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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [from the weekend after 
Labor Day through the weekend before Memorial Day, with the 
exception of holiday weekends] 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass and 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please email info@stmnj.org or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please email info@stmnj.org or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



Blast from the Past(or) 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 14, 2022

             Do you think I have come to bring peace on earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division.

      Come again?  Jesus’s Words seem counterintuitive, 
inimical to the Prince of Peace, God-Hero and Wonder 
Counselor.  Jesus had better be careful, else He will be 
summoned to HR.  Savior of the World or not, Jesus needs 
to know that there are some things we can’t utter in our 
society.  Does Jesus want to be banned  from Twitter or Tik 
Tok?  Clutch the pearls!  But if I catch my breath and 
rationalize a bit, I learn that Christ’s Passion is not so much 
confirming how awesome we are as it is about making us 
who we are.  In a culture of participation trophies, Christ 
stands painfully athwart.  Christ sets the world ablaze, and 
this is a good thing as it singes our ego, stripping us down to 
the Imago, in Whose Image and Likeness we are formed. 
The Fire desired by Christ exposes the thoughts of all 
hearts.  Remember Christianity 101: Love is difficult and 
painful.  As a really smart guy named Dostoyevsky wrote, 
‘love is harsh and dreadful.’  (I never did complete reading 
Brothers Karamazov, even though I have been known to 
still carry it around to pools and beaches, in hopes of 
impressing interested passersby.  ‘Oh, this?  It’s just some 
Dostoyevsky. Just some light beach reading.’).  We will 
eventually come to burn in the Fire Christ desires, making 
us One in Divine Love.  In today’s Gospel, Christ is the 
reminder that we will no longer live as we used to, if we call 
Him Lord.  

God Bless you!!!!!!  

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 

Weekend Collection for 
August 6-7:                                                           $ 5,080.00

“Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

Thank You! 
In response to Sister Draru Mary Cecilia’s appeal last 
weekend for the Little Sisters of Mary Immaculate Gulu, 
our parish collected a total of $3,250.00.  The sisters 
wanted us to pass along their sincere gratitude for this very 
generous support.  Thank you, as always, for your 
generosity!

August 16 –  Saint Stephen of Hungary 
Rev. Matthew Twiggs  

August 17 –  Saint Joan of the Cross  
Duncan Sinclair  

August 18 –   Saint Louis of Toulouse   
Priscilla Stafford  

August 19 –  Saint John Eudes    
Julien Amason 

August 20 –   Saint Bernard of Clairvaux   
Sandy Clyde 
Martin Molamphy 

August 21 – Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8 am:  Carmella Gervasio 
11 am: Hans Schmid 
            Neil Kilcoyne

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Fred Donikowski, Barbara Kline, Ray Meyers, 
Lorraine Zedalis Moschini, John O’Neil, Bobby Polidore, 
Christopher Popp, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Eileen 
Scheibner, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene 
Widmer.  May God bring them and their families His 
healing, comfort and peace.  If you would like to have your 
name or that of a loved one included in (or removed from) 
the request for healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, 
please send an email to info@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you’d like to request a Mass to be said for a loved one, 
please email info@stmnj.org, complete our online Mass 
request form at https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card or 
click on the link on our home page.  Please try to provide 
at least 24 hours’ notice for a card to allow adequate time.  
In your request, please let us know if you’d like us to mail 
the card or leave it for you to pick it up.  Our Mass 
intentions are finalized at least one week in advance so 
please understand we unfortunately may not always be 
able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



 Quick Quotes on the Eucharist  
So many great saints and leaders in the Church have 
offered us powerful reflections on the gift of the Eucharist.  
We share some more this week…

“Know also that you will probably gain more by praying 
15 minutes before the Blessed Sacrament than by all the 
other spiritual exercises of the day.” 

- St. Alphonsus Liguori 

“Keep close to the Catholic Church at all times, for the 
Church alone can give you true peace, since she alone 
possesses Jesus, the true Prince of Peace, in the Blessed 
Sacrament.” 

- Saint Padre Pio 

“The Eucharist is Jesus who gives Himself entirely to us.  
Feeding on Him and abiding in Him through Eucharistic 
communion — if we do so in faith — transforms our lives 
into a gift to God and to our brothers and sisters.” 

- Pope Francis 

“Every time we look at the Blessed Sacrament, our place 
in heaven is raised forever.” 

- Saint Gertrude the Great 

For more information regarding the celebrations of this 
year in our Diocese, please check out the Diocesan page 
at https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist or use the QR 
Code below. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Although the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is not considered a “Holy Day of Obligation”
this year, all are encouraged and welcome to join us in 
celebrating this beautiful solemnity in our Church.  Mass 
will be celebrated at 8:15 am on Monday.

St. Thomas More’s 
2022-3 Religious Education Program 

Additional details regarding class registration and 
orientation will be coming soon, so please stay tuned!  If 
you would like to assist as a catechist, please email Keith 
Gatti at keithgatti@gmail.com or call Tina in the parish 
office.  No previous experience is required. Thank you for 
your prayerful consideration of helping to reinstitute this 
vital ministry!   

Eucharistic Congress – September 22-25, 2022 
Registration Now Open 

A Eucharistic Congress is a privileged moment of grace in 
the local church.  Guiding our Congress will be 
Archbishop Rino Fisichella.  On February 11, 2022, Pope 
Francis wrote these words to Archbishop Fisichella 
regarding the Jubilee 2025, “To you, dear Brother, I 
entrust responsibility for finding suitable ways for the Holy 
Year 2025 to be planned and celebrated with deep faith, 
lively hope and active charity.  The Dicastery charged with 
promoting the new evangelization can help make this 
season of grace a significant stimulus to the pastoral 
outreach of the particular Churches which are called in 
these years to intensify their commitment to synodality.” 
Led by the power of the Holy Spirit and strengthened by 
our Eucharistic Lord we celebrate our unity as the Body 
of Christ. Join Bishop Sweeney in welcoming Archbishop 
Fisichella who will guide us in the pastoral plan of our 
Holy Father toward living the Evangelii Gaudium – the joy 
of the Gospel.  Please take this opportunity to register at 
https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist. For more 
information, please see the attached flyer. 

Sisters of Christian Charity Golf Outing 
Announcing the 9th Annual Sisters of Christian Charity 
Golf Outing on Thursday, September 29, 2022 at the 
beautiful Cedar Hill Country Club in Livingston.  
Individual golfers, foursomes and sponsors are welcome.  
For further information or to register online, go to: 
www.scceast.org/golf-outing or email 
dev.director@scceast.org. They hope to see you there! 



of
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Friday, September 23rd -
Sunday, September 25th

Bishop Sweeney and the Diocese of Paterson
welcome Archbishop Rino Fisichella,
Pontifical Council for Promoting the 
New Evangelization to speak on the Eucharist 
and the New Evangelization.

Registration is required.

Visit rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist
for more information and to register
or scan the QR code.

Friday, September 23rd - 7pm

Holy Hour/Evening Prayer
and Presentation for Priests, 
Religious, and Deacons

Saturday, September 24th - 10am

Mid-Morning Prayer and Presentation 
in English (9:30am - Refreshments in 
the Rodimer Center)

Saturday, September 24th - 2pm

Mid-Afternoon Prayer and Presentation 
in Spanish (1:30pm - Refreshments in 
the Rodimer Center)

Sunday, September 25th - 3pm

Closing Bi-Lingual Mass

All events will take place at
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist

381 Grand Street, Paterson, New Jersey

Parking Available in the County Lot
across from the Cathedral Offices.

YOUNG
PROPHETS

Eucharistic Congress



A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place right now in the Catholic Church.  It started in October, 2021 and will 
culminate in the final Synod Gathering in Rome in October, 2023.  The synodal journey is of great significance 

for the good of both the universal and local Church. During this process, we invite all the People of God to listen 
to each other, without exception, and with particular care to involve also those who are further away and are 

perhaps sometimes not included or marginalized. 

The synodal journey is a process of listening to one another to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit.  First and 
foremost, this process is a spiritual process.  It is a period of discernment where we listen to each other, to our 

faith tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us.  This kind of 
discernment is not only a one-time exercise but ultimately a way of life, grounded in Christ, following the lead of 

the Holy Spirit and guided by the teachings of Christ Himself. 

You can find more information on the Diocesan Synod Page, https://rcdop.org/synod-2023, the US Bishops’ 
Synod Site, https://www.usccb.org/synod, and the Official Vatican Synod Site, https://www.synod.va/en.html.  Stay 

tuned for more updates throughout this process! 


