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Chaplain's Report 

A heartfelt welcome to [Eagle Scout] Bishop 
James Johnston Jr. who has been appointed as the 
7th Ordinary of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph. He comes to us from the Diocese of 
Springfield-Cape Girardeau and is a native of 
Tennessee. His installation will take place on 
November 4th. 

Summer Camp 
The 2015 summer camp season has been 

concluded. Once again, a huge 'thank you' to 
chaplains and/or presiders for Mass at Bartle: Father 
Shawn Tunink, Deacons Ken Albers and Doug 
Warrens, and Archbishop James Keleher. A special 
word of thanks goes to Tom Smith who works with 
the Catholic Committee in St. Joseph. Tom arranges 
for priests to celebrate Monday evening Mass at 
Camp Geiger. Last, but certainly not least, 'thank 
you' to all the liturgical ministers and support staff at 
both chapels. 

Summer Camp Frustration 
Allow me to vent two areas of frustration 

concerning Mass at camp: 
1. Leaders and boys going to a Protestant 
service on Sunday because the Catholic chapel was 
'too far away' - or skipping Mass outright. 
2. Units leaving Mass before the closing song. 
Leaders, I implore you to take 'Duty to God' and 
'Reverent' seriously when it comes to the Sunday 
obligation of Mass participation. Please set the right 
example for your youth. 

Fr. Joe Powers 
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What the BSA Change on Gay 
Membership Means to Your Unit 

The recent change to BSA's admissions 
policy has raised many questions and concerns, 
especially for units chartered to religious 
organizations. BSA has given assurances that it 
will uphold the right of religious organizations to 
abide by church doctrine when considering adult 
leaders for their units. 

Our Catholic Church teaches respect for the 
dignity of all persons so sexual orientation in and 
of itself is not a reason for refusing to accept a 
youth or adult. However, adults and youth who are 
members of a Catholic unit - or wish to be - must 
abide by Church teaching on marriage and 
sexuality regardless of one's sexual orientation. 
" Being in a gay relationship of any kind is 
unacceptable for anyone in a Catholic unit 
chartered to a parish, a Knights Councilor a unit 
using the parish's name. 
" Heterosexual adults and youth also must 
live by the Church's teaching on marriage and 
sexuality - or be dismissed. 
" A related issue that is the belief that being 
gay means one is a pedophile. This is not true. 
Go to www.nccs-bsa.org to read the statement 
from the leaders of the National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting. Please contact me with 
any questions or concerns. Thank you. 

Fr. Joe Powers 

http:www.nccs-bsa.org


Piercing Arrow newsletter 

As you can see, the Piercing Arrow 
newsletter holds an important breadth of information 
inside each issue. We would love to spread the news 
of all of the opportunities and accomplishments of 
Catholic scouts throughout our djocese, but we lack 
current email and/or postal addresses of many 
catholic scout leaders and parents. If you are not 
receiving this Piercing Arrow newsletter by email or 
by u.s. Mail and would like to, please contact Mary 
Stoner at: mstoner2005@comcast.net or R. Scott 
Smith at ssmith@furrysmithlaw.com to be sure that 
you are added to the list. 

Board of Directors Election 

The election of the 2016 Catholic Committee 
on Scouting Board ofDirectors will be held at the 
upcoming committee meeting on October 21,2015 at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception rectory, 
located at the top of the stairs in the building just east 
of the church at 416 W. 12th St, Kansas City, MO 
64105. The meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. All current 
CCS members and current Chartered Organization 
Representatives of Catholic units within the Diocese 
of Kansas City-St. Joseph are eligible to vote. 

"Take Up Your Cross and Follow 
Me" 
- Catholic Scout Retreat 

One hundred eleven (111) scouts and 
scouters attended the 2015 Catholic Scout Retreat: 
"Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me" at Camp 
Prairie Schooner in Kansas City. 

Fifty-five (55) scouts and twenty (20) adults 
attended from the following uruts: 
Troop 32: [St. Paul's United Methodist Church -
Raymore], Troop 54: [Holy Spirit parish], Troop 
111: [St. Sabina parish], Troop 118: [St. Peter 
parish], Troop 161: [East Alton Commuruty of 
Christ Church -Independence], Troop 221: [St. 
Mary parish], Troop 362: [St. John LaLande], 
Troop 391: [Our Lady of the Presentation parish], 
and Venturing Crew 2010. Eleven (11) youth staff 

from Troop 161 and Troop 221, along with twenty 
(22) adult staff from the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting were also in attendance. 

James Milam and Bob Stockdell welcomed 
the campers to the retreat, willIe retreat veterans 
Nick Workman, Terry Morales, and Jennifer Bales 
volunteered in the kjtchen. Another longtime 
retreat veteran, Daniel Adams did a superb job 
acquiring the food, utensils, and culinary supplies. 
Paul and the youth staff led a fitting Friday 
eveillng campfire celebration to kick off the retreat. 
Deacon Ken Albers presented an engaging 
invocation to prepare the scouts for the Saturday 
morrung faith programs. After the campfire, Ethan 
Mitchell, Adam Milam, Lucas Ochs and Amelia 
Ernstmann presented a beautiful September 11 th 
candlelight vigil. Later, Paul and Amelia led games 
and activities willIe Mary Stoner, Father Joseph 
Powers, and Thomas Jewitt led a meeting for adult 
scout leaders in attendance. 

Saturday morrung reveille was provided by 
the senior veteran of the Catholic Scout 
Retreat/Extravaganza in attendance, Dennis Ryan. 
After attending raising the flag and the recitation 
the pledge of allegiance, retreat attendees were led 
in prayer by Tristan Spooner in preparation for 
breakfast. After breakfast, Dave Tracewell and 
John Wessling conducted the Catholic Reliaious o 

Emblems Counselor training session attended by 
adult scouters. Next, scouts were divided into 4 
age-groups to begin the spiritual faith eruichment 
program. Bob, Tristan, Paul, Steven Gordon, 
Kenny Ward, and Bill Kattner led the groups. 

After conducting icebreakers and get-to
know-you games, the groups began attending the 4 
faith program stations: Awareness, Benevolence, 
Perseverance, and Reverence. The stations were 
presented and led by youth staff scouts: Spencer 
Engelman, Ethan Freiley, Adam Milam, Andrew 
Milam, Phillip Milam, Ethan Mitchell, Martin 
Morgan, Lucas Ochs, Ben Thomas and Kenny 
Ward. 

After each group had participated at each 
station, Father Powers presented a capstone to the 
faith exercise lessons by reminding the attendees to 
carry what they discussed not only into their 
scouting experience but their broader lives. Next, 
Paul, Andrew and Kenny led a large organized 
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game. 
Everyone reconvened in the dining hall where 

Ben Thomas led a blessing prayer before lunch. 
Father Powers led a Holy Orders discussion and 
presentation for scouts in attendance participating in 
the Catholic Ad Altare Dei religious emblem. John 
Ryan led a National Catholic Leadership 
Development session for adult scouters, while Bob 
led a session titled: 'A Scout is Reverent' to present 
a detailed introduction to the new advancement 
religious requirements in the upcoming 2016 Scout 
Handbook. 

After Amelia and Paul surveyed the 
campsites to confirm that the camp was being left in 
good shape, they led youth staff in setting up for 
Mass. Father Powers served as the celebrant, 
Deacon Albers assisted, and Tristan contributed as 
altar server. Katie Radford, Homer Radford and 
Diane Banks provided the liturgical music including 
printed lyric programs, while Dennis provided 
microphones and the sound system. On behalf of the 
Catholic Committee on Scouting, Paul was 
recognized for his many years of contributions as 
sacristan and assistant sacristan at the Catholic 
Chapel of the Twelve Apostles at the Bartle Scout 
Reservation. Finally, Deacon Albers offered the 
sending-forth retreat invocation prayer, and a 
wonderfully successful retreat weekend came to a 
close. 

We offer our sincere thanks and appreciation 
to facilitators in attendance: Dianne Beatty, Forrest 
Bolles, Len Danaher, Heath Freiley, Claudia Gomez, 
Chris Hays, Mike Mosakowski, Shannon Nixon, John 
Riley, Randy Rotert, and Jay Waldman. 

Many thanks and kudos to our outstanding 
retreat youth staff courtesy of Troop 161 and Troop 
221: Spencer Engelman, Ethan Freiley, Adam 
Milam, Andrew Milam, Phillip Milam, Ethan 
Mitchell, Martin Morgan, Lucas Ochs, Tristan 
Spooner, Ben Thomas, and Kenny Ward. 

Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the 
retreat adult staff and Catholic Committee on 
Scouting contributors in attendance: Dan Adams, 
Cathy Albers, Jennifer Bales, Diane Banks, Deacon 
Daniel Brink, Amelia Ernstmann, Steven Gordon, 
Tommy Jewitt, Bill Kattner, Jim LaScala, James 
Milam, Terry Morales, Mike O'Neil, Katie Radford, 
Homer Radford, Dennis Ryan, John Ryan, John 
Swartz, Dave Tracewell, John Wessling, and Nick 

Workman. 
Special thanks to the leadership and 

dedication of our retreat planning committee staff: 
Deacon Ken Albers, Paul Morgan, Bob Stockdell, 
Mary Stoner, Father Joseph Powers, and Thomas 
Jewitt. 

Membership Report 

You Can Still Support Us 

This past January, Catholic Committee on 
Scouting membership cards for the year 2015 were 
mailed to each of our 168 registered members. 

If you have not been able to respond yet, it 
is not too late. Your response can be mailed to the 
address below. Checks can be made payable to: 
"Catholic Committee on Scouting." 

Remember, your response reaffirms your 
continued interest in our mission of serving 
Catholic scouting. Your response is just as 
important as your donation to the Committee. We 
look forward to hearing from as many members as 
possible. 

Many thanks to each member for their 2015 
and all past donations, and for their continued 
commitment and interest in supporting Catholic 
Scouting. 

You can contact me at: 
Thomas Jewitt 
Catholic Committee on Scouting 
4384 SW Breezy Point Lane 
Lee's Summit, MO 64082-4716 
E-mail: oubrioko@yahoo.com 
Telephone: 816-537-6104 

Thomas Jewitt 

Who are We and What do we Do? 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph's 
Catholic Committee on Scouting covers 46 
Catholic affiliated units within the Heart of 
America Council including: Twenty-one (21) Cub 
Scout Packs, twenty (20) Boy Scout Troops and 
five (5) Venturing Crews. In addition, the CCS 
also makes all of its services available to the large 
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number of Catholic scouts and scouters that are 
registered with other scouting units throughout the 
diocese. 
If you are interested in starting a pack, troop or crew 
at your parish, the CCS membership team would be 
thrilled to assist you in any way that we can. 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

Chair: Dan Brink: 816-468-4514 

Vice Chair: Thomas Jewitt: 816-537-6104 

Chaplain: Fr. Joe Powers: 816-232-7763 

Secretary: John Swartz: 816-523-5758 

Treasurer: Joe Griggs 816-651-4869 

Religious Emblems: Mike O'Neil, 816-436-4804 

Religious Activities: Deacon Ken Fuenfhausen, 

816-529-29711 

Membership: Thomas Jewitt 816-537-6104 

Unit Relations: Cathy Albers, 816-313-9953 

Scouter Development: John Ryan, 816-833-1141 

Vocations: Vacant 

Communications: R. Scott Smith, 816-588-3377 & 

Mary Stoner, 816-509-7702 

Bartle Maintenance: Scott Baird, 816-363-3742 

St. Joseph Committee Chair: Shannon Clark, 816

232-0477 

Director, Diocesan Youth Ministry Office: Michael 

Nations 

Jon Schaffhausen, 816-756-1850 

Piercing Arrow is published by the Catholic 
Committee on Scouting. Annual subscription 
for members is included in the membership 
dues. 
Articles for publication consideration should 
be sent to Communications Co-Chair Mary 
Stoner, at 
mstoner2005@comcast.net. Copy for 
publication should be transmitted by the 10tb 
of each month. 
Address corrections should be e-mailed to: 
mstoner2005@comcast.net 
OR mailed to: Catholic Committee on 
Scouting Newsletter 
3411 Shady Bend Drive, Independence, MO 
64052 

Come to our Meetings 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting, serves 

Catholic youth of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. 

Joseph. The Committee meets bi-monthly at 7:00 

p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, except 

June, July and August, at the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception rectory, located at the top 

of the stairs in the building just east of the church 

at 416 W. 12th St, Kansas City, MO 64105. The 

meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. 
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