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2018 Bronze Pelican and St. George Award Recipients

Back row L to R: Ben Lee, Joe Rozell, James Milam, Bishop Johnston, Michael Gardner, Fred Bixler, Sean
Holland.  Front row L to R: Jonathon "Jake" Smith, John "JR" Ryan, Jennifer Davis, Donna Geisinger, Joe
LaBella Photos by David Dunn, Troop 161 

Bronze Pelican
The Bronze Pelican

is a diocesan award
presented to adults who have
given service to Catholic
Scouting through the

programs of the Boy Scouts of America. Any adult
who has shown awareness and concern for the
spiritual development of our Catholic youth may be
nominated. Nominees do not have to be registered
with BSA or be Catholic. 

This year’s recipients are: 



See the website for the application and guidelines for
consideration for Bronze Pelican and St. George
emblems. http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com   Deadline:
January 1, 2019 

Fred Bixler (Phyllis) 
St. Bernadette

Fred serves as the Advancement Chair for High
Trails District. He has been a registered adult leader
since 1973 and is a familiar face to many who camp at
the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation. While at summer
camp, Fred arranges for staff to pass the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses. He then delivers the monies
to Reservation HQ where it is counted and deposited
into our account. At home, Fred has been an usher at St.
Bernadette, a member of the St. James kitchen team and
helps with fish dinners at Our Lady of the Presentation. 

Jennifer Davis (Jeff)          
St. Therese North

Jennifer serves as the religious emblems chair
for Cub Pack 261 at St. Therese. Due to her efforts, the
numbers of Cubs earning Light of Christ and Parvuli Dei
has increased significantly. She has great passion,
enthusiasm and understanding. She has recruited and
trained her successor, as she will soon 'graduate' to
Troop 261. Jennifer is the Director of Religious
Education for the parish.

Michael Gardner (Susan)
Our Lady of the Presentation, Lee's Summit

Michael has been responsible for re-invigorating
the religious emblems program at Pack 391. Since he
became the coordinator in 2013, 42 Cubs have earned an
emblem. Ten more Cubs are in the process of doing so.
He assists with recruiting of boys and adults. His current
role is as Assistant Cubmaster and is soon to be
Cubmaster.

Sean Holland     
Holy Cross and St. Anthony, Kansas City

Sean is the Director of Liturgy and Music at
Holy Cross in northeast Kansas City. He also is an
organist at St. Anthony and the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. Sean has one of the musicians
and song leaders who assist at Sunday Mass during the
summer camping season. He has also provided music for
this annual recognition ceremony.

Ben Lee
St. Charles Borromeo

Ben is a committee member for Troop 261 and
Troop 180.  He has been a long-time staff member at
Bartle. Ben has been serving as the sacristan at the
Chapel of the Twelve Apostles for a number of
summers. His responsibilities include setting up for
Sunday Mass, recruiting staff for liturgical roles,
distributing songbooks and more.  He also takes care of
the chaplain's cabin. 

James Milam     
Coventry Estates Baptist Church, Independence

James is an Assistant Scoutmaster with Troop
161. He stresses the importance of religious emblems
across all faith traditions. James has been an integral part
of the annual Catholic Scout retreat for the past 3 years,
serving as Chief Medic, Logistics Coordinator and
wherever needed. 
Thanks to his encouragement, American Heritage Girls
attend our last retreat. The retreat is one of his favorite
campouts because it is youth-lead.

Joe Rozell (Linda)
St. Thomas More, Kansas City

Joe is the Chartered Organization Rep and
Chaplain for Troop 601. He arranges for prayer at key
events and summer camp. He will soon become the
religious emblems coordinator for both Pack and Troop
601. Joe joined the Catholic Committee in 2016 and has
served on the kitchen staff at the retreat. He is an
emblems counselor and has participated in Catholic
Leadership Development.

John 'JR' Ryan (Amy)
Nativity of Mary, Independence

John is the Scoutmaster of Troop 221 that meets
at St. Mary Parish in Independence. He was very active
in promoting religious emblems in the Pack and has
continued doing so within the troop. His troop has been
a faithful attendee at our annual retreat for many years.
His Scoutmaster minute always contains a kernel of
moral and ethical dimension. The troop provides service
time to many groups throughout Independence. He is
very active at Nativity School and Parish.

Jonathon 'Jake' Smith (Rebecca)
St. John Francis Regis

Jake is a retired grandfather who is very
involved in his grandson's (Jeremy) Scouting life. He has
assisted in the planning of Scout Sunday for the past
three years. In addition, Jake is a very valuable recruiter
for Pack and Troop 98, which is crucial for
re-chartering. The future of Catholic Scouting at St.
Regis will depend upon the efforts of people like Jake. 
He also finds time to be involved in parish life.



See the website for the application and guidelines for consideration for Bronze Pelican and St. George emblems.
http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com   Deadline: January 1, 2019 

St. George Emblem

The St. George Emblem is awarded by the National Catholic Committee on Scouting upon
recommendations from the local diocesan committee. It recognizes the recipient's outstanding
contributions to the ideal of "Scouting is Youth Ministry". Recipients do not have to be Catholic or
registered members of BSA - just long-time outstanding supporters of Scouting in the Catholic Church.
This award qualifies the recipient to wear the adult religious award square knot.

This year’s recipients are:

Donna Geisinger (Steve)
St. Andrew the Apostle

Donna is a teacher at St. Andrew the Apostle School. She is a very active leader with Pack and Troop
180 out of St. Charles Borromeo Parish. She was honored with the Bronze Pelican award in 2012. Since then,
Donna has continued to assist with teaching both Cubs and Boys about their respective Catholic religious
awards. Participation in a retreat at Conception Abbey was implemented in 2015 for their Ad Altare Dei classes
and Donna has been an enthusiastic participant.
      Donna is an Honored Woman in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and an Ordeal member of the Order of the Arrow.

Joe LaBella (Judy)
St. Andrew the Apostle

Joe is retired from the Ford Motor Company. He is the Committee Chair for Troop 80 which meets at
Holy Cross in northeast Kansas City. He has been an integral part of Troop 80's success over the years,
preferring to work quietly "behind the scenes" and always deferring to others when it comes to recognition. Joe
helps organize Scout Sundays, which are rotated monthly among the Catholic Churches in Northeast and the
North End. He provides transportation to any of the service projects conducted by the troop, which are many.
Joe is a Medicine Man in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. He volunteers his time at St. Andrew and Holy Rosary
parishes.



Along with the the Bronze Pelican and St. George award recipients, a large number of youth received their
Parvuli Dei, Light of Christ and Ad Alteri Dei emblems and certificates of achievement.  

Quality Unit Award

The Kansas City-St. Joseph Catholic Committee
on Scouting once again received the Quality Unit
Award from the National Catholic
Committee on Scouting.

(Left to right, John Swartz, Chairman, Father Joe 
Powers, Chaplain, both of the Diocesan Catholic Committee 

on Scouting, and Bishop James V. Johnston, Jr.)



Chairman’s Report

School years are ended, which

means the Bartle camping season

has started.  I hope your troop is

ready for the adventure.  One of

the traditions at my parish, St.

Peter's, is a picture of adults and

leaders following the Sunday

morning service at the chapel.  Class A uniforms

are relatively clean and leaders still look energetic. 

We post pictures on both our troop website and

Sunday Bulletin.  Troop always looks for ways to

keep the scouting program in front of the parish.  A

favorite was the young 6th grade server intently

watching the bird circling above the altar while

father celebrated Mass.  May not have been the

mother's favorite, but she did ask for a copy.  Please

send copies of your troop at camp or high adventure

to the editor of this newsletter.

Year two of a three year project saw the roof

replaced on the Chapel of the Twelve Apostles. 

Leaks and water damage left little choice.  The

chapel is one of the few structures on the

reservation maintained by private donations.  No

BSA or HOAC monies go to the upkeep of the

chapel or adjoining cabin.  Following BSA policies,

a metal roof replaced the old shingles.  The cost

exceeded $35,000, but promises to be a 50 year roof

taking us into the next generation and beyond.  We

will not take up a second collection at Sunday

services, but will ask attendees to be generous with

donations.  The committee had the money due to

stewardship and generosity of past Catholic

Committee members.  Those donors are

remembered at our services.  The next stage

involves installation of LED lights and replacement

of fans.  Please remember these projects as you

donate on Sunday.

The diocesan Catholic Scout retreat is again

scheduled for the weekend after Labor Day,

September 7 - 9.  Location is Camp Shawnee in

Knob Noster State Park.  New this year is the

invitation for second year Webelos' to join us. 

Rustic facilities, scouts sleep in cabins, with meals

and cracker barrels provided.  Activities satisfy the

retreat requirements for the Ad Altare Dei religious

emblem.  Please add the weekend of 9/07 to your

scout calendar.  While adding dates to your

calendar, include March 27, 2019 for the annual

Catholic Religious Emblem service.

Committee contacts:

   John Swartz   chairman    swartzjo@umkc.edu 

   R. Scott Smith, newsletter editor    

rss1600@aol.com    

   Mary Stoner, religious emblems    

mstoner2005@comcast.net  

    

   John Swartz, Chairman
St. Peter's Parish, Pack/troop/crew   118

Chaplain’s Report

    For those who are members of a

Scout unit using a parish name,

"Do you belong to a Catholic

Scout unit or a Scout unit with

Catholic members?" My fear is

that all too often it is the latter, an

opinion shared by many priests and others from

around the country. Priorities are centered on merit

badges, advancement and honor camping societies. 

George Sparks, Chair of the National

Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) asked a

similar question in the March 2018 issue of the

NCCS newsletter The Bridge - "What makes

Catholic Scouting different from regular Scouting?"

The BSA chartered partner concept states that the

chartered partner uses Scouting to accomplish its

(the partner's) objectives, using its own policies and

guidelines in addition to those of BSA. We should

be showing that “Duty to God” and “Reverence”

are practiced. 

How does your pack, troop or crew measure

up?

! Does your meeting begin and end with

prayer?

! Do youth work on their religious emblems?

! Is there a trained counselor?

mailto:swartzjo@umkc.edu
mailto:rss1600@aol.com
mailto:mstoner2005@comcast.net


! Do youth work on various religious

activities?

! See www.nccs-bsa.org 

! Is getting to Mass a priority on weekend

campouts?

! Does your trooop attend the annual Catholic

Scout retreat?

! Is there a troop chaplain's aide? Does he

take the role seriously?

! Are adults held to Catholic moral standards?

! Do you meet at least annually with the

pastor or his delegate?

NCCS's “National Catholic Unit Excellence

Award” is a great tool for measuring your unit's

Catholic identity. See www.nccs-bsa.org , under

“Units”). 

   Fr. Joe Powers, Chaplain  

 Award Application Deadline

The Committee is seeking applicants for the

Bronze Pelican and St. Georg awards.  The deadline

for submission for this year is: January 1, 2019. See

supra for details.  The applications can be

downloaded from the Committee Website:

http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com 

 Changes at the Council Level

Effective July 1, 2018, Brick

Huffman will begin his tenure

as Scout Executive of the Heart

of America. 

 Jon Wilson, Council Liaison, Has
Moved to a New Council

As reported in our December 17, 2017, issue, Jon

Wilson, District Director of Blue Elk District, was

appointed to be the liaison of the Catholic

Committee on Scouting.  Jon has accepted a higher

position at a different council. 

Religious Emblems Counselor
Updates

I've been working the past few

months to update the Religious

Emblems Counselor list for the

diocese.  My efforts are centered

around the guidelines stated in

the National Catholic

Committee on Scouting®

Religious Emblems Reference Manual:

"A trained Counselor cannot do his or her job if

Scouts do not know there are Counselors available.

To insure that those Scouts who are seeking a

Counselor can find one requires the development of

a Religious Emblems Counselor List. The list

should be reproduced for distribution to packs,

troops, teams, crews and ships. When changes are

made, these should be sent promptly to the units or

listed in the council bulletin so that all youth have

readily available the names, addresses and phone

numbers of Counselors. The list should be updated

at least once a year and mailed to at least every unit

leader of a Catholic-sponsored unit and Unit

Commissioners. Where possible, the list should be

sent to all unit leaders as many Catholic Scouts are

not in Catholic-sponsored

 units."

If you're a counselor and you have not

received a letter or email from me regarding your

status, please contact me as soon as possible.  

A new policy is being implemented, and

re-certification is now required every 3 years if

you're not teaching a class.  Training is offered

annually at the Catholic Scout Retreat which takes

place the weekend after Labor Day each year.  This

year's training class will be September 8th.  Other

training opportunities will be conducted as the need

arises and will be posted on the CCS website: 

www.catholicscouting-kcsj.com. 

  

Your inclusion in the Counselor List is

important.  If you're no longer interested in

conducting a religious emblem class, I need to

http://www.nccs-bsa.org
http://www.nccs-bsa.org
http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com


know that information so that you can be removed

from the database.  

Once the Counselor List is finalized it will

be published on the CCS website and distributed as

suggested by the NCCS.  

Thank you for your support of the religious

emblems program!!

Mary Stoner
CCS, Religious Emblems Chair
mstoner2005@comcast.net 

816-509-7702

St. George’s Trek

The Saint George Trek is The National Catholic

Committee on Scouting’s® high adventure Catholic

leadership program for older Catholic Boy Scouts

and Venture Crew members at Philmont Scout

Ranch. The program brings Catholic high school

youth from around the country together with

selected priests, religious and seminarians for

eleven days of backpacking in the context of a

vocation retreat.

Each Arch/diocese/Eparchy is encouraged to

conduct a search and nominate one or two Boy

Scouts or Venture Crew members for participation

in the Trek.  Because the program can only

accommodate seventy (70) youth, only two

participants per diocese will be accepted on a first

come, first served basis. Selection of participants is

made by the individual Arch/Diocese and is made

on the basis of demonstrated maturity, physical

ability, leadership potential, an interest the life of

the Church and an openness to the discernment of

vocation.

The earning of Scouting's Religious

Emblems and involvement in church, school and

scouting activities should be given consideration.

Candidates should be emotionally mature

adolescents who will be fifteen years of age on or

before July 1, 2019 in High School, no older than

eighteen (18) years old, and committed to assist

their Catholic Committee when they return home.

A female crew is planned pending sufficient

female registration.

The Saint George Trek is a one-time only

experience for youth. Previous youth participants

are not eligible.

Thanks to the financial commitment of

NCCS and generous benefactors the 2019 fee for

the Saint George Trek has been reduced to $900.00

per participant.

The fee will cover:

All Philmont Scout Ranch fees, Retreat House

lodging in Albuquerque, Philmont and Retreat

House Meals, Roundtrip Chartered bus travel

between Albuquerque and Philmont

Not Included in Fee:

Transportation to and from Albuquerque, New

Mexico, Personal gear, Normal personal expenses

Fee Schedule

A deposit of $225 per participant will be requested

upon acceptance.

October 1, 2018- Second payment due $225

December 1, 2018 - Third payment due $225

Final payment is due February 1, 2019 $225

    (Does not qualify for the adult religious award
square knot)

Female Membership in Cub Scouts.

As you are no doubt aware, girls in the BSA is not
something new. Girls have been officially registered
members of BSA programs since 1971. Girls can be
Venturers, Sea Scouts and Stem Scouts. They have
been serving on the staffs of numerous Boy Scout
Camps, as staff and participants at National
Jamborees and all of the BSA's High Adventure
Bases.

The Heart of America Council is
encouraging all Packs to admit girls to their
program, either as separate Dens or as separate
units.  Girls are not presently being considered for
Troop membership.  That will come later.

See position statement by the NCCS in the
December 2017 newsletter. 

mailto:mstoner2005@comcast.net




. 

 COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Chair: John Swartz:  816-523-5758
Vice Chair: Mike O'Neil, 816-436-4804 
Chaplain: Fr. Joe Powers, 816-285-8353
Secretary: Thomas Jewitt, 816-537-6104 
Treasurer: Joe Griggs  816-651-4869
Member-at-Large: Bill Kattner 
Religious Emblems: Mary Stoner, 816-509-7702
Religious Activities: Ken Fuenfhausen,  816-529-29711
Membership: Thomas Jewitt, 816-537-6104
Unit Relations: Cathy Albers, 816-313-9953
Scouter Development: John Ryan, 816-833-1141
Vocations: Vacant
Communications: R. Scott Smith, 816-588-3377 
Bartle Maintenance: Scott Baird, 816-363-3742
Emblem Counselor Training: Dave Tracewell
John Pileggi, John Wesling 
St. Joseph Committee Chair: Shannon Clark, 816-232-0477
Director, Diocesan Youth Ministry Office: Michael Nations 816-756-1850
Heart of America Council Liaison: Vacant 



Application Information for Catholic Committee Awards
The Bronze Pelican Emblem is a diocesan recognition defined by the Catholic Committee on Scouting with the approval
of the bishop.  It may be presented to any adult working in the Scouting Programs under Catholic auspices, to Catholics in
Units not partnered by the Church, and to those who have made significant contribution to Scouting in the field of
Catholic relationship.  It may be given to Catholic men and women, including priests and religious, or to non-Catholics.

The purpose of this emblem is to recognize an outstanding contribution to the spiritual development of Catholic
youth in the Scouting Programs. See the website for the application and guidelines for consideration.
http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com  Deadline: January 1, 2019 

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting®, acting through the local diocese or eparchy, may award the St. George
emblem to members of the laity and clergy, Scouters and non-Scouters alike, who have made significant and outstanding
contributions to the spiritual development of Catholic youths through Scouting. The recipients of the emblem are to be
sought after and selected by an active committee of the (arch)diocese/eparchy. Nomination forms should give a detailed
description of how the nominee provides outstanding contribution to the spiritual development of Catholic youths through
Scouting in the Catholic Church. It is improper to nominate oneself or one’s immediate family members. General
Scouting achievements do not qualify a person to receive the St. George emblem. See the website for the application and
guidelines for consideration.  http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com Deadline: January 1, 2019

http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com
http://Catholicscouting-kcsj.com

