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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message 

of Jesus.  When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as 
disciples and friends with the Lord in our midst.  Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are 

proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future. 

First Sunday of Advent– December 3, 2023 
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tfallone@stmnj.org  

Fr. Daniel Chajkowski 
In Residence 
lionheartdan@gmail.com 

Tina Jurgaitis 
Business Manager 
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Caitlin Ross 
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Parish Office Hours 

Wednesday - Thursday 
8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [[No 7 pm Mass from the 
weekend before Memorial Day through the weekend of Labor Day, 
or on holiday weekends]

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass, 
concluding with Benediction at Noon 

Additional Sacraments 
Baptism:  Please call the Parish Office or submit the Baptism 
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks in 
advance of the desired date. 

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and 
to make arrangements.   

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office or submit the Marriage 
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more 
information.  Arrangements should be made at least one year in 
advance of the desired date. 

Join the St. Thomas More Family 
New parishioners can register at any time! Please complete the new 
parishioner form at https://stmnj.org/membership-information or 
call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d love to welcome you!!



BBlast from the Past(or)  
First Sunday of Advent  
December 3, 2023

            ‘Oh, that You would rend the heavens come 
down...’
           Ah, the clarion call from the Prophet Isaiah as we 
enter into the season of watchfulness and expectation that 
is Advent! Watchfulness took an unexpected, if not 
perturbing, turn in the rectory hallway last week on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King.  As I was walking out to 
celebrate Mass on that final Sunday of the Church year, I 
was donning red vestments.  Suddenly from behind me I 
heard the call, “Should be white, eh?” It was the voice of 
my housemate. Perplexed, I looked down at my red garb 
and replied, “No…red!” “Pretty sure it’s white.” “Listen, 
I’ve been doing this a long time; it’s red.” “White!” “Red!”  
And so it went that the highly intellectual debate between 
us continued, unabated.  As it turns out, the color for the 
vestments for the Solemnity of Christ the King is in fact 
supposed to be white. I still think it was a typo. But Fr. 
Daniel was correct. So, for my apology, I serenaded him… 
“A bottle of red, ohhh, a bottle of white…It all depends 
upon your appetite…” I must confess I’m not sure if the 
apology was even worse than the initial harm. But he 
accepted it, or at least said he did in order to make it stop. 
Point is, red, white, you’ve got to pay attention! That’s the 
whole meaning of Advent: Get your head in the game, 
people! Don’t be like me. Stay alert and awake! In 
Advent, the deepest desire of humanity is satiated, with 
the heavens coming down in the form of the Baby Whom 
we anticipate. He comes to us each day in forms we don’t 
expect, be it the stranger on the train, someone behind us 
in line at Kings or even a housemate offering gentle attire 
correction. All we have to do is look. So let’s all try to pay 
more attention and be watchful this Advent!  
God Bless you!!!!!!  

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions! 
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial 
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously.

Due to the holiday, the Weekly Collection for 11/18-19 
will be reported in a future bulletin. 

Retired Fund for Religious Collection
This weekend we will have a special collection to help 
religious communities care for their aging members.  It is 
a beautiful way to give thanks to those who have given a 
lifetime of service. You can learn more at 
https://retiredreligious.org.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!

December 4 – Saint John Damascene          
Clyde Imagna  
December 5 – Saint Sabas  
Paula Yankowich  
December 6 – Saint Nicholas  
Tom Griffin  
December 7 – Saint Ambrose 
8:15 am: Coleen Lennie 
7 pm (Vigil): Donald Canizares  
December 8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary     
8:15 am:   Sandy Clyde 
12:10 pm: Theresa Gallagher 
December 9 – Saint Juan Diego   
Frank Gnandt 
Gervasio Family and Rich Family  
December 10 – Second Sunday of Advent  
8 am:    Sister Marie Barbara, CSSF    
11 am:  Mary C. Kenny   
7 pm:    Stephen Hinkes   

Prayers for the Sick 
Please join us in praying for all who are ill in our 
community, and in a particular way, for Joan Allen, Chris 
Auger, Phil Barrett, Brendan Briscoe, Ron Brodeur, Fred 
Donikowski, Caitlyn Gara, Barbara Kline, Gina Lazaro, 
Vincent Lazaro, Ray Meyers, Elizabeth Napoli, John 
O’Neil, Bethann and Bob Panzer, Bobby Polidore, 
Christopher Popp, Father Ed Rama, Eileen Scheibner, 
Gloria Souchuk and Flynn Sullivan.  May God bring them 
and their families His healing, comfort and peace.  If you 
would like to have your name or that of a loved one 
included in (or removed from) the request for healing 
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to 
info@stmnj.org or call the Parish Office.  

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards 
If you would like to request a Mass to be said for a loved 
one, please complete our online Mass request form at 
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card, click on the link on 
our home page or call the Parish Office.  To make sure 
your request is received in a timely manner, please do not 
place requests in the collection.  In your request, please let 
us know if you would like us to mail the card directly to 
the recipient or leave it for you to pick it up (or if you do 
not want a card).  If you do not want a card mailed directly 
to the recipient but would like one with a blank envelope, 
it will be left for you to pick up in the parish vestibule.  Our 
Mass intentions are finalized two weeks in advance, so 
please understand we unfortunately may not always be 
able to accommodate last-minute requests.  



TThe Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is this Friday, December 8.  Mass for 
this Solemnity will be celebrated on Thursday, December 
7 at 7 pm, and also on Friday at 8:15 am and 12:10 pm.  
All are invited to take advantage of this opportunity to 
honor our Blessed Mother and give thanks for the many 
gifts and blessings she gives to us each and every day, 
especially during this Advent Season. 

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers
All Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers should have 
received a Flocknote link via email or text earlier this week 
to sign up to serve at December Masses.  Please contact 
the parish office if you did not receive it.  Thank you! 

Christmas Blessings Project
Thank you so much to those who took a tag for the 
Christmas Blessings Project.  They’re all gone! Please 
return all gift cards to the vestibule no later than NNEXT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10.  Thank you, as always, for 
giving so generously to this wonderful cause!   

2023 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“I Have Called You By Name”

During this season of Advent, we look forward with hope 
and joy. We invite you to consider making a year-end 
charitable contribution to the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal, which serves tens of thousands of people in need. 
God calls each of us by name to be a light in our 
communities were giving to the Appeal is a blessing to 
both the contributor and the recipient.  Please make our 
Diocesan Ministries Appeal a priority in your year-end 
philanthropy. Gifts can be made by check, through gifts 
of securities, or credit card or online. May God bless you 
for your support! Scan the QR code below or visit 
www.2023appeal.org to make a gift today. 

Little Blue Advent Books 
The Little Blue Advent Books are back, filled with 6-
minute daily reflections to help guide your reflection and 
preparation this Advent and Christmas Season. Please feel 
free to take one from the church vestibule! 

Scripture Study Group 
The Ineffable Mystery of God – Part 2 

Of Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought 
We journey from the heights of Mount Sinai to the 
mysterious sites of Istanbul, from the glittering streets of 
Paris to the glorious Sistine Chapel.  Bishop Barron 
presents the Catholic Faith’s compelling vision of God as 
the ineffable and majestic Trinity.  

Presented by the STM Scripture Group 
December 6th at 3:00 pm in the church. 

Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon 
The Women’s Guild will hold its Annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Tuesday, December 12 at Osteria Trevi in 
Madison at 12:30 pm. The cost is $45.00 per person. 
Please RSVP to Ginny Lund (201-602-4665). All checks 
should be made payable to St. Thomas More Women’s 
Guild. All women of the parish are most welcome! 



thegrandcafe.com · info@thegrandcafe.com

42 WASHINGTON ST. · MORRISTOWN NJ 07960
973.540.9444 · 973.540.0033 FAX

Private Parties Off Premise Catering
Lunch & Dinner Reservations

NEED A LAWYER? INJURED ON THE JOB?
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.

222 RIDGEDALE AVE · CEDAR KNOLLS
315 BROAD STREET · BLOOMFIELD

 CALL FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 

 Personal Injury · Workers’ Compensation
Social Security Disability

(973) 326-8902Certified By the Supreme Court 
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Richard Webber
Owner

Cell 862.222.4055
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61 WHIPPANY ROAD · MORRIS TOWNSHIP
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Beautiful · Intimate · Local 
Diana Loughman, Manager      (973) 539-7501

EMMANUELLE FLEURINOR
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

44 Whippany Road, Suite 230
Morristown, NJ 07960

973-539-1120 Office 
973-943-7482 Cell

efleurinor@kw.com 
efleurinor.kwrealty.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated
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Kip M. Dangler, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 3992 • Christine M. Dangler, Dir. N.J. Lic. No. 4706
106 Main Street • Madison, NJ 07940 • P 973-377-3232   F 973-377-2226

www.danglerfuneralhomes.com

, &
, Inc.

Support Our 
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www.aspca.org

Help the 
ASPCA  

put a stop  
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cruelty.

JOHN C. KRAEUTLER, CFP®

Financial Advisor, Parishioner

65 Madison Avenue
Suite 300

Morristown, NJ 07960

O: 973-867-1387
C: 973-214-8239
John@KraeutlerFinancial.com
www.KraeutlerFinancial.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor Group,  
a registered investment advisor. Private Advisor Group and Kraeutler Financial are separate entities from LPL Financial.

(908) 604-8759
www.johnspaint.com

Local Resident & Diocesan Member
JOHN’S PAINTING


