
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 

through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship and service. 

 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

April 26, 2020 | Third Sunday of Easter
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 
Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone     (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, Due to Covid-19 Please Call 
    office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      
Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 
Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Tommy Edenfield 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Tommy Butler 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:   NO Mass Due to Covid-19 
Sunday: Live Stream 9:30AM 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday –   
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
Live Stream Only – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Sound amplification system – please contact the office 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance; seating 
available in front pews 
 
CONFESSIONS:  
 
St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
 Closed Temporarily Due to Covid-19 
   Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 
 

defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against 

the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray, and 
do thou, O Prince of 
the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God,  
thrust into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits, 
 who prowl about the 

world, seeking the ruin 
 of souls.  Amen. 

 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call the 

Parish Office or register on-line. 

Open our Eyes, Lord 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
mailto:hapragan@hotmail.com
mailto:office@saintmichaelstybee.org
http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
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http://www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee


Fr. Jerry’s Corner – April 26, 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter 

So, what should be the new normal? Do we follow the 
Bishop’s lead, the Governor’s lead or the scientists’ lead who 
suggest we practice social distancing until June 19th.  I do not 
know. Before leaving for Atlanta, The Bishop has his last 
meeting with the Presbyterial Council on Tuesday. Perhaps, 
we will have a better sense of when the Churches will be 
open at that point. I know there are many, many people who 
are suffering during this pandemic, so I am reluctant to say 
that my life for these past two years has been wonderful. I 
am living the dream – being a parish priest on Tybee. I feel 

guilty saying this but even now life is good. God does not owe me a thing. But having said that, I 
would not mind having a few more years of living the dream before the Lord calls me home to live 
the eternal Dream Life. As a person in the high-risk category and as someone who would be 
horrified to know that I was spreading a deadly virus, social distancing makes a lot of sense to me. 
So, until a vaccine is developed for the virus, my circle of contacts will remain small. But a vaccine 
is a long way off, so I know we need to figure a way forward even with the risks.  
 

Once we hear from the Diocese, we will figure out some common-sense ways to move forward that 
respect the fact that this virus knows no boundaries and spreads easily. In the meantime, if you 
need Confession or have a deep desire to receive Holy Communion, please give me a call. 
Otherwise stay tuned. Stay home, stay well, and in all things stay close to God. 
 

Livestreamed or on demand at the bottom of our Website 
 

Praise and Worship Service on Saturday at 5pm 
 

Sunday Mass on Sunday at 9:30am 
 

Agave - 912-472-9022 is the takeout Restaurant of the Week 
 

Thanks for your continued support of our Offertory. Our Faith Community is blessed by so many 
good stewards. It is now possible to give online at the top of our website. 

https://saintmichaelstybee.org/  
 

 

President Trump on Wednesday said he disagreed with Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp's decision to re-
open a number of industries in his state, including hair salons and tattoo parlors, saying that he 
thought the move was premature in the face of the continuing coronavirus pandemic.  -NPR 
 

 
A Coronavirus Prayer 
 

Loving God, Your desire is for our wholeness and wellbeing. 
 

We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this time. 
 

We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. 
 

We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future.  
 

We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.  
 

Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good. 
 

Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to come together in 
spirit and in solidarity. 
 

Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence, 
 

You, the God who does not abandon.  Amen!  Amen! 

Should I stav or 
should I go? 

I 

IStav I 
I 

!Trouble I 

I 
I 

I Go I 
I 

I Trouble x2 I 
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The Cold Calculations America’s Leaders Will Have to Make Before Reopening 
 
By Peter Baker   April 22, 2020 
 
WASHINGTON — How many deaths are acceptable to reopen the country before the coronavirus is 
completely eradicated? “One is too many,” President Trump insists, a politically safe formulation 
that any leader would instinctively articulate. 
 
But that is not the reality of Mr. Trump’s reopen-soon approach. Nor for that matter will it be the 
bottom line for even those governors who want to go slower. Until there is a vaccine or a cure for the 
coronavirus, the macabre truth is that any plan to begin restoring public life invariably means trading 
away some lives. The question is how far will leaders go to keep it to a minimum. 
 
Some of the more provocative voices on the political right say that with tens of millions of Americans out 
of work and businesses collapsing, some people must be sacrificed for the greater good of restoring the 
economy quickly. To many, that sounds unthinkable, but less inflammatory experts and policymakers also 
acknowledge that there are enormous costs to keeping so much of the work force idle, with many of the 
unemployed struggling to pay for food, shelter or medical care for other health challenges. 
 
And so, the nation’s leaders are left with the excruciating dilemma of figuring out how to balance life 
and livelihood on a scale unseen in generations. “Every governor in the nation is asking that,” Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, where 2,700 have died and more than 1 million have lost jobs, said 
this week. “There’s no such thing as zero risk in the world in which we’re living. But we know that not 
taking measures to control the spread means that’s going to translate into lives lost.” 
 
With no cure available for the coronavirus and no vaccine likely for another year or more, governors 
in hard-hit states are seeking ways to minimize the number of additional deaths by staging and 
structuring any reopening. Time and testing are key, according to public health experts. The longer 
a quarantine can be extended the better, they say, and the more testing made available, the easier 
it would be to properly calibrate a reopening and respond to any new outbreak. 
 
Pushing to restore business sooner rather than later, Mr. Trump has dismissed waiting until 
comprehensive testing provides a better map of where the infection has spread. Instead, the 
federal government’s guidelines envision “sentinel surveillance” testing of vulnerable places like 
nursing homes and inner-city health centers, while gradually reopening businesses, schools, and 
other venues in stages with precautions like masks, gloves, and social distancing. 
 
All of which could mitigate future infections but would not halt them. The reason the death toll 
projection may be closer to 60,000 rather than the 2 million of one estimate was because society 
largely shut down. One recent study said that the 60,000 deaths would have been 6,000 had 
quarantine measures been imposed just two weeks earlier. So easing measures means the death 
toll will go up even with safeguards. 
 
But remaining closed is not without a cost either. In just four weeks, a staggering 22 million 
Americans have lost their jobs, the equivalent of the entire labor force of 23 states. 
 
President Trump has dismissed the idea of waiting until comprehensive testing allows 
communities to better understand how far the virus has spread. 
 
The question divides not only the nation but even families. Rahm Emanuel, the former mayor of 
Chicago and White House chief of staff, and his brother, Dr. Ezekiel J. Emanuel, a prominent 
medical ethicist and vice provost of global initiatives at the University of Pennsylvania, have 
engaged in a running quarrel about how soon society should reopen. 
 
Rahm Emanuel considers it untenable to keep most of the country closed until the virus is 
completely under control, while Ezekiel Emanuel maintains that the pandemic is too much of a 
threat to rush back to life as usual. 



“There’s nothing you can do risk free. Nothing,” Rahm Emanuel said last week. “And the missing 
ingredient is what do you think the public can accept and what will you do to be forthright and 
honest?” The public, he said, understands that life comes with peril as long as measures are taken 
to minimize it. “If you reduce the speed limit dramatically, you’d have less deaths,” Mr. Emanuel 
said. “But we allow it to go to a certain level.” 
 
In a separate call, Ezekiel Emanuel said: “I think Rahm is wrong on how bad it could be by letting it 
run around the population. I’m not for keeping the economy closed forever. Sometimes my brother 
paints me in a picture. But you have to do it safely. Safely doesn’t mean no deaths. I never said no 
Covid deaths. But you have to do it in a way that is measured, not irresponsible where you’re going 
to get to 2 million deaths.” 
 
The trade-offs have stirred angry exchanges since the start of the lockdowns. Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
of Texas, who is 70, said last month that older people like himself should be ready to risk death to 
save the economy for their grandchildren, comments he defended on Fox News on Monday night. 
In a separate appearance on Fox last week, Dr. Mehmet Oz, the television host, cited a study to 
argue that reopening schools “may only cost us 2 to 3 percent in terms of total mortality,” calling it 
“a trade-off some folks would consider.” After a backlash, he said he “misspoke” and expressed 
regret that he “confused and upset people.” 
 
Some of those charged with making these decisions said far more information is required to 
reopen with enough confidence to constrain further spread of the virus and avoid a deadly second 
wave. Gov. Philip D. Murphy of New Jersey said his state would need to double the number of tests. 
 
“You have to crack the back of the personal health piece before you can crack the back of the 
economic piece,” he said this week. Noting that 177 people in his state died the day before, he 
added: “The house is still on fire and the fire brigade is still out there trying to put the fire out.” 
 
The situation, not surprisingly, looks different in different parts of the country. The trade-offs in 
Wyoming, where there have been six deaths, or in Hawaii, with 12 deaths, hardly compare to those 
in New Jersey, where more than 5,000 have died, or in New York, where more than 15,000 have 
died. 
 
The United States has always tolerated a certain amount of preventable death. To use Rahm 
Emanuel’s example, Americans reduce traffic fatalities by requiring seatbelts and airbags, 
imposing speed limits and employing police. But until better technology is perfected, the only way 
to actually stop all car crashes — banning cars — is untenable, so some deaths are countenanced, a 
total of 38,800 in 2019. 
 
Auto accidents are not communicable so not an apples-to-apples comparison to the coronavirus. 
But the ordinary flu still claims thousands of lives a year — anywhere from 12,000 in the 2011-12 
season up to an estimated 61,000 in 2017-18 — which society accepts without stay-at-home 
orders. Those seasonal deaths, however, are spread over many months, while the coronavirus hit 
with catastrophic fury in a matter of weeks and would have caused even more devastation without 
the quarantines. 
 
Government makes money-versus-lives trade-offs all the time. When a regulatory agency weighs a 
new safety rule, it measures the cost to industry or consumers against the gain by assigning a 
dollar value to each life that might be saved. If a new rule costs billions of dollars but would only 
prevent a few dozen deaths, it likely would not be adopted — even though someone would die as a 
result. 
 
The idea that the government translates life to dollars and cents may sound bloodless, but it is not 
unusual. A White House report from 2017, for instance, estimated the cost of 41,000 deaths 
attributed to opioid overdoses in 2015 at $431.7 billion, an average of $10.5 million per person. 
 



 
By that calculation, the 60,000 deaths projected from the coronavirus would be valued at $631.8 
billion — while the roughly 2 million lives theoretically saved by lockdowns would be worth about 
$21 trillion, or nearly eight times the $2.7 trillion in relief spending brokered by Congress and 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. 
 
But James H. Stock, a Harvard economist who served on President Barack Obama’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, said this crisis goes beyond such ordinary calculations because a shuttered 
economy represents an almost existential threat to the very idea of America. 
 
“We really have to be talking not just about our reduction in consumption in the short run but what 
this is going to be doing to the economy and the republic in the long run,” he said. “It’s those big 
issues that we’ve been afraid to talk about. A year of this and we would just see an unrecognizable 
transformation of what America would look like coming out of it.” 
 
Only essential businesses are open in most states. 
 
Stephen Moore, a conservative economist who serves on Mr. Trump’s reopening committee, said 
those advocating restarting the economy are caricatured as putting profits over lives. 
 
“I reject this idea that the people who are for keeping the economy shut down are the angels 
because they’re the ones who care about human life,” said Mr. Moore, who has coordinated with 
lockdown protesters. “What about the poverty? What about the suicides? What about the child 
abuse cases and the alcoholism and the drug overdoses and the depression and all of the negative 
effects to health and well-being that are associated with an economy in recession?” 
 
Studies show that depression, drug use and suicides spike during economic hardship, including 
after the last recession, and the all-consuming focus of the medical system on the coronavirus in 
certain areas has delayed other medical care. Yet that might be offset by falling violent crime, car 
crashes, workplace accidents and air pollution. Vehicle collisions in California decreased by half 
after its stay-at-home order went into effect while murder and air pollution are each down 25 
percent in New York City. 
 
Some scholars argue that reopening too quickly would actually hurt the economy, particularly if it 
resulted in a second wave that destroyed public confidence. A study of the 1918 influenza 
pandemic found that cities that closed schools and banned public gatherings earlier and kept them 
shut longer not only had fewer deaths but emerged better economically. 
 
Governor Murphy said resuming public life would not succeed if people did not feel certain that the 
virus had been contained. Indeed, 76 percent of Americans said social distancing should continue 
as long as needed to curb the virus even if it meant continued damage to the economy, according 
to a new poll by Politico and Morning Consult, while just 14 percent favored an end to restrictions 
to stimulate the economy even if it meant spreading the virus. 
 
“If you opened every restaurant in New Jersey tomorrow, I don’t think anybody would show up,” 
Governor Murphy said. “It’s not like we’re holding back some pent-up demand. I don’t blame them 
— there are folks out there who are frustrated, who have cabin fever, who want to break free. So, 
do I, by the way. But I think folks also want to have confidence that they’re not going to get sick 
and die.” 

Fr. Jerry Ragan 

 

 



PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in 
prayer the week of April 26th: 
 

  -David Bell 
  -Anne Blanco 
  -Maria and Bill Scott 
 

PRAYER LIST:  Robby Armstrong, Mary Ellen 
Beytagh, Anna Bryant, Ken 
Colquitt, Margaret Dulohery, Mike 
Elliott, Michelle Dubuc Gleason, 
Cheryl Di Giovanni, Charlie 
Johnson, Kyle Joyce, Brenda 
Manucy, Fr. Dan O’Connell, 
Eleanor Remedio, Mary Smoak, 
Teah Stillings, Phyllis Watkins, Bob 
Wheat and Angie Weidner. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  
The altar flowers this 
weekend are for St. 
Michael’s Parishioners. 
If you would like to donate flowers for an 
anniversary, birthday, or memorial, call the Parish 
Office. Cost: $80. 
 

WITH THE LORD:  We extend 
sympathy to the family of Cristina Scott, 
daughter of Bill and Maria Scott, who 
died on Sun., Apr. 19, 2020. May the 
Lord raise her up to life eternal. 

 

BE LIGHT: A MARRIAGE RENEWAL DATE 
NIGHT SERIES: This is a Free Virtual Catholic 
Marriage Date Night Series being offered five 
nights, April 26-30, at 8 PM. The 5 part series 
features 5 couples who will share real tips for 
renewing your marriage during this unique time 
in our lives. Register at 
https://witnesstolove.org/belight/ and let your 
marriage BE LIGHT!   
 

ONLINE GIVING: Online giving is now on St. 
Michael’s website, www.saintmichaelstybee.org. 
Just click on the Online Giving link at the top of 
the web page and follow the prompts. You can 
make a one time gift or recurring to the general 
offertory plus special collections. Thank you!! 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: The disciples on 
the road to Emmaus walked and talked with 
Jesus all day long, but it was not until they 
offered Him hospitality and He blessed and 
broke the bread that they recognized Him. 
Simple acts of loving kindness still reveal the 
presence of God in our midst. 

Sacrificial Giving  
April 19, 2020 
 

Yearly Offertory Budget            $ 324,000.00      
Weekly Average Needed           $     6,230.77 
 

Collected Offertory                    $     4,970.00 
Same Time Last Year                 $   16,803.00 
Catholic Relief Services YTD    $        575.00 
Priest Retirement YTD $     2,410.00 
Catholic Home Mission YTD $          85.00 
Holy Land Good Friday YTD $         325.00    

Budgeted YTD                            $ 261,692.34 
Collected YTD    $ 289,089.79 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     2,420.00 
ACA (Paid-One Time/Pledges) $   14,815.83 

Sat. Apr. 25       † Walter Muller 
Sun. Apr. 26         The Parish 
Mon. Apr. 27        Intentions of Fr. Mark Ross 
Tues. Apr. 28     † Dolores Cox 
Wed. Apr. 29     † Intentions of Fr. Finbarr 
                               Stanton     
Thurs. Apr. 30  † Mitzie Bernstein (A)     
Fri. May 1             No Morning Service 
Sat. May 2            The Parish 
 

 
Sat., May 2 Praise and Worship–Live Stream 
                      5:00 PM 
Sun., May 3 Private Mass Live Stream 9:30 AM 
 
BISHOPS ASK FOR ETHICAL COVID-19 
VACCINE: As we pray for a COVID-19 vaccine, 
please pray the vaccine is developed ethically as 
some vaccines currently in development are 
being created from the cells of aborted babies. 
Four USCCB Committee Chairmen, along with 
20 healthcare, bioethics, and pro-life 
organizations, have urged Dr. Stephen M. Hahn, 
Commissioner of the FDA, to ensure that 
vaccines for COVID-19 are developed ethically 
and are free from any connection to the 
exploitation of abortion.  
 

“Christianity is about learning to love like Jesus 
and Jesus loved the poor and Jesus loved the 
broken.”  -  Rich Mullins 
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Beer . Wine . [ 1quor 
For All Your Party Needs 
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New Patients Welcomed & 
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A Personal Chef Service 

Sunrise Restaurant 

912.786.5500 ~ 01 Butler Ave . . c;.-. 

786-7473 

1 
st. Michael~ 
Thrift Shop 

Good stuff for a 
good cause! 

Open 10 am-Noon Wed., Fri., & Sat. 

CW Jft ~ lb wiWlll ~ nRR4I U;SI 

fox & 1Wuks 

If It's Something You Use ... 
You'll Find It Al CHU's 

Open 7 days 10 am Daily 

786-4561 
6 Tybrisa St. (Formerly 16th St. ) 

Tybee Island, GA 

Please 

Remember 

St. Michael's 

in gour Will. 

Specialty-Restoration 
Waterproofing 

Contractors 

• Ext. Building Restoration & 

Waterproofing 
• Ext. Finish & Stucco Systems 

• Paint - Ext., Int. & Decorative 

• Stone, Tile & Paving Systems 

912-236-4423 

Accountants 
on Tybee 

Alfred D. Waite 
Ted Lynch, C.f A. 

786-0878 

Need Prayer? 
Got Prayer? 

The Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for the needs 

of our parishioners. 
If you, or someone you 

love, has a prayer 
request, please email 

stillmaam5 I 695@gmail.com 

This team is always looking 
for additional members 

~ J i~ pMishioners' 
needs in prayer. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Since 1882 

www.foxandweeks.com 
MDUJALA.~CUMAmN5U\nl ., 
fox&iw~ 

Thank You for Advertising 
in our St. Michael's Bulletin 

Islands Chapel Hodgson Chapel 
4605 Hwy. 80 East 7200 Hodgson Memorial Dr. 

898-0900 352-7200 

FUNIIAL DIUCTOIS ,....., 
.-:i Finduson 
Ill Facebook 

McNamaraAdams 

I, n Attorneys & Counselors at Law z, Real Estate Closings • Wills and Probate 
~ www.McNamaraAdamsAtLaw.com 

912.355.1109 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Murphy's Services 
Joseph Murphy ~ 
Handyman 

All Jobs $40/hour 
912-713-2189 

Specializing in small jobs 
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