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“Guiding our children on their Journey with Jesus”

Destination:  HOME!  
It was heartwarming to be able to bring back our alumni following the COVID 
restrictions which prevented it in the fall of 2020. Extra special at this Homecoming 
was the recognition of the LAST year as the Academy of the Immaculate Conception 
and Holy Ghost School in 1971 and the FIRST year as Opelousas Catholic School in 
1972! And the theme for the celebration was perfect:  “Destination: HOME”.  Yes, 
we hope that all graduates consider OCS home and some of the most memorable 
times of their lives!  

Homecoming week was filled with lots of spirit and daily activities for the current 
Vikings, including “paradise”, “patriotic” and “travel abroad” days! For our alumni, 
it was uplifting to see the 50-year honorees in the parade and at the game along 
with the other classes from 40, 30, 20, and 10 years ago. Steve Guidroz, 1978 
alumnus, led the parade as this year’s Grand Marshal on a big trolley car rocking 
down Union Street, an honor for all that he has done and continues to do for his 
alma mater. Besides his list of contributions to PTO, School Board and the OCS Fair 
in the past, he has been serving as Chairman of the Athletic Council and Purple 
Club which keeps him very busy in his retirement years.  Steve is absolutely a 
lifetime Viking … not just on paper but in his day-to-day actions. He and his wife 
JoAnne (1978 alumna) have raised three children, all OCS alumni, and now adore 
five grandchildren. Such an outstanding family led by a devoted Viking! 

In the Presentation of the Court and Coronation, OCS was happy to crown the 
2021 Queen as Lauren Charles! Presented with roses included Lindsay Charles, 
First Maid; and Kaylee Bergeron and Brailey Major, as Second Maids. What lovely 
royalty!

And the Vikings won BIG in the game with a final score of 55-20! Way to go, team!  

•	 Lots of photos to give a glimpse of Homecoming festivities can be seen 
in this newsletter.

Steve Guidroz served as Grand Marshal of the Homecoming Parade in style!  His 
ride in this beautiful trolley was compliments of Luxury Limo!

Representing the first year for Opelousas Catholic and the last year for AIC and Holy Ghost 
School were Carol Hidalgo, OCS Queen 1972; Dr. Stephen Brisco and Melina Darjean Bellard, 

Holy Ghost Homecoming 1971; and Billy Voitier and June Schwartzenburg Crader, AIC 
Homecoming 1971. Two schools came together to become one!

Girls on Court:  Escorts:
Kaylee Bergeron  Rhett Bergeron
Lauren Charles  Sam Hanks
Lindsay Charles  Landon Pike
Anna Kate Emonet Riley Reed
Ellie Lafleur
Brailey Major
Lydia Martin
Savannah Nezat

2021 Homecoming Court

The Coronation’s big announcement … First Maid Lindsay Charles; Queen Lauren Charles; 
and Second Maids Brailey Major and Kaylee Bergeron

with escorts Riley Reed, Sam Hanks, Rhett Bergeron, and Landon Pike.



Opelousas Catholic School completed the Cognia Accreditation 
process in late February, and we are happy to share the results. It 
was an outstanding team effort and our final score shows it! 
 National 5-year average:  278-283
 OCS score 5 years ago  233
 OCS score this year  342.5
Thank you to all who helped during this reaccreditation journey, 
especially the faculty committees as well as parents, students and 
community friends who sat in for interviews. We go through this 
reaccreditation every five years, and we have made much progress 
since our last review in 2017. 

In case you are not familiar with Cognia, it is an organization that 
oversees the accreditation process. In the past the same company 
was called AdvancED and Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS). Opelousas Catholic has been a fully accredited 
school since 2002. During the process the school’s academic 
program, mission and vision, finances, stakeholder involvement and 
long-range planning in all areas is fully explored.

OCS earned high marks from the Cognia team and was 
commended in the following areas:

•	 OCS has a strong focus on high expectations for students. 
Students are held to high standards both academic and 
social, as they prepare to become tomorrow’s leaders. The 
school’s mission embraces a true sense of dedication to 
cultivating young minds and developing character.

•	 Strong Catholic identity
•	 True sense of mission and strong presence in the community
•	 There is a strong feeling throughout the school community 

to support the school and students by doing whatever 
it takes. The parents, teachers, students, faculty, and 
community partners engage in activities and events 
throughout the school year to promote commitment to 
academic excellence.

•	 Stakeholders involvement in the decision-making process  
•	 High Level of Engagement and Collaboration 
•	 Student / family centered safe learning environment
•	 Committed Leadership Team and Engaged Chancellor
•	 Dedicated faculty and staff
•	 Student resources available to ensure continued student 

success and organizational effectiveness
•	 Student services for social, academic and life skills
•	 Dedicated faculty and school leaders to a mission driven 

learning environment

Recommendations of the committee and our responses are:
•	 Continue to develop, implement, and monitor a 

comprehensive, systematic data analysis process to 
consistently collect, analyze, and apply findings to the 
learning environment and the decision-making process

•	 Our plan -- continue training for teachers in using 
standardized test scores to modify and plan 
instruction based on those scores, allowing for 
more concentrated use of specialized software 
programs (such as Moby Max, Lumos Learning, 
Explore Learning) to provide differentiated learning, 
remediation and enrichment as needed for 
individual students

•	 Streamline current efforts and goals to maximize 
organizational effectiveness

•	 Our plan -- Combine our various improvement 
plans (the school improvement plan, Title I plan, 
Title II plan, Title IV plan into one document and 
adjust the current organizational chart and duties 
of administrators and some teachers

•	 Continue to collect, analyze and communicate longitudinal 
data and communicate that data to parents

•	 Our plan -- provide parents with standardized test 
score reports that include scores from previous 
years in addition to current year standardized test 
scores, allowing parents to see their student’s 
progress

•	 Implement a formal training process for new teachers 
(Mentoring and Coaching)

•	 Our plan -- continue our in-service training for new 
teachers, but assign mentor teachers to work with 
them throughout the school year

•	 Develop a 3-5 Year Strategic Plan aligned to Leadership, 
Student Learning and Resources Domains utilizing the 
Cognia™ Continuous Improvement Journey Program

•	 Our plan -- combine our long-range plans for the 
new gym and other capital improvements with our 
various school improvement plans using the Cognia 
format/software

In conclusion, the review revealed a mission-driven school with a 
passionate purpose. The review team also found strong school pride, 
superb communication between all who learn and labor at the school, 
and formidable leadership. They felt that the faculty and staff are an 
integral part of the school’s success and make a world of difference 
in daily positive outcomes and that the school’s Christian-Catholic 
identity is a solid pillar of their continuous improvement journey. 

The team encouraged Opelousas Catholic School to use these 
recommendations to continue moving forward on its quest for 
academic and spiritual excellence.

Mrs. Marty Heintz, OCS Principal

PRINCIPAL’S        COLUMN

Compliments and gratitude go to Giovanni Lamonte (2017) who is now completing his post 
education at LSU in Baton Rouge!  Giovanni put together an amazing video for promotion 
of Opelousas Catholic School! He is shown here getting footage of Mrs. Heintz making her 
presentation in a classroom.  You can view the video on the school website or Facebook page. 



Staff Adds & Amends
In the last newsletter, we welcomed new teachers to our staff. Since 
then, we have been happy to welcome Ms. Abigail Caffery as our 
new Music Enrichment instructor who is also the Director of Sacred 
Music at St. Landry Catholic Church. In addition, we are grateful to 
Mrs. Lecretia Lemelle who stepped in for a high school mathematics 
position this year!

Additionally, there has been some shifting of faculty positions since 
the Fall. Mrs. Alissa Doucet, former 5th grade teacher, moved over 
to the junior high level; and Mrs. Michelle Hebert, former enrichment 
instructor, then moved to Mrs. Doucet’s position in 5th grade. Mrs. 
Sarah Courville Meche (2002) was hired as permanent substitute 
teacher in elementary and works with elementary enrichment classes.  

An ACT Cert i f ied Faculty!
Faculty members in grades 6-12 participated in an ACT Certified 
Educator course in February. OCS is proud to say that ALL faculty in 
grades 6-12 are now certified, resulting in OCS becoming one of the 
first schools in the area to have this number of certified ACT instructors 
on staff!  

With this basic training, these teachers will be able to integrate 
teaching and testing strategies into their regular classroom instruction. 
This will advance students’ abilities to successfully master the core 
skills needed for college success. 

Besides holding Basic Certification, OCS has five other faculty and staff 
members who also hold Subject Certification. This additional training 
will be open soon for all of the other teachers. 

LIFE SKILLS Class  
New to our curriculum is a “Life Skills” class taught by Principal Marty 
Heintz. High school students have been learning the basic skills of daily 
living. They have studied fluctuating food prices along with the impact 
that distribution problems, the pandemic and others have had in 
causing food prices to rise. In their field trip to the local Super 1 Foods, 
they compared prices of products and tracked them for several weeks. 

Another project included the 
“Stock Market Game” where 
the class split into two teams 
competing with 51 other 
teams across the country. 
And they have done very well 
while learning how global 
events impact stock prices. 

Plus everyone should know 
how to change a tire!  These 
students learned how to do 
that with the assistance of our 
OCS maintenance crew who 
also showed them how to 
check air pressure, oil levels, 
and read gauges. So many 
valuable everyday life lessons 
in this class!

The Life Skills class learned how to change a tire 
with the help of Mr. John Brown of the maintenance 
staff. 

Our theme for the 2021-2022 school year!
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FAREWELL
Opelousas Catholic thanks the following individuals who have given so 
much of their time and talent to the school, most for many years, and 
will be retiring at the end of this school year or not returning to OCS in 
the next.  

 Mrs. Liz Meche, High School Assistant Principal
 Coach Tommy Tate, Athletic Director/football coach
 Coach Willard Hanks, Dean of Students/football coach
 Mrs. Beth G. Hebert (1974), Technology Coordinator
 Mrs. Kathy Hebert, Advancement Director
 Mrs. Donna Dupre, Advancement Office assistant
 Mrs. Marilyn Lavezzorio, Math teacher, Head of Math Dept.
 Mrs. Lecretia Lemelle, Math teacher

Those who will be joining the staff in these positions for 2022-2023 will 
be included in the next newsletter. 

FAC I L I T Y  ADD IT IONS/ IMPROVEMENTS
Facilities have been enhanced over the last months in these areas:

✔ A roof extension was constructed on the elementary side for 
carpool drop off and pick up lanes for special enjoyment on 
rainy days!

✔ A nice covered walkway is now in place for our little Pre-K 
children and again has been especially helpful on rainy days!

✔ The field house has a new metal roof, and the gym has two 
new scoreboards (boards compliments of sponsor Coca-Cola).

✔ And though not a facility upgrade, a “mini bus” has been 
purchased by the school for small group field trips, athletic 
events, etc. 



To Know, Love and SERVE …
The annual “Service Day” in September came with beautiful weather 
for our seniors and freshmen teaming up to provide service to the city 
of Opelousas, Prompt Succor Nursing Facility, Hope for Opelousas, 
and ARC of Acadiana! 

Yet another team traveled down to Houma, La. to deliver goods 
donated through our “Operation Viking Relief” efforts for the victims of 
Hurricane Ida. OCS adopted St. Bernadette Catholic School in Houma, 
bringing needed supplies and gift cards. In thanksgiving for sparing 
the Opelousas community from this storm, it was a great feeling for 
our school family to “love like Jesus”!

Our neighbors to the southeast were grateful! In fact, a beautiful 
letter to OCS and families was received from the Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools in the Houma-Thibodaux Diocese. One line from the 
letter read “We realize that this gift is an expression of your values, 
priorities, and gratitude for God’s blessings.” So uplifting!

Our school families, classes and organizations continue to “love” 
through the year as shown by:

 the 1,000+ toys provided to the Junior Beta Club by OCS 
families for the Opelousas Police Department’s Christmas 
Toy Drive. 

 the many gift bags brought to Prompt Succor Nursing Home 
residents at Christmas by our Pre-K youngsters to bring joy. 
(Instead of exchanging gifts among themselves, our Pre-K 
department chose to share gifts of lotion, socks, color books, 
prayer cards, etc. which was a great lesson in the importance 
of giving rather than receiving!)

 the over 1600 pounds of non-perishable food items collected 
by the OCS “Cathletes” group for our local ICONS food bank!

And as part of Catholic Schools 
Week, items were collected for 
residents of two other nursing 
homes in the area. Lots of 
blankets, socks, stuffed animals, 
toiletries and snacks made them 
smile!  

Donated goods were unloaded by our 
OCS crew to help St. Bernadette’s 

Catholic School in Houma.

These students cleaned the fence around the C’est La Vie area at
Prompt Succor Nursing Facility … service BEFORE self!

Love of LIFE & COUNTRY!
We are PRO-LIFE!
Traditionally, our seniors have taken a memorable trip to Washington, 
DC each year for the “National Right-to-Life March” as they did 
again this year. They met with Louisiana Congressman Mike Johnson 
and Congresswoman Julie Letlow at the Capitol who talked to them 
about measures they are taking to protect the rights of the unborn. 
Other students and parents participated in the Lafayette Festival de 
La Vie where they walked in inclement weather to profess their belief 
in life!  Yet other students, teachers and parents took part in the St. 
Landry Parish Pro-Life Walk from Our Lady Queen of Angels Church 
to the Opelousas Pregnancy Center.  Proud to be Pro-Life!

OCS students stood for LIFE in the St. Landry Parish Pro-Life March!

We are USA!  
Our children have been made aware of the blessings they enjoy by 
being citizens in a free country and how this has been made possible 
by our brave veterans!  The Veteran’s Day Mass this year welcomed 
local vets as special guests in recognition for their service.  After OCS 
Boy Scouts presented the colors, our student musicians Brennan, 
Braydon and Luke along with faculty Abigail Caffery and Cindy 
LaFleur sang patriotic songs like “God Bless America” and “America 
the Beautiful” which touched the hearts of many. Students wearing 
red, white and blue waved their flags in true USA spirit!

Our talented student musicians (Brennan Charles, Braydon Fontenot, and Luke Reed)
directed patriotic songs for the Veteran’s Day Mass. 



SERVANTS for Catholic Education 
DISTINGUISHED Graduate
We have many successful alumni from AIC, Holy Ghost, and Opelousas 
Catholic. This year’s recipient of the prestigious NCEA Distinguished 
Graduate Award is a current OCS parent who has a very impressive 
resume of achievements. This honor went to Mrs. Rhonda Gerace 
Bergeron (1994) at the annual Catholic Schools Week Mass. 

Mrs. Bergeron went on to Our Lady of the Lake College in Baton Rouge for 
her associate degree in Nursing; then on to Northwestern State University 
for her bachelor’s degree; and went further for her Master’s degree 
and became a Family Nurse Practitioner. Holding several certifications 
associated with the nursing field, her practice has led her to being owner 
of Acadiana Practitioners in Port Barre, La. 

Among her numerous professional and personal achievements, she is 
founder and member of the “Dream Team 6”, a nonprofit organization 
assisting local families of children with life-threatening illnesses. At 
Opelousas Catholic, Mrs. Bergeron has served as a member of the 
school’s Advisory Council and is currently its chairperson. She and her 
husband Aaron are parents of six and strong supporters of the school’s 
activities. 

Rhonda Gerace Bergeron (1994), NCEA Distinguished Graduate, was awarded by
Mrs. Marty Heintz, Principal, and Father Neil Pettit, Chancellor.

TEACHERS and SUPPORTER of the YEAR
On the elementary side, Mrs. Charlie O’Chery was selected as the 
2021-2022 honoree in only her second year at Opelousas Catholic! 
She was a Magna Cum Laude graduate in Elementary Education from 
UL-Lafayette and is now pursuing her Master’s degree in Educational 
Leadership from LSU-Shreveport. She taught in both public and 
parochial schools before OCS. Mrs. O’Chery and her husband Daniel 
are the parents of three children, two OCS students with a future Lady 
Viking to come! 

Our high school honoree was Mrs. Kaitlin Deville who is a product of 
Catholic education and went on to LSU to earn her degree in English 
and Secondary Education. After teaching in other areas, she is now in 
her fourth year at OCS where she is head of the English department 
and serves school Masses as a Eucharistic Minister. Mrs. Deville and 
her husband Jordan are the parents of six children, five who now 
attend OCS and their youngest to join them soon. 
Recognized as this year’s Supporter was Mrs. Zenenova Stelly-
Landry for her generous heart in always providing for special needs 
at the school and gifts to brighten the days for faculty and students. 
Mrs. Landry has been a teacher in St. Landry Parish for twenty years 
and is currently stationed at her base school, Port Barre Elementary. 
She also serves OCS on the Advisory Council. Mrs. Landry and her 
husband Jeremy enjoy having one of their sons Riley at OCS. 

Opelousas Catholic salutes these outstanding individuals who love 
and serve like Jesus!

Catholic Schools Week glance! 

It was a fun week of activities for Catholic Schools Week (January 
30-February 1). “Chalking rides with Catholic school pride” kicked the 
week off with car windows painted with special messages to show OCS 
love in the community. Here were a couple of activities:    

•	 For our nation, students wore red, white and blue and were 
treated to patriotic popsicles! Deacon Dwayne Joubert walked 
through the school stopping in each classroom with the 
monstrance for Eucharistic Adoration as the patriotic rosary 
was recited over the p.a. system. How powerful to lift up our 
nation in prayer!

•	 A “Living Saints Museum” in celebration of vocations was held. 
At each station in the gym, a senior dressed as their chosen 
Saint and acting as that real-life Saint told a story about his or 
her life to the visiting students. Well done! 

It was a wonderful week celebrating Catholic education and loving like 
Jesus!

TECH “BITS and BYTES”
Opelousas Catholic has been fortunate over the years to benefit from 
donations to technology from generous donors, Angel Appeal gifts, state 
grants and most recently Title IV, EANS and CARES Act funding. Our 
students in grades 8-12 have Chromebooks in a one-to-one program. 
Grades PreK-1 use Galaxy Tablets, while grades 2-7 have classroom 
carts with Chromebooks for their use. Technology truly touches every 
student.
Also with increased funding, we have been able to update our original 
Promethean Boards to ActivPanels in most classrooms. Our Pre-K and 
religion classrooms will have their boards updated through generosity in 
this year’s Angel Appeal. Thank You!
Our goal is to teach our students how to be responsible digital citizens. 
With so much technology thrust upon them at every corner, we are 
obligated to help them distinguish between helpful tech and damaging 
tech. Our faculty does a wonderful job with this. Students are taught how 
to use the technology in order to be a better digital citizen.
Remember to send us your used toner and ink cartridges for recycling. 
We are able to purchase new ink and toner with the proceeds! Thanks to 
our loyal businesses and families that keep us busy recycling.
I would like to close by saying what a privilege it has been to serve the 
students, parents and staff of Opelousas Catholic School for the last 35+ 
years. As I retire, I know OCS will be in good hands.  

Beth G. Hebert
 Technology Coordinator

With Bishop Deshotel at a Diocesan ceremony were Teachers of the Year, Charlie O’Chery and 
Kaitlin Deville, and Supporter of the Year, Zenenova Stelly-Landry.

Many families and students like Alyssa Meche “chalked their ride” 
in pride during Catholic Schools Week!



VIKING PRIDE

Formed this year was a new group, the JUNIOR AMBASSADORS, 
who have helped with various functions in representing OCS very 
well!  Thank you to Gracie Carriere, McKenzie Chevis, Olivia Clark, 
Olivia Deville, Sabrina Dupre, Dylan Hollier, Jacob Vazquez, Ann-Elyse 
Venable, and Betsy Wallace!

Drama students earned a superior rating at the District Drama 
Rally, placing 2nd in competition with larger schools in Divisions I-IV. 
Congratulations to Cameron Slate, Luke Reed, and Sabrina Dupre 
chosen for the “All-Star Cast” and to Jaren St. Clair named the “Best 
Supporting Actor”!

In the District Literary Rally, 18 of the 24 OCS students who placed 
first and second qualified for State Rally competition at LSU along with 
the Drama students!

It was another amazing Academic Pep Rally! “Good Grades are 
Enchanting” was the theme in spirited Disney attire earlier in the year! 
Over 200 students were recognized for their hard work in the classroom! 
Special thanks to alumnus Stevie Dupuis (1973) and his Aspen Clinic 
for the generous donation helping to make this event possible!

We salute high school boys, Rhett Chautin and Landon Miller, for 
earning the rank of Eagle Scout this spring!

Congratulations to our OC “Students of the Year” Jaren St. Clair, grade 12;
Betsy Vazquez, grade 5; and Bella Blanchard, grade 8!
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Students in grades 5 (elementary); 8 (junior high); and 12 (high school) 
were selected as “Vikings of the Month” for their remarkable qualities/
academics:  
September: Maddie Rose Mouret & Kane Ledoux, grade 5
  Halen Saucier & Chris Jesclard, grade 8
  Ellie Lafleur & Jaren St. Clair, grade 12
October:  Maggie Saucier & Jacob Lane Glynn, grade 5
  Katherine Marcantel & Parker Fontenot, grade 8
  Lydia Martin & Eli Guidroz, grade 12 
November: Betsy Vazquez & Landon Prudhomme, grade 5
  Ellie Savage & Carter Stelly, grade 8
  Brailey Major & Luke Reed, grade 12
December: Emmy Hutchins & Cayden Meche, grade 5
  Emma Ludeau & Luke Minyard, grade 8
  Alyssa Meche & Bryce Bourgeois, grade 12
January:  Lucy Meche & Kaden Toomer, grade 5
  Mary Claire Braham & Rhylan Faul, grade 8
  Sarah Blanchard & Luke Gilley, grade 12 
February: Maire Deville & Elijah Smith, grade 5
  Aubree Carriere & Kross Gillen, grade 8
  Kaylee Bergeron & Riley Reed, grade 12
•	 Vikings for March and April will be reported in the next newsletter.

VIKINGS of the MONTH

These precious preschoolers took part in 
the annual “All Saints Day Mass” with 

other elementary students dressed
as their favorite saints!

ELEMENTARY 
SNAPS!

In a very fun and creative way, first grade teacher Elizabeth Ritter coordinated a trip to 
Israel within her classroom right before Christmas! After being issued their plane tickets and 
currency, students weighed their luggage, mapped a route from Nazareth to Bethlehem and 

applied their knowledge of a compass rose to label different bodies of water in The Holy 
Land. Students were even treated to sweets from The Holy Land and actual souvenirs from 

Bethlehem. They ended the trip with a celebration of the Birth of Jesus!

In the “Trunk or Treat” evening, kids and adults loved the
photo props such as these Dalmatians!



Varsity Football
It was a DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP for this fall’s District 5-A 
Vikings! With a season record of 9-1, they went to the first round 
of the playoffs losing to St. Frederick.   

Nine Vikings were named All-District First Team & five made All-Parish 
First Team!
Chris Brown:  District & Parish Defensive MVP
Cole Lafleur & Chris Brown:  LFCA All-State First Team

Cross Country
The boys’ and girls’ teams did well in the fall. Coach Charisse 
Guidry reports that senior Eli Guidroz qualified for the Top 10 in 
the parish!  

Varsity Soccer
The soccer teams had good seasons in Division IV but no 
playoff action.  

Two boys made All-Parish First Team!
Olivia Boagni: Girls’ Parish Offensive MVP and District Midfield MVP

Varsity Basketball
Both the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams had competitive 
seasons but did not make the playoffs.  

Two boys and one girl made All-District! 
Brailey Major reached the “1000 Point Club” and played with the 
St. Landry All-Stars!

Varsity Softball
The Lady Vikings had an excellent year winning the DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONSHIP with a 17-4 record! Individual and team accolades 
will be coming!

Varsity Baseball
It has been another outstanding season thus far for the Vikings 
who have wrapped up district play in hopes of making it back to 
the state tournament! Tributes for team and individual feats will be 
announced later. 

•	 Other spring sports (track, tennis, and golf) are 
also in progress!  

ON THE SPORTS SIDE

Betsy Vazquez, Cheerleader 
for a Day, cheered with the 
big girls at the outdoor pep 
rally and at the game in 
Donald Gardner Stadium!

Making Dreams Come True
     … by their parents’ bidding at the OCS Dinner & Auction event!

Kylie Riggs, Vikette for a Day, was flawless in her dance with the 
Vikette Dance Team during the pep rally and game!

Ben Hatfield, Honorary Captain for a Day with the Vikings football 
team, was carried out on the shoulders of the Vikings at the pep rally, 
ran out with the team at the game and walked out for the coin toss 
with the other two captains!

Keon Coleman makes History!
Keon Coleman, 2021 alumnus and former Viking star athlete in football 
and basketball, is now playing both sports at Michigan State University! 
As a dual-sport athlete, Keon made history in January during the final 
seconds of the Spartans win over Michigan. He became the first 
athlete to score a touchdown and a basket for an Associated Press 
Top 10 football and basketball team since former Heisman trophy 
winner Charlie Ward in 1992-93!  In November as a receiver, he scored 
Michigan State’s only TD in their loss to Ohio State.  Way to go, Keon!

Varsity Football Home Games for 2022
Plan to come out and support the Vikings at home in Donald 
Gardner Stadium for 7 pm games!
Sept 2  Oak Grove (site TBA)
Sept 23  Southern Lab
Sept 29  Menard
Oct 28  Sacred Heart VP (Homecoming)
Nov 3  St Ed’s

 •	 For Homecoming, plans are to recognize the classes of 
1973, 1983, 1993, 2003 & 2013!

Junior High Athletic News  
Junior high athletics joined a new Catholic Schools League this year giving them 
the opportunity to compete against many different schools across the Diocese of 
Lafayette. OCS welcomes Mrs. Alissa Doucet, faculty member, as the new Junior 
High Athletic Director!

Junior high volleyball began at OCS for the first time! Girls in grades 5-8 had more 
than 50 participants divided up into grade level teams. With their success, it has been 
decided to coordinate a Junior Varsity Volleyball team in 2022-2023 for high school. 
OCS is very excited to continue this growth and success of the volleyball program!

In football, it was another great season for the grades 5/6 team and the 7/8 team! 
The grades 7/8 team fell just short in the championship game, after going into 
overtime. The team from grades 5/6 also finished the season as League Runner-
Ups. As in past years, boys and girls in grades 5-8 participated in basketball and 
baseball/softball with great seasons.

Over 75 OCS student participants in grades Pre-K 4 through 8 enjoy soccer teams 
and also a small group of students in grades 5-8 are participating as a swim team 
this spring. 

Opelousas Catholic thanks all of 
the awesome coaches who are 
volunteers and mostly parents. 
Their time and dedication to the 
children and athletic program 
is truly appreciated as we look 
forward to continued success 
next year.

One of the volleyball teams in their 
inaugural year included these 8th 
grade girls who look forward to 
playing in high school!



Jaime Jarrell Olinde and Jason Trahan prepared for the parade as they represented the 
20-year class from 2002 as Homecoming Maid and Team Member.

Phoebe Carriere Cook, 1991-92 Homecoming Queen, had lots of fun riding in the parade 
bringing back memories of 30 years ago!

For the Coronation program in the gym, Queen Gretchen Soileau took her seat with 
captains Nick Artall, Nick Gobert, and Kane Hebert, all from the 2011 class.

Celebrating the FIRST OC class in 1972 were these ladies led by Queen Carol Hidalgo!

Standing for recognition at the Coronation program were Viking captains Kipp Duplechine 
and Brian Harmon with Queen Emily Trahan Turner of the 2001 class.

Queen Joyce Hidalgo Beaugh and some of her classmates from the 1981 class enjoyed their 
ride in the parade.

Grabbing a special photo together in celebration of 40 years since 1982 … Carolyn Cortez 
Artall, David Mougeot, Arlene Provost Pellerin, Bonnie Herpin Darbonne, and Alan 
Moore!

Visiting during the game were these alumni from the 2012 class reminiscing 10 years!

HOMECOMING SCRAPBOOK



Paul Bergeron of the Vikings team of 1990-1991 escorted Queen Kim Venable Thompson 
for the pre-game presentation.

In the stadium celebrating 50 years was this group of 1971 graduates from Holy Ghost 
Catholic School as the last class from Holy Ghost before becoming Opelousas Catholic.

Alumni from AIC 1971 enjoyed visiting and reminiscing their school days as the last class 
of AIC before becoming Opelousas Catholic.

Queen Joyce Hidalgo Beaugh of 1981 and 
Court Member Ann Lewis Minor of 1982 
sat in the alumni royalty section for the 
Coronation program.

Queen Phoebe Carriere Cook was recognized 
on the field in a welcome back from 1991-92.

From 10 years ago, team member Zach Hebert escorted Maid Kathryn McKissick during 
the pre-game presentation.

From last year’s Court, returning for recognition were Queens and Sisters Olivia Hebert 
and Grace Burnell being escorted by team captain Matthew Semien.

Having fun together was this gathering of alumni from 20 years ago, including Brett 
Deshotel, Katie Diesi Trahan, Emily Trahan Turner, Nick Chapman, Brittany Eades 
Brown, Brandon Prudhomme, Melanie Babin Rodrigue, Blaire Schwartzenburg Emonet, 
Brian Harmon and Jeanne Fontenot Harmon.

Our beautiful young ladies from this year’s Court enjoyed the Vikings’ victory!



A L U M N I  N O T E S
Dennis Auzenne (1972) completed his degree in Nursing from USL (now 
UL-Lafayette) after finishing as Opelousas Catholic’s first valedictorian.  
Early in his career, he worked as a clinical coordinator in neurosurgery at 
Houston Methodist Hospital and the latest position as Director of Surgery at 
Texas Orthopedic Hospital. He has made multiple surgical mission trips over 
the years and currently lives in Pearland, Texas.

Beverly Lanclos Bernard (1972) has worked as a nurse with Prompt Succor 
Nursing Home, Dr. Greg Duplechain, and the St. Landry Parish Head Start 
Program. She is presently retired and lives in Opelousas where she is active 
in service organizations and St. Landry Catholic Church. Beverly is the 
mother of two children and now enjoys six grandchildren.

Carol Hidalgo (1972) studied Dental Hygiene at Loyola University in New 
Orleans and has worked as a dental hygienist in the Acadiana area for 33 
years. She is now retired and has been enjoying time with her husband, 
children and grandchildren. Carol is the mother of three daughters who all 
attended Opelousas Catholic.

William K. Boyd (1971) earned a business degree from USL in Lafayette 
where he played college baseball for four years after being named First Team 
All-State for three years in a row at AIC. He and his wife Pat are the parents 
of three and now love to spend time with their nine grandchildren. Willy is 
retired from oilfield sales, and he and Pat currently live in Carencro, La.

Melina Darjean Bellard (1971) attended Texas Southern University & 
University of St. Thomas and earned her bachelors and masters’ degrees 
in Education with additional Dyslexia certification. She then served as a 
Master Teacher and Dyslexia Specialist for many years before retirement. 
Melina and her husband now co-own Bellard’s House Leveling & Home 
Improvement and reside in Crosby, Texas. 

Stephen Brisco, DDS (1971) following his graduation as valedictorian from 
Holy Ghost Catholic School while being class president and captain of the 
basketball team is now a Professor Dentistry at LSU-New Orleans. 

June Schwartzenburg Crader (1971) studied Nursing at USL in Lafayette,, 
got married and moved to Sugarland, Texas where she worked with 
a dermatology office for over 40 years. June and her husband have one 
daughter and continue to live in Texas.

Billy Voitier (1971) attended Loyola University in New Orleans to study 
Business Administration. He is now retired after years as a wholesale beer 
distributor. Billy and his wife live in Opelousas and have raised one son.

Ann Lewis Minor (1982) attended USL where she was a college cheerleader 
there. She earned her degree in Business and in Early Childhood Education 
and has worked as an educator for the last 17 years. Ann is currently 
teaching Pre-K at Grolee Elementary School in Opelousas. She is married 
and is the mother of one daughter.

Alan Moore (1982) received his bachelor’s degree in Finance from LSU and 
then his MBA from Tulane University. He has been working as a Financial 
Advisor with Raymond James and lives in Mandeville, La. with his wife Alicia. 
They are the parents of one daughter.

David Mougeot (1982) went on to Nicholls State University on a football 
scholarship and graduated with a degree in General Studies. After being with 
Massey Services for 36 years, he is now their Director of Sales. David and 
his wife live in Prairieville, La. and have two children.

Joyce Hidalgo Beaugh (1981) received her degree in Mathematics 
Education and her master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 
USL (now ULL). As a member of Kappa Delta sorority, she served as the 
Panhellenic President during her time there. Currently, Joyce is a Technical 
Learning Performance Consultant for Chevron Corporation in Houston where 
she and her husband live and have raised four daughters.

Lisa Fruge Patin (1981) received her bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences 
and has worked as a social service counselor at Capital Area Human 
Services. Lisa has enjoyed educating and supporting teen parents for 20 
years in an Early Head Start program. She has been married for 30 years and 
is stepmother to three. Lisa and her husband live in Baton Rouge.

Phoebe Carriere Cook (1992) graduated from LSU with a degree in Dietetics 
and now works for Sodexo International as a District Manager for Southeast 
Louisiana, overseeing five college and university food service operations. 
Phoebe and her husband live in New Orleans and are the parents of two 
sons.

Paul Bergeron (1991) attended Texas Wesleyan University where he attained 
his master’s degree in Anesthesia. He has been working at Opelousas General 
Hospital where he is currently Chief of Anesthesia Labor. Paul and his wife 
Shannon (1991) live in Sunset, LA and are the parents of four children, one 
OCS graduate and three current students.

Kim Venable Thompson (1991) majored in Dental Hygiene at Northeast 
Louisiana University and has been working as a dental hygienist, currently 
employed and co-owner of Duos and Thompson Dental Corporation in Iota. 
Kim and her husband live in Eunice and are the parents of two sons. 

Jaime Jarrell Olinde (2002) graduated from LSU with degrees in Biology 
and Medical Technology, and she is presently teaching Biology and Chemistry 
at Catholic High of Baton Rouge.  Jaime and her husband live in the Baton 
Rouge area and are the parents of three children.

Emily Lucito Smith (2002) is a Speech Language Pathologist after receiving 
her degree from LSU in Baton Rouge.  Emily with her husband and son 
recently moved from Florida to Wichita, Kansas.

Jason Trahan, MD (2002) received his nursing degree from UL-Lafayette 
and worked as an RN before going to LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans 
to complete his internship and residency in Otolaryngology/Head & Neck 
Surgery. Dr. Trahan now has an ENT practice in Opelousas.  He and his wife 
Katie (2001) enjoy five children, four of whom attend OCS.

Bobby Faul (2001) graduated from Hunter College in New York City in 
Economics and Psychology and then worked for Citibank & Chase Bank 
there. He later moved back to Louisiana and worked for a couple of transport 
companies while earning his MBA from UL-Lafayette. He and his wife moved 
to Metairie, La. where he now owns a Geico Insurance Agency in the area. 
The couple has five children.

Brian Harmon (2001) attended Northwestern State University and UL-
Lafayette and has spent many years in the auto sales industry. He is currently 
employed by Sterling Automotive Group.  Brian and his wife Jeanne (2001) 
are the parents of two daughters who attend OCS.

Brandon Prudhomme (2001) studied at Northwestern State University and 
UL-Lafayette. He is now the Director of Business Development at RRT River 
Rental Tools. Brandon and his wife are the parents of two children, one who 
currently attends OCS.

Emily Trahan Turner (2001) studied Public Relations and Marketing at UL-
Lafayette and later received her teaching certification. She is now working 
on her master’s degree in Religious Education while she is a member of 
the Opelousas Catholic faculty teaching Religion and French in high school. 
Emily and her husband are the parents of three young children who attend 
OCS.

Zachary Hebert (2012) received his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural 
Economics from LSU. Today he is co-owner of Bonanza Crawfish and 
Bonanza Rice & Cattle. Zach and his wife are the proud parents of three 
children, two of whom are OCS students.

Spotlighted are a few graduates from the classes recognized at this year’s Homecoming!



Kathryn McKissick (2012) earned her undergraduate degree in Kinesiology 
from LSU and then her Master of Occupational Therapy from the University 
of St. Augustine. She is now employed with Ochsner in New Orleans where 
she specializes in the pediatric area.
Gretchen Soileau (2011) studied Mortuary Science at Commonwealth 
Institute of Funeral Services in Houston. After attaining her degree, she 
completed her licensing and has been employed in the funeral industry, 
currently in Kenner, La. Gretchen is also studying to become a state notary.

Nicholas Artall (2011) majored in Agricultural Business at LSU-Eunice 
where he also played baseball. He currently works at Delek in Krotz Springs 
as a production operator. Nick and his wife Kaitlin (2012) live in Opelousas, 
now enjoying their baby girl. 

Nick Gobert (2011) went to Baton Rouge Community College and Centenary 
College in Shreveport where he played baseball. He then attended LSU 
and received his business degree with a concentration in marketing.  Nick 
currently works for John H. Carter in Baton Rouge.

Kane Hebert (2011) attended LSU-Eunice and now works for his family 
business, Hebert’s Boudin & Cracklins. He is married to the former Lauren 
Soileau (2007), and they make their home in Lafayette, La.

Spotlight on the Meche Siblings
Six alumni who are siblings and children of Bret and Liz Meche 
(retiring Assistant Principal) are the focus of this special spotlight!  

•	 Chris Meche (2010) graduated from UL-Lafayette with a 
degree in Accounting and is now a Certified Public Accountant 
working as Controller at Robertson Capital in Lafayette, La. 
He and his wife Madeline are the proud parents of a seven-
month old son.

•	 Emily Meche Ochoa (2012) completed her degree in 
Psychology from UL-Lafayette and recently obtained a 
second degree in Nursing there. She is currently employed as 
a Registered Nurse in the emergency department at Ochsner 
Lafayette General Hospital. Emily and her husband reside in 
Youngsville, La.

•	 Aaron Meche (2013) finished with a degree in Criminal Justice 
from UL-Lafayette and then obtained his Juris Doctorate from 
Southern University Law School. He is presently working as a 
Law Clerk with the 27th Judicial District Court. Aaron and his 
wife Allie (2012) reside in Broussard, La. 

•	 Kellie Meche (2017) graduated from UL-Lafayette with a 
degree in Business Management and is now employed in 
the Information Technology industry and lives in Lafayette. 
Currently, she is considering the pursuit of a Juris Doctorate 
to eventually practice law. 

•	 Laura Meche (2019) completed the Cosmetology program 
from the Aveda Institute and recently began her quest for a 
Nursing degree from UL-Lafayette while residing in Lafayette. 

•	 Alyssa Meche (2022) is finishing her senior year and planning 
to major in Business Management at UL-Lafayette in the fall. 

HISTORY TIDBITS!
Let’s be reminded of these tidbits from 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 years 
ago shared in this fall’ Homecoming game announcements!   

It was only 10 years ago (2011-2012) when:
•	 During Homecoming festivities, Peyton Taylor reigned as 

Queen with Kathryn McKissick and Alexis Ardoin as Maids!
•	 Senior Favorite selections included Ben Hargroder & Peyton 

Taylor, Hardest Workers; Ben Finchum & Elizabeth Bragg, 
Friendliest; Damien Thierry & N’Kendra Kimble, Most Athletic.

•	 Prom Queen was Samantha Darbonne while Prom King was 
Jeremy Burleigh!

Remember 20 years ago (2001-2002) when:
•	 Spirit was led by Lauren Deranger, cheerleader captain; 

Dana Carlin as Vikette captain; and Vic the Viking was Renee 
Reiners! 

•	 Homecoming Queen was Danielle LaJack with Maids Lauren 
Plattsmier and Jaime Jarrell. Celeste Armand was named 
Lady Viking of the Year; and Patrick Keating received the title 
of Viking of the Year.

Flashback to 30 years ago (1991-1992) when:
•	 Voted “Most Popular” were Kathryn DeJean and James 

Robert; and “Most Spirited” were Phoebe Carriere and Jake 
Cramer! 

•	 Student leaders walking the halls were Ryan Fisher as 
Student Body President; Annette Coussan,  Senate President; 
and Phoebe Carriere, Senior Class President! Other Senior 
Senators were Stan Bordelon, Damian Gordon, and John 
Harper. 

Going back 40 years (1981-1982) when:
•	 Scott Henry graduated 1st in his class; Jerry Patton, 2nd; 

Kenneth Collins, 3rd; and Henry Pavy, 4th.  Jerry Patton 
served as Senate Chairman while Mark Artall was Student 
Body President.

•	 Did you know that the voice you often hear when calling 
Opelousas Catholic today is that of Bonnie Herpin Darbonne 
of this 1982 class who is now the OCS elementary secretary?!

A golden flashback to 50 years ago (1971-1972) when:
•	 In 1972, the first year as Opelousas Catholic School, those 

in this 50-year class may remember that they voted the 
“Hardest Workers” as Carol Hidalgo, Alan Courville, Elaine 
Brisco, and Mike Reed.  

•	 With the first OCS graduation ceremony in 1972, it was Dennis 
Auzenne as valedictorian; Laura Lavergne, salutatorian; and 
a three-way tie for third rank between Debbie Dupuis, Paula 
Lafleur, and Lucy Mae Lastrapes.

Remember these senior spirit group members from the Class of 2002? … just a short 20 years ago!

Looking Back...



ALUMNI SOCCER
The second annual Alumni Soccer games 
were held in early March on a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon thanks to the lead by 
high school boys’ soccer coach Brandon 
Castania. It was enjoyed by players and 
fans alike! Appreciation goes out to all who 
worked and sponsored the event to make 
it possible.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Did you, the alumni of Opelousas Catholic, AIC and Holy Ghost, receive 
your membership letters from the Catholic Schools of Opelousas 
Alumni Association over the last few months? We hope you did and 
chose to become a member for 2021-2022 in support of your alma 
mater. 

Initiated by the Alumni Association this year has been the “Rosary 
at the Pieta” on the first Wednesday of every month when parents, 
students, alumni and friends gather together in prayer by the Pieta 
statue directly in front of the school. The association funded the 
purchase of prints of OCS’s five owner churches to display with the 
pastor pictures in the main lobby. And their plans are to re-hang the 
class wall composites in the hallways soon. More involvement in the 
upcoming Alumni Softball Tourney are also in the 
works.   

For more information about the association, 
contact the co-presidents Haley Devillier Emonet 
(1996) or Blaire Schwartzenburg Emonet (2001) 
at school (337-942-5404).

ALUMNI SOFTBALL TOURNEY
It is coming back!  The date is set for June 
3-5, 2022 at the Washington Ballpark!  
Check the OCS Alumni Softball Tournament 
Facebook page for further information or 
email ocalumnisoftball@gmail.com.   

ADVANCEMENT Bulletin 
We hope you have followed our OCS Facebook page to see the daily 
activities, accomplishments and special moments of our Catholic 
school. As part of Advancement, it is a pleasure to spread our “good 
news” to show how vital a Catholic education is for our children. 
Please share our posts with your family and friends to help us promote 
the face of OCS! For those who are currently at Opelousas Catholic 
and those who have been in the past, take every opportunity to relay 
positive testimonies of your OCS experiences to others.

With Covid restrictions reduced, we were happy to return to a more 
normal set of activities.  It was so nice to have our alumni come 
together at the Homecoming game as we especially enjoyed 
honoring the last classes of AIC and Holy Ghost schools of 1971 and 
the first class of Opelousas Catholic’s 1972 class. And how wonderful 
it was to have our grandparents back on campus for our annual 
“Grandparents’ Day” celebration. Plus many thanks to our numerous 
“angels” who have made this year’s appeal drive one of the most 
successful in memory to help our Religion department!

We were also able to hold our “Dinner and Auction” in March after 
postponing due to Covid, and it was a very successful fundraiser 
thanks to many generous supporters of Opelousas Catholic. Named 
“Fête de Faith”, the evening was filled with delicious food, auction 
items and live music! We are grateful!

Our enhanced communication 
efforts continue with the weekly 
“E-Blasts” to our families and 
“OCS Corner” notes in our local 
church bulletins. Hopefully, 
friends and families had the 
chance to read our article in 
October’s Acadiana Catholic 
magazine spotlighting our Pre-K 
program’s growth with the love 
and dedication of its outstanding 
staff!

Work has been done with the class wall composites. For those 
missing, we had some re-created from yearbook pictures and then 
framed. Now we have all composites from the 70s and 80s ready for 
hanging.  The Alumni Association will be completing the display in 
the near future.

It is with mixed emotions that I sign off after 23 years in the 
Advancement/Development Office following 10 years in the classroom. 
Special thanks to my sister/co-worker Donna Dupre for her loyal 
support and assistance in the office for many years. I look forward to 
retirement and will always keep OCS in my prayers.
   

Kathy Hebert
Director of Advancement

 

2811 South Union, Opelousas, LA 70570
1700 Kaliste Saloom Rd., Bldg. 5, Lafayette, LA 70508

Phone (337) 942-3041   Fax (337) 942-7112
Website: WWW.GOINGCPA.COM

L L P

The Gerace, Fontenot, and Meche couples enjoyed their time together at the Fête de Faith 
Dinner, Auction and Music evening … all in thanksgiving for Catholic education!



MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Please consider an Opelousas Catholic 
School memorial gift as a meaningful way to 
remember departed friends and loved ones. 
Gifts are invested in the OCS Foundation Trust 
Fund, and names are inscribed in the OCS 
Memorial Book to be remembered at all school 
Masses. 

Simply send a gift in any amount to the OCS 
Office of Advancement at 428 East Prudhomme 
Street in Opelousas, LA 70570.

Indicate: 
(1) name/address of the persons making the gift 
(2) name of the memorialized person
(3) name/address of the family to be sent a lovely memorial card in 
acknowledgment of the gift

The list of enrolled loved ones from July 2021 to July 2022 will be 
published in the next newsletter.

ANGEL APPEAL on track!
The Angel Appeal Drive for this school year is going well, and how 
grateful we are to our many “angels” for generous gifts and prayers. 
For others who have not yet participated, you are reminded that this 
appeal drive continues through May 2022. … so please help us add 
more names to this angelic list before that time. Please mail to the 
OCS Advancement Office so that we can reach our goal of $40,000!

We remind everyone that this year’s drive will benefit our Religion/
Theology department from preschool through twelfth grade. On the 
wish list are new ActivPanel boards for religion classrooms, laptops 
for religion teachers, chromebooks for religion class use, funds for 
retreat speakers, hardcover bibles for grades 6-12, new religion 
textbooks for all grade levels, professional development training for 
teachers and more!  

We also echo to our generous gift givers that hundreds of companies 
will MATCH their employees’ contributions. A final list of giving 
“angels” for 2021-2022 should be published in the next newsletter.

Caleb Doucet Remembrance
In a tragic accident over one year ago, Caleb Doucet (2018) lost his 
life and since that time, we have kept him and his family in prayer. As 
a loving gift this fall, a kneeler was given to the Msgr. Louis Melancon 
Memorial Chapel in Caleb’s memory by Lisa, Tyler and Seth Briggs.  

Seth, who was Caleb’s classmate in 2018, was also in a terrible but 
separate accident and is thankful for recovery as he keeps his friend 
Caleb in his thoughts and prayers. Several weeks after this memorial 
gift, the Briggs and Speyrer families donated a beautiful nativity set 
with hand-carved figurines to the school in thanksgiving for Seth’s 
life. Again, what a magnificent gesture!

Thoughts from Seniors of 22!
When asked, “In what ways has OC taught me to “love like 
Jesus?”, here were some of the responses from our seniors who will 
soon graduate and carry that love in their hearts.

Lindsay Charles
Opelousas Catholic has taught me so much more than just the 
average, everyday curriculum. Opelousas Catholic has taught me to 
‘Love like Jesus’ by showing me how to be giving towards others, 
how to fulfill our Catholic faith, and how to show pride in what we 
love. To ‘Love like Jesus’ may seem like a difficult task sometimes, 
but we are guided every day to fulfill our desire to be like Christ, an 
experience I will be forever grateful for.

Savannah Nezat
OC has taught me to love like Jesus through many of my teachers. Not 
only do they lead us through teaching, they lead us through example. 
The love each teacher has for every one of their students is truly a 
love like Jesus.

Sam Hanks
OC has taught me how to “love like Jesus” in many ways. This school 
provides the best Catholic education around this part of Louisiana 
and allows us to follow our call to faith. Our school offers many ways 
to get closer to God and Jesus by allowing us to go to church every 
week and providing religion classes to teach us the way Jesus lived 
and loved.

Anna Kate Emonet
The way OC has taught me to love like Jesus is the way everyone 
demonstrates Jesus’s love by encouraging each other and wishing 
nothing but the best for each other. We are one big family brought 
together for our love of Christ and bringing Christ out in each other.

Nyah Lynch
OC has taught me to love like Jesus in many ways. One of them being 
that I am able to understand people from all different backgrounds.

Luke Soileau
OC has taught me to “love like Jesus” in ways that I feel no other 
place could. Through the school’s masses, multiple prayer services, 
and faith rallies, it showed me how deep my faith can grow and 
shows how I can spread God’s word through more than just talking.

Taylor Estis
One way OCS taught me to love like Jesus was by making sure church 
was a top priority. They also showed me how being kind and letting 
Jesus take the wheel will make my life full of peace and love. Lastly, 
the strong feeling of community built on the foundation of the Catholic 
faith helps me understand that love and trust in him is all you need 
to succeed in life.

Ellie Lafleur
Opelousas Catholic has taught me to love like Jesus through the 
influence of helpful, loving, encouraging people who strive to spread 
the love of Jesus through their words and actions. Opelousas Catholic 
has provided a warm, welcoming, familiar environment for me to 
learn about and grow in my faith. I will look back on my years at OC, 
gratefully remembering all those who helped me along the way to 
strive to faithfully follow Jesus.
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A little LAGNIAPPE …

Easy Ways to Help!
Alumni, parents, family and friends are encouraged to continue 
sending OCS the proof of purchase labels from Community Coffee. 
We want to increase our submissions … so please remember to 
participate!  Thanks also to those who bring their recyclables to the 
St. Landry Recycling Center and apply it to OCS’s account. 

Concerning the GM Box Tops Program, we remind everyone that 
General Mills has gone digital with a new app to allow people to 
scan their receipts instead of clipping the box top off of the product. 
With the new logo seen on products, you have 14 days from time of 
purchase to scan/submit the receipt which will automatically give 10 
cents to your school of choice … OCS! The app can be downloaded 
via links on the General Mills Box Tops for Education website. This will 
make it easier for our supporters in other parts of the state or country 
to participate and help us. Thank you in advance! 

Anyone Need CASH??
The Cash-A-Week” Super Raffle for 2022 has been underway with 
tickets selling for $50 by the Athletic Council. A winner is picked each 
Saturday using the Louisiana Lottery Pick 3 … so there are multiple 
chances to win during the year! For tickets, contact chairpersons 
Jacob Jarrell (2006) at 337-308-0089; Lara Clark (2019) at 337-351-
0969.

ENROLLMENT Progression
Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year has been going well.  
Current families have enrolled along with many new families. With 
questions, contact Mrs. Joanne Briley, Admissions Director, at 337-
942-5404 ext. 109 or email brileyj@ocsvikings.com. 

OPELOUSAS • EUNICE • PORT BARRE • LAFAYETTE
SCOTT • CARENCRO • MEMBER F.D.I.C.

Jaren St. Clair served as an outstanding Student Body President this year and made daily 
announcements over the P.A. system quite enjoyable for everyone as he put on his radio 
voice at OC station 42.8! Could broadcasting be in his future? Best of luck to Jaren and 
all of our Class of 2022!  

We share a beautiful picture from the moving Passion Play 
presented by the 2022 senior class on Palm Sunday.

As we reflect on Lent and the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and His Resurrection, let us remember John 3:16 … “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 
have eternal life.” 

We pray that you had a spirit-filled Easter with family and 
friends in thanks!

Please keep Opelousas Catholic School in your prayers 
as it completes its 50th year 

since its establishment in 1971-72!
 

May OCS continue to grow, flourish and love like Jesus!

Prayers for a Special 2021 Alumnus!
We are happy to share with you this news!  One of our 2021 graduates, 
Michael Darbonne, son of Dale and Bonnie Herpin Darbonne (1982), 
was accepted to the Franciscan Friary in Lincoln, Nebraska. He will 
be joining the Franciscan Brothers at the Sacred Heart Friary as he 
answers God’s call and begins his journey to become a Brother.  May 
God bless Michael!



F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N 
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PASTORS:
    Rev. Neil Pettit, Chancellor
    Msgr. Keith DeRouen
    Rev. Matthew Higginbotham
    Rev. Lambert Lein
    Rev. Gregory Simien

ADMINISTRATORS:
    Marty Heintz, Principal
    Matt Citron, Assistant Principal of
         Elementary Studies
    Liz Meche, Assistant Principal of
         Academics (grades 6-12)
    Willard Hanks, Dean of Students

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION:
   John Braham

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:
   Tommy Tate

SCHOOL COUNSELOR:
   Cindy Lafleur

TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR:
   Beth G. Hebert (1974)

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT:
   Kathy Hebert

BUSINESS MANAGER:
     Haley D. Emonet (1996)

ADMIN SECRETARY/ADMISSIONS
DIRECTOR/REGISTRAR:
     Joanne Briley

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR:
     Joyce Stelly

FACILITIES DIRECTOR:
     Justin Boyd (1997)

ADVISORY COUNCIL:
     Rhonda G. Bergeron (1994), Chairperson

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO):
     Lindsey Reed, President

ACADEMIC COUNCIL:
     Vickie Collins, President

ATHLETIC COUNCIL:
     Steve Guidroz, President (1978)

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION:
     Blaire S. Emonet (2001) & 
     Haley D. Emonet (1996), Co-Presidents

UPCOMING EVENTS (2021 -2022) School Year

April 25-29 ...................................................................................................................................................Scholastic Book Fair

April 30 ......................................................................................................................................................... Junior-Senior PROM

May 16 ................................................................................................................................Junior Ring Ceremony & Mass, 6 pm

May 17 ....................................................................................................................................................... Athletic Awards, 6 pm

May 18 ......................................................................................................................................................... Senior Awards, 6 pm

May 20 ...................................................................................Mass & Graduation Ceremony, St. Landry Catholic Church, 6 pm

May 26 ....................................................................................................................................Last day of classes for 2021-2022

May 31 .....................................................................................................Final day of giving for Angel Appeal Drive 2021-2022

School Website:  www.OCSvikings.com

OCS MISSION STATEMENT
OCS educates students in the mission of Christ:

to know, love, and serve God; to be kind and respectful to one another;
and to use their God-given gifts to achieve success spiritually, academically and physically.
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THANK YOU
to our four advertising sponsors throughout this newsletter! 
The OCS Office of Advancement appreciates your support. 

Others who wish to advertise may call 337-942-5404 ext. 105.

OCS does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender,
religion or national origin in admissions or employment policies.

Luke says

“Once a Viking,
always a Viking!”


