
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 

through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship and service. 

 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

March 22, 2020 | Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 
Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone     (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.         (Closed noon until 1 p.m.)   
    office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      
Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 
Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Tommy Edenfield 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Tommy Butler 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:     6:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 a.m.  
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Sound amplification system – please contact the office 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance; seating 
available in front pews 
 
CONFESSIONS: 5:00-5:45 p.m. on Saturday OR by 

appointment 
 
St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10 a.m. – 12 noon 
   Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

 

"O Mary, you shine continuously on our 
journey as a sign of salvation and hope.  

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  
At the foot of the cross you participated in 

Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People,  

know what we need.  
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as 

you did at Cana of Galilee,  
joy and feasting might return after this moment 

of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
 and to do what Jesus tells us:  

He who took our sufferings upon himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us,  

through the cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection, Amen.  

We seek refuge under your protection,  
O Holy Mother of God.  

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to 
the test – and deliver us from every danger,  

O glorious and blessed Virgin.”  
                                   -  Pope Francis 

 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call the 

Parish Office or register on-line. 

mailto:hapragan@hotmail.com
mailto:office@saintmichaelstybee.org
http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection
http://www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee
http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/


Fr. Jerry’s Corner – March 22, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Those of you who attend our Sunday School for Disciples have been asked to create a prayer space 
where you can pray at a certain time each day.  It would be a good practice for all Catholics to do.  
How did you do with the spiritual exercise that I asked you during my homily last weekend to take 
up?  It can help tremendously combat coronavirus anxiety, if at the end of each day you include in 
your night prayers a prayer of gratitude for two good things, kindness, graces, or blessings that you 
experienced that day.  These are signs that God is accompanying you and will see you through this 
crisis. 

In your prayer space try these two spiritual exercises this week: 

• Read the Gospel for this Sunday -- John 9:1-41.  In the beginning of the Gospel, the blind man 
was simply a man on the street. By the end of the Gospel he was thrown out of the 
synagogue for defending Jesus. What changed him into a disciple?  Talk to God about your 
spiritual blindness and how you’d like to relate to God.  Which of these titles fits you: passer-
by, believer, confessor, challenger, or disciple? 
 

• Read Scripture for difficult times -- Sirach 2:1-18.  The word “fear” is used quite differently 
from the normal way, we use it.  Talk to God about what it means for you to fear the Lord. 

To Do List 

 Take the Disciple Makers Index Survey 
 Contribute to the Annual Catholic Appeal 
 Mail-in your Offertory or set up a regular contribution through on-line banking 
 Prepare to make a good Confessions  
 Abstain from meat on Friday 

Look for an email from me on Tuesday concerning opportunities for Confession. 

For Catholics, Holy Communion is our greatest source of spiritual comfort.  These are hard days for 
us.  In 2003, St. Pope John Paul II wrote in his encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia:   

In the Eucharist, “unlike any other sacrament, the mystery [of communion] is so perfect that it brings 
us to the heights of every good thing: Here is the ultimate goal of every human desire, because here 
we attain God and God joins himself to us in the most perfect union.” Precisely for this reason it is 
good to cultivate in our hearts a constant desire for the sacrament of the Eucharist. This was the 
origin of the practice of “spiritual communion,” which has happily been established in the Church for 
centuries and recommended by saints who were masters of the spiritual life. St. Teresa of Jesus 
wrote: “When you do not receive communion and you do not attend Mass, you can make a spiritual 
communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be greatly impressed on 
you” [The Way of Perfection, Ch. 35.].  

I continue to prayer for your good health and for a timely end to this worldwide pandemic. 

If you have a question or just need to talk, please feel free to call me.  706-267-1073.  The Office 
has restrictions on walk-ins.  Please call before you come.  912-786-4505 

 

 



The following editorial is taken from Our Sunday Visitor webpage.  In this strange time of anxiety, canceled 
Masses, and “social distancing,” we all need a way to stay connected with our faith and with one another. To 
meet that need, OSV is introducing a new, totally free, newsletter: “Keeping the Faith Amid COVID-19.”  You 
can sign-up at www.osvnews.com   

Editorial: Stay home; we are all in this together 
Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board March 17, 2020  

These are strange days.  As Americans, we are used to our freedom, which allows us to do what we like, 
when we like it — even to our own detriment. No questions asked.  So, when we find ourselves in this time 
of restricted freedom, it feels … deeply unfamiliar, upsetting and even wrong.  But as the fight against the 
invisible threat of COVID-19 rages around us, here we are inconvenienced, restricted and, for some of us, 
alone. And the best thing we can do for ourselves, our loved ones and our neighbors is to stay put. 

This means that many of our regular routines will have to change as much as humanly possible. It means 
that conveniences we have come to know, love and expect as our birthright will be severely limited. It 
means that we will not be able to lead with “I want” but rather “we need.”  For Catholics, this is both 
innate and inconceivable.  It’s innate in that loving our neighbor as yourself goes to the very heart of what 
it means to be a Christian. We are meant to put “we need” — the common good — ahead of “I want.” At 
this moment in time, we are called to restrict our own actions — in every possible way — for the good 
others, especially the most vulnerable. The spread of the disease is exponential, and even those who 
have mild symptoms — or no symptoms at all — may greatly harm others. 

In an episode of “The Daily,” Donald G. McNeil Jr., a reporter with The New York Times who has covered 
infectious diseases for decades, explains clearly what’s at stake.  “Do you have a parent? Do you have a 
grandparent? Do you want to be the vector that carries that disease to them? Do you know anybody and 
love anybody who’s older and might be frail? You don’t want your last memory of that person being that 
you gave them the virus that killed them. You’ll kick yourself for the rest of your life if you did that.”  That 
should be enough to make any person of goodwill understand what is at stake — and act accordingly. 

But, yes, some restrictions we now face are inconceivable. In an attempt to do the least harm, most 
public Masses have been canceled. To say this is painful for many who have come to expect and rely on 
receiving Jesus daily or weekly during the celebration of the Eucharist is an understatement. It seems 
unfathomable that, in the midst of Lent, with Easter approaching, we might be physically separated from 
Our Lord. 

It is our consolation, then, that the Lord is never separated from us. We are reminded that where two or 
three are gathered, he is there with us. For those of you reading this newspaper, that includes you. You 
are a part of Our Sunday Visitor’s community, and Jesus is present with you at this very moment and 
always. You are not alone. 

In her comments at the White House briefing Monday, March 16, Dr. Deborah Birx, White House 
coronavirus response coordinator, said, “The only thing we have right now is the amazing ingenuity and 
compassion of the American people.  “We’re appealing to all Americans to take … steps to protect each 
other and to ensure that the virus doesn’t spread,” she added. “They will only work if every American 
takes this together to heart and responds as one nation and one people to stop the spread of this virus.” 

Because of a deadly virus, we are unable to participate in Mass in this country and around the world. We 
likely will reach a point where we won’t even be able to enter churches. Do not let these drastic measures 
be in vain. Stay home if you can. Take every precaution. We are all in this together. Each one of us has a 
responsibility to the common good, and every decision we make has the potential to impact both 
ourselves and others — for good or for ill. 

Fr. Jerry Ragan 

http://www.osvnews.com/


PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in prayer 
the week of March 22nd:    

  -Amy and David Delamater 
  -Mary and Arthur Hebert 
  -Cheryl and M ike McGreevy 
 
PRAYER LIST: Robby Armstrong, Pat Ason, Mary 

Ellen Beytagh, Jimmy Burke, Kerry 
Burke, Anna Bryant, Ken Colquitt, 
Margaret Dulohery, Sonja Edelman, 
Michelle Dubuc Gleason, Cheryl Di 
Giovanni, Charlie Johnson, Kyle Joyce, 
Brenda Manucy, Eleanor Remedio, Mary 
Smoak, Teah Stillings, Phyllis Watkins, 
and Angie Weidner. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  
If you would like to donate 
flowers for an anniversary, 
birthday, or memorial, call 
the Parish Office.  Cost: 
$80. 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL: Thank you to all 
who have responded to the ACA with a one time 
offering or pledge. Each one of us is Christ to all we 
meet. 
 

DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX SURVEY: Have you 
completed your survey? This survey 
is not a family survey, it is per 
individual (18 years +). Please help us 
participate by completing a 10-15 
minute survey as soon as possible. Go 

to  www.disciplemakerindex.com or call the office for 
a copy of the survey (912)786-4505.  Thank you for 
helping with this important project! 
 
PLANT SALE: The members of the Tybee Island 
Catholic Women’s Club are most grateful to St. 
Michael’s Parish for support of their spring plant 
sale. Plant orders are still scheduled for pick up at the 
Church on Sat., Mar 28 from 10AM to 12PM, from 
the side yard between the parking lot and the parish 
office. We will keep you informed of any changes in 
pick-up times and/or location.  
 
ABUSE HOTLINE NUMBER: To report sexual 
abuse of a minor by a Diocese of Savannah employee 
or volunteer, call the abuse hotline number at 888-
357-5330 or the Office for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, 912-201-4074. To read the 
diocesan policy on sexual abuse of minors, go to 
www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: The blind man was 
willing to let Jesus minister to him and willingly did 
all Jesus asked of him. The Pharisees were more 
resistant to His message, spending their time and 
energy to disprove the miracle. Which am I more like, 
the man born blind or the Pharisees? 

Sacrificial Giving  
March 15, 2020 
 
Yearly Offertory Budget                 $ 324,000.00      
Weekly Average Needed                $     6,230.77 
 

Collected Offertory                         $     5,876.00 
Same Time Last Year                      $    3,795.00    

Budgeted YTD                                 $ 230,538.49 
Collected YTD    $ 261,836.79 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     2,420.00 
ACA (Paid-One Time/Pledges)    $   14,540.83 

Sat. Mar. 21       † Jake Bock 
Sun. Mar. 22         The Parish                          
Mon. Mar. 23     † Walter Muller, Jr   
Tues. Mar. 24     † Barbara Bramble 
Wed. Mar. 25     † Walter Muller       
Thurs. Mar 26    † Martin Bennison     
Fri. Mar. 27         
Sat. Mar. 28        † Evelyn Kunze       
 

 
Sun., Mar 22 Sunday School for Disciples Canceled 
Mon., Mar 23 Adoration/Penance Service Canceled 
Wed., Mar 25 Stations of the Cross/Soup Canceled 
Wed., Mar 25 Choir Practice 5:45 PM 
Wed., Mar 25 Parish Night Out Canceled 
Sun., Mar 29 Mass at the Pier Canceled 
 

MEET MARIA ANA: Maria Ana and her brothers 
receive one meal a day at school, so that they can 
focus on achieving their dreams. How was education 
important for your future? How can you/we ensure 
that all young people have a chance to be educated? 
Consider contributing with CRS Rice Bowls. How 
about a one time gift if you haven’t already picked up 
a rice bowl from the Church. Rice bowl contributions 
will be collected on Palm Sunday.  For more 
information about Maria Ana visit crsricebowl.org. 
 

SUPPORT OF OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES AND 
FRIENDS ON TYBEE: Since we can’t have our 
monthly parish night out this March…how about 
considering a show of our appreciation and support 
to the owner and the staff at Fannies by getting to-go 
orders on Wed., Mar 25th? 
 

“O God protect us against the ravages of illness. Stop 
the advance of the coronavirus disease that threatens 
the human family across the globe. We pray through 
the intercession of Your Mother, Refuge of the Sick 
and in the name and power of Your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. – Bishop Robert Reed 

http://www.disciplemakerindex.com/
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