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We exist for one reason: to come to know and be formed by the Word of God and the Message
of Jesus. When we gather in prayer and worship, in service and community, we assemble as
disciples and triends with the Lord m our mudst. Rooted i our Roman Catholic tradition, we are
proud of our parish heritage and hopeful for our future.
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Parish Office Hours

Wednesday - "Thursday
8:30 am - 3:30 pm

Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 11:00 am and 7:00 pm [No 7 pm Mass from the
weekend before Memorial Day through the weekend of Labor Day,
or on holiday weekends]

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 8:15 am

Holy Days: Vigil 7:00 pm; Holy Day 8:15 am and 12:10 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance)
Saturday: 3:30 pm or by appointment

FEucharistic Adoration
Every First Friday of the Month following the 8:15 am Mass,
concluding with Benediction at Noon.

Additional Sacraments
Baptism: Please call the Parish Office or submit the Baptism

Request Form at: https://stmnj.org/baptism-request-form for more
mformation. Arrangements should be made at least 8 weeks
advance of the desired date.

Funeral Rites: Please contact Father Tom for more information and
to make arrangements.

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office or submit the Marriage
Request Form at https://stmnj.org/marriage-request-form for more
mformation. Arrangements should be made at least one year
advance of the desired date.

Join the St. Thomas More Family

New parishioners can register at any time! Please send an email to
tlurgaitis@stmnj.org or call the Parish Office at 973-267-5330. We’d
love to welcome you!!




Blast from the Past(or)
First Sunday of Lent
February 22, 2026

So she took some of its fruit and ate It...

Before we make our way to Jesus’s Temptation
in the desert, the readings stop us at the Garden of Eden,
Ground Zero of all that 1s wrong, painful, unjust and
otherwise evil in our world. Why do we annually revisit
this ‘scene of the crime?’ Because humanity has yet to
learn its lesson. While basking in the Friendship of God
and participating in His Creative act, Eve honors the
Words God spoke to her. But when Doubt slithered in
and challenged Eve’s recollection of God’s Words, the
world begins to wobble a bit. He questions her version of
events. Lve second-guesses herself, and here we find
ourselves. In our world, as in Eden, the serpent never
denies that God spoke; he simply asks us if we believe
Him. Did God really mean that, Eve? If He loved you,
how could He really deny you that fruit? That fruit really
did look awesome, plus, it would make her wise! (Now,
that’s what I call a “Whole Food.” Yup, came up with that
all on my own. There’s a tip jar on the way out...) In
second-guessing herself, Eve engages Doubt. And that’s
a dangerous game, often resulting in shared heartaches of
a humanity well-worn with the observable effects of sin
(Way to go, Eve. You had one job!) One of our chief
lessons from the School of Eden 1s to be aware of our
tendency to engage Doubt, giving it power. The trick
Doubt pulled on Eve 1s the same one he will try on Jesus
in the Desert. Now, in our Lent, know he will try the same
on us, for the serpent 1s a one-trick pony. But we learned
a lesson from Eve: Don’t second-guess who you know
yourself to be in God. He 1s not your rival. He 1s not out
to get you. He 1s not keeping something from you. He
desires you, and your joy. Among our challenges this
Lent 1s to acknowledge our failures, and also to accept
God’s humility. Have a good Lent!

A== -——=T{‘T=*-*T=1;”T‘“‘“-T-=
Thank You for Your Generous Contributions!
We are very grateful for all who contribute to the financial
support of our parish and who take stewardship seriously.
‘Weekly Collection for 2/7-2/8: $5,902.38

“Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not
o4
reiuctantly or under compu sion, for God loves a cheerful
Juct: d 1 Il , 1 (1

aiver.” (2 Cor. 9:7)

Did you know? Sending a Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) directly from an IRA to a church is
a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” (QCD), allowing
individuals 70 % or older to satisfy RMD requirements
tax-free! If you have any questions, please contact your

accountant/financial advisor.
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MAss INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK
Monday, February 23: Saint Polycarp
Michael Griffin
Tuesday, February 24: Blessed Luke Belludi
Ray Meyers
Wednesday, February 25: Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio
Sandy Clyde
Thursday, February 26: Saint Maria Bertilla Boscardin
Pat Schell
Friday, February 27: Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of
Sorrows
Loretta Critchley
Saturday, February 28: Blessed Daniel Brottier
Mary Murphy
Sunday, March 1: Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 am: Ann Anderson
11:00 am: Isabel Almeida

7:00 pm: Iwona Nowak

Mass Intentions/Mass Cards

If you would like to request a Mass to be said for a loved
one, please complete our online Mass request form at
https://stmnj.org/request-a-mass-card, click on the link on
our home page or call the Parish Office. Please do not
place requests in the collection. In your request, please let
us know if you would like us to mail the card directly to
the recipient or leave it for you to pick it up (or if you do
not want a card). If you do not want a card mailed directly
to the recipient but would like one with a blank envelope,
it will be left for you to pick up in the parish vestibule.
Please understand we unfortunately may not always be
able to accommodate last-minute requests.

Prayers for the Sick

Please jomn us i praying for all who are ill in our
community, and 1n a particular way, for Joan Allen, Chris
Auger, Claire Brady, Patricia Brady, Ron Brodeur,
Elizabeth Crepeau, Fred Donikowski, Caitlyn Gara,
Josephine Gatti, Steve Helmer, Barbara Kline, Gina
Lazaro, Vincent Lazaro, Elizabeth Napoli, John O’Nelil,
Eileen Scheibner, Michael Schieber, Gloria Souchuk,
Flynn Sullivan and Celia Zelinsky. May God bring them
and their families His healing, comfort and peace. If you
would like to have your name or that of a loved one
mcluded in (or removed from) the request for healing
prayers in our weekly bulletin, please send an email to
gurgaitis@stmnj.org or call the Parish Office.



Faith Sharing Group Meeting
Genesis to Jesus Video Program
New Moses & New Covenant
The “New Adam” in the garden. Jesus as the “Son of
Abraham” and the awaited “New Moses.” The change in
priesthood and the New Passover celebrated and fulhilled.

Wednesday, March 4 at 2:30 pm
In the Parish Office Meeting Room

Assumption School 8" Grader
Urgently in Need of a Kidney

A Morristown family 1s desperately seeking a living kidney
donor for their son, Thaddeus Giansanti. He 1s a 13-year-
old, 8" grade student at Assumption School who was born
with kidney disease and has undergone many surgeries
throughout his life, mcluding one to remove a non-
functioning kidney when he was still an infant. Neither of
his parents, Christa and Carlo, are a match, so are
reaching out to the community for help to find a living
donor. Thaddeus’s remaining kidney 1s failing and will
require dialysis 1f he does not receive a kidney transplant
within the next couple of weeks. A donor needs to be in
good health, under 45 years old, have a BMI under 30,
and have blood type O. If you fit the criteria and are
mterested in determining if you might be a match, please
go to: www.penntransplant.donorscreen.org/register/now.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of giving this
mcredible gift of life!

Welcome Home to Healing

Once again, all Catholic Churches in Morris, Passaic and
Sussex Counties (including St. Thomas More) will have
their doors open for Confession between 7 and 8:30 pm
every Monday night in Lent, through March 30, as part of
the Welcome Home to Healing Program. For more
mformation and resources on how to prepare to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please take a look at the
Welcome  Home to  Healing  Website  at:
www.welcomehometohealing.org.

Stations of the Cross
Beginning this Friday, we will have Stations of the Cross
each Friday during Lent at 7 pm in the Church. All ages
are most welcome.

Hallow Lenten Resources
The Hallow App offers many resources for the Lenten
season, including prayer challenges, videos and even
simple FAQ’s getting down to the Lenten basics. For more
mformation, go to: www.hallow.com/lent.
Dynamic Catholic

Be Bold. Be Catholic.

Dynamic Catholic - Best Lent Ever

Dynamic Catholic is once again offering its “Best Lent
Ever” series. It’s a free email program that will guide you
on an incredible journey toward the-best-version-of-
yourself. Kach day during Lent you’ll learn about how
God intervenes miraculously in human history through the
lens of 33 mind-blowing events. Signing up 1s easy at:
https://dynamiccatholic.com/lent.html.

What are We Called to “do” During Lent?

In addition to whatever personal prayer, fasting and
almsgiving each mdividual may decide to undertake
after prayerful consideration, to further foster a spirit of
reflection and penance this Lent, all Catholics age 14
and older are called to abstain from eating meat on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday and all Fridays during Lent.
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are also seen as days
of fasting for Catholics between the ages of 18-59. This
means there would only be one full, meatless meal, as
well as food at other regular mealtimes together
equaling less than one full meal.
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rivate Parties Off Premise Catering
Lunch & Dinner Reservations

42 WASHINGTON ST. - NORRISTOWN ] 07960
973.540.9444 - 973.540.0033 FAX

thegrandcafe.com ¢ info@thegrandcafe.com

ATTENTION: MEDICARE ASSISTANCE

Huoly Roodx Qemetery

61 WHIPPANY ROAD - MORRIS TOWNSHIP

4 Mausoleums - Full Selection
Beautiful - Intimate - Local

(973) 539-7501

Diana Loughman, Manager
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JOHN L SMITH
Medicare Number/Namero de Medicare () 800
1EG4-TE5-MK72
Entitled to/Con derecho a Caverage starts/Cobertura empieza BER
HOSPITAL (PARTA) 03-01-2016
MEDICAL (PARTB) 03-01-2016 DEDICA N
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SERVING OUR CLIENTS WITH
GUIDANCE, PATIENCE, AND
FAITH FOR OVER 26 YEARS.

CALL ROB TODAY TO DISCUSS
YOUR MEDICARE OPTIONS.
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Act now to
help end hunger.
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In the United States, one in nine
people face hunger.

Estate Planning « Elder Law
mkennedy@saiber.com « 973-622-8405

www.rangeldental.com Wor[cf Peace feedingamerica.org e
Established 1820
pbeicaladl | ADVERTISERS NEEDED! BURROUGHS, HOHR &

PLEASE CALL MIKE MAGRINO

1-800-883-4343 Exi. 90
or CELL 609-721-1244

ANGLER Funeral Home, Inc.

James E. Dangler, 1948-2005
106 Main Street « Madison, NJ 07940 « P 973-377-3232 F 973-377-2226
Christine M. Dangler, Manager. N.J. Lic. No. 4706
www.danglerfuneralhomes.com

JOHN’S PAINTING
Local Resident & Diocesan Member
(908) 604-8759

www.johnspaint.com

NEED A LAWYER? ¢
INJURED?

* Call For A Free Legal Consultation *

Marc J. Brenner, ESQ.
973-326-8902

~%/ « Personal Injury
oo+ Workers’Compensation

riimran=« Social Security Disability

lawmarcbrenner’comlsimarc@lawmarchrennericom

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE - CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927
150C (PK) - St. Thomas More, Convent Station, NJ

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Got Braces?
Bruzzichesi ORTHODONTICS

NJ Spec. Permit #5222 « Most Insurances Accepted

W .. 908.766.0111
ety rBorthodontics.com

each patient.
Basking Ridge - Morristown - Whitehouse Station

Dr. Carmine Galdieri

Cedar Knolls Dental Group

ALL PHASES
OF DENTISTRY

104 Ridgedale Avenue

Cedar Knolls

973.993.1979

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 « Bon Venture Services, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Mon.-Sat.
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FINANCIAL
JOHN C. KRAEUTLER, CFP®
Financial Advisor, Parishioner

0: 973-867-1387
C: 973-214-8239

John@KraeutlerFinancial.com
www.KraeutlerFinancial.com

305 Madison Avenue
Morristown, NJ 07960

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor Group,

aregistered investment advisor. Private Advisor Group and Kraeutler Financial are separate entities from LPL Financial




