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“Guiding our children on their Journey with Jesus”

2019 Homecoming Royalty:  Second Maid Mary Collins; Escort Drew Sebastien;
Queen Lora Charles; Escort Trey Carriere; First Maid Katie Wagley; Escort Xavier Jackson 

THE SPIRIT OF HOMECOMING!
What a Homecoming celebration to remember!  Due to an incoming storm, 
the activities typically held on Thursday and Friday had to be combined 
into one day to avoid the rough Friday weather. On Thursday, October 24, it 
started with the Presentation of the Court and Coronation at 1:00 pm in the 
gymnasium. There the 2019 Homecoming Queen was crowned … Miss Lora 
Charles!  How special it was for her to be crowned by her first cousin, Miss 
Morgan Charles, Queen of the previous year’s court. Announced as the First 
Maid was Katie Wagley and Mary Collins as Second Maid. Seniors Madison 
Arceneaux and Noah LaBruyere had the honor of serving as emcees for the 
program. The youngsters attending were Monroe Castania as flower girl and 
Aiden LeBlanc as crown bearer. 

Later that afternoon, the parade rolled but in a different direction, starting on 
the OC campus and heading down Main Street all the way to Donald Gardner 
Stadium in time for the big game.  Mrs. Rose Lalonde, recently retired OC 
administrator who served the school for an amazing 42 years, was honored 
as the Grand Marshal of the parade. After teaching in the classroom, she 
moved into administration as the assistant principal for elementary and 
junior high grade levels where she juggled curriculum, scheduling, guidance, 
mentoring, supervising and hugging her little Vikings. Mrs. Rose and her late 
husband Joe were always involved in their three children’s school activities 
through their OC graduation. Opelousas Catholic was proud to acclaim her as 
Grand Marshal for the positive influence she has had on generations.

As in the past, there was a pre-game presentation of past Homecoming 
royalty led by the Mrs. Rose who was escorted by her son Neil (1994). Several 
alumni gathered at the Alumni Welcome Tent for visiting and refreshments 
and then cheered the Vikings on to victory over North Central. Note the 
“Homecoming Scrapbook” on the following pages of this newsletter to hold 

lots of memories for the honorees from the classes of 2010, 2000, 1990, 
1980, and AIC and Holy Ghost 1970.  

Yes, the spirit of Homecoming is always extraordinary bringing many alumni 
home to recall some of the best times of their lives!  The Homecoming mass 
was still held on the Friday morning to wrap up the exciting week and to give 
thanks to our Lord for the many blessings He has bestowed on OC and all of 
the alumni belonging to our big school family. 

Grand Marshal for the 2019 Homecoming Parade, Mrs. Rose Lalonde,
was ready to lead the Vikings down Main Street.

2019 Court and Escorts
Madeline Aymond & Donovan Green     Ali Couvillion & Jack Sebastien

Maci Bergeron & Tyler Clark      Lexi Fontenot & Ronald Riggs

Aubre Berzas & Dustin Dupre/Ronal Patin        Amy Claire Miller & Nicholas Dupre

Sahvana Bourque & Jesse Roy      Morgan Nicholas & Adam Dupre

Emily Briley & Ethan Fourrier      Avery Provost & Jacob Bellard

Lora Charles & Trey Carriere                    Katlyn Stelly & Andre Duplechain

Mary Collins & Drew Sebastien                         Katie Wagley & Xavier Jackson



PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN

As we begin the calendar year and move toward the end of 
the 2919-2020 school year, reflection about where we are at 
Opelousas Catholic, where we have been, and where we are 
going seems to be in order.

On the surface, it may not look like much has changed. The 
buildings are still here, the names of the students are rather 
reminiscent of the names of students going back 50 or more 
years, teachers still expect too much according to students, 
teachers still assign too much homework according to parents, 
most of our students participate in multiple athletic and 
extracurricular activities, religion and our faith play the major 
role on our campus, and our students still achieve well above 
parish, state, and national norms. (Obviously, those “too high” 
expectations are being met and that “abundance” of homework 
must help!)

Our students are currently in the midst of preparations for 
annual standardized testing, an example of something that 
definitely has changed. Students in grades 3-7 are preparing 
for the Aspire Test (an ACT product for elementary students); 
students in grades 8-10 will take the Pre-ACT; and all 11th 
graders will take the ACT – all on the same day/week in 
March. And finally, thanks to implementation of programs 
within our school management software, we have the ability to 
electronically track our students’ achievement on those tests, 
both individually and by grade. Why is this so important? We 
will be able to follow not just individuals but groups of students, 
looking for correctable weaknesses in curriculum and other 
factors that affect achievement. We will not only be able to say, 
for instance, that we note a weakness in fraction skills in fifth 
grade, but we will be able to use data to see exactly where that 
weakness originated, determine if it was a curricular oversight 
or if students simply did not master a skill. We will know exactly 
where to make adjustments, as well as knowing what skills 
the group as a whole may need remediated. In the past, an 
analysis like this would have taken us weeks or months – now 
it can be done by running a simple report and giving that data 
to curriculum leaders and teachers.

Hopefully, you have noticed a few important changes with 
the physical plant. The parking lot in front of the gym was 
resurfaced in late December and the accompanying changes 
to fencing and other landscaping have made that 70-plus year 
old building look much better. As one of our long-time pastors 
recently remarked, that one project alone makes the school 
look refreshed. The sound system in the gym is just about 
complete, providing us not only with stadium quality sound but 
a large video screen where we can finally hold programs for our 
student body.

We are moving forward with our other capital construction 
projects, including the roof and fieldhouse improvements and 

an exploratory committee has been formed to look into the 
construction of a second gym on campus to better facilitate 
practice time for our elementary and high school athletes.

While academics, athletics and extracurricular achievements 
seem to get the most notice, our religious and social programs 
at school continue to involve our students as we work toward 
the goal of providing a moral and social framework our students 
will bring with them into adulthood. We celebrated mass with 
Bishop Deshotel on March 4. Over half of our senior class had 
the opportunity to travel to Washington, DC for the annual right 
to life march and were within 50 yards of President Trump as 
he spoke at the national rally. We will be expanding our campus 
ministry program to the 8th grade next year which will not only 
provide leadership opportunities for those students but grade-
level appropriate retreats and programs for K-5th grade.

Tackling social issues has also become a focus. Working to 
combat vaping by our students has been a priority including 
nicotine testing for students as well as providing speakers 
for both parents and students. Social media use and abuse is 
another focus because students don’t always realize that what 
you say out there in social media land NEVER goes away.

For the third year in a row, there will be no tuition increase, and 
we will again work towards balancing rising costs in utilities, 
technology, social security and insurance premiums, and other 
big ticket items by cutting nonessential items. Last year we 
cut over $150,000 from our budget, and we expect to do the 
same this year without impacting the educational programs our 
students rely on.

We welcome your support of our mission, “to Know, Love, and 
Serve God” and thank you for your support.

Mrs. Marty Heintz
OCS Principal

OPELOUSAS • EUNICE • PORT BARRE • LAFAYETTE
SCOTT • CARENCRO • MEMBER F.D.I.C.



PRAYERS and PROGRESS!
Yes, lots of prayer and persistence has brought much progress over the last year.

Our “BiblioTECH Center” is now open. This 21st century site has new flooring, 
lighting, furnishings, computers, 75-inch Activ Panel, Lego wall for the little Vikes, 
and a 70-inch Digital Bulletin Board right outside in the hallway.  Thank you to our 
2018-2019 Angel Appeal donors, 2019 Dinner/Auction and Alumni Softball Tourney 
supporters along with funds lovingly left to us by the late Msgr. Louis Melancon. 

Staff, students, parents and visitors are enjoying a new parking lot in front of the 
school gym! During the Christmas break, the old lot was broken up and the concrete 
was poured for the new one and ready in time for the return of students and staff. In 
addition, some drainage issues were addressed and corrected. 

Thanks to a very generous donor, DW Enterprises, and all of the “angels” giving 
through our 2019-2020 Angel Appeal Drive, a new sound system is being completed 
in our gymnasium. Not only athletic events but school programs including drama 
productions will be enjoyed and heard with this new system.

We were blessed with many supporters of the elementary department’s #1 
Fundraising Cookie Dough Sales in the fall. Due to its success, several elementary 
classrooms are now equipped with NEW interactive touch display boards for 
daily classroom instruction! And our preschoolers are enjoying NEW playground 
equipment!

ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE 
The process of enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year has been running 
smoothly since February 10. New families are reminded to complete the 
online application for admission at www.OCSvikings.com. There simply click 
on Admission under the Parent Resources tab for the online application.

With questions, contact Mrs. Joanne Briley, Registrar, at 337-942-5404 ext. 
109 or email brileyj@ocsvikings.com. Remember … we are a SMALL school 
with BIG opportunities!

CONFIDENCE Theme 
“Confidence” has been the theme for the 2019-2020 school year.  Opelousas 
Catholic has confidence:

•	 that its students are given every opportunity to practice their faith
•	 that its students are prepared academically for every challenge
•	 that its coaching staff and activity sponsors are incorporating 

Catholic values into competition
•	 that OC’s financial future is secure and stable.

A “JUMP START” into COLLEGE 
Upon high school graduation, can you imagine admission into your university 
of choice as a college sophomore? This has been reality for several 2019 
Opelousas Catholic School graduates due to the school’s flourishing Dual 
Enrollment program! 

In fact, a group of 23 graduates in this recent class of 52 gathered a total of 
408 hours of college credit through participation in this program at OCS. What 
a great advantage to “jump start” their college courses and bring them ever 
closer to their lifetime career! 

With curriculum revitalization, academics have soared at OCS. College 
prep and life skills along with an amplified ACT prep program and fervent 
instruction in core courses and electives have led to enhanced results. All 
of this in addition to the Dual Enrollment program continues to widen the 
scope of benefits. Over two-thirds of the 2019 class qualified for Louisiana 
TOPS through outstanding academics and ACT composite scores topping both 
the state and national averages! With a relatively small class of 52 seniors, 
this group managed to accrue TOPS and scholarship awards of approximately 
$1.6 million.

At the end of last year, Principal Marty Heintz featured the developing trend 
by recognizing ninth and tenth grade students who took the Pre-ACT test and 
met ACT criteria, affording them the Pre-ACT College Readiness Awards. The 
school took pride in 28 students within that group who scored a 25 or higher 
in individual Pre-ACT test areas. As a group, they scored above state norms on 
ALL parts of the Pre-ACT as did the eleventh graders on the ACT.  

The administration, staff and board of pastors assure continued high standards 
for student achievement in a Christ-centered family environment. Opelousas 
Catholic School is looking to the future with great confidence!

Students with Mrs. Alissa Doucet have been enjoying the new interactive touch display boards.

Added APPRECIATION
Thank you to Mrs. Marty Heintz, OC principal, for her loving gift of a very nice bench 
in memory of our beloved Msgr. Louis Melancon for our chapel hallway.

We are grateful to our teachers and others who made our elementary Christmas play, 
“The Christmas Story”, a beautiful one! And we appreciate being able to hold it in St. 
Landry Catholic Church … thank you Msgr. Harrington!

Our teachers came through again in organizing some awesome activities for Catholic 
Schools Week in late January … thank you!

Alumni, parents, family and friends are encouraged to continue sending OC the 
labels from Community Coffee and box tops from General Mills goods. In 2019, 
OC received $1,120.00 from these programs. Thanks also to those who bring their 
recyclables to the St. Landry Recycling Center, applying it to OC’s account. 

BRIEFS 
“New” and awesome faculty members welcomed to the OC staff this school year:  

•	 Alissa Doucet joined our upper elementary staff, teaching fourth grade.
•	 OC alumnus Will Pitre (2010) teaches high school social studies and is 

the Head Softball Coach!
•	 Carmen St. Cyr, OC parent and PTO officer, has taken on the task of 

elementary physical education coach. 

Concerning the GM Box Tops Program mentioned above, General Mills is going 
digital and has introduced a new app to allow people to scan their receipts instead 
of clipping the box top off of the product. You may now see the new logo on products 
(as shown), and you have 14 days from time of 
purchase to scan/submit the receipt which will 
automatically give 10 cents to your school of 
choice … OC! The app can be downloaded via 
links on the General Mills Box Tops for Education 
website. This will make it easier for our supporters 
in other parts of the state or country to participate 
and help us. Thank you in advance! 



To know, love and serve … 
Knowing and Loving our God

The OC Religion Department consists of very qualified and compassionate 
teachers who “walk the walk” in not only giving religious instruction but 
being solid Catholic role models for the student body. Various programs 
and charitable opportunities are set up for them to give of themselves 
and feel the Holy Spirit working in their lives. 

As a school family, weekly masses are attended; and students participate 
in various ways, including song. They especially love to sing the theme 
song “Confidence” by Sanctus Real at the end of the masses along with 
their treasured Opelousas Catholic alma mater. In addition, class retreats 
are enjoyed and assisted by our senior ministry team.

When our seniors attended the National Right-to-Life March in 
Washington, DC, other students stood for life in local marches.  And on 
campus, a day of continuous prayer with Pro-Life Rosary was held in the 
school’s Prayer Garden. How special it was to have classes coming in 
one after the other to pray for the intercession of our Mother Mary. 

During Catholic Schools Week, elementary students enjoyed “music 
ministry” time, and later in the week, the entire school participated in 
a “Walking Rosary” around the campus following behind the Blessed 
Sacrament and praying for our public servants and our military members.  
It was beautiful!

Yes, Opelousas Catholic is trying to instill knowledge and love of God to 
help our young people make their way to Heaven!

SERVICE Above Self!

Seniors and freshmen worked together for the annual “Service Day” 
where they put service into action for people and places such as the 
Michel Prudhomme Home, Vieux Village, Prompt Succor Nursing Facility, 
The Refinery for Men, Hope for Opelousas, and ARC as well as helping 
on the OC campus. What a refreshing time to help others and better the 
community!

OC collected new books to donate to the “Loving Liam Book Drive” 
in November. Liam Williamson, local 3-year-old, received a life-saving 
liver transplant at Ochsner Medical Center in New Orleans over one year 
ago. So Liam and family wanted to give books to Ochsner’s “Child Life 
Program” for the young patients in their hospital. OC generosity helped 
in this effort with book blessings! 

During the holidays, the High School Senate led a drive to collect new 
and gently used blankets, coats and gloves for the St. Landry United 
Way to help those in need to stay warm.

The Junior Beta Club held their annual Toy Drive, collecting new toys 
to send to the Catholic Daughters at St. Landry Church to distribute to 
children in the area who would not otherwise receive gifts for Christmas. 

Our new “Cathletes” group on campus spearheaded the Food for 
Families/Food Net Food Drive and gathered hundreds of canned goods, 
boxed pasta mixes, and other food staples to benefit our local foodbanks.

During Catholic Schools Week, a “baby shower” kicked off the week 
when students brought in baby products, such as diapers, baby 
wipes, pacifiers, diaper bags and more, all to benefit the Desormeaux 
Foundation, local nonprofit dedicated to defending human life, born and 
unborn.

Besides this special day, students have opportunities to put others ahead 
of themselves. They participate in Blood Drives during the year at OC 
and make regular trips to nearby Prompt Succor Nursing Facility to 
visit the residents and play Bingo with the elderly to their delight!

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to 
give his life as ransom for many.      
      Mark 10:45

Seniors Adam Dupre and Noah LaBruyere completed some 
landscape work as a service to the Michel Prudhomme Home.

Such a touching sight to see our entire student body in 
procession reciting the rosary behind the Blessed Sacrament held 
by Father Matthew Higginbotham!  As part of Catholic Schools 
Week,their “Walking Rosary” was focused on our nation, public 

servants and military.

Students meeting the age requirement like junior Lily Miller 
along with OC staff and visiting family members have helped 

our blood drives throughout the year. 

Following our mission...



Third Annual ACADEMIC PEP RALLY
Being held in October, the theme for our Academic Pep Rally was perfect … 
“Good Grades are Boo-tiful!” … for over 200 worthy students celebrating 
academic achievements. Many faculty and staff got into the action, too, with 
a faculty Monster Mash dance and skits.  

At various times during the spirited pep rally, the Prize Patrol came out with 
special throws to everyone’s delight. Drawings were held for exceptional 
prizes including a Nintendo Switch, 32” TV, Power Beats wireless headphones, 
lots of gift cards and more! In fact, over $5,000 in prizes were given away 
thanks to our many generous donors! What a colossal afternoon with plenty 
of music and sound effects to acknowledge our diligent students and to 
encourage others to work a little harder! 

FOUNDERS’ DAY Celebration
A beautiful mass celebrated by our Chancellor Msgr. Russell Harrington 
welcomed some of the Marianites of Holy Cross in attendance. Their order 
founded the Academy of the Immaculate Conception over 160 years ago. The 
Sisters of the Holy Family were also named in appreciation of their founding 
of Holy Ghost School, and the Christian Brothers were recognized for their 
influence and guidance. As a special remembrance, Mrs. Heintz introduced 
a plaque in honor of the late Msgr. Louis Melancon which is placed outside 
our school chapel in honor of the years he lovingly ministered to Opelousas 
Catholic. 

In the afternoon, an awesome “Praise and Worship” concert was enjoyed by 
students from elementary through high school gathering together in song 
and prayer. 

We thank the Marianites of Holy Cross, Sisters of the Holy Family, the Christian 
Brothers and all others who made meaningful contributions to bring Catholic 
education to Opelousas. How blessed we are!

ADVANCEMENT Bulletin   
Whether the Advancement Director, the school secretary, an OC teacher, 
parent, student or alumnus, advancement is truly part of our mission!  
We all play a crucial role in promoting OC … so please do your part 
in spreading our “good news”!  A good start would be to share this 
informative newsletter with a friend who may be considering OC for their 
child’s education. Take every opportunity to give testimonies to others in 
our community about the positives of this school!  

We keep very busy in the Advancement Office, working closely with the 
Angel Appeal Drive, alumni and Homecoming activities, publications and 
advertisements, Grandparents’ Day; and our OC Facebook page where 
we make every effort to promote the great happenings at Opelousas 
Catholic day in and out. If you have not yet checked out our Facebook 
page, please do so to learn more about the day-to-day life on the OC 
campus … and feel free to share our posts. We are now looking at 
expanding our social media efforts to draw together a larger circle of 
people. In addition, Advancement has directed our annual Dinner and 
Auction event in February and added some spice this year with the band 
“Hotline”, and it was a hit!

Future plans still include a Brick Campaign where you will be able to 
purchase a personalized brick to place in a designated area on our 
campus. More details will be coming once finalized. 
 
Our summer edition of the SAGA will include the special honorees of the 
year along with the spring and end-of-the-year programs. All alumni and 
friends are encouraged to contact me in the Advancement Office with 
information for future issues by emailing hebertk@ocsvikings.com. 

Let us keep Catholic education in our prayers … remembering what sets 
us apart!   
 

Kathy Hebert
Director of Advancement

TECH “BITS and BYTES”  
In response to Microsoft’s decision to no longer support the operating 
system of Windows 7, we have been working since November to get 
over 80 computers updated to Windows 10 Professional. We are looking 
to replace the older 32 bit machines with new ones in the near future.

The new BiblioTECH Center is up and running. The students and teachers 
enjoy coming in and using the facility. Elementary and junior high 
teachers have been bringing in classes to check out books and engage in 
the activities. Mrs. Karen LaFleur has done a great job coordinating these 
groups. The high school law class recently held a Mock Trial in this media 
center. We express special thanks to all who worked so hard and donated 
time and money to make this a reality for our students for years to come. 

Chromebook use has increased greatly this year with grant chromebooks 
making it necessary to complete these projects. In fact, we have over 450 
chromebooks in use on campus. Plans are being formulated to upgrade 
our servers to larger drives and provide a more robust wireless network 
to elementary and high school.

Looking for a way to help OCS? Bring your used ink and toner cartridges 
and old cell phones to us. We recycle them and get cash back or discounts 
on office supplies, generally earning over $500 each year through this 
process. You can also earn significant state tax credits by purchasing 
new computer equipment for Opelousas Catholic. Call me (337-942-
5404, ext 102) for more information.

Thank you to our parents who trust us with your children. We take our 
responsibility seriously and are working towards producing good digital 
citizens. 

Beth G. Hebert
Director of Technology

This “Praise and Worship” concert saw students, young and older, feeling the love of Christ in 
their hearts as they sang along with James and Kristyn Opdenhoff, music ministers of St. Pius 

Catholic Church in Lafayette. It was awesome!

337-942-5712
Laf. Line 337-234-5002

Fax 337-942-6332

Printing
Office Supplies
& Furniture
Letterheads
Business Cards
Envelopes
Brochures
Books
Specializing in
4-Color Process
123 S. Main St.
Opelousas, LA 70570



   V IK ING PR IDE
The new club on campus, “Cathletes”, is comprised of student athletes where 
living their Catholic faith at home, in school, in the community and on the field 
of competition is reinforced.  

In the OC School Science Fair, it was Jacob Goulas taking top honors with 
his project in the Plant Sciences category! Then in the PARISH competition, 
Jacob Goulas again took first place while the team of Alexis Lafleur and Whitney 
Higginbotham placed first in the Behavioral and Social Sciences division. The 
team of Joshua Deville, Tyler Villemarette, Wyatt Provost won third place honors 
in the Material & Science division.

In the OC School Social Studies Fair, the FIRST place and OVERALL winner 
was the team of John Michael Jarrell and Carter Zerangue with their Geography 
project on whooping cranes.

In the preschool/elementary’s efforts in the #1 Fundraising Drive with Cookie 
Dough Products, it was preschooler, Riley Landry, who sold over 100 items and 
brought in over $1,700 in sales.  Amazing job!

John Paul Braham, OC junior, in his personal time since the summer, has been 
working on his pilot’s license and completed his first cross country SOLO flight 
in early January, flying the plane from New Iberia to Alexandria and then to Baton 
Rouge and back to New Iberia. Way to go, John Paul!  

Mrs. Pitre’s Art II students have continued to use their talent to help the 
community, completing family crests for the St. Landry Catholic Church 
Cemetery Tours and then creating painted game boards for use at the “Rocking 
on the River” benefit for OC alumnus Troy Whipp (1985) and his family. 

Seniors and chaperones made the trip to Washington, DC in January to stand up for LIFE in the 
National Pro-Life March and had the opportunity to witness history as they had a perfect location 

in front of the stage listening to President Trump addressing the thousands in attendance!

What an honor it was for OC to be featured on the KATC TV 3’s “Good Morning Acadiana” program 
during Catholic Schools Week! With lots of enthusiasm, our student body and staff bravely showed up at 
5:30 AM in the gym and impressed TV anchor Dave Baker with OC’s outstanding spirit and conduct. 

Pictured is senior Jackson Wallace being interviewed about the Drama Club activities. 

VIKINGS of the MONTH
Students in grades 5 (elementary); 8 (junior high); and 12 (high school) were 
selected as “Vikings of the Month” for their remarkable qualities/academics.  
August:  Molly Vazquez & Ben Minyard, 5th
  Mary Katherine Trahan & Mark Collins, 8th
  Katie Wagley & Noah LaBruyere, 12th
September: Jordan White & Zane Fontenot, 5th
  Lexie Pike & Joshua Lafleur, 8th
  Lora Charles & Donovan Green & Colin Lauret, 12th
October:  Ainsley Reed & Luke Reed, 5th
  Ciara Melancon & Chase Fontenot, 8th
  Mary Collins & Adam Dupre, 12th 
November: Ali Woodburn & Cohen Castania, 5th
  Kaydence Faul & Beckett Boyd, 8th
  Amy Claire Miller & Jon Ross Miller, 12th
December: Alice Meche & Colin Vidrine, 5th
  Lauren St. Cyr & Christian Lee, 8th
  Morgan Nicholas & Cameron Gauthier, 12th 

•	 Vikings of the Month (Jan-May) to come in the summer newsletter.

Our exceptional preschool staff initiated a gardening program in the fall with generous help 
from parents. The little ones helped to prepare their garden boxes for growth and have planted 

marigolds for our Mother Mary and have been anxious to see how their beans, tomatoes, 
lettuce, and peppers will grow in the boxes cultivated for each class.

ELEMENTARY SNAPS!

Our elementary children always look forward to the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, patron 
saint of animals, when parents bring pets for the “Blessing of the Animals”. First grader

Harper McCauley was thrilled to have his pup there!

Elementary teachers had games and activities set up in the gym for the children to celebrate the 
“100th Day of School”. From sack races to hula hoops and more, it was loads of fun!



COLLEGE BOUND for BASEBALL 
Senior baseball pitcher and second baseman, Cameron 
Gauthier, signed with Southeastern Louisiana University in 
Hammond to play college baseball as a Lion!

Another baseball team member, Gage Bihm, signed a letter 
of intent to play baseball at Hinds Community College in 
Mississippi. He has been playing first base and pitcher for 
the Vikings.  

ON THE SPORTS SIDE
Football
It was an impressive season for our District Runner-Up Vikings! 
After a 9-1 regular season, they fought through the quarterfinals 
before their year ended in a muddy battle with Catholic High-
Pointe Coupee. A season highlight included the capture of the 
Vikings first Yam City Bowl Trophy, defeating crosstown opponent 
Opelousas High Tigers 34-0 which marked the first time in 65 
years that the two city teams competed in a regular-season 
football game!

Kudos to the following team members …
Donovan Green:  Parish Defensive MVP; All-Acadiana; 1A All State; Academic All 
State
Keon Coleman:  Parish Offensive Co-MVP; 1A All State

•	 Keon was named Daily Advertiser’s “Male Athlete of the Week” after his 
performance in the first round of the playoffs, scoring 5 TDs. For the 
season, he had over 1000 receiving yards from his quarterback Jesse Roy 
and 22 total touchdowns! 

Jesse Roy:  Parish Offensive Co-MVP; Academic All State
Adam Dupre:  Academic All State
Xavier Jackson:  Academic All State

Cross Country
The boys’ team captured 2nd place in District with Jaren St. Clair 
and Carter Zerangue being named to the All-District Team. 

Soccer
The boys’ soccer team had a great season, being in the top 11 of 
42 teams all season in Division IV. They went all the way to the 
second round of the playoffs.  The Lady Vikings also had a great 
soccer year but came just short of the playoffs. 

Basketball
The girls’ team had a very good year with a 17-10 record, having lost two starters 
early in the season.
It has been another great run for the boys’ team, entering the 
playoffs as the #3 seed in the state before a heartbreaking last-
second loss in the quarterfinals. Individually, Keon Coleman 
and Ronal Patin are commended for reaching the “1000 point 
club”!
   

•	 Good luck to the varsity spring sports including 
baseball, softball, track and field, tennis, and golf!

Junior High CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to the Vikings’ 7th-8th grade football team for making it to the 
“Crawfish Bowl” this fall and capturing the “championship”!  The 5th-6th graders 
also made it to the “Crawfish Bowl” and now hold the title of “runner-up”.  We are 
proud of our young Vikings and coaches!

ATHLETIC COUNCIL EVENTS 
The Cash Raffle (former gun/cash raffle) for 2020 is underway with tickets selling 
for $50. Each Saturday using the Louisiana Lottery Pick 3, there are 52 chances to 
win during the year! For tickets, contact Chairperson Robert Roy (1976) at 337-523-
4224. 

A big Athletic Council event coming up is the “Lip Sync Battle” fundraiser on April 24 
at the Delta Grand.  Get your tickets soon by emailing Jennifer Duhon, Chairperson, 
at jendrd@hotmail.com. 

Fifth grader Cohen Castania, “Football Captain for a Day”, was carried in to the pep rally on the 
shoulders of the Viking players, stayed with the team, gave captain comments, and participated 

in the pep rally skits. For the game, he ran out onto the field with the team, walked out with the 
other captains for the coin toss and helped on the sideline. A day he will never forget!

OC Auction 2019 Brings OPPORTUNITIES! 
The Advancement Office’s “Roaring into the 20s with Confidence” Dinner, Auction 
and Music event last February brought big smiles to some youngsters due to their 
parents’ winning bids on three “once in a lifetime” opportunities for their children … 
Football Captain for a Day; Varsity Cheerleader for a Day; and Vikette Dance Team 
Member for a Day!

Most girls dream to be “Cheerleader for a Day”!  Adeline Vidrine, third grader, lived that dream 
and had the time of her life cheering with the varsity squad at the pep rally and the game in her 

very own cheer uniform!

Olivia Hatfield, second grader, must have been on “cloud nine” as she danced her heart out with 
the Vikette Dance Team as “Vikette for a Day”! She performed her routine with the team during 

the pep rally and at the half-time program of the game.



Mrs. Rose Lalonde received the Proclamation as Grand Marshal during the Coronation 
program in the gym surrounded by her daughters, Cassie Lalonde Lejeune (1988), and

Angela Lalonde Duos (1987).

HOMECOMING SCRAPBOOK...

It cannot be 50 years since their senior year at AIC! Stephanie Dupuis Morris, Homecoming 
Maid, and Al Martin, Wildcat Captain from 1969-70, were driven in the parade by 

Stephanie’s husband Mike Morris (1972).

They enjoyed their ride in “jeep-style” to celebrate 10 years since their senior year.
Viking captains Chandler Cart and David Jarrell had lots of fun in the parade

with Queen Nicole Barry!

Enjoying the Coronation program were these alumni honorees, Marie Gardiner Lalonde 
(1980) with Todd Castille and Kayla Giron-Baker (1990). 

The junior high football team trailer was loaded down with these eager Viking team members!

Marie Gardiner Lalonde and Francis Thibodeaux, Queen and Co-Captain from 1979-80, 
were ready to roll and savor this special time in the parade.



Introduced in a special pre-game presentation before the game were 20-year alumni honorees 
from 1999-2000. Queen Robyn Deranger Daugherty was escorted by

team captains Rob Roy and Jonathan Fisher.

Several members from the class of 1980 attended the game and gathered together for a group 
picture celebrating 40 years since graduation!

Last year’s honorees from the class of 2019 led the way during the half-time introduction of 
the court. Viking team members Remy Bergeron and Zach Mengarelli escorted Queen Morgan 
Charles. Remy is now a Biology Pre-Med major at Northwestern State University with plans 
to go to dental school; Morgan is at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette working on a degree 
in Speech Pathology while Zach is enrolled at Delgado Community College in New Orleans 

where he is a member of the baseball team.

A few members of the AIC class of 1970 enjoyed each other’s company while watching the 
Vikings on their way to a big win over North Central. 

Maid Shannon Bihm Miller and Queen Kayla Giron-Baker from the 1989-90 Court did 
some reminiscing at the stadium.  Shannon is actually the mother of twins Jon Ross and

Amy Claire who are OC seniors!

Several alumni from the class of 2000 visited during the game, catching up on the last 20 years 
since their graduation. 



Entertaining themselves with the Viking props at the stadium was this mother-daughter team 
of Haley Devillier Emonet (1996) and Ava Emonet, OC sixth grade. 

These beautiful young ladies were selected for the 2019 Homecoming Court,
posing for a group picture during the game.

Neil Lalonde (1994) proudly escorted his mother, Mrs. Rose Lalonde, who served as the
Grand Marshal of the parade and was recognized again in the pre-game presentation.

Neil completed Forest Management at LSU and is now the Project Leader for
Southeast Louisiana National Wildlife Refuges.

HOMECOMING THANKS
For our 2019 Homecoming celebration, the Catholic Schools of Opelousas 
Alumni Association board members appreciate the supporters providing the 
nice give-away prizes used in the alumni drawing at the Alumni Welcome 
tent!   
  

Bach Prados (1990)
Steamboat Warehouse Restaurant (Jason Huguet, 1994)
Zea Rotisserie & Grill
Dr. Jason Trahan (2002) & Southern ENT
Hebert’s Boudin & Cracklins (Alyce  Hebert, 1993)
Mais La Monique (Dana Carlin Stanford, 2002)
Small Cakes (Shea Lavergne Saucier, 2000)
Tony Chachere’s
Pizza Shack
Carl’s Thrifty Way Gift Shop
Jimmy John’s Sandwiches
OC Spirit Shop 

All gifts were blessings, and the lucky winners were thrilled!

HOMECOMING 2020 is set!
Mark your calendars for 

Friday, October 23, 2020
in Donald Gardner Stadium!

Special recognition for the classes of 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001, and 2011

The class of 2000 had a great turnout for their “reunion party” held on Homecoming weekend 
at the Steamboat Warehouse Restaurant in Washington, La. Lots of friendships were renewed!



FLASHBACK!

This group of former special needs students celebrated a reunion in the
OC BiblioTECH Center where they got reacquainted. 

A few “flashbacks” or “blasts from the past” announced during the 
Homecoming game this fall …

It was only 10 years ago (2009-2010) when:
•	 Homecoming Court Maids were Emily Labbe and Emma Harman
•	 Seniors voted as “Most Compassionate” were Jason Howard and Megan 

Castille and “Most Likely to Succeed” were Trey Schwartzenburg and 
Laura Gerace

•	 Cheerleaders were led by Emily Labbe, captain; and Nicole Barry, co-
captain

•	 Nicole Barry broke a school record in pole vaulting and placed 3rd in 
State

Remember 20 years ago (1999-2000) when:
•	 Senior leaders included Melanie Montgomery, Student Body President; 

Nicole Dupuis, Senate President; and Robyn Deranger, Senior Class 
President

•	 Voted on by the class were Meghan Sebastien and Jonathan Fisher, 
“Most Popular”; Melanie Montgomery and John Olivier, “Most Likely to 
Succeed”

•	 Boys’ basketball won the District Championship, baseball made it all 
the way to the state quarterfinals, and Eric Faul and Kristine Urban were 
“Viking and Lady Viking of the Year”

•	 Meghan Sebastien was named Prom Queen and Jonathan Boyd Prom 
King 

Flashback to 30 years ago (1989-1990) when:
•	 There were three Maids of Honor on the Homecoming Court – Shannon 

Bihm, Nicole Guidroz and Marsha Guillory 
•	 Four senior Vikings were given All-State football honors – Ferdinand 

Thierry, Ashton Provost, Thane Gauthier, and Matt Zerangue 
•	 Student leaders in the senior class were Thane Gauthier, Student Body 

President; and Shannon Bihm, Todd Castille, J.B. Hargroder and Monica 
LeDee as Senior Senators

•	 Seniors voted Nichole Doucet as “Prettiest” in the class and Ray Dupre 
as “Most Handsome” … and today they are husband and wife

Going back 40 years (1979-1980) when:
•	 The Viking football team had an 8 and 1 record, advancing all the way 

to Regionals … and they were rooted on by the cheerleaders led by 
captain Sherri Pitre and co-captain Jill Christ

•	 Mark Posner graduated valedictorian; Morgan Lorio, salutatorian; 
followed by Kyle Farrar and Karen Dartez while Joe Durio served as 
president of the senior class

•	 Ashton Provost, football captain with co-captains Joey Kovach and 
Francis Thibodeaux led the team to the first round of the playoffs

•	 At their Prom, it was Joey Kovach and Kathy Cortez crowned as “Prom 
King and Queen”

A golden flashback to 50 years ago (1969-1970) when:
•	 The Wildcats shut out Buckeye in the Homecoming game 33-0!  Captain 

Al Martin was honored as both school and state MVP for the season
•	 AIC Homecoming Court:  Beth Roy, Queen; Stephanie Dupuis, Maid of 

Honor; and court members Anna Marks, Elaine Dunbar, Cathy D’Avy, Val 
Bordelon, Sue Kennedy, Debbie Harmon, Diane Doucet, Janice Dupre, 
Sarah Nicholson, Becky Faul, and Pat Pollingue

•	 In their class of 67 graduates, Joan Plattsmier and Brent Prather finished 
as valedictorians followed closely by salutatorians Pat Pollingue and Riki 
DeJean

•	 The baseball team earned the STATE championship title for the second 
year in a row    
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SPECIAL “Alumni Reunion” 
Around the year 2004 under the administration of then principal Perry 
Fontenot, a class of special needs students was formed at Opelousas 
Catholic.  These young “teens” brought so much love to the campus and 
interacted extremely well with the rest of the student body. Through the 
years, their teachers (Ms.  Lorraine, 1978; Ms. Amaryllis, 1987; Ms. Lisa; 
and Ms. Martina) organized so many entertaining and engaging activities for 
them while they were learning day to day. It is hard to believe that it has been 
an average of 10 years since most of them completed the program. Thus, it 
was time to have a “reunion”. 

OC invited them back to be honored during our “Harvest Mass” in November 
and held a reception for them on campus following mass. The invited 
honorees included Lydia Anderson, Kellye Berzas, Kyler Chenier, Dustin 
Dupre, Kyle Dupre, Taylor Dupre, Jade Going, Kadie Miller, Leah Pitre, 
Lindsey Schwartzenburg, Christopher Stephens, and Brook Straub. With lots 
of pictures to review and reminisce, there was laughter abounding at the 
reception.  We thank them for “coming home” and welcome their visits at 
any time! 



A L U M N I  N O T E S
Spotlighted are a few graduates from the classes of 50, 40, 
30, 20, and 10 years ago!

Becky Faul Diesi (1970) earned her degree in Elementary Education from 
USL in Lafayette where she was a feature twirler. She spent her career in 
teaching grades kindergarten through four along with Reading Lab for 35 
years in both private and public schools in the Opelousas area. Becky also 
taught Catechism for over 25 years at Our Lady Queen of Angels Church 
parish. She is a devoted alumna and served as president of the Catholic 
Schools of Opelousas Alumni Association for several years. Becky and her 
husband Deacon Sammy Diesi (AIC 1968) have been married for 48 years 
and have raised two children, Rachel and Chris (1998); and they now enjoy 
two grandchildren. In her spare time, Becky enjoys golf, visiting shut-ins, 
traveling, and being with her family.  

Al Martin (1970) graduated in Civil Engineering from USL in Lafayette and 
has worked as a professional engineer and land surveyor being part-owner 
and principal of PENSCO. He is currently a Senior Advisory Engineer in 
Lafayette. Al and his late wife, Beth Roy Martin, raised three children, and Al 
now enjoys time with their eight grandchildren.

Stephanie Dupuis Morris (1970) received her bachelor’s degree from LSU 
in Health and Physical Education & Wellness. Over the years, she has been 
a gym owner and has helped people as a fitness instructor and personal 
trainer.  Stephanie is the proud mother of three sons and is married to Mike 
Morris (1972). She is now retired and enjoys time with her grandchildren.

Marie Gardiner Lalonde (1980) completed her degree program at USL (now 
the University of Louisiana-Lafayette) and Tulane University.  She holds a 
Business Administration degree with certification in Elementary Education. 
After many years of teaching elementary grades, Marie now enjoys 
retirement.  She and her husband Jay (1978) have one son and live in the 
Lafayette area. 

Francis Thibodeaux (1980) studied Business Management at USL in 
Lafayette where he completed his degree. He has worked in management 
over the years, including the Walmart Distribution Center and Shoney’s. 
Francis lives locally and is the father of seven children and is also proud of 
his 15 grandchildren. 

Marian Mason Wesley (1980) finished the License Practical Nursing 
program through TH Harris Vo-Tech School and is presently working as a 
clinical staff nurse at Lafayette General Health System.  She and her husband 
Tyrone now live in Lafayette and enjoy four grandchildren. They have raised 
three children, two of whom are OC alumni. 

Kayla Giron-Baker (1990) majored in Microbiology and graduated from 
LSU in Baton Rouge. She attended Tulane University School of Medicine 
where she earned her Doctor of Medicine and then completed Internal 
Medicine residency in Maryland. Over the years, she has concentrated on 
Public Health and Administration, worked with a tuberculosis program and 
directed a Human Service Authority dealing with mental health. Kayla and 
her husband live in California where she enjoys raising their daughter.

Todd Castille (1990) known as “TC” studied Business Administration at 
USL in Lafayette and is now employed as Purchasing Manager with Targil 
Seasoning and Butcher Supplies in Opelousas. Todd and his wife Nikki 
(1990) are the parents of three children, two of whom are OC grads. TC stays 
active with his alma mater, working the chains during home football games 
for the past 20 years. 

Bach Prados (1990) completed his studies at Northwestern State University 
in Natchitoches with a major in Graphic Design and a minor in Photography. 
He worked as an Environmental Field Technician at the Naval Air Station in 
Maryland and with the US Navy as a Tactical Information Coordinator on the 
USS Russell at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Bach was later employed with Moody 

Price in Broussard as a Logistics Coordinator and currently as a Commercial 
Claims Manager with Dupre Carrier Godchaux Agency in Opelousas. He has 
expanded his photography portfolio in recent years and is now designing and 
handcrafting frames from reclaimed wood as an alternative to conventional 
framing. Presently, Bach is preparing for the Acadiana Artists Open Studio 
Tour in November 2020. To view his work online, follow this link http://www.
brutherhoodproductions.com 

Robyn Deranger Daugherty, MD (2000) completed her bachelor’s degree in 
Biology at UL-Lafayette, finished medical school at the LSU Health Science 
Center in New Orleans, and then completed residency training in General 
Surgery through LSU and then Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at the 
University of Tennessee. Dr. Robyn is now a Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeon at Weiler Plastic Surgery in Baton Rouge. She and her husband 
Scott are the parents of three young boys.

Austin Doucet (2000) completed the Industrial Electronics program at 
T.H. Harris Vocational Technical School and then worked for 14 years with 
Pathfinder Energy out of Houston. He has been with Spectra Energy in 
Port Barre now for four years. Austin and his wife Alissa (OC elementary 
teacher) reside in Whiteville, Louisiana and are the parents of three boys who 
attend Opelousas Catholic. He enjoys fishing and hunting with his sons and 
coaching their baseball teams.

Jonathan Fisher (2000) graduated from UL-Lafayette with a bachelor’s 
degree in education.  For the last seven years, he has worked with Hope 
for Opelousas, a local non-profit helping inter-city children by focusing on 
education and mentoring. Jonathan is the father of one son Bennett who 
attends Opelousas Catholic. 

Anne Marie Inhern LaFleur (2000) earned her bachelor’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education from the University of Louisiana-Lafayette. Since 
that time, he has been employed by the St. Landry Parish School System 
teaching Pre-K at Grolee Elementary School in Opelousas. Anne now lives in 
Ville Platte with her husband and her two young children. Her five-year-old 
son is in kindergarten at OC while her three-year-old is enrolled for OC’s 
PreK in the fall.

Rob Roy (2000) attended UL-Lafayette and completed his bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration. He is now a Certified Public Accountant and 
partner with the Going Sebastien Fisher and LeBouef firm in Opelousas and 
enjoys membership in the Lafayette Rotary Club.  Rob and his wife and three 
children live in Lafayette. 

Nicole Barry (2010) attended UL-Lafayette where she received her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering and was 
named “Outstanding Graduate” in that department. She served on Student 
Government as a senator and president of the College of Engineering. Nicole 
now works as an instructor in the Mechanical Engineering department at 
UL-Lafayette.

Chandler Cart (2010) completed his studies at the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette where he received his degree in Business Administration. He is 
now employed as a Sales Leader with Gene Fortier’s State Farm Insurance 
in Lafayette.

David Jarrell (2010) majored in Civil Engineering at LSU in Baton Rouge 
where he graduated. He is now working as a civil engineer with Morgan 
Goudeau & Associates in Opelousas with his father William (1976) and 
brother Jacob (2006). David and his wife live in Carencro, La. 

Shelbi Mengarelli Thevenet (2010) attended the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette where she received a bachelor’s degree in General Studies. She 
and her husband are now the proud parents of a beautiful baby girl named 
Gabrielle Lynette, and they live in the Lafayette area. Shelbi currently works 
for 3M/KCI as a medical device sales representative. 



DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE
Opelousas Catholic was pleased to bestow a prestigious honor upon a very devoted 
Catholic and an extremely successful alumnus. The NCEA Distinguished Graduate 
award was presented to Mr. Steven J. Dupuis, Jr. (1973) at the Catholic Schools Week 
mass in St. Landry Catholic Church. 

Stevie has always remembered fondly his days as one of the first Vikings following the 
consolidation of AIC and Holy Ghost into Opelousas Catholic School. He was a four-
year four-sport letterman and Athlete of the Year before signing a football scholarship 
with Nicholls State University.  Today Stevie and his wife Laurie have been married for 
30 years, live in Lafayette, and have raised three chidren. He has had an extremely 
successful career, opening the Aspen Clinic, a professional medical weight loss and 
personal training center over 30 years ago. As president and owner, it has expanded 
to nine locations with 60 employees and ten doctors.

A very faithful Catholic, Stevie has served as a captain at the Lady of the Oak Retreat 
House in Grand Coteau for over 20 years where he also assisted on the Board of 
Directors for six years. He is currently working with a capital campaign committee to 
build an in-patient hospice facility for Hospice of Acadiana. 

Stevie has certainly enjoyed outstanding accomplishments in his lifetime, making a 
positive difference in the community and his Catholic faith.  We are proud to name 
him a “distinguished graduate”!

•	 We will spotlight other Catholic Schools Week honorees (students, teachers 
and supporters of the year) in our summer newsletter. 

ALUMNI SOFTBALL – 10 Years Strong!
Thank you to all of the alumni who participated in the tenth annual Opelousas 
Catholic Alumni Softball Tournament held in September 2019. OC is truly 
grateful to Heidi Fisher Pelloquin (1999), Derek Pelloquin (2002), Travis 
“Cheese” Ledoux (1999) for coordinating the event with assistance and 
guidance of Coach Justin Boyd (1997) and a committee of workers.  

It was held for the first time on the OC baseball field; and in agreeably the 
“hottest” weekend of the year, but was enjoyed by the brave participants! 
For the kids, there was even a KONA Ice truck and Snomobile Snoballs, and 
in a raffle made possible by 30 generous donors, lucky winners went home 
happy! The perfect field groomed by Coach Boyd along with the nearby 
concession stand, restrooms and parking made it convenient and a great 
weekend. The championship game was a battle between the classes of 
2004/06 and 2013 ...  with the title going to 2004/06! This was the fourth 
title for the 2004 group since the tourney began. 

In the Home Run Derby, it was 
Logan Constantine (2014) who 
was declared the winner; and for 
the first time, there was a “Female 
Home Run Derby” taken by Molly 
Fontenot (2013)! 

Check the OC Alumni Softball 
Tournament Facebook page to see 
when the next big tourney will be 
set. 

ALUMNI IN THE MEDIA …
On the University of Louisiana-Lafayette web site, we saw Abbey Warren (2016) 
as the 2019-2020 recipient of their Psychology Department scholarship. She has 
been very active in university organizations and has been working on a research 
project supervised by Dr. Emily Sandoz. Abbey is planning to apply to Clinical 
Psychology Doctoral programs and to pursue a career that will help children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

In our local newspaper, Emily Ortego (2017) and former contestant on TV’s 
American Idol, was featured as one of the guest speakers at the St. Landry 
Parish Youth Blast pep rally held for seventh graders in the Yambilee Building. 

STORK NEWS from OC COUPLE
Baby boy #3 was born to Oliver (2007) and Kaitlin Young 
LeBlanc (2008) on July 11.  Little Porter Lee LeBlanc was 
welcomed by big brothers Reis and Greer. The LeBlanc family 
lives in the Church Point area. Oliver is a Petroleum Landman 
with Platte Energy in Lafayette while Kaitlin works as a Medical 
Coder at Acadiana Computer Systems. 

Steven J. Dupuis, Jr. addressed the OC school community following
the presentation of his award.

The team comprised of alumni from 2004-2006 claimed the
2019 championship and bragging rights!



M E M O R I A L 
PROGRAM
Please consider an Opelousas 
Catholic School memorial gift as 
a meaningful way to memorialize 
departed friends and loved ones. 
Gifts are invested perpetually in 
the OCS Foundation Trust Fund 
to enhance our quality Catholic 
education.

Simply send a gift in any amount 
to the OC Office of Advancement 
at 428 East Prudhomme Street in 
Opelousas, LA 70570.  Indicate: 
(1) name/address of the persons making the gift 
(2) name of the memorialized person
(3) name/address of the family to be sent a lovely memorial card in 
acknowledgment of the gift.

Names of deceased honorees are inscribed in the OCS Memorial Book, 
and they are remembered at all school masses, a beautiful way to 
remember someone special! The list of enrolled loved ones from July 
2019 to July 2020 will be published in the summer newsletter.

A Week in Greece Anyone?
John Braham, OC Campus Minister, is organizing a trip to Greece for June 
2021 with stops and private tours in Athens, Mykonos, and Santorini plus 
an additional three days in Rome. Space is limited for this amazing trip! 
He is offering any interested OC families and friends to contact him by 
email at brahamj@ocsvikings.com.  Imagine watching the setting of the 
sun from the hilltops of Greece’s most famous islands!

2811 South Union, Opelousas, LA 70570
Phone (337) 942-3041   Fax (337) 942-7112

Website: WWW.GOINGCPA.COM

ANGEL APPEAL 2019-2020
For this OC Angel Appeal Drive, Opelousas Catholic is truly grateful to the 
many “angels” who have bestowed blessings upon the children of OC with 
generous gifts and prayers! We appreciate all of the parents, grandparents, 
alumni, faculty, staff, family and friends for providing support thus far. For 
others who have not yet participated, you are reminded that this appeal drive 
continues through May 2020. … so please help us add more names to this 
angelic list before that time.   

OC also thanks those who purchased tickets for the February Dinner and 
Auction event which benefits this appeal. As always, it will enhance the 
Foundation Trust Fund, and this year’s drive will allow the completion of a 
new sound system in the gymnasium along with other technology needs 
throughout the school from elementary through high school grades.   

We remind our generous gift givers that hundreds of companies will match 
their employees’ contributions. Simply obtain the appropriate form from your 
employer, and send it to school with your gift. It will be welcomed!

A final list of donating “angels” will be published in our summer newsletter.

GIVING in MANY WAYS!
After reading this newsletter and witnessing the many wonderful happenings 
at OC, won’t you consider a way to get engaged and give back, to support 
Catholic education at Opelousas Catholic?

Become INVOLVED … join the Alumni Association … help in the organization 
of class reunions
Become CONNECTED … follow the OC Facebook page and the school web 
site and update your profile
Become INFORMED … read school newsletters, publications, OC Facebook 
posts and more
Become SPIRITED … visit The Viking Shop and wear with pride your Viking 
apparel
GIVE BACK … gifts for the Tuition Assistance Fund, Angel Appeal Drive, 
Foundation Trust Fund, Building Fund, Technology Support, Athletic Fund, 
Alumni Association will make a difference!

Did you know that you can leave a legacy with the Planned Giving concept? 
Gifts through a will or estate plan may be completed by anyone. You can 
take care of your loved ones and the children of OC at the same time. Please 
check with your financial advisor, CPA or attorney to find out more.

Your company may have a Matching Gift Program as a way of giving back. 
Please look into it to help us carry out the school’s mission!

OC Needs Your Vote!
Opelousas Catholic is one of the non-profits in the Gulf Coast Bank’s 
Community Rewards Program, an online contest rewarding a total of $75,000 
to the top 10 non-profit organizations voted on by the community during the 
month of March. It is simple … each day through March 31, go to www.
gulfbank.com/vote and cast your vote for OC!  Tell your family and friends to 
do so as well, and let’s bring some funding to our Catholic school. 

OC was voted “2019 Best School” 
in the Daily World reader’s poll … 
1st place seven of the last nine years!



F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N 
( 2 0 1 9  - 2 0 2 0 )

PASTORS:
    Msgr. Russell Harrington, Chancellor
    Msgr. Keith DeRouen
    Rev. Matthew Higginbotham
    Rev. Lambert Lein
    Rev. Gregory Simien
ADMINISTRATORS:
    Marty Heintz, Principal
    Matt Citron, Assistant Principal (PK-5)
    Liz Meche, Assistant Principal (6-12)
DEAN OF STUDENTS:
    Willard Hanks
SCHOOL COUNSELOR:
     Cindy Lafleur
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
    John Braham

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:
     Tommy Tate
TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR:
     Beth G. Hebert (1974)
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT:
     Kathy Hebert
REGISTRAR:
     Joanne Briley

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
    Sharon Ortego, President
    Rhonda Gerace Bergeron (1994)
    Allison Blevins
    Tamara Broussard
    Brad Guidroz    
    Candice Gussman
    Linda Leger Richard (1976)
    Heather Savoie Wallace (1993)
ORGANIZATION LEADERS:
    Parent-Teacher Organization:
         Lindsey Reed, President
    Academic Council:
         Vickie Collins, President
    Athletic Council:
         Steve Guidroz, President (OC 1978)
    Alumni Association
         Blaire S. Emonet (2001) &
         Haley D. Emonet (1996), Co-Presidents

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0
S C H O O L  Y E A R

March 27 .............................................................................................................................................................. Fish Fry by PTO

April 5 ............................................................................................... Passion Play by Senior Class, St. Landry Catholic Church

April 10-17 ............................................................................................................................. Easter break “The Lord is Risen!”

April 24 .........................................................................................................“Lip Sync Battle” by Athletic Council, Delta Grand

May 1 ....................................................................................................................................... “Father-Daughter Dance” by PTO

May 2 ............................................................................................................................................................. Junior-Senior Prom

May 9 ...............................................................................................................................................“Mother-Son Dance” by PTO

May 11 ..........................................................................................................................Athletic Awards Program, OC gym, 6 pm

May 13 ...........................................................................................................Senior Academic Awards Banquet, OC gym, 6 pm

May 15 ............................................................................... Mass and Graduation Ceremony, St. Landry Catholic Church, 6 pm

May 22 ................................................................................................................................ Last day of school year for students

May 31 .....................................................................................................Final day of giving for Angel Appeal 2019-2020 Drive

School Website:  www.OCSvikings.com
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THANK YOU to our five advertising sponsors throughout this newsletter! 
The OC Office of Advancement appreciates your support. 

Others who wish to advertise may call 337-942-5404 ext. 105.
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