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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from Labor Day 
through Memorial Day, with the exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email smarshall@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or)  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
April 10, 2022

             ....and when He said that He breathed His last....

             The triumph symbolized by today’s palms mirrors 
the Tragedy of the Cross.  The rejoicing of Hosanna
morphs into the rejection of Crucify Him.  Human nature 
is notoriously fickle, and it causes Jesus to breath His last. 
I have a small ‘carved’ sign in my office that says, ‘Breathe.’ 
It ostensibly serves to remind me not to punch a wall when 
I get angry, but to instead focus on the indispensable action 
of breath.  One commentator speculated that from the 
conclusion of the Last Supper to Jesus’s breathing His last 
at 3PM the next day, Christ’s Passion lasted about 18 hours. 
Jesus endured this for us.  Mel Gibson’s movie The Passion
of the Christ is a haunting interpretation of the same, 
culminating in Jesus’s struggle to breathe due to the weight 
of His own body on the Cross.  As a matter of personal 
opinion, I think Gibson’s movie was an amazing film and 
work of devotion.  But I have only made it through that 
movie 1.5 times and I do not recommend it for everyone 
due to its shocking depictions of reality.  I’ve been 
traumatized by other movies before, such as Willie Wonka
and even E.T. (Yes, E.T…hey, don’t judge!).  But The 
Passion of the Christ stands on its own in deference to the 
Triumph and Tragedy we celebrate today.  The One Who 
asphyxiates on the Cross will soon appear behind locked 
doors and breathe upon the Disciples who in turn breathe 
down the millennia the very breath of God.  Happy Holy 
Week and don’t ever forget to breathe deeply, my 
friends.....  

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!!!!   

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
April 2-3: $4,568.00 

 “Each one must do as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

April 11 -  Saint Stanislaus 
Hamza Muhesien 

April 12 -  Saint Teresa of Los Andes 
Bud and Carm Sautter 

April 13 -  Saint Martin I 
Thomas Sullivan  

April 14 -  Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
People of the Parish 

April 15 -  Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
No Mass 

April 16 -  Holy Saturday 
Margaret Cummins 
Margarita Granflor 

April 11- Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord 
8 am:   Leonard Bendzin 
            Monsignor Joseph Ferrito

11 am:  Marleny Castano

No 7 pm Mass

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Anthony Balloutine, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John 
O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, Bethann and 
Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn 
Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email smarshall@stmnj.org, complete our online 
Mass request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card
or click on the link on our home page.  Please try to 
provide at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow 
adequate time.  In your request, please let us know if you’d 
like us to mail the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
As we enter into Holy Week during this Year of the 

Eucharist, we take a few moments to especially consider 
Holy Thursday and its great significance in our Church. 

Except for the resurrection on Easter, Holy Thursday is possibly 
one of the most important, complex, and profound days of 
celebration in the Catholic Church. Holy Thursday celebrates 
the institution of the Eucharist as the true body and blood of 
Jesus Christ and the institution of the sacrament of the 
priesthood. 

During the Last Supper, Jesus offers himself as the Passover 
sacrifice, the sacrificial lamb, and teaches that every ordained 
priest is to follow the same sacrifice in the exact same way. Christ 
also bids farewell to his followers and prophesizes that one of 
them will betray him and hand him over to the Roman soldiers.

Around the world, Bishops and priests come together at their 
local Cathedrals on Holy Thursday morning to celebrate the 
institution of the priesthood. During the Mass, the bishop blesses 
the Oil of Chrism that will be used for Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Anointing of the sick or dying. 

At this Mass, the bishop washes the feet of twelve priests to 
symbolize Christ’s washing of his twelve Apostles, our first 
bishops and priests. 

Later that night, after sundown – because Passover began at 
sundown-  the Holy Thursday Liturgy takes place, marking the 
end of Lent and the beginning of the sacred “Triduum,” or three, 
of Holy Week. These days are the three holiest days in the 
Catholic Church. 

This Mass stresses the importance Jesus puts on the humility of 
service, and the need for cleansing with water, a symbol of 
baptism. Also emphasized are the critical importance of the 
Eucharist and the sacrifice of Christ’s Body, which we now find 
present in the consecrated Host. 

At the conclusion of the Mass, the faithful are invited to continue 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the night, just as 
the disciples were invited to stay up with the Lord during His 
agony in the garden before His betrayal by Judas. 

After Holy Thursday, no Mass will be celebrated again in the 
Church until the Easter Vigil celebrates and proclaims the 
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/56086/the-
significance-of-holy-thursday

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 

Code below. 

Congratulations to all of our Confirmation students who 
received the Sacrament from Bishop Sweeney this past 
Friday evening.  It was such a nice event for them and their 
families, as well as our entire parish.  A special thank you 
to Paul Critchley and Cathy Miller for their tireless work, 
efforts and dedication in not only preparing these young 
men for Confirmation but in all of the years they have 
given to the religious education program in this parish. 
They have been and continue to be a real blessing to this 
community. 

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting on Tuesday, April 12th at 3:00 PM in the church.  
Our program is based on the video, “The Wild Goose”
about the work of the Holy Spirit.  The next segment of 
the video is about: 

“The Spirit Remembers” 

Following the video we will share how this aspect of the 
Holy Spirit’s activity affects our own lives and faith.  For 
further information or questions, call Frank Miles at 973-
538-6554 or email lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

Fellowship Garden State Hospice Invites You to 
Join Its Dynamic Team of Caregivers 

Only a few hours of your time can make all the difference 
in the world.  Our volunteers provide general 
companionship and respite to hospice patients and their 
families.  No previous experience required.  Must be 18 
years of age, possess a valid driver’s license and willing to 
undergo background check.  Proof of Covid-19 vaccine 
required.  Learn how your presence can make an impact 
on someone’s life.  Training sessions start Tuesday, April 
26th.  For more information and/or packet please contact: 
Stella Benedict at 908-580-3888 or by email at 
sbenedict@fellowshipsl.org, or Josephine Mazzeo at 908-
797-1635 or by email at mazzeo@fellowshipsl.org.  



Stations of the Cross 
You are invited to join us for Stations of the Cross at 7 pm 
on Good Friday.  It’s a perfect opportunity in the midst of 
the Easter Triduum to spend some time with Jesus.  All 
ages are always welcome! 

Sharing God’s Love 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life. –John 3:16 As we enter Holy Week, 
we remember how our Lord suffered and died so that each 
and every one of us might be saved from sin and have 
eternal life. Reflect on God’s infinite love for you. How 
have you responded to that love this Lent, and how can you 
share it with others? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

Thank you to all who have so generously participated in the 
Rice Bowl project throughout the Lenten Season.  Kindly 
combine your total your contributions into one check 
payable to St. Thomas More, write “CRS Rice Bowl” in the 
memo line, and put it in the collection box.  The parish will 
gather all the donations and send them to Catholic Relief 
Services. 

Blessing of the Food 
The traditional Blessing of the Food will take place on 
Saturday, April 16 at 9 mm in the Church. All are welcome 
to bring baskets of Easter food to be blessed. 

What are We Called to do During Lent? 
In addition to whatever personal prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving each individual may decide to undertake after 
prayerful consideration, to further foster a spirit of 
reflection during Lent, Catholics age 14 and older are 
called to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all Fridays during Lent. Also, Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are seen as days of fasting 
for Catholics between the ages of 18-59. This means there 
would be only one full, meatless meal, as well as food at 
other regular meal times equaling less than a full meal. 

Our friends at Morris Catholic High School have asked us 
to announce that they are now accepting applications for 
the Class of 2026 and for transfer students for this 
upcoming academic year.  Their two spring open house 
dates are April 3 from 2 to 4 pm and May 11 from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm.  More information about these events, campus 
tours and all Morris Catholic has to offer can be found on 
their website, www.morriscatholic.org.  

Assumption College for Sisters 
Assumption College for Sisters has asked us to pass along 
their summer session schedule: 

200 A Morris Avenue in Denville 

SUMMER SESSION 2022 
May 23-July 1 

Th 201 The Church:  Its Nature and History  
3 credits 

Sister Carol Schuyler, SCC 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00 a.m.  –  11:45 a.m. 
May 30:  Holiday, no classes 

Th 203     Fundamental Moral Theology   
3 credits 

Rafael Gonzales, MA 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
May 30:  Holiday, no classes 

INFORMATION:   To register contact Sister Teresa 
Bruno, Academic Dean 

Phone:     973-957-0188 Ext. 106 
E-mail:    academicdean@acs350.org 

Cost – Three Credit Course:    $510 
Cost – Audited Course $255 



(Adoration will take place following Mass until Midnight) 

(Followed at 4 pm by the opportunity for Individual Confessions) 



A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place right now in the Catholic Church.  It started in October, 2021 and will 
culminate in the final Synod Gathering in Rome in October, 2023.  The synodal journey is of great significance 

for the good of both the universal and local Church. During this process, we invite all the People of God to listen 
to each other, without exception, and with particular care to involve also those who are further away and are 

perhaps sometimes not included or marginalized. 

The synodal journey is a process of listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit.  First and 
foremost, this process is a spiritual process.  It is a period of discernment where we listen to each other, to our 

faith tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us.  This kind of 
discernment is not only a one-time exercise but ultimately a way of life, grounded in Christ, following the lead of 

the Holy Spirit and guided by the teachings of Christ Himself. 

You can find more information on the Diocesan Synod Page, https://rcdop.org/synod-2023, the US Bishops’ 
Synod Site, https://www.usccb.org/synod, and the Official Vatican Synod Site, https://www.synod.va/en.html.  Stay 

tuned for more updates throughout this process! 






