take part in the beautiful Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Stations of the Cross 
You are invited to join us for Stations of the Cross at 7 pm 
on Good Friday.  It’s a perfect opportunity in the midst of 
the Easter Triduum to spend some time with Jesus.  All 
ages are always welcome! 

Making a Difference 
Hunger impacts millions of women, men and children 
around the world. Throughout Lent we have encountered 
communities in Guatemala, Bangladesh and Rwanda that 
are overcoming this problem so their members can have 
brighter futures. How is your community working to 
address hunger or other injustices locally and globally? Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

What are We Called to do During Lent? 
In addition to whatever personal prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving each individual may decide to undertake after 
prayerful consideration, to further foster a spirit of 
reflection during Lent, Catholics age 14 and older are 
called to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all Fridays during Lent. Also, Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are seen as days of fasting 
for Catholics between the ages of 18-59. This means there 
would be only one full, meatless meal, as well as food at 
other regular meal times equaling less than a full meal. 

Our friends at Morris Catholic High School have asked us 
to announce that they are now accepting applications for 
the Class of 2026 and for transfer students for this 
upcoming academic year.  Their two spring open house 
dates are April 3 from 2 to 4 pm and May 11 from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm.  More information about these events, campus 
tours and all Morris Catholic has to offer can be found on 
their website, www.morriscatholic.org.  

Assumption College for Sisters 
Assumption College for Sisters has asked us to pass along 
their summer session schedule: 

200 A Morris Avenue in Denville 

SUMMER SESSION 2022 
May 23-July 1 

Th 201 The Church:  Its Nature and History  
3 credits 

Sister Carol Schuyler, SCC 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00 a.m.  –  11:45 a.m. 
May 30:  Holiday, no classes 

Th 203     Fundamental Moral Theology   
3 credits 

Rafael Gonzales, MA 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
May 30:  Holiday, no classes 

INFORMATION:   To register contact Sister Teresa 
Bruno, Academic Dean 

Phone:     973-957-0188 Ext. 106 
E-mail:    academicdean@acs350.org 

Cost – Three Credit Course:    $510 
Cost – Audited Course $255 



(Adoration will take place following Mass until Midnight) 

(Followed at 4 pm by the opportunity for Individual Confessions) 





The New Jersey Area  

        Order of Malta Presents:      

“The Legacy of Archbishop Fulton 

 Sheen: Mentor and Friend”  

        With Msgr. Hilary Franco 
         -Former Secretary to Archbishop Sheen 

                           -Advisor, Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the U.N. 

 

 
“There are ultimately only two possible adjustments to life; one is to suit our lives to principles; the 

other is to suit principles to our lives. If we do not live as we think, we soon begin to think as we live. 

The method of adjusting moral principles to the way men live is just a perversion of the order of 

things.”- Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

 

Please join the NJ Area Order of Malta for a talk and reflection on the legacy and gift of this great figure in 

the American Catholic Church and how we can embrace his lessons today during a challenging time for 

people of faith. 

 

Please RSVP to Mike DeBenedetto at mdeben3@gmail.com if you plan to attend. There is no cost to this 

event, but free will/charitable donations will be accepted in furtherance of the NJ Area Order of Malta’s 

mission. 

 Date: Sunday April 3, 2022 

 

 Time: 1:00pm- 3:00pm 

 

 Location: St. Thomas More Church 

         4 Convent Road 

         Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

mailto:mdeben3@gmail.com


A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place right now in the Catholic Church.  It started in October, 2021 and will 
culminate in the final Synod Gathering in Rome in October, 2023.  The synodal journey is of great significance 

for the good of both the universal and local Church. During this process, we invite all the People of God to listen 
to each other, without exception, and with particular care to involve also those who are further away and are 

perhaps sometimes not included or marginalized. 

The synodal journey is a process of listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit.  First and 
foremost, this process is a spiritual process.  It is a period of discernment where we listen to each other, to our 

faith tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us.  This kind of 
discernment is not only a one-time exercise but ultimately a way of life, grounded in Christ, following the lead of 

the Holy Spirit and guided by the teachings of Christ Himself. 

You can find more information on the Diocesan Synod Page, https://rcdop.org/synod-2023, the US Bishops’ 
Synod Site, https://www.usccb.org/synod, and the Official Vatican Synod Site, https://www.synod.va/en.html.  Stay 

tuned for more updates throughout this process! 




