
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 

through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship and service. 

 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

March 29, 2020 | Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 
Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone     (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.         (Closed noon until 1 p.m.)   
    office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      
Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 
Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Tommy Edenfield 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Tommy Butler 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:     6:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 a.m.  
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Sound amplification system – please contact the office 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance; seating 
available in front pews 
 
CONFESSIONS: 5:00-5:45 p.m. on Saturday OR by 

appointment 
 
St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10 a.m. – 12 noon 
   Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 
 

defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against 

the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray, and 
do thou, O Prince of 
the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God,  
thrust into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits, 
 who prowl about the 

world, seeking the ruin 
 of souls.  Amen. 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call the 

Parish Office or register on-line. 

I I 
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Fr. Jerry’s Corner – March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

I know most of us struggle with celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation, but for those who rise to the 
challenge, there is something sacramentally wonderful and healing about the one to one experience of 
confessing your sins to another.  The Church has therefore always been reluctant to give a general absolution to 
a large group of people.  This pandemic threatens the lives of a great many people yet on the local level our 
Bishop doesn’t believe the threat level has risen to the point where he can permit the general absolution of our 
sins. 

I was working on a plan for going to confession before Easter that would respect the need for social distancing, 
but when Mayor Johnson issued the Shelter at Home order for Savannah which is in effect through April 8th, I 
thought it prudent to reconsider my plan, even though this is Tybee and not Savannah.   Following the Mayor’s 
order, the Vicar General of the Diocese, Fr. Daniel Firmin sent out an email stating, “Confessions should be 
canceled and the faithful referred to paragraph 1452 of the Catechism.”   

The following quote from the Holy Father’s homily at a recent private Mass may help you to understand paragraph 
1452 of the Catechism: "What can I do if I can't find a priest?" The Holy Father responds: "Do what the Catechism 
says [CCC 1452 When it arises from a love by which God is loved above all else, contrition is called “perfect” 
(contrition of charity). Such contrition remits venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the 
firm resolution to have recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible.1]; it is very clear: if you don't find 
a priest to hear your confession, talk with God, He is your Father, and tell Him the truth. 'Lord, I've done this, and 
that, and that...I'm sorry,' and ask Him for forgiveness with all your heart, with the Act of Contrition and promise 
Him: 'Afterwards I will go to confession but forgive me now' and you will return to God's grace immediately. As the 
Catechism teaches, you yourself can approach God's forgiveness without having a priest at hand." 

But hopefully, you’ll still find some use for occasionally having your ole parish priest at hand.  I hope all in our faith 
community will pull through this pandemic but pandemic or not, anytime you fear that you are in danger of dying, 
please call on me to anoint you.  Not being able to come to Church to receive the Sacraments, hopefully gives us a 
great appreciation and hunger to be with Jesus in Holy Communion and experience his love and forgiveness in 
Confession.  But in danger of death, I see it as my duty to bring the Lord to you.  So, don’t hesitate to call 706-267-
1073 

Practicing Spiritual Communion 
From Our Sunday Visitor, March 29th, 2020  

It’s important to recall that, although our obligation to attend Mass might be dispensed, we are never dispensed 
from honoring the Third Commandment to “keeping holy the Sabbath.” Sunday remains to be set apart as another 
opportunity to grow in communion with the Lord. When we are unable physically to attend Mass, we may consider 
the practice of “spiritual communion” — an act to which the saints have given a consistent witness. 

Spiritual Communion is a traditional practice of expressing to the Lord our longing for him and our desire for him 
to enter our hearts. St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) said: “When you do not receive communion and you do not 
attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be 
greatly impressed on you.”  

St. Jean-Marie Vianney (1786-1859), the famous country priest from Ars, France, once said “when we feel the love 
of God growing cold, let us instantly make a spiritual Communion. When we cannot go to the church, let us turn 
towards the tabernacle; no wall can shut us out from the good God.” 

How might we go about making a spiritual Communion? St. Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868), the French “apostle 
of the Eucharist,” suggested the following format: 

“If you do not receive (holy Communion) sacramentally, receive spiritually by making the following acts: conceive a 
real desire to be united to Jesus Christ by acknowledging the need you have to love His life; arouse yourself to 
perfect contrition for all your sins, past and present, by considering the infinite goodness and sanctity of God; 
receive Jesus Christ in spirit in your inmost soul, entreating Him to give you the grace to live entirely for Him, since 
you can live only by him; imitate Zacchaeus in his good resolutions and thank our Lord that you have been able to 
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hear Holy Mass, and make a spiritual Communion; offer in thanksgiving a special act of homage, a sacrifice, an 
act of virtue, and beg the blessing of Jesus Christ upon yourself and all your relatives and friends.” 

While there is no formula prescribed by the Church to make an act of spiritual communion, prayers composed by 
various saints are part of the Church’s rich treasury of devotions. One of the more popular acts of spiritual 
communion comes from St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787): 

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen.” 

Prayer is key to keeping a sane and balanced life during this insane pandemic.  Those of you who started the 
current course, The Ignatian Adventure, in our Sunday School for Disciples group have an excellent resource for 
prayer in Fr. O’Brien’s book.  If the weeks of social distancing drag on, I will try to connect with the group through 
audio/video conferencing.  I’m not sure if the grace of our normal gathering will translate through an electronic 
medium, but we can give it a try.  But first this week, I want to see if some of you, would be open to one on one 
spiritual direction, which has the potential of being a much richer experience.   

For the first week, we won’t try to get too intense with this.  I want to start with 20-minute time slots.  I’ll offer three 
conference times each day on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday with the first conference time beginning at 10am, 
the second at 10:30, and the third at 11:00.  Text me with your name, 1st and 2nd choice of time, and if you want to 
do voice or face time.  I’ll text you back to confirm the time and I’ll initiate the call at the scheduled time.  The focus 
will be on the second week of prayer, but it can be on anything you need it to be.  You need not be a member of the 
SSD group to reserve a time slot for spiritual direction. 

This past week I recommended that you offer prayers for our health care professionals who are on the front line: Dr. 
Scott Pottratz who is an ER physician, his daughter Sarah Henriquez who is a PA and also works in an Emergency 
Room, Jennifer Wagner who is an Urgent Care Nurse Practitioner, Betty Dixon who is Nursing Director of Public 
Health for all of coastal Georgia,  Lerma Pierce who is a nurse at Oceanside here on Tybee, and my nephew, Marc 
Mongeau, a pulmonary Doctor at a South Jersey Hospital.  

In the coming week, I’d ask you to be mindful in your prayer of those who are at risk in our nursing homes, 
especially the Catholic residents at Oceanside Nursing Home: Jim Adams, Virginia Caceres, Brenda Helmey, David 
Bell, and Kathy Walls.  Since our Extraordinary Ministers are restricted from entering these days, I gave David Bell a 
battlefield commission and he is able to distribute our Lord to his fellow residents. 

This memo from the Diocese was received on Thursday: 

Effective today, we have placed the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) on a temporary and mindful hold.  Faced with 
the uncertainty of when churches will reopen as well as possible financial changes for our donors, it is not the 
right time to continue with the active phase of the annual appeal. 

So, what does this mean for the ACA?  With a temporary hold on the appeal, we will not actively seek new 
donations from our donors…. For donors who have already made their commitments and are currently making 
pledge payments, pledge payments will continue as usual until the donor contacts us directly to make a change.  
If donors choose to make a gift or pledge to the ACA from today on, that gift will be processed as usual….  We 
will resume the appeal in the fall and more information on when and how that will be done will be sent to you all 
in the coming months.   

Keep well.  I will offer a prayer for the well-being of all members of our faith community in my private Masses 
this week. 

Fr. Jerry Ragan 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in 
prayer the week of March 29th: 
 

   -Sue and Arnie Seyden 
  -Gill ian and Steven Sprague 
  -Theresa and Scott Pottratz 
 
PRAYER LIST:  Robby Armstrong, Pat Ason, Mary 

Ellen Beytagh, Anna Bryant, Ken 
Colquitt, Dolores Cox, Margaret 
Dulohery, Sonja Edelman, Michelle 
Dubuc Gleason, Cheryl Di Giovanni, 
Charlie Johnson, Kyle Joyce, Brenda 
Manucy, Eleanor Remedio, Mary 
Smoak, Teah Stillings, Phyllis 
Watkins, and Angie Weidner. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  
If you would like to 
donate flowers for an 
anniversary, birthday, 
or memorial, call the 
Parish Office.  Cost: 
$80. 
 
DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX SURVEY: Have you 

completed your survey? Time is 
running out; survey ends on Palm 
Sunday. This survey is not a 
family survey, it is per individual 
(18 years +). You do not have to 
be registered at the parish. Please 

help us participate by completing a 10-15-minute 
survey as soon as possible. Go to 
www.disciplemakerindex.com or call the office for 
a copy of the survey (912)786-4505.  Thank you for 
helping with this important project! 
 
LIVESTREAMING: There will 
be a Praise and Worship Service 
live streamed on Saturday at 
5:00 PM. Father will celebrate a  
Private Mass and live stream it 
on Sunday at 9:30AM. Both will 
be on our St. Michael’s website. 
Go to saintmichaelstybee.org and scroll down close 
to the bottom of the home page, St. Michael 
Catholic Church – Weekend Mass, and click on the 
arrow to view. 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER: When Jesus heard 
about the illness of His friend, Lazarus, He 
responded, “This illness is not to end in death; rather 
it is for God’s glory, that through it the Son of God 
may be glorified.” Every aspect of our lives – our gifts 
as well as our sufferings – can, if surrendered to 
Christ, lead to blessing for others and ourselves. See 
John 11:4 

Sacrificial Giving  
March 22, 2020 
 
Yearly Offertory Budget               $ 324,000.00      
Weekly Average Needed              $     6,230.77 
 

Collected Offertory                       $     2,510.00 
Same Time Last Year                   $     5,151.00 
Catholic Relief Services               $        210.00    

Budgeted YTD                               $ 236,769.26 
Collected YTD    $ 264,346.79 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     2,420.00 
ACA (Paid-One Time/Pledges)    $   14,815.83 

Sat. Mar. 28      † Evelyn Kunze 
Sun. Mar. 29        The Parish                          
Mon. Mar. 30    † Walter Muller, Jr   
Tues. Mar. 31    † Walter Muller, Jr 
Wed. Apr. 1       † Mildred Lowenthal       
Thurs. Apr. 2     † Eileen Wheat (A)     
Fri. Apr. 3         
Sat. Apr. 4          † Jake Bock       
 

 
Sat., Mar 28 Praise and Worship Service Live 

Stream 5:00 PM 
Sun., Mar 29 Private Mass Live Stream 9:30 AM 
Wed., Apr 1 Choir Practice 5:45 PM Canceled 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO DREAM: 
Young people must me 
provided good nutrition to be 
able to persue their dreams. Did 
you have the opportunity to 
dream? What can you do to give young people the 
opportunity to dream? Visit crsricebowl.org for 
more. 
 
SOCIAL APOSTOLATE: Help those in need! Due 
to the public health emergency the Social 
Apostolate can no longer serve meals in their 
dining room. However, the food pantry is still open 
so they can feed families and the elderly. There is a 
need for all the ususal food items and hygiene 
products. No one is allowed in the building except 
staff. Donations can be left in a bin outside the 
door, Mon to Fri from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Donors 
are asked to call and let them know you are 
coming, (912) 233-1877. Donations can also be 
dropped off at the Church on the bench by the St. 
Michael Shrine. Thank you for your generosity! 
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Beer . Wine . L:1quor 
For All Your Party Needs 
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COFFEE • BREAKFAS 

If It's Something You Use ... 
You'll Find It Al CHU's 

Open 7 days 10 a111 Daily 

786-4561 
6 Tybri sa St. (Formerly 16th St.) 

Tybee Island, GA 
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Call OC Direct (843) 288-0101 
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Specialty-Restoration 
Waterproofing 

Contractors 

• Ext. Building Restoration & 

Waterproofing 
• Ext. Finish & Stucco Systems 

• Paint - Ext., Int. & Decorative 

• Stone, Tile & Paving Systems 

912-236-4423 

Accountants 
on Tybee 

Alfred D. Waite 
Ted Lynch, C PA. 

786-0878 

Need Prayer? 
Got Prayer? 

A Personal Chef Service 

Sunrise Restaurant 

II) 
912.786.5500 

1

" • •• ~ • \~ 701 Butler Ave 

Please 

Remember 

St. Michael's 

in your Will. 

The Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for the needs 

of our parishioners. 
If you, or someone you 

love, has a prayer 
request, please email 

stillmaam5 I 695@gmail.com 786-7473 

1 
st. Michael~ 
Thrift Shop 

Good stuff for a 
good cause! 

Open 10 am-Noon Wed., Fri., & Sat. 
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fox & 1Wuk,s 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Since 1882 

www.foxandweeks.com 
Islands Chapel Hodgson Chapel 

4605 Hwy. 80 East 7200 Hodgson Memorial Dr. 
898-0900 352-7200 

MDDJAI..A.'1lCIIMAmN5U\1Ql ., 
fox& 1Weth 
FUNIU.l DIUCTOIS 

Sm"'2 

.-:i Finduson 
at Facebook 

McNomoroAdoms 

I
, n Attorneys & Counselors at Law z, Real Estate Closings • Wills and Probate 

~ www.McNamaraAdamsAtLaw.com 

912.355.1109 

Thank You for Advertising 
in our St. Michael's Bulletin 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Murphy's Services 
Joseph Murphy ~ 
Handyman 

All Jobs $40/hour 
912-713-2189 

Specializing in small jobs 
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