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Saint Thomas More 
Convent Station, New Jersey 



BBlast from the Past(or) 
SSolemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
January 8, 2023

            When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 
troubled... 
             We all wrestle with fears.  Sometimes anxieties 
even roust us from sleep and keep us up at night.  Some of 
my fears include spiders and flying on airplanes.  The Mets 
bullpen fills me with terror, with some exceptions.  I also 
fear clowns who juggle and make balloon animals at Bar 
Mitzvahs (long story).  These are just some examples to 
illustrate the point: many of us have pain points that fill us 
with worry.  But what could possibly unnerve Herod?  
Well, the Epiphany reveals the fear of the powerful king.  
Herod’s angst begins when the Magi give him news of a 
newborn King.  This report makes Herod jittery.  Now he 
needs to take melatonin.  It would have been nice for his 
wife to have known that before she went to CVS.  Had she 
known, she would’ve picked up the sleep aid while she was 
there.  But, no.  Now she has to go back out at rush hour, 
during the busy Christmas season, no less, and the store will 
be packed.  To make matters even worse, Herod somehow 
thought, “Well, since she’s going to the store anyway, I 
could really use a treat to make me feel better.  I’m going 
to ask her to pick up some Little Debbie Snack Cakes, too.”
Mrs. Herod did not take kindly to that request.  Somehow 
there always seems to be drama in the Herod household.  
But, back to the Epiphany: The fear that grips Herod is a 
child.  As the elephant unravels because of a mere mouse, 
Herod feels threatened by an infant.  How many people do 
we know who are fearful of a God so humble?  The 
Epiphany reminds us that Herod’s fear still consumes a 
culture which clamors for a right to eradicate the little ones 
as did King Herod.  However, at this New Year, we imitate 
the Magi and offer ourselves as gifts to the Child, not in fear, 
but in Adoration.  God has come.  So, fear not, little flock, 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
Kingdom (Luke 12:32).   
God Bless you!!!!!!  

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously. 
Weekend Collection for 
December 31 – January 1: $ 6,630.50

Christmas Collection (to date):                          $24,847.50 

“Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7)

January 9 –  Saint Adrian Of Canterbury  
Paula Liuzza   
January 10 – SSaint Gregory of Nyssa 
Florence and Louis Rich  
January 11 –  Blessed William Carter    
Anne Lundgren  
January 12 –  Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys   
Bob Bass  
January 13 –  Saint Hilary of Poitiers 
Thomas F. Sullivan, Jr.   
January 14 – Saint Gregory Nazianzen
Joseph Fodero  
Pat O’Brien
January 15 – The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
8 am:    Bill and Alma McAllister 
11 am:  Sandy Clyde 
7 pm:    Rosemarie Raiola 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way, for Chris Auger, Phil 
Barrett, Brendan Briscoe, Fred Donikowski, Barbara 
Kline, John LaCosta, Ray Meyers, Lorraine Zedalis 
Moschini, John O’Neil, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Bobby 
Polidore, Christopher Popp, Eileen Scheibner, Gloria 
Souchuk, Flynn Sullivan and Marlene Widmer.  May God 
bring them and their families His healing, comfort and 
peace.  If you would like to have your name or that of a 
loved one included in (or removed from) the request for 
healing prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an 
email to info@stmnj.org. 

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you would like to request a Mass to be said for a loved 
one, please complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card, click on the link on 
our home page or call the Parish Office.  In your request, 
please let us know if you would like us to mail the card or 
leave it for you to pick it up (or if you do not want a card).  
Our Mass intentions are finalized two weeks in advance, 
so please understand we unfortunately may not always be 
able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



Blessing of the Home and Household on  
The Epiphany 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany has long been the day on 
which Catholics bless their home and its members.  The 
tradition is rooted in the Bible, particularly Passover, where 
the blood placed on the lintel of the home was a sign that 
protected the household within.  Although offered by 
priests in earliest days, as the number of Catholic homes 
greatly increased over the years, it has become something 
done by members of the household themselves.  The 
blessing is often performed by writing the letters C, M, and 
B and the numbers of the year in chalk on the lintel of the 
main doorway of the home.  For instance: 

20 C+M+B 23 
The letters stand for the names of each of the wise men 
(Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar) but are also believed to 
stand for “Christus mansionem benedicat” (i.e. “Christ 
bless this house.”)  Below is a blessing that can be used for 
this age-old tradition, a beautiful way to start the New Year…

Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home,  
that in it there may be health, purity, the strength 

of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the 
fulfillment of Your law, the thanksgiving to God 
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  

And may this blessing remain upon this home 
and upon all who dwell herein.

Amen.

Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join the STM Scripture Study Group 
meeting this Wednesday, January 11th at 3:00 pm in the 
church.  Our program is based on the “Metanoia” video 
about deepening our faith.  This segment of the video is 
about:  

“Jesus’ Power over the Evil One.” 
Following the video we will share how what we have seen 
affects our own lives and faith.  For further information or 
questions, call Frank Miles at 973-538-6554 or email 
lexan@ix.netcom.com. 

In Memoriam - Pope Benedict XVI 
April 16, 1927 – December 31, 2022

As we all remember and pray for Pope Benedict XVI this 
week and in the years to come, we reflect upon all he gave 
to our Church and the many blessings he shared over his 
time on this earth.  The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops offers a number of tributes on its 
website, including a prayer card, various video reflections 
and statements by bishops upon Pope Benedict XVI’s 
death.  They can all be found here: 

https://www.usccb.org/pope-benedict-xvi-resources. 

Our own Bishop Kevin offered the following statement: 

“With the priests, deacons, consecrated religious, and all 
of the faithful of the Diocese of Paterson, I mourn the 
passing of the Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI. Renowned 
as a theologian, architect of Vatican II theology, pastor, 
and ultimately Successor of Peter, Benedict XVI is one of 
the most consequential leaders of the Church in the late 
twentieth and first two decades of the twenty-first centuries. 
Benedict’s contribution will remain a living guide to 
holiness as his faith inspires and his great theological works 
are studied. 

The most impactful gift of the Petrine Ministry of Benedict 
XVI will ever be the unwavering witness of his lived faith 
and humble trust in God’s will. In his 2007 Homily for 
Christmas, Benedict XVI reflected: ‘Heaven does not 
belong to the geography of space, but to the geography of 
the heart. And the heart of God, during the Holy Night, 
stooped down to the stable: the humility of God is Heaven. 
And if we approach this humility, then we touch Heaven. 
Then the Earth too is made new.’ Benedict XVI lifted 
hearts toward love of God through his faith and his 
humble service. Benedict XVI served as Bishop of Rome, 
holding fast to the confession of Peter’s faith in Jesus: ‘You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matthew 16:16). 
God give him the reward of his goodness. 

We commend the Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI, to the 
mercy of God, confident that the Queen of heaven, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, will intercede for him and that Saint 
Joseph, his baptismal patron, will be his heavenly 
companion. Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord. And let 
perpetual light shine upon him. Amen.” 

May God continue to bless Pope Benedict XVI, and the 
entire Catholic Church, now and forever! 



GOD 

BLESS

AMERICA

NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS

315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

 Personal Injury · Workers’ Compensation

Social Security Disability

(973) 326-8902CERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME COURT 
OF NEW JERSEY AS A WORKERS’ 
COMPENSATION LAW ATTORNEY

61 WHIPPANY ROAD · MORRIS TOWNSHIP
4 Mausoleums · Full Selection

Beautiful · Intimate · Local 
Diana Loughman, Manager      (973) 539-7501

EMMANUELLE FLEURINOR
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

44 Whippany Road, Suite 230
Morristown, NJ 07960

973-539-1120 Office 
973-943-7482 Cell

e!eurinor@kw.com 
e!eurinor.kwrealty.comEach O!ce is Independently Owned and Operated

•   WATERPROOFING & FINISHING

•   FOUNDATION PROBLEMS

•   HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL

•   NASTY CRAWL SPACES

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

150C (PK) - St. Thomas More, Convent Station, NJ                       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 

908-604-8759
Local Resident

JOHN’S
PAINTING

Suburban
Chiropractic
Center

973-635-0036
301 Main Street
Chatham, N.J. 

www.drmurphy.com

James E. Dangler, 1948-2005

Established 1820

Kip M. Dangler, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3992 • Christine M. Dangler, Dir. N.J. Lic. No. 4706
106 Main Street • Madison, NJ 07940 • P 973-377-3232   F 973-377-2226

www.danglerfuneralhomes.com

, &
, Inc.

Armenti 
Contractors

Trust A Local Resident
908-966-2731

armenticontractors.com

JohnsPaint.com

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
& O R T H O D O N T I C S
973-540-1666

cartersmilellc@gmail.com
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ADVERTISERS
They Support

Our Parish wreathsacrossamerica.org
To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit

Sponsoring a wreath 
means you have the 

opportunity to join a 
grateful nation in  

saying “thank you”  
to our veterans.

www.aspca.org

Help the 
ASPCA  

put a stop  
to animal 
cruelty.

JOHN C. KRAEUTLER, CFP®

Financial Advisor, Parishioner

65 Madison Avenue
Suite 300

Morristown, NJ 07960

O: 973-867-1387
C: 973-214-8239
John@KraeutlerFinancial.com
www.KraeutlerFinancial.com
Securities o!ered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice o!ered through Private Advisor Group,  
a registered investment advisor. Private Advisor Group and Kraeutler Financial are separate entities from LPL Financial.

thegrandcafe.com · info@thegrandcafe.com

42 WASHINGTON ST. · MORRISTOWN NJ 07960
973.540.9444 · 973.540.0033 FAX

Private Parties Off Premise Catering

Lunch & Dinner Reservations


