
SAGASAGATheTheVol. 31, No. 1
WINTER 2019

Serving the publics of Opelousas Catholic,
 Holy Ghost, and Academy of

Immaculate Conception

163

“Guiding our children on their Journey with Jesus”

The festive surroundings around the Alumni Tent at 
the stadium were a welcoming sight!

Mrs. Claire Speyrer and Mrs. Barbara Artigue Fontenot (1959), Grand Marshals for the 
2018 parade, received framed proclamations during the Coronation Program

from Mrs. Rose Lalonde and Mrs. Marty Heintz.
This beautiful group of young ladies making up the 2018 Homecoming Court

enjoyed the game.

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!
 
Homecoming ... a perfect time for our alumni to come home 
to Opelousas Catholic ... there’s no place like it!  Families and 
friends joined together with alumni to celebrate Homecoming 
in September of 2018. Some brought the family out to see the 
parade down Union Street and to enjoy the Presentation of the 
Court and Coronation of the Queen in the gym following the 
parade. Some attended the beautiful Homecoming Mass and 
then switched gears to the thrilling pep rally and then the exciting 
game in Donald Gardner Stadium!

Leading the parade were two exceptional Grand Marshals, long-
time OC employees Mrs. Barbara Artigue Fontenot (AIC 1959) and Mrs. Claire Speyrer. Mrs. Barbara 
returned to her alma mater immediately after graduation to begin her role as employee and is now 
in her 60th remarkable year of employment at OC! What true devotion to Catholic education! 
Mrs. Claire began her tenure at OC in 1977. As administrative secretary, she has worked under 
six principals and is now completing her 41st year here. They have both seen their children and 
grandchildren become OC graduates.  Opelouas Catholic was so happy to recognize both of them 
as 2018 Grand Marshals for their love and devotion to the school and its families, for steering 
the Viking ship through many years of great change and progress, and for their tireless work and 
support. Their years together add up to over a “century” of devotion! 

Following the parade, many proceeded into the gym to observe the lovely Coronation program 
led by Student Body President Marsha Savage. Precious to see were little ones Danae Francis 
as Flower Girl, granddaughter of Connie and Neal Thierry (1984); and Ellis Rhodes Trahan, son of 
Jason (2002) and Katie Diesi Trahan (2001). In the finale of the program, Miss Morgan Charles was 
crowned as Queen 2018. Maids were announced as Destiny Broussard and Ann Marie Duplechain. 

Before the big game, several alumni gathered at the Alumni Welcome Tent for visiting and 
refreshments prior to watching the pre-game and half-time presentations and cheering on the 
Vikings in their big victory over North Central. See more pictures inside this newsletter of the 
Homecoming events where the classes of 2009, 1999, 1989, 1979, and the AIC and Holy Ghost 
classes of 1969 were saluted. 



Someone asked me the other day, “what’s the one thing you need the 
most at Opelousas Catholic?” Without hesitation, I responded, “Help 
for families that want to send their children here but who struggle to 
pay tuition.”

Our mission, as a Catholic school, is to provide a solid, religious 
foundation built on Catholic principles and a strong and rigorous 
academic foundation; to foster the spirit of service to the family, 
school, and community as we mold tomorrow’s leaders; and to 
provide a well-rounded education including extra-curricular activities 
and athletics. The goal is to provide this for as many students as we 
possibly can, excluding no one who truly wants a Catholic education.

The reality is that the cost of a Catholic education has skyrocketed, 
and we have nothing to work with except what comes into this school 
via tuition. As a tuition-based school, with no federal or state funding, 
our revenue IS TUITION and our expenses have to fall in line with that 
revenue. That does not leave much for us to help those who want but 
cannot afford a Catholic education.

In 1976, the tuition for one student at OC was $30.75 per month for 
12 months or $369 per year. By 1996, that had increased to $2,100 
per year. Today, tuition ranges from $5,645 for elementary to $6,175 
for high school.

Yes, the cost of attending Opelousas Catholic School has grown 
immensely over the last 50 years, just as the cost of EVERYTHING has 
escalated. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, inflation has 
sent the cost of living 547.18% higher than it was back in 1970. If 
you want to break that down into easier to understand terms, it would 
take $647.18 today to buy what you could buy with $100 in 1970.

Here’s another interesting fact for you to digest: in 1974, the starting 
salary for a teacher with no experience but a bachelor’s degree was 
$3,000. Even that $3,000 salary is deceiving, however. Back in the 
70s, about half the faculty were nuns. The sisters were paid far less 
than lay teachers. Why? Not because they took a vow of poverty 
(which, yes, they did) but because they lived in a convent subsidized 
by the parish and school. They did not own individual cars, were 
not paying on houses, did not buy clothes and appliances, and so 
on. OC Bookkeeper Barbara Fontenot, that wonderful source of all 
information that is Opelousas Catholic in the last 72 years, says that 
salaries were not only different for lay and religious teachers, but 
for retired public school teachers who were paid less because they 
collected public school retirement, and female teachers were paid 
less than male teachers because they had husbands. That practice 
went on well into the 1980s and beyond in some cases. 

2019 reality:

1. There are no more sisters available to teach in our schools 
so we rely today on lay teachers who need to be paid 
competitively, equitably and fairly. Our teachers make about 
$10,000 a year less than their public school counterparts 
in St. Landry Parish, but payroll is still the largest line item 
in the school’s budget. It takes an average of 6-7 students 
just to pay the salary of one teacher. Multiply that times 60 
employees and we need 420 students to pay for teachers. 

2. Not only have salaries risen, but so has the cost of providing 
benefits for employees. Health insurance, for instance, cost 
under $50 a month for employees 50 years ago. Today, that 
figure is over $600 per month for plans that do not cover as 
much and that require higher out of pocket expenses than 50 
years ago. We are also required to pay retirement and other 
benefit costs for employees that were not in the budget 50 
years ago. Benefits (required by the diocese) make up the 
second-largest item in the school budget. At an average of 
$800-$900 per month, it takes another student just to pay for 
one teacher’s benefits or about 50 students total.

3. Energy costs have skyrocketed in the last 50 years. Our 
electric bills today run from $7,000 to $10,000 a month, 
depending on the weather. Add in the cost of natural gas, 
water, gasoline to run buses, Internet, telephone, etc. and 
you are looking at the third largest item in our school budget. 
Again, in relatable terms, it takes an additional 23 students to 
pay the energy costs of the school each year.

I haven’t addressed any other expenses, but I think you are beginning 
to see the picture. It costs a lot to operate this school – and our only 
real source of revenue is tuition.

Where does this leave us? We cannot raise tuition without pricing 
ourselves out of the market, which sadly, is what many in the public 
education system would like to see. Yes, they would love to have our 
Opelousas Catholic families in their system because you not only 
support your school financially, but you do so in all aspects of school 
life. You support your children 100% all the time, you want success, 
and you want achievement.

So, I ask this question: where would you be today without OC? Would 
you still feel a part of a second family, that OC brotherhood so many 
of you brag on? Would you have succeeded academically, financially, 
commercially, or socially as you have? What about the moral, ethical 
and religious beliefs you left here owning? What part of your success 
today originated on the grounds at 428 East Prudhomme Street?

What do we need from you? First and foremost, please, please, let 
people know what this school did for you and how you benefitted. Let 
us ALL help to spread the word about how good Opelousas Catholic 
truly is!  We want to continue to be the best-known value in quality 
education. And we ARE not just the best in St. Landry but among the 
best in Acadiana, so let us persist in telling our family, friends and 
neighbors.

Second, I know that many, many of you are already helping to pay 
for someone’s tuition, your own child, or a grandchild. My plea is for 
those of you who do not have a child or grandchild you support – 
please consider a donation to our scholarship fund to help a student 
attend Opelousas Catholic School. Help us give another child what you 
received – the foundation to a successful life built on the principles of 
Opelousas Catholic School.

Mrs. Marty Heintz
Principal

PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN



JOIN the OC FAMILY! 
Application for admission for the 2019-2020 school year has been in 
progress. Let any new families know that they can complete the online 
application procedure at www.OCSvikings.com. On the website, they should 
click on Admission under the Parent Resources tab for the online application. 
All families then (new and current) should register by March 15 to avoid any 
late fees. With questions, contact Mrs. Joanne Briley, Admissions Director, at 
337-942-5404 ext. 109 or email brileyj@ocsvikings.com. 

WE ARE ... moving forward! 

Plans are being made to re-roof the main building which houses our high 
school, middle school and now preschool departments.  Hope is also to 
repair and overlay our gym parking lot.

The Athletic Council will begin work this spring on a concession stand, 
restrooms, and improved bleachers at the football practice field. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Opelousas Catholic now offers Dual Enrollment classes in grades 11-12. If 
a student takes advantage of all campus and online opportunities, he or she 
can earn up to 48 hours of college credit before graduation! Those classes 
taken on campus are drawn through Louisiana Tech University while the 
bulk of the online DE classes run through Northwestern State University with 
some through Southern University and the University of Louisiana-Monroe.  

Students in grades 7-8 have the option to earn high school credit in some 
classes, such as Algebra I, Physical Science, French I and Art I.  OC believes 
in challenging and preparing our students!

Excerpts from Acadiana Catholic
In the summer of 2018, the Opelousas Catholic School family along with the 
St. Landry Catholic Church family and the entire community suffered the loss 
of a gentle giant ... our Monsignor Louis J. Melancon. To bring you closer to 
this man’s heart, we share some passages from an article published in the 
Acadiana Catholic magazine this fall. 

For more than 20 years, there was one thing that Opelousas Catholic 
students knew was a fact – Msgr. Melancon had their back. He went 
beyond spiritual guidance for “his children”. He provided comfort in 
times of trouble, ranging from the trivial loss of a critical football game to 
the loss of a parent, grandparent or sibling. He was there with advice ... 
He was there for weekly confession, prayer services, rosaries, mass for 
athletic teams, class masses. 

Most people do not know because he wanted to remain anonymous and 
avoided acknowledgment, but he also helped OC families with tuition 
assistance. He would walk into the bookkeeper or principal’s office with 
a check or cash, usually for $500 (the approximate cost of one month’s 
tuition per student) and explain that he heard about a student’s family 
going through a temporary financial setback. ”This will help them catch 
up”, he would explain.

Even in death, Monsignor continues to provide for “his children” through 
a monetary legacy left to Opelousas Catholic School. Those funds have 
been invested in the “Monsignor Louis J. Melancon Scholarship 
Fund” to provide assistance to future generations of Vikings who 
could otherwise not afford to attend OC.  If anyone would like to add to 
Monsignor’s legacy, donations may be sent to Kathy Hebert, Advancement 
Director, at OC for this tuition assistance fund.

Monsignor’s spirit will continue to live on in the hearts of Vikings, young 
and old, for many years to come. Framed pictures of these special individuals placed near the altar brought

fond memories for the Founders’ Day dedications.
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FOUNDERS’ DAY Dedications 

Opelousas Catholic School acclaimed “Founders’ Day” on September 19 
with a special school mass in St. Landry Catholic Church. Three devoted 
individuals to Opelousas Catholic were remembered ... the late Betty Savoie, 
Monsignor Louis Melancon, and Coach Isabelle Perry.

Ms. Anne Hollier (AIC 1953) spoke about her high school girls’ basketball 
coach, Coach Perry, who volunteered her time to coach from the early 
40s into the 50s, bringing a State Championship to the Academy of the 
Immaculate Conception (now Opelousas Catholic) and many district, parish 
and Catholic league championships. Ms. Anne praised her coach who taught 
the girls many life lessons along the way. A plaque in Coach Perry’s memory 
is being placed in the school gymnasium.

Mr. Fred Noel, former OC cafeteria manager and now with the Diocese 
Nutrition Services, gave his fond recollections about Mrs. Betty Savoie who 
worked for almost 50 years with the OC cafeteria. He spoke of her kind 
and gentle heart, her loving care of the children, her compassionate ways 
with her staff and the knowledge and examples he learned from her. It was 
announced that the OC cafeteria is lovingly being named the “Betty Savoie 
Cafeteria”.

Coach John Braham expressed his love for Msgr. Melancon as the most 
kind and generous human being he has had the privilege to know. He 
exclaimed how much Monsignor loved everyone at OC and cared deeply 
about our relationship with God ... how Monsignor was the “face of Christ” 
to all he met. He said that our school chapel was Monsignor’s “parish” in his 
retirement years and how we were so fortunate to have him minister to us 
on a daily basis. Thus our chapel is being dedicated to the memory of our 
beloved Monsignor Melancon.

Opelousas Catholic was grateful for the presence of several Marianites of 
Holy Cross at this mass, and words of thanks were expressed to the school’s 
founders including the Marianites, Sisters of the Holy Family, along with the 
influence of the Christian Brothers. 



Second ACADEMIC PEP RALLY
It was “Lights, Camera, Action, Achieve!” for this fall’s second annual 
Academic Pep Rally when over 150 students were celebrated for their 
academic achievements in Academy Award style! Coordinated by Mrs. 
Heintz, many faculty and staff were dressed appropriately for the formal 
occasion as honored students walked in on the red carpet.  Guest speaker 
for the event was 1973 OC alumnus and successful entrepreneur Steve 
Dupuis who gave congratulatory and encouraging words to all. 

At various times during the music-filled pep rally, the prize patrol came out 
with special throws to the delight of everyone. Performances were held, and 
even the teachers showed their steps in line dancing! In the finale, drawings 
were held with special prizes such as Beats headphones and a Smart TV.  
What a great event for very deserving students! 

Steve Dupuis (1973) gave an inspirational address for the Academic Pep Rally.

Do you recognize Mrs. Cindy Pitre in that evening dress and red hair leading the students in a 
special line dance for the Academic Pep Rally?

RETREAT-A-PALOOZA
Seniors and freshmen once again held a day of service at locations, such 
as The Refinery Mission for Men, the Michel Prudhomme Home, Hope for 
Opelousas, Prompt Succor Nursing Facility, St. Landry Catholic Church 
Cemetery, ARC of Acadiana, Opelousas Little Theatre, ICONS Food Bank, 
along with the OC library which is being transformed into a modern Media 
Center. Freshmen and seniors worked alongside each other at these 
worksites, giving of themselves with “service above self” efforts for the 
betterment of the community and their school. 

OC was voted “2018 Best School” 
in the Daily World reader’s poll … 

1st place six of the last eight years!

ADVANCEMENT BULLETIN 
Spreading our “good news” is a vital part of advancement. Thus, we hope 
that you enjoy this issue of the SAGA newsletter. Watch for the summer 
edition which will include the Catholic Schools Week honorees along with the 
Dinner/Auction, spring and end-of-the-year programs. All alumni and friends 
are encouraged to contact me in the Advancement Office with information 
for future issues.

As director, my office continues to work closely  with the Angel Appeal 
Drive, alumni and Homecoming activities, publications and advertisements, 
Grandparents’ Day; our Dinner and Auction event, and our OC Facebook 
page, announcing our activities and accomplishments. If you have not yet 
checked out our Facebook page, please do so to learn more about the day-
to-day life on the OC campus … and feel free to share our posts. We also 
hope to have a new video made for marketing purposes in the very near 
future.

In the planning stages is a very special project that many of our alumni 
and families will surely like ... a Brick Campaign where you will be able to 
purchase a personalized brick to place in a designated area on our campus. 
Once finalized, we will mail all details to our alumni and families with 
ordering instruction. We are excited about this venture! 

Let us keep Catholic education in our prayers … remembering what sets 
us apart!   

Kathy Hebert
Director of Advancement

BRIEFS 
“New” and awesome faculty members welcomed to the OC staff this school year:  
Mrs. Kaitlin Deville, high school English
Mrs. Jessica Fontenot and Mrs. Alexis Veillon, third grade
Mrs. Amanda Latiolais Hollier (OC 2004) and Mrs. Linda Lorenzen, high 
school science
Mrs. Sandy Huval, high school mathematics
Mrs. Cindy Lafleur, school counselor and junior high history
Coach Joey Thibodeaux, physical education and football and baseball 
assistant
Mrs. Liz Tullier, high school social studies
Mrs. Cristal Vazquez, 4th & 5th grade science and social studies

We appreciate the return of Deacon Dwayne Joubert (OC 1983) for high 
school Religion; and note that Mrs. Allison Pousson moved from second 
grade to our preschool program while Mrs. Brenda Hebert as prior 
elementary librarian is now teaching second grade. Mrs. Margaret Whaley 
Joubert (OC 1989) is currently the Elementary Teacher’s Aide while Mrs. 
Karen LaFleur is Clerical and Library Assistant.

Much can be learned about Opelousas Catholic by visiting:
•	 the school website at www.OCSvikings.com
•	 the school’s official Facebook page

Interested in a trip to Spain and Portugal in June 2019?  You can still 
register until April 1 for this amazing journey!  Contact John Braham, OC 
campus minister, for more information at 337-942-5404 ext. 114.

NEW MUSIC MINISTER – AMERICAN IDOL!  

Our new Music 
Minister is

Miss Emily Ortego 
(2017) and an 

amazing American 
Idol contestant you 

may have seen on TV 
recently, performing 
in front of Lionel 

Richie, Katy Perry, 
and Luke Bryan! 

Remarkable voice … 
outstanding person … 

future star!



TECH “BITS and BYTES”
It has been a busy year in technology! Mrs. Heintz secured two grants for 
us, one in science and one in English. The science grant includes three 
teachers and has 75 chromebooks on three carts along with ActivPanels in 
each of the three classrooms. Our English grant involves eight teachers with 
200 chromebooks on eight carts along with ActivPanels and five printers. 
Students and teachers are enjoying the infusion of technology in their 
lessons. 

Junior class members have joined the VTEC program and now have 
chromebooks to use 24/7 like our senior class. We take every opportunity 
to teach our students “best practices” when using technology as they are 
constantly influenced by what they see and read online.

The library is being transformed into a new Media Center and should be 
ready soon. A special thanks to Mrs. Sharon Ortego and Mrs. Stephanie Roy 
for their hard work painting the Media Center. It looks amazing! We also 
offer a huge thanks to Mr. Larry Quebedeaux for his carpentry skills! We are 
ready to change the lighting and floors and order furniture and equipment. 
Thanks to generous donors to Angel Appeal 2018-2019 and the bequest 
from Msgr. Louis Melancon, our students will have a beautiful and functional 
Media Center with technology and books to enjoy.

Looking for a way to help OCS? Bring your used ink, toner, and old cell 
phones to Room 10. We recycle them and get cash back or discounts on 
office supplies. We generally earn over $500 each year through this process. 
You can also earn significant state tax credits by purchasing new computer 
equipment for Opelousas Catholic. Call me (337-942-5404, ext 102) for 
more information.

It is my pleasure to serve our students and parents in the area of technology. 
We look forward to continuous improvements this upcoming school year, 
and thank you for your support.  

Beth G. Hebert
Technology Coordinator

These elementary children were some of the very creative participants 
in our “Trunk or Treat” evening sponsored by the PTO … and they 

had the winning costumes. Elvis was even in the house!

APPRECIATION Memos  
Thank you to our PTO ladies for their helpful endeavors! They initiated 
OC’s first “Mom Prom” in September and held their fifth annual “Trunk 
or Treat” for the youngsters.  PTO also started their “birthday grams” 
project which has been popular!

We are grateful to our teachers and parents who made our elementary 
Christmas play, “A Cajun Nativity”, such an outstanding one!

Alumni, parents, family and friends are encouraged to continue sending 
us the labels from Community Coffee and box tops from General Mills 
goods. In 2018, OC received $774.00 from CC and $739.00 from GM, 
both increases from 2017. Thanks also to those who bring recyclables to 
the St. Landry Recycling Center, applying it to OC’s account.    

Much appreciation goes out to those who have given their time as guest 
speakers recently, such as: 
Mrs. Martha Genovese (US Air Force vet) about service to our country for 
Veteran’s Day 
State Representative Dustin Miller (2005) about the value of Catholic 
education for Catholic Schools Week
Father Jared Suire (Diocese of Lafayette Vicar for Clergy) about vocations 
to high school students during Catholic Schools Week
Deacon Jerome Collins, Sr. (1957) about African American history for 
Black History month; and all other speakers who are so generous and 
caring!

RECOGNITION OF 60 + 12 YEARS! 

ELEMENTARY SNAPS!
Mrs. Barbara Artigue Fontenot (1959) was honored with the NCEA Distinguished Graduate 

Award in January. After graduating from AIC, she began her amazing tenure as secretary/
bookkeeper for the school and recently announced that she is retiring after 60 years of 

employment! With her 12 years of schooling plus her 60 years working, Barbara has given 72 
years of service to Catholic education, one that may be a record in our diocese! She has loved 
her school and passed it on to her two children and was so happy to see her three grandsons 

graduate from OC. Thank you, Barbara Fontenot, for your LIFETIME of devotion to 
Opelousas Catholic, and congratulations on your most deserving award!  Surrounding her 

in love and support are her grandson Andrew St. Cyr (2003); daughter Nancy Fontenot St. 
Cyr (1978); grandson Criston St. Cyr (2014); grandson Ben St. Cyr (2011); son Michael 

Fontenot (1979); and son-in-law Dane St. Cyr.

Preschoolers have a NEW home! They have moved from their former house behind the school to 
the main building and are happy to have their select classrooms and play area, perfect for

our little Vikings! 



   V IK ING PR IDE
How impressed we are with senior Sam Pitre who placed second in the 
Diocese of Lafayette’s Pro-Life Oratory Contest! Also as a member of our 
Quiz Bowl Team, Sam received the “Highest Scorer Award” in the annual 
Diocesan Varsity Quiz Bowl Tournament.

Nine outstanding high school students exhibiting qualities of exceptional 
scholarship, character, service and leadership were inducted into the 
National Honor Society:  Madeline Aymond, Alex Castille, Lora Charles, 
Jordan Doucet, Noah LaBruyere, Morgan Nicholas, Avery Provost, Jesse 
Roy, and Katie Wagley.

Varsity cheerleaders had a strong showing in the LHSAA State Cheer 
Competition where they finished in the top five!

Mary Claire Braham, 5th grade D.A.R.E. program graduate, took the 
OVERALL essay contest honors for the entire city of Opelousas!

In the OC School Social Studies Fair, the FIRST place and OVERALL 
winner was Sarah Blanchard with her Economics project; and in the OC 
School Science Fair, it was the team of Gabe Reed, Rhett Duhon, and 
Nolan Fourrier who took overall honors with their project entitled “Sugar 
as Rocket Fuel”!

The OC Drama Club’s performance of “Neighborhood Secrets” held 
in mid-February at the Opelousas Little Theatre was outstanding! 
Congratulations to Mrs. Cindy Pitre and her students for a job well done!

VIKINGS of the MONTH 

Students in grades 5 (elementary); 8 (junior high); and 12 (high school) were 
selected as “Vikings of the Month” for their remarkable qualities/academics.  
September: Bella Blanchard & Christopher Jesclard, 5th
  Emmie Courvelle & John Michael Jarrell, 8th
  Adrienne Allen & Alex Castille, 12th
October:  Kennedi Derouen & Brennan Charles, 5th
  Gracie Carriere & Carson Doucet, 8th
  Jordan Doucet & Taylor Thistlethwaite, 12th
November: Jardyn Richard & Ayden Mistrot, 5th
  Monica Collins & Baylin Ford, 8th
  Morgan Charles & Evan Cosgrove-Richard, 12th
December: Mary Claire Braham & Conner Fontenot, 5th  
  Olivia Clark & Daniel Thomas, 8th
  Destiny Broussard & Christian Miller, 12th 
 
							•		Vikings	of	the	Month	(Jan-May)	to	come	in	the	summer	newsletter.

Junior Beta Club members were outstanding at the “Junior Beta District Day”. Kudos to our
Engineering Team of Carter Zerangue, Kade Bidstrup, Jacob Vazquez, and John Michael 

Jarrell, the Louisiana District Runner Up in Engineering!

Twelfth grade students and chaperones 
made their trip to Washington, DC in 

late January to stand up for 
LIFE in the National Pro-Life March. 

They also took in the U.S. Capitol 
building with Congresssman

Ralph Abraham and visited other 
historic sites.

This team of “scientists” went on to place FIRST in the Regional Science Fair and SECOND 
OVERALL in the Junior Division! Additionally nominated for Broadcom Masters, we 

congratulate Gabe Reed, Nolan Fourrier, and Rhett Duhon. 

Our Senior Ministry 
choir has been doing 
a glorious job in song 
for the school masses 
following the lead 
of Music Minister 

Emily Ortego 
(2017)!



ON THE SPORTS SIDE
Football 
WE ARE District 5A Champions! Vikings football cruised to 
the quarterfinals before their great season ended. *Congrats 
to those named All-District 1st Team: Devin Thierry (WR 
& DB & District Offensive MVP); Adam Purser (TE); Trey 
Carriere (OL); Xavier Jackson (OL); Zachary Mengarelli (RB); 
Drew Sebastien (PK); Donovan Green (DL); Matt Courville 
(LB); Cameron Lee (DB & District Defensive MVP); Tyler 
Clark (P); and Thomas David (District Coach of the Year). 

Cross Country 
The boys’ team captured 3rd place in District; and Luke 
Lafleur and Hunter Monceret were named to the All-District 
Team. Hunter finished 7th at the Parish Meet, and the team 
fared well in the State Meet.

Soccer
Both boys and girls soccer had successful seasons and 
went to the first round of the playoffs. 

Basketball
The Lady Vikings’ basketball team had a great season 
and claimed second place in District and hosted the first 
round of the playoffs.  

The Vikings’ basketball finished as District Co-Champs 
with North Central! They hosted and won the second and 
third rounds of the playoffs, going to the semifinals for the 
first time in four decades!  Super season for the Vikes and 
Coach Jeff Dupre (1991)! 
   

• Good luck to the varsity spring sports including baseball, softball, 
track and field, tennis, and golf!

YOUNG VIKES to LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Congratulations to the Vikings’ 5th-6th grade and the 7th-8th grade football 
teams for making it to the “Crawfish Bowl” this fall!  The 5th-6th graders 
captured the “Crawfish Bowl Championship” title while the 7th-8th grade 
Vikings finished as runner-up in their final game. We are proud of our young 
Vikings!

FORMER VIKINGS at a GLANCE
We have several former Viking athletes playing at the next level. Here is a 
report on two.

Gardner ... a Ragin Cajun!
Spencer Gardner (2017) was redshirted in his first season with the UL Ragin 
Cajun football team and after much hard work, he saw playing time this 
past fall. In fact, the Daily Advertiser newspaper published a special story 
about his progress as Head Coach Napier noted Spencer’s development and 
maturity, leading to more opportunity to play and contribute to his team’s 
success.  Way to go, Spencer!

Manzanares ... McNeese Cowgirl!
Mia Manzanares (2015) has had tremendous success with McNeese State 
University Rodeo. In recent months, she was named the “All-Around National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association Champion”! What great accomplishments!

COLLEGE BOUND ATHLETES
Senior baseball player, Sam Pitre, signed with Millsaps College in Mississippi. 
Senior soccer player, Madeleine Sylvester, plans to play at LSU-Eunice.
Senior Vikette Dance team member, Madeleine “Maddie” Braham signed 
with Spring Hill College in Alabama to be a member of their dance team.

ATHLETIC COUNCIL EVENTS
The annual Gun/Cash Raffle for 2019 is underway with tickets selling 
for $50. Each Saturday using the Louisiana Lottery Pick 3, there are 52 
chances to win! The winner has a choice of a gun or $500 cash. For 
tickets, contact Robert Roy or Athletic Director Tommy Tate. 

Other Athletic Council events to note:
✓ Spring Barbecue Dinner Sale on March 17 
✓ Dancing Viking Starz fundraiser on April 26

DREAMS Become REALITY! 
OC elementary students tend to look up to Vikings and Lady Vikings in 
sports and spirit groups. The dream of becoming one of them came true 
for a day to three special youngsters. Thanks to the winning bids by their 
parents at the 2018 Tasters’ Dinner and Auction event, these three had 
the time of their lives as Cheerleader for a Day, Vikette for a Day, and 
Football Captain for a Day! 

The first Earl Heintz Memorial Scholarship was presented at the opening school mass of the year 
to senior James Monroe. Coach Heintz, late husband of OC principal Marty Heintz, enjoyed 

young people and his career in teaching and coaching football and track. Thus, the Heintz 
family decided to offer an annual scholarship in his name to a student athlete who participated 
in those two sports and fulfilled the character requirements and recommendations. James was 
happy to be selected for the $1,000 tuition scholarship for 2018-2019. Pictured with him are 

Mrs. Heintz, his mother Betty Thomas, and Coaches Thomas David and Chance Mistric.

Ellison Boyd, “Cheerleader for a Day”, and 
Mary Claire Braham, “Vikette for a Day”, will 
remember for years to come their special “dream 

come true” for the pep rally and game … and they 
did a fantastic job!

It was a memorable day for 
John Parker Trahan, “Football 
Captain for a Day”! He was 
carried in to loud cheers at the 
pep rally on the shoulders of 
Viking players, participated in the pep rally and in the coin toss for the game and ran out onto 
the field, becoming part of the team for the night. It was awesome! 



HOMECOMING SCRAPBOOK...

Camille Chachere and Taylor Hebert, Queen and 
Captain from 10 years ago, prepared to roll in the parade.

As the parade got underway, the youngsters with the soccer teams
were excited to make their throws!

Queen Cindy Hidalgo Reviere of 1978-79 rode with
1988-89 Maid of Honor Kelly Venable Carroll in the parade. They are actually cousins!

2018-19 court member Chloe Jarrell and her escorts Alex Castille and Zachary Mengarelli 
treasured this special time of their senior year.

Having a great time on the parade route were Queen Amber Newman Pena of 20 years ago 
with Ben Minyard and Danny Savoie, 1998-99 Viking Captains.

A few classmates from AIC 1968-69 recalled fond memories of 50 years ago
as they rode together in the parade.



These ladies of 1988-89 were raring to go for a fun ride in the parade
just as it was 30 years ago!

Last year’s Queen Lauren Miller and Captain Ryan Lewis were glad to
“come home” to participate in the  parade and festivities.

Bill Fontenot (1969) attended the Homecoming Mass, provided an encouraging message for 
the student body after mass and posed for a picture with his precious granddaughter Caroline. 

He is so happy to see her beginning preschool with a Catholic education at his alma mater! 

Grand Marshals Barbara Artigue Fontenot (1959) and Claire Speyrer
savored the pre-game presentation on the field.

Paul Voitier (1969) shared an old photo with his classmate and AIC Homecoming Queen 
Mary Willis Veron before the start of the game.

Representing the 1988-89 court were Maid of Honor Kelly Venable Carroll and football team 
escort Andy DeJean as they were introduced in the pre-game presentation.



Having fun with the photo props was this group of young alumni from 2017 coming together!

HOMECOMING THANKS
The OC Advancement Office gives thanks and praise to the Classes of 
1989 and 1969 celebrating their special years in the parade!  In true 
Viking/Wildcat spirit, they organized and decorated trailers/vehicles for 
their classmates to ride in pride! 

The Catholic Schools of Opelousas Alumni Association board members 
appreciate Tony Chachere’s for providing the delicious gumbo for 
the Alumni Welcome tent!  The association board members brought 
something new to Homecoming 2018 ... a Live Painting by local artist 
Dirk Guidry. It was later auctioned at the “Senior Night” football game 
with a top bid by Blake and Hope Charles. 

For the nice give-away prizes used in the alumni drawing, the 
association is grateful to the following supporters:  

Steamboat Warehouse Restaurant (Jason Huguet, 1994)
Tikey T’s (Tikey LeLeux, 1977)
Hebert’s Boudin & Cracklins (Alyce  Hebert, 1993)
Dr. Jason Trahan (2002)
Jimmy John’s Sandwiches
OC Spirit Shop and OC Purple Club  

All gifts were blessings, and the lucky alumni were thrilled with them!

Presented in the pre-game program were Cindy Hidalgo Reviere and Dwayne Hargroder, 
1978-79 Queen and Team Co-Captain.

FLASHBACK! 

A few “flashbacks” or “blasts from the past” announced during the 
Homecoming game this fall …

Remember just 10 years ago when:
•	 Aaron Fontenot and Meghan Curley were named “Viking and Lady 

Viking of the Year”     
•	 Homecoming Maids included Alaina Chachere and Brittany Bihm; 

and then the Prom Queen was Hilary Tuttle with Prom King being 
Wesley Guidroz

It was only 20 years ago when:
•	 The senior leaders included Elliot Myers as Student Body President; 

Amy Courville as Senate President; and Katie Chachere as Senior 
Class President  

•	 Amber Newman and Danny Savoie were voted “Most Spirited” and 
Allison Falgoust and Amy Courville were announced as the maids 
on the Homecoming Court

Flashback to 30 years ago when:
•	 The senior class voted Mitzi Fontenot and Andy DeJean as “Most 

Popular” and Nichole Guillory and Grant Mistric as “Most Likely to 
Succeed”  

•	 There was still a Flags Corps at OC which was led by captains 
Holly Chachere and Nichole Guillory

A 40-year Flashback when:
•	 The cheerleaders were led by Captain Bridget Benson and the pep 

squad by President Cindy Hidalgo
•	 Greg Fields was captain of the Vikings football team with Co-

Captains Dwayne Hargroder and Troy Morris  

Going back 50 years ago when:
•	 Graduating at the top of their 1969 AIC class were Valedictorians 

Debbie Dupre, Tony Kretschmer, and Tom Lafleur; and Salutatorians 
Ruth Dugal and Mark Guidry

•	 The AIC Wildcat football team won the District 3-A Championship 
and fought their way through the playoffs into the semifinals … 
named “All State” were Darryl D’avy, Karl Dupre, and Seldon 
Deshotels

Several from the 1998-99 class were on hand to cheer on the Vikings in Donald Gardner 
Stadium while they celebrated 20 years!

HOMECOMING 2019 Set!
Make plans for Homecoming 2019 which is set for the 

Vikings game on October 25 in Donald Gardner Stadium 
at 7:00 pm!  The parade and coronation program will be 
held on October 24, rolling by 6:00 pm.  We hope to see 

alumni and families on both evenings!



A L U M N I  N O T E S
Spotlighted are a few graduates from the classes of 
50, 40, 30, 20, and 10 years ago! 

William “Bill” Fontenot (1969) is a graduate of USL in Lafayette with a degree in 
Civil Engineering. He worked with the La. Department of Transportation and 
Development for 38 years, the last 19 as Regional Engineer Administrator 
for the 8-parish Acadiana Region. Bill is a very familiar face in St. Landry 
Parish as he has been proudly serving over recent years as President of 
the St. Landry Parish Government. Bill and his wife Patsy (1972) have been 
married for 45 years and are blessed with three children. They now treasure 
7 grandchildren. 

Mary Willis Veron (1969) earned her Lower Elementary Special Education 
degree at USL in Lafayette. After over 28 years as a Special Education 
teacher in Lafayette Parish, she is retired and is also a retired owner of Café 
Vermilionville in Lafayette. Mary and her husband Kenneth have raised three 
children and are now enjoying three grandchildren. In her spare time, she 
likes gardening, reading and sewing.

Michelle Bellard Hanks (1979) received her degree in Accounting from UL-
Lafayette and has been working as a CPA and CFO with Beta Land Services.  
She is the mother of two children, a son and a daughter. Michelle is married 
to Bryan Hanks, and they make their home in Lafayette, La. 

Dwayne Hargroder (1979) is a graduate of USL (now UL-Lafayette) where 
he majored in Business and was inducted into the Financial Management 
National Honor Society. Dwayne is recently retired from the insurance and 
healthcare business and spends his time with Hargroder Real Estate Group 
with holdings in Louisiana and Florida. He and his wife Anita have four 
daughters. 

Brett Moreau (1979) completed the Nursing curriculum at USL where he 
was honored in the Sigma Theta Tau Honor Society of Nursing. He has been 
working at Abbeville General Hospital and is a Clinical Nurse Educator with 
Clinical IT. Brett is also a certified emergency nurse.  He and his wife are the 
parents of two and live in Lafayette, La.

Cindy Hidalgo Reviere (1979) studied at LSU in Baton Rouge and graduated 
from the LSU School of Dentistry with a degree in Dental Hygiene. She has 
practiced as a dental hygienist for 37 years in the Tri-Parish area. Cindy and 
her husband Jed live in the Eunice, La. area and are the parents of three 
daughters and now enjoy two grandsons.

Kelly Venable Carroll (1989) attended Tulane University where she earned a 
degree in in International Relations. She is now working for Tulane University 
as an Assistant Vice President through the Division of Campus Services. Kelly 
recently received the Spirit of Tulane Award. She and her husband Bryant 
have two sons and live in New Orleans.

Felix “Andy” DeJean IV (1989) graduated from Louisiana Tech University, 
earning a degree in History. He went on to Southern University Law Center to 
earn his juris doctorate.  Andy is now a trial lawyer in Baton Rouge and has 
been noted in various lists of excellence among attorneys including his 2018 
Attorney of the Year honors.  He and his wife live in Baton Rouge and are the 
parents of four children.

Billie Jo Byrom Frame (1999) went on to UL-Lafayette to earn her bachelor’s 
degree in Organizational Communications and then her master’s degree in 
Business Administration. She has been employed with Farmers Merchants 
Bank in Breaux Bridge, La. as branch manager, BSA officer, and recently 
became the bank trainer. Billie Jo and her husband Casey are the parents of 
three children and live in Addis, La.

Allison Falgoust Frey (1999) completed her undergraduate studies in 
Secondary English Education at LSU in Baton Rouge and then earned her 
master’s degree in Special Education at Southeastern Louisiana University. 
Allison spent ten years teaching and is now a stay at home mom. She and 
her husband are the parents of two and live in Thibodaux, La.

Ashly Hargroder Allemond (1999) earned her associate degree in 
Accounting/Office System Technology from Louisiana Technical College-T.H. 
Harris.  She has been working as a legal assistant with the Law Firm of Schiff, 
Scheckman & White in Opelousas for 13 years. Ashly and her husband are 
the parents of two children who attend OC. 

Bernard “Ben” Minyard (1999) attended UL-Lafayette where he received 
his degree in General Studies. He went on to Southern University Law Center 
to earn his Juris Doctorate. He is now an attorney with the Law Office of 
Charles Minyard. Ben and his wife April live in nearby Church Point and are 
the parents of six sons … the joy of boys! The four oldest attend OC.

Amber Newman Pena (1999) completed her bachelor’s degree in Nursing 
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. She is now enjoying her career 
as a Registered Nurse in the newborn intensive care unit at West Jefferson 
Medical Center. Amber and her husband Kevin have two children and live in 
the New Orleans area.

Daniel “Danny” Savoie (1999) prepared for his career in Respiratory 
Therapy through LSU in Eunice and Our Lady of the Lake in Baton Rouge. 
He works as a Respiratory Therapist with Ken’s Thrifty Way and is co-owner 
of Louisiana Special Needs Consultants. He has also enjoyed coaching 
American Legion baseball for four years. Danny and his wife Ashley are 
expecting their first child in March.

Camille Chachere (2009) attended the University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
where she received her bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with a 
focus in Accounting. She is now a Certified Public Accountant and Financial 
Controller with VieMed in Lafayette and also serves as a Notary Public. 

Taylor Hebert (2009) began his studies at UL-Lafayette before his love of 
Cajun food and culture inspired him to earn a culinary degree from Northwest 
Culinary Institute in Vancouver, Washington. He then worked in kitchens from 
Alaska to New Orleans and recently returned to the Hebert family business 
to continue his career.

Emily Manuel (2009) completed her studies in the field of education at UL-
Lafayette. Currently, she is a fourth grade teacher at Brentwood Elementary 
School in Lake Charles, La. and lives in the Lake Charles area. 

In a “correction” from the summer 2018 issue, we re-publish the following note:  
Elizabeth Trcalek Roberie (1973) graduated from USL (now UL-Lafayette) 
with a bachelor’s degree in Nursing. She is now a retired Registered Nurse 
after working with the St. Landry Parish Health Unit. She and her husband 
have moved to Georgetown, Texas to be near their son Heath (1997) and his 
family where they enjoy one grandson.
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ALUMNI SOFTBALL Growth!
Thank you to all of the alumni who participated in the ninth annual Opelousas 
Catholic Alumni Softball Tournament held in August 2018. The championship 
game was a battle between the classes of 2010 and 2014 ...  with the title 
going to 2014! 

In the Homerun Derby, it was Matt Hebert (2008) who finished as the winner, 
earning him a t-shirt, Academy gift card, and Chicory’s gift card compliments 
of Wesley Guidroz (2009). 

OC is truly grateful to Heidi Fisher Pelloquin and Travis “Cheese” Ledoux 
(both OC 1999) for once again coordinating the event with assistance from 
committee members. 

And for the TENTH annual tourney, big change is on 
the way!  In search for a park that provides two fields, 
concession stand, restrooms, and ample parking, the 
OC fields were a perfect choice! 

With two fields, the tourney can be consolidated to 
Saturday-Sunday. Heidi mentions that there might be 
some cabbage ball games included. Check the OC 
Alumni Softball Tournament page for more details 
or contact ocalumnisoftball@gmail.com. In the 
meantime, draw a softball on your 2019 calendars 
over the dates of Saturday & Sunday, September 7-8! 
It will be a great time!

ALUMNI in the MEDIA …
In our local newspaper, Opelousas General Health System has been 
advertising a couple of new doctors in town (who happen to be OC 
graduates):

•	 OGHS	 welcomes	 Jason Trahan, MD (2002) who is an 
otolaryngologist (ENT). He is part of the “Southern ENT” 
group and is now seeing patients at the OGHS South Campus. 
Jason is married to Katie Diesi Trahan (2001), and they 
are the parents of four children, all who attend Opelousas 
Catholic School ranging from preschool through 7th grade. 

 
•	 Another	young	doctor	beginning	to	practice	through	OGHS	is	

Samantha Lavergne Vidrine, MD (2005). She specializes in 
Obstetrics/Gynecology and is now accepting patients in her 
office at the OGHS Women’s Health Center. Samantha and 
her husband live in Washington, La. and are the parents of 
two, a 3-year-old and 1-year-old.

Elliot Myers (1999) was spotlighted online through the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette for his motivation and dedication as he pursued 
his B.S. degree in Nursing; his Master of Science, and now his Doctor 
of Nursing Practice. Following his bachelor’s degree completion, 
he began working as an RN at Lafayette General Hospital. Online 
through UL, he started the MSN program while continuing his RN 
duties and balancing his family life with his wife and son. Receiving 
his master’s, he became a Nurse Practitioner and has opened two 
family practice clinics. Now pursuing his Doctor of Nursing Practice 
degree online, he looks back and is grateful for the online option 
giving him the ability to accomplish what he has over the years in 
order to help people.

STORK NEWS from OC COUPLES
Linda Brownlee Martin and Michael Martin (both 
2007) and big sisters Ava Margaret and Alice welcomed 
another baby girl Aubriann Rose to the family on 
November 18. Linda is a speech language pathologist 
doing private therapy with Let’s Talk LLC, while Michael 
is employed as a CT Technologist with UHC in Lafayette 
where they make their home.  

Heidi Fisher Pelloquin (1999) and Derek Pelloquin 
(2001) have new titles, “Mommy and Daddy”, since 

December 14 when they welcomed their first child, Logan Elise! The 
Pelloquin family lives in Sunset, La. while Heidi works as a territory manager 
for Obagi Medical and Derek as a Land Acquisition Manager for Southern 
Lifestyle Development.

Blaire Schwartzenburg Emonet (2001) and Eric Emonet (1996) added 
child #5 to their family when baby girl Elizabeth Claire was born on February 
6. This family of seven makes their home in Opelousas. Blaire does an 
outstanding job as a Pre-K teacher at Opelousas Catholic, and Eric works as 
a Drilling Fluids Engineer with Anchor Drilling USA. 

Eryn Noel Hebert (2009) and Matt Hebert (2008) became proud first-time 
parents on February 25 when their baby girl Nora Kate was born! Eryn has 
been teaching at Cankton Elementary School, while Matt is now in the 
insurance industry with Liggio Insurance Agency in Lafayette. The young 
family lives in Scott, La.

Matt Hebert (2008), 
Homerun Derby Champ!

OC Couples WED!
Hallea Bullara (2004) and Will Ryan (2009) exchanged 
marriage vows in a beautiful wedding service on October 
27, 2018. Hallea teaches 8th grade ELA at Cathedral 
Carmel School and also instructs yoga at Red Lerille’s 
Health & Racquet Club in Lafayette. Will works as an 
attorney with the firm of Moreau, Moreau, Ryan and 
Bassett in Opelousas. 

Celeste “CeCe” Chachere (2005) and Andy Dye (1999) tied the knot on 
November 16 in a charming New Orleans ceremony. The newlyweds live in 
the Lafayette, La. area. CeCe works in marketing for her family business at 
Tony Chachere’s Creole Foods in Opelousas, while Andy is employed with 
CGI Federal.

Whitney Granger (2014) and Josh Howard (2012) became “Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard” in a lovely evening ceremony on February 16 in St. Landry Catholic 
Church. After graduating from UL-Lafayette, Whitney is a Registered Nurse 
working at Opelousas General Health System.  Josh attended UL-Lafayette 
as well and now works in pool construction with his family business, Howard 
Pool Company. The young couple resides in Washington, La.

The team from “14” claimed the championship and bragging rights at the 2018 tourney!



SPEAKING with a PURPOSE!

After a representative from national publishing company, 
Our Sunday Visitor, heard Opelousas Catholic’s John Braham 
making a presentation on “Grief in Schools” at the Diocese of 
Lafayette, he was hired as a speaker and consultant for the 
company. What a tribute to his gift of speaking which has also 
been an exciting and meaningful experience for him!

Our Sunday Visitor serves many pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade schools as well as church parishes across the country. Its 
purposes include forming Catholics in their faith, notifying them 
about Catholic events, and helping them to defend the faith. 
The company provides a stringent curriculum based on faith 
journeys for children, parents and their families. This curriculum 
is deeply rooted in doctrinal teachings of the Catholic Church 
that encourages a total family-based teaching model. 
 
John Braham grew up in Atlanta, Georgia and then attended 
Alabama’s Spring Hill College where he received his degree 
in Mass Communications (Radio and TV) with a minor in 
Theology. He has now been in the field of education for 22 
years, completing his 16th year at Opelousas Catholic School 
as Campus Minister and Director of Religious Education. He 
exclaims, “Kids are my passion!” Thus, his love of youth shines 
through his presentations.
 
The content of his talks are based on issues he has dealt with 
over the years in his school family and other relationships. 
Classroom practices with his students and his campus ministry 
retreats have given him experiences to expound upon when he 
presents his messages at national conferences. 
 
Over the last couple of years, Braham has taken his insights 
throughout the southeast in Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana. These have been targeted to Catholic school 
administrators and teachers and also to church parish leaders. 
His prime topics range from dealing with grief, the challenges 
of teaching teenagers, ways to involve parents in a child’s faith 
journey, and re-discovering Catholicity in the Catholic schools. 
In his talks, he states, “I hope to inspire ideas of putting into 
action the message God sends each one of us to tell the world.”
 
Braham looks forward to his upcoming conferences, including 
the NCEA (National Catholic Education Association) Conference 
this spring in Chicago where he will focus his address on 
“Grieving in Schools”. He has had the unfortunate experience 
of unimaginable loss within our school family back in the year 
2012. It all began with the deaths of two extremely bright and 
energetic Catholic young ladies who were high school juniors 
and varsity cheerleaders with a promising future ahead. They 
died in a car accident on the weekend of the Holy Triduum in 
April 2012. Three months later, another car accident took the 
precious life of a beautiful middle school student. Then only one 
month after, a petite and loving freshman girl (one of triplets) 
passed away from a brain tumor. 

What tremendous losses to swallow for our small school 
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community within a short period of time. Braham found various 
ways to connect with students and families during this sorrowful 
time and build upon his faith as he encouraged others. Thus, 
his dealings with these and other real-life situations brings 
a genuine openness to his talks and readiness to share with 
others on this faith journey through life.

When asked about his favorite message to conclude his 
presentations, Braham says with his typically huge smile, “I like 
to remind all that God has a purpose for everyone. It is our duty 
to find that purpose to help God accomplish His mission here 
on earth.”
 
Opelousas Catholic School counts its blessings that John 
Braham is fulfilling his purpose in spreading these enlightening 
and caring messages, helping God’s people throughout the 
country and at his home school in Opelousas.

John Braham addressed a group at the New Orleans conference
for Our Sunday Visitor in January.



ANGEL APPEAL 2018-2019
For this 2018-2019 OC Angel Appeal Drive, Opelousas Catholic is truly 
grateful to the many “angels” who have bestowed blessings upon the 
children of OC with generous gifts and prayers! We appreciate all of the 
parents, grandparents, alumni, faculty, staff, family and friends for providing 
support thus far. For others who have not yet participated, you are reminded 
that this appeal drive continues through May 2019. … so please help us add 
more names to this angelic list before that time.   

OC also thanks those who purchased tickets for the February Dinner and 
Auction event which benefits this appeal. As always, it will enhance the 
Foundation Trust Fund, and this year’s drive will allow the transformation 
of our main library into a modern Media Center! Upon completion, it will be 
used by all students, preschool through high school.   

We remind our generous gift givers that hundreds of companies will match 
their employees’ contributions. Simply obtain the appropriate form from your 
employer, and send it to school with your gift. It will be welcomed!

A list of donating “angels” will be published in our summer newsletter.

MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Please consider an Opelousas Catholic School memorial gift as a meaningful 
way to memorialize departed friends and loved ones. Gifts are invested 
perpetually in the OCS Foundation Trust Fund to enhance our quality Catholic 
education.

Simply send a gift in any amount to:
OC Office of Advancement 
428 East Prudhomme Street 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
Indicate: 
(1) the name/address of the persons making the gift 
(2) the name of the memorialized person
(3) the name/address of the family to be sent a lovely 
     memorial card in acknowledgment of the gift.

Names of deceased honorees are inscribed in the 
OCS Memorial Book, and they are remembered at all 
school masses, a beautiful way to remember someone special! The list of 
enrolled loved ones from July 2018 to June 2019 will be published in the 
summer newsletter.

OPELOUSAS • EUNICE • PORT BARRE • LAFAYETTE
SCOTT • CARENCRO • MEMBER F.D.I.C.

GIVING in MANY WAYS!
After reading this newsletter and witnessing the many wonderful happenings 
at OC, won’t you consider a way to get engaged and give back, to support 
Catholic education at Opelousas Catholic?

Become INVOLVED … join the Alumni Association … help in the organization 
of class reunions
Become CONNECTED … follow the OC Facebook page and the school web 
site and update your profile
Become INFORMED … read school newsletters, publications and more
Become SPIRITED … visit The Viking Shop and wear with pride your Viking 
apparel
GIVE BACK … provide gifts to God’s OC children and their education

(Tuition Assistance Fund, Angel Appeal Drive, Foundation Trust Fund, Building 
Fund, Technology Support, Athletic Fund, Alumni Association)

Did you know that you can leave a legacy with the Planned Giving concept? 
Gifts through a will or estate plan may be completed by anyone. You can 
take care of your loved ones and the children of OC at the same time. Please 
check with your financial advisor, CPA or attorney to find out more.

Your company may have a Matching Gift Program as a way of giving back. 
Please look into it to help us carry out the school’s mission!

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

OCS educates students in the mission of Christ:
to know, love, and serve God; to be kind and 

respectful to one another;
and to use their God-given gifts to achieve 

success spiritually, academically and physically.



F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N 
( 2 0 1 8  - 2 0 1 9 )

PASTORS:

    Msgr. Keith DeRouen, Chancellor

    Msgr. Russell Harrington

    Rev. Matthew Higginbotham

    Rev. Lambert Lein

    Rev. Gregory Simien

ADMINISTRATORS:

    Marty Heintz, Principal

    Rose Lalonde, Assistant Principal

    Liz Meche, Assistant Principal 

DEAN OF STUDENTS:

    Willard Hanks

SCHOOL COUNSELOR:

     Cindy Lafleur

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
     John Braham
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:
     Tommy Tate
TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR:
     Beth G. Hebert (OC 1974)
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT:
     Kathy Hebert
ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR:

    Joanne Briley

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
    Sharon Ortego, President
    Rhonda Gerace Bergeron (1994)
    Allison Blevins
    Tamara Broussard
    Brad Guidroz    
    Candice Gussman
    Heather Savoie Wallace (1993)
HEADS OF SCHOOL ORGANZATIONS:
Parent-Teacher Organization:
    Lindsey Reed, President
Academic Council:
    Vickie Collins, President
Athletic Council:

    Steve Guidroz, President (OC 1978)

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9
S C H O O L  Y E A R

March 17 ........................................................................................................ Spring Barbecue Dinner Sale by Athletic Council

April 6 ............................................................................................................................................................ Junior-Senior Prom

April 14-15 ........................................................................................ Passion Play by senior class, St. Landry Catholic Church

April 19-26 ............................................................................................................................. Easter break “The Lord is Risen”!

April 26 ...............................................................................................................................“Dancing Viking Starz”, Delta Grand

May 13 ..........................................................................................................................Athletic Awards Program, OC gym, 6 pm

May 15 ......................................................................................................................... Senior Academic Awards Banquet, 6 pm

May 17 ............................................................................... Mass and Graduation Ceremony, St. Landry Catholic Church, 6 pm

May 30 ................................................................................................................................ Last day of school year for students
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THANK YOU to the five advertising sponsors throughout this newsletter! 
The Advancement Office appreciates your support in making this newsletter possible.

Others who wish to advertise may call 337-942-5404 ext. 105.

OCS does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, creed
or national origin in admissions or employment policies.


