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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from the weekend after 
Labor Day through the weekend before Memorial Day, with the 
exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email info@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email info@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or) 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 15, 2022

              I give you a new commandment: love one another.

              Hey, wait a minute, Jesus.  Not so fast.  With 
respect, is that commandment ‘new?’  Is Jesus plagiarizing? 
Isn’t that the ‘Golden Rule...’?  All of us love ‘new’ stuff, be 
it a new car smell, a new season of our favorite series or 
favorite sport.  (You might notice that we are deftly not 
mentioning my beloved Mets, because it’s only May, but it’s 
been exciting thus far, and I don’t want to put any bad mojo 
on the season!). But if I exuded just a little more patience 
and read further, it seems Jesus didn’t plagiarize.  We note 
the newness of Jesus’ commandment is as advertised when 
He adds, ‘As I have loved you, so you should also love one 
another.’  Yup.  There’s that ‘new’ thing He was talking 
about.  Jesus, my Lord and Savior, while I appreciate 
novelty and all, let’s not get crazy here.  Because if I am 
reading Your Words correctly, loving others as You love 
me means complete self-gift.  Isn’t that a bit overboard? 
Asking for a friend.  Jesus, I am not sure if You’re on 
Twitter, but people are calling Catholic teaching ‘extreme’ 
and are voicing these feelings loudly.  With respect, our 
world is in flux, and here You are giving us a New 
Commandment.  Look, I am not into marketing, either, but 
this New Commandment just seems ill-timed.  Our culture 
craves choice untethered from Truth to the irreparable 
harm of countless lives.  But You are telling us that love is 
not mere fuzzy sentiment.  As our old friend Fr. Ronald 
Knox reminded us of the Cost of Your New 
Commandment, Our work is to colonize Heaven. Theirs is 
to breed for Utopia. (Knox, The Belief of Catholics). 

God Bless you!!!!!!!!!! 

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
May 7-8:                                                              $4,750.00 

“Each one must do as he has made up his mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

May 16 -  Saint Margaret of Cortona  
Timoteo Granflor  

May 17 -  Saint Paschal Baylon    
Rev. Gregory Green   

May 18 -  Saint John I 
Mary Sczyrek  

May 19 - Saint Theophilus of Corte  
Special Intention  

May 20 - Saint Bernardine of Siena  
Donalee A. Markiewicz and James Goodson   

May 21 - Saint Cristóbal Magallanes and Companions   
Pauline Falcone and Joseph Trunk  

May 22 – Sixth Sunday of Easter  
8 am:  Margaret King

11 am:  Maureen Brodeur, Walter Glynn and Allan 
Surdi

7 pm:   Victims of the Recent Tragedy in Buffalo 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Anthony Balloutine, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John 
O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, Christopher Popp, Bethann and 
Bob Panzer, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn 
Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God bring them and 
their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to Sue 
Marshall at smarshall@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email smarshall@stmnj.org, complete our online 
Mass request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card
or click on the link on our home page.  Please try to 
provide at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow 
adequate time.  In your request, please let us know if you’d 
like us to mail the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  
Our Mass intentions are finalized at least one week in 
advance so please understand we unfortunately may not 
always be able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



USCCB Resources on the Eucharist 
As we continue our celebration of the Year of the Eucharist, 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops offers 
some great resources for our journey.  They can be found 
here: https://www.usccb.org/eucharist.  The page offers 
written and video reflections as well as prayers to help 
deepen our understand and experience of this “source and 
summit of the Christian life.”  It’s definitely worth checking 
out! 

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 

Code below. 

We Honor our Blessed Mother in a Special 
Way During this Month of May 

Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima 
O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most holy 

Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the children of 
Fatima and reveal a glorious message. We implore 

you, inspire in our hearts a fervent love for the 
recitation of the Rosary. By meditating on the 

mysteries of the redemption that are recalled therein 
may we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Redeemer. 

Amen. 

MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE FOR THE 
SUMMER!! 

Please spread the word that our Sunday evening Mass 
will be taking a hiatus for the summer.  Next Sunday, 
May 22, will be our last 7 pm Sunday Mass until after 
Labor Day. 

Change to Celebration of the Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord

The Latin-rite diocesan Bishops of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Newark (that is, in all of New Jersey), 
decided earlier this year to permanently transfer the 
observance of the Solemnity of the Ascension of the 
Lord Jesus to the Seventh Sunday of Easter.  So, please 
note the celebration will be on Sunday, May 29, not on 
a Thursday. 

Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild will meet next Thursday, May 26th at 
1:00 pm in the Basement Meeting Room.  At this month’s 
meeting we’ll have a special treat— a reading of the play 
Visiting-Ann written by our own Norma Mortimer.  All 
women are most welcome! 



St. Paul Inside the Walls - 2022 Garden Party 
All are invited to the 2022 Garden Party at St. Paul Inside 
the Walls on Friday, June 3, 2022 starting at 7 pm.  Each 
ticket includes dinner provided by the Brownstone and an 
open bar.  There will also be opportunities to walk away 
with a bottle of wine from the wine pull as well as silent 
auction prizes.  Your support and presence will help sustain 
the mission of the Evangelization Office at St. Paul Inside 
the Walls and the many fulfilling programs and events that 
are run there.  Please purchase your ticket by May 18 at 
https://insidethewalls.org/gardenparty. In connection with 
the Garden Party, St. Paul Inside the Walls is taking wine 
donations through Cambridge Wines in Morristown. Each 
bottle of wine purchased through the special link will be 
raffled off at the Garden Party on June 3.  Please join the 
fun and donate a bottle of wine by following this link: 
https://www.cambridgewinesnj.com/our-services/wine-
pull/st-paul-inside-the-walls/

Eucharistic Retreat  
Saturday, June 11, 8 am – 3 pm 

The Diocese of Paterson is teaming up with Sadlier for a 
Eucharistic Retreat lead by John Collins.  This is a free 
spiritual retreat for catechists, leaders, evangelizers and 
members of ministries throughout the Diocese of Paterson. 
The Gospel presents us with the opportunity to nourish 
ourselves with the Word of God and the Living Bread that 
came down from Heaven, which at the same time qualifies 
us for ministry and holiness. In this Eucharistic retreat, we 
will be addressing the Eucharistic foundations for a ministry 
with authentically Catholic spirituality.   

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child 
Spring Admission Event: 
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, an all-girls, Catholic 
Independent school, grades 7-12 invites you to campus for 
our Upper School Spring Information Session on Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022 from 9 – 10 a.m. We are also hosting campus 
group tours, designed for students applying for the 23-24 
school year. For more information and to register, please 
visit our website at www.oakknoll.org or call the Admission 
Office at 908-522-8109. Pre-registration for all events is 
required. 

Volunteers Needed for STM’s 2022-3 Religious 
Education Program 

After a year’s hiatus due to a lack of volunteers, we are very 
excited to be bringing back our religious education 
program for our elementary school aged students!  A 
special “thank you” to Keith Gatti who will be leading the 
program.  Keith is looking for volunteers to help teach.  If 
interested, please email Keith at keithgatti@gmail.com or 
call Tina in the parish office.  No previous experience is 
required. Keith will walk you through the process of the 
Diocesan background check and also obtaining a 
Protecting God’s Children Certificate.  More information 
regarding the Protecting God’s Children Program and how 
to register for an upcoming session can be found at: 
https://rcdop.org/child-protection. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of helping to reinstitute this vital 
ministry!   

Annual Corpus Christi Food Drive 
It’s time again for the Diocese’s annual Corpus Christi 
Food Drive, and the in-person drive is back this year!
Starting this weekend and continuing through the Feast of 
Corpus Christi on June 19, we ask you to please consider 
bringing a donation to help the 3 Catholic Charities food 
pantries who so desperately need our help.  As in years 
past, each parish has been assigned a specific item.  Ours 
is Canned Meals such as beef stew, chili and Chef 
Boyardee.  If you would prefer, you can also make a 
monetary donation online at ccpaterson.org/corpus.  
Thank you, as always, for your generosity! 

Potential Parish Choir 
As we are continuing to actively explore options for the 
next chapter of our music ministry here at St. Thomas 
More, one of our resident musicians, Al Olivier, is looking 
into the possibility of forming a parish choir.  Any and all 
levels of amateur and/or professional voices and musical 
backgrounds are welcome.  For more information, please 
see the handouts which are available in the church 
vestibule or contact Al via text at  973/978-4846  or via 
email at aomusicmind@gmail.com.      



Feast of Corpus Christi: Sunday, June 19, 2022 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted those living in poverty the most and Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Paterson’s 3 Food Pantries (Father English Center, Paterson; Hope House, Dover; 

and Partnership for Social Services, Franklin) are giving out more food than ever before. 

Most months, Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson gives out food to 5,000 - 7,000 people at 
their 3 food pantries. Through COVID-19 this number has more than quadrupled, with our 

pantries assisting 20,000 children, women and men monthly! In November of 2022, we gave out 
food to nearly 29,000 individuals!  

Now through the feast of the Corpus Christi (June 19th), you can offer much needed aid to 
Catholic Charities through our 9th Annual Corpus Christi Food Drive. 

This year, we are bringing this event back to a live format.  You may click here to view a listing of 
all parishes in the Diocese of Paterson along with our wish list items.  

If your parish, or service group is not listed on this page and you would like to host your own 
drive, please email info@ccpaterson.org.  

You may also make a monetary donation below or mail a donation to: 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson 

Corpus Christi Food Drive 
777 Valley Road 
Clifton, NJ 07013    

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic Charities and our brothers and sisters in need.  
God bless you all! 

You can make a one-time or recurring, tax-deductible contribution to support Catholic Charities’ 3 food pantries 
at https://ccpaterson.org/corpus.  Please email: Info@ccpaterson.org, or call 973-279-7100 ext. 2038 for more 

information. 



A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place right now in the Catholic Church.  It started in October, 2021 and will 
culminate in the final Synod Gathering in Rome in October, 2023.  The synodal journey is of great significance 

for the good of both the universal and local Church. During this process, we invite all the People of God to listen 
to each other, without exception, and with particular care to involve also those who are further away and are 

perhaps sometimes not included or marginalized. 

The synodal journey is a process of listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit.  First and 
foremost, this process is a spiritual process.  It is a period of discernment where we listen to each other, to our 

faith tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us.  This kind of 
discernment is not only a one-time exercise but ultimately a way of life, grounded in Christ, following the lead of 

the Holy Spirit and guided by the teachings of Christ Himself. 

You can find more information on the Diocesan Synod Page, https://rcdop.org/synod-2023, the US Bishops’ 
Synod Site, https://www.usccb.org/synod, and the Official Vatican Synod Site, https://www.synod.va/en.html.  Stay 

tuned for more updates throughout this process! 




