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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message
of Jesus. When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as
disciples and triends with the Lord m our mudst. Rooted in our Roman Catholic tradition, we are
proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future.
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Parish Office Hours

‘Wednesday - Thursday
8:30 am - 3:30 pm

Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [No 7 pm Mass from the
weekend before Memorial Day through the weekend of Labor Day,
or on holiday weekends]

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am
Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment

FEucharistic Adoration

Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass,
concluding with Benediction at Noon.

Additional Sacraments

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office or submit the Baptism
Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more
mformation. Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks
advance of the desired date.

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and
to make arrangements.

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office or submit the Marriage
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more
mformation. Arrangements should be made at least one year
advance of the desired date.

Join the St. Thomas More Family

New parishioners can register at any time! Please send an email to
tlurgaitis@stmnj.org or call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d
love to welcome you!!




Blast from the Past(or)
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 17, 2025

I have come to set the world on fire, and how I
wish 1t were already blazing!

The Gospel of Luke will take us through Labor
Day, which, according to my handy St. Thomas More wall
calendar, i1s somehow 1 just over 2 weeks. Though it
always takes me by surprise, summer’s conclusion seems
to occur annually. I know this because law school taught
us to recognize fact patterns, of which I was a quick study.
Matlock and Saul Goodman had nothing on me! In
today’s Gospel of seasonal transition, Jesus minces no
words 1n announcing that His Purpose 1s to start a fire.
And not a nice little beach bonfire. Could this be? Is the
Savior of the World, the Divine Physician and Word
Made Flesh also an...arsonist? Fire can be a frightening,
dangerous, crude and unwelcome guest. As legend has it,
this 1s why Ed Sullivan got so mad when Jim Morrison
sang Light My Fire live on his show in 1967. Although it
was a really big shew, Ed was so angry that he smoked a
whole pack of Phillip Morris that evening and never
mvited the Doors to perform again! Sorry, let’s get back
on topic: while fire can be devastating, when it is
harnessed, it 1s cauterizing and purifying, proffering life-
giving light and heat. The divergent eflects of fire will
expose divisions foretold by Jesus. Christ’s Fire is often
rejected because it causes change, which as we all know 1s
difficult and often painful. Nonetheless, Jesus 1s eager to
complete His Work, how I wish it were already blazing!
Fire causes us to move and act, just as the tongues of fire
that came to rest on the Disciples at Pentecost spurred
them on to their mission. Our task 1s the same, to be light
for the world as our Passover is fulfilled in this Baptism of
Fire. Sometimes we can feel dry or perhaps even
despondent or lackadaisical in our Faith. Jesus’s purpose
1s to refine us again in Divine Life, burning away all that
would snuff us out. Our seminary rector always advised
all people, ‘stay close to the flame.” Staid advice! Burn
brightly, little Flock!

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions!
We are very gratetul for all who contribute to the financial
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously.

Weekly Collection for 8/2-8/3 $8,316.38

“Fach one must do as he has made up his mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheertul giver.” (£ Cor. 9:7)

MaAass INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK

Monday, August 18: Saint Louis of Toulouse
Aurora Marcos Travis
Tuesday, August 19: Saint John Eudes

James Wallace

‘Wednesday, August 20: Saint Bernard Of Clairvaux
Sandy Clyde

Thursday, August 21: Saint Pius X

Neil Kilcoyne

Friday, August 22: Queenship of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

Pasquale L.. Cutaneo

Saturday, August 23: Saint Rose Of Lima

Megan Casey and Michael Casey

Dwight Smith and Pete Liloia

Sunday, August 24: Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary
Time

8:00 am: Todd Wharton

11:00 am: Helen McCarthy Enright

Sally Henderson

A EE
Mass Intentions/Mass Cards

It you would like to request a Mass to be said for a loved
one, please complete our online Mass request form at
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card, click on the link on
our home page or call the Parish Office. Please do not
place requests in the collection. In your request, please let
us know 1f you would like us to mail the card directly to
the recipient or leave it for you to pick it up (or if you do
not want a card). If you do not want a card mailed directly
to the recipient but would like one with a blank envelope,
it will be left for you to pick up in the parish vestibule.
Please understand we unfortunately may not always be
able to accommodate last-minute requests.

Prayers for the Sick

Please join us in praying for all who are il in our
community, and 1n a particular way, for Joan Allen, Chris
Auger, Phil Barrett, Claire Brady, Ron Brodeur, Fred
Donikowski, Caitlyn Gara, Barbara Kline, Gina Lazaro,
Vincent Lazaro, Elizabeth Napoli, Iwona Nowak, John
O’Neil, Bethann Panzer, Christopher Popp, FEileen
Scheibner, Michael Schieber, Gloria Souchuk, Flynn
Sullivan and Celia Zelinsky. May God bring them and
their families His healing, comfort and peace. If you
would like to have your name or that of a loved one
included in (or removed from) the request for healing
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to
furgaitis@stmnj.org or call the Parish Office.



Blessing of College Students

It’s hard to believe, but the new school year 1s quickly
approaching. At all Masses this weekend, August 16-17,
we will be offering a special blessing for all college
students— those attending the universities just down the
street from us, as well as those who will be heading to
other destinations. All students are most welcome to
come and receive prayers and best wishes as you embark
upon the upcoming school year.

Parish Picnic is Coming!
Our parish picnic will be returning in less than one month!
So, mark your calendars for Saturday, September 13,
from 1-4 pm, and come join the fun. If you’d like to help,
please contact Kay Kiernan at religioused@stmnj.org.
Hope to see you there!

Silver and Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass
Couples, were you married i 2000, 1975 or 1965? The
Diocese of Paterson invites you to celebrate your 25", 50"
or 60" wedding anniversary during a special Mass to be
offered at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in
Paterson. Bishop Sweeney will serve as main celebrant
on this joyful occasion to be held on Sunday, November
16 at 3:00 pm. Arrangements can be made by calling or
emailing Tina in the Parish Office. Please note there 1s a
limit of 5 guests per couple. The deadline to register is
October 17, 2025. You will receive additional
mnformation from the Office of Family Life once your
registration has been processed. Congratulations on this
very speclal occasion!

PREPARING HEARTS, MINDS AND FUTURES

At Morris Catholic High School in Denville, we
believe Every Student Matters. A premier, faith-filled
co-ed Catholic education that prepares students not
jJust for college, but for a lifetime of success. Morris
Catholic  offers  generous finmancial aid and
transportation including a shuttle from the Denville
train station.
Transter applications are still being accepted for the
2025-2026 school year!
Discover the difference.
Learn more today: www.morriscatholic.org

admissions@morriscatholic.org

2025-26 Religious Education Program
Time is running out!
Registration for this year’s religious education program 1is
open for all children from Kindergarten through 8th
grade. Basic details are below. For more information,
or to volunteer as a catechist, please email Kay Kiernan
at religioused@stmnyj.org or call the Parish Office.

Who can register? Our program is open to all children
who do not attend Catholic school and whose families
are registered with St. Thomas More.

What ages are included? We welcome students from
Kindergarten through 8th Grade.

How do I register? Please register and pay online at:
https://stmnj.org/2025-26-registration. If you encounter
any 1issues with the registration, please contact Kay
Kiernan at religioused@stmnj.org or call or email Tina in
the Parish Office.

When are the Sacraments received? The Diocese of
Paterson permits students to receive their First
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion after they
have completed 2 years of religious education, so this
typically occurs in 2nd Grade. Similarly, the Diocese
requires each student to complete 2 years of preparation
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, which typically
occurs at St. Thomas More 1in 8th grade or later.

We still need volunteers to serve as catechists and
classroom aides. If you are interested in this vital ministry,
please email Kay Kiernan at religioused@stmnj.org. No
previous experience 1s required. Thank you for your
prayerful consideration of helping to deepen the faith of
our children!







December 29, 2024 at 3pm
Feast of the Holy Family

Jubilee of Consecrated Life
February 1, 2025, at 11lam

Mass and Luncheon at St. Phillip, Clifton
Jubilee of People with
Disabilities

February 16, 2025 at Gpm

Murray House Dinner

Christian Unity Roundtable
March 16, 23 & 30, 2025 at 4pm
Wayne, Parsippany, Sparta

Jubilee of Artists

June ZZ, 2020 at Spm

Ecumenical Prayer Celebration at Cathedral

Jubilee of Deacons

August 9, 2025

Deacons Convocation

Jubilee Pilgrimage (Bishop Sweeney)
September 26 — October 4, 2025

9-day pilgrimage to Rome & Assisi

Jubilee of Catechisis

October 18, 2025, at 9am

Catechists Convocation at St. Elizabeth University
Jubilee of Missionaries

October 19, 2025

World Mission Sunday
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Private Parties Off Premise Catering 61 WHIPPANY ROAD - MORRIS TOWNSHIP
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- Beautiful - Intimate - Local
973.540.9444 - 973.540.0033 FAX}| .
E thegrandcafe.com « info@thegrandcafe.com / Diana Loughman, Manager (9 7 3) 539-7501

ATTENTION: MEDICARE ASSISTANCE

+ACCESSTO

ALL CARRIERS
+NO 1-800

. NUMBERS
Parishioner
« DEDICATED
LOCAL TEAM
Rob Incorvais SERVING OUR CLIENTS WITH
DICAR oA DF(IA GUIDANCE, PATIENCE, AND
< FAITH FOR OVER 26 YEARS.
aste e Academy of General De ﬁ:c"uiz;:;gfagfwg wn  CALL ROB TODAY TO DISCUSS
Morristown. NJ ’ YOUR MEDICARE OPTIONS.
FAMILY & COSMETIC
-] lg
DENTISTRY Please Continue
310 Madison Avenue To Pray For
Suite 201 NOW HIRING!
Morristown, NJ 07960 "\ PART-TIME & FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
’ I LOOKING FOR CPAs, EAs, & TAX PROFESSIONALS
973-292-0001 - MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE IN TAX PREPARATION & BOOKKEEPING
www.rangeldental.com World Peace 127 MAIN STREET - CHATHAM, NJ 07928
& PHONE: 973.377.0805 - EMAIL: ADMIN@ODCCPA.COM

NEED A LAWYER?

Established 1820

HBURROUGHS, HOHR &
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ. ANGLER Funeral Home, Inc.

973_3 26_8902 James E. Dangler, 1948-2005
oA Persanal Injury - Workers' Compensation - SocalSecurity Disabilty 106 Main Street « Madison, NJ 07940 + P 973-377-3232 F 973-377-2226

AWoncss (oupasron Kip M. Dangler, Mgr. N.J. Lcilc;;lio. iigrzf. (ljlher;s:lnl;r (mznﬂf& Dir. NJ. Lic. No. 4706
222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927 Www.dangieriu :

JOHNS PAINTING | 5.575iscun
(908) 604-8759 ADVERTISERS

Your Voice
Matters...

VOTE

CatholicEngagement
SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS

. . THEY SUPPORT
www.johnspalnt.com OUR PARISH
we ARE EXPERTS
w STONEWORK
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE OPEN JOHN C. KRAEUTLER, CFpP®
MASONRY SERVICES Mon.-sat. ¢ Financial Advisor, Parishioner
Custom Outdoor Fireplaces, Custom Stone Work . L
Natural & Cultural Stone, Steps, Pavers, Blue Stone Dr. Carmine Galdieri 0: 973-867-1387
Flagging, Brick Work, Block, Outdoor Kitchens & Patios Cedar Knolls Dental Group C 973-214-8239
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION ALL PHASES P Irome
Creating New Softscape & Hardscape For Over a Decade OF DENTISTRY John@KraeutlerFinancial.com 305 Madison Avenue
18 Green Street, Suite C » Morristown 104 Rcidged;'e /?I‘/enue www.KraeutlerFinancial.com  Morristown, NJ 07960
edar Knolls
[P] 973-267-2300 - [c] 973-763-0862 Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor Group,
www.fernandeznsons.com s fsl andmason@gmai l.com 973.993.1979 aregistered investment advisor. Private Advisor Group and Kraeutler Financial are separate entities from LPL Financial

150C (PK) - St. Thomas More, Convent Station, NJ FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 « Bon Venture Services, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



