
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 

through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship and service. 

 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

May 3, 2020 | Fourth Sunday of Easter
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 
Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone     (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, Due to Covid-19 Please Call 
    office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      
Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 
Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Tommy Edenfield 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Tommy Butler 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:   NO Mass Due to Covid-19 
Sunday: Live Stream 9:30AM 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday –   
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
Live Stream Only – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Sound amplification system – please contact the office 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance; seating 
available in front pews 
 
CONFESSIONS:  
 
St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
 Closed Temporarily Due to Covid-19 
   Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 
 

defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against 

the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray, and 
do thou, O Prince of 
the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God,  
thrust into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits, 
 who prowl about the 

world, seeking the ruin 
 of souls.  Amen. 

 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call the 

Parish Office or register on-line. I I I I• 
..____r-__ __ __ _____J_ ~~ 
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Fr. Jerry’s Corner – May 3, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Praise and Worship Service on Saturday at 5pm 
Click on the livestream link at the top of our Website 

Sunday Mass on Sunday at 9:30am 
Click on the livestream link at the top of our Website 

Sunday Communion and Charity Drive Thru 
10:45 to 11:30am 

Line up in your car on the side of the Church (8th St. facing Butler). 
Follow the directions of the men of the Holy Name Society. 
Are you feeling the desire to give back to your community? 

Are you missing receiving Jesus in the Holy Eucharist? 

This Sunday, St Michael Catholic Church can help you with both of these concerns.  

What: Drive thru food drive to benefit The Social Apostolate 
Where: St Michael Catholic Church parking lot. 

When: Sunday, May 3, 2020 from 10:45 am – 11:30 am 
How: When directed drive into the parking lot with your donation items in your trunk 

and a volunteer will remove them for you.  No need to get out of your car. 
Bonus: Frs. Peter and Jerry will be available to distribute communion! 

Items requested by The Social Apostolate 

• canned tuna 
• canned vegetables 
• spaghetti sauce & spaghetti pasta 
• boxed mac-n-cheese 
• hearty canned soups 
• rice 
• boxed mashed potatoes 
• jelly (We are drowning in peanut butter. ����) 
• grits 
• oatmeal 
• cereal 

Thanks in advance for your continued support of The Social Apostolate. 

 



Sunday School for Disciples on Wednesday 
Join us on ZOOM at 5:30 for Prayer and Cocktails 

Meeting ID: 910-7007-1578 

Link: 
https://bnionline.zoom.us/meeting/attendee/tJUtcOmoqTovHdzkbd2JapRshLWG3S

fZzojQ/ics?user_id=8LFiV2UISoCpsD8GlW1PeA  
 

Huc A Poo’s – 912-786-5900 -- is the takeout Restaurant of the Week 

Thanks for your continued support of our Offertory.  Our Faith Community is blessed 
by so many good stewards.  It is now possible to give online at the top of our website. 

https://saintmichaelstybee.org/ 
 

Well, I had a little bit of a concern this week.  Wednesday morning, I woke up with chills, aches, and 
a fever.  I’m grateful that Jennifer Wagner, NP, is on the front-line of the coronavirus testing.  She 
was able to walk me through the testing late on Wednesday morning.  I am grateful to Dr. Scott 
Pottratz for driving me to the test.  I am grateful for all the kindness shown to me by so many 
during these two days and I am so very grateful for a negative result to the testing. 
 

Obviously, something was going on.  Surprisingly, during this time of social distancing, I’ve 
been busier than ever.  I’m still feeling tired.  Whatever sickness ran through me this week, 
my body is asking me to slow down.  So, I am grateful that one of my Nigerian ‘sons’, Fr. Peter 
Lanshima who is stationed at St. James Parish is filling in for me this weekend.  
  

The following article may be a little premature because as things stand now, there will be no 
public celebration of Mass in the entire state of Georgia until June at the earliest.  I am not 
thrilled about that but after facing the possibility this week that I could have been spreading 
the virus and putting others at a serious health risk, I am trying to keep my distance.  And of 
course, even though the shelter at home order has been lifted, Governor Kemp has told me 
and all the elderly to stay at home until June 12th.  The most distressing thing for me is the 
Governor calling me elderly.  Who knew I was an old man?  I still feel young at heart.  This 
article prepares us for the idea that things won’t be “normal” for a very long time. 

 

What to expect when public Mass resumes 
Closing the doors was simple – opening them back up will take thought and 
understanding   

As painful as the decision was to suspend all public Masses, the process was straight-
forward and necessary for the common good.  

When health restrictions are eased and we are able to start gathering together again, it is 
important for everyone to understand that things won’t immediately go back to normal.  

Health experts and elected officials are currently determining new guidelines and 
restrictions for the next weeks and months, and at the same time the Archdiocese of 
Denver is planning for how public Masses will be celebrated with respect to any new 
regulations.   

https://bnionline.zoom.us/meeting/attendee/tJUtcOmoqTovHdzkbd2JapRshLWG3SfZzojQ/ics?user_id=8LFiV2UISoCpsD8GlW1PeA
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We know the desire to return to your parishes, participate in the liturgy, and receive the 
Eucharist is incredibly strong, but we ask that everyone approach this next phase with a 
patient, loving and charitable mindset.   

The specific details of when public Mass will resume and how it will look are still being 
determined, but here are five things for everyone to be prepared for.  

1. Attendance will be limited. We know restrictions will remain on holding large 
gatherings, so we are working with parishes to determine a fair way to cap attendance for 
Masses. It is important for people to register to receive communications from their parish 
so they will know how their parish is going to handle how many people can attend any 
given Mass and who those people may be, e.g., sign-up systems, assigned days, etc. No 
one should expect to be able to attend Mass with regularity. 

2. Social Distancing will be practiced. Expect that your parish will have pews/rows that 
are taped off, and that families will be asked to keep six feet of separation from other 
families. Be prepared to wear a mask to Mass to guard against germ spread. If you are 
showing any symptoms of sickness, please stay home.   

3. Liturgical changes will be in place. Similar to protocols established in early March, 
extra precautions will be taken, like suspending the distribution of the Precious Blood and 
receiving Holy Communion only on the hand.   

4. A general dispensation from the Sunday obligation will remain. For at-risk groups, 
those who have symptoms, and anyone who feels safer staying at home, no one will be 
required to attend. Because your family might only be able to attend Mass on an irregular 
basis, and not necessarily on Sunday, plan to continue to keep the Sabbath holy by 
participating in livestream and pre-recorded Masses.  

5. There still will be a risk for anyone who attends a public Mass. Even with best health 
practices and strict social distancing, anyone who enters a public space should recognize 
there is a risk of contracting the coronavirus. Improved cleaning will occur at our 
churches, but no one should expect that they will be any safer from germs than other 
public spaces. 

Finally, let’s strive for progress and not perfection. There will no doubt be challenges and 
frustrations. Your family might not be able to attend Mass the first few weeks it resumes. A 
parish might have a sign-up blunder and things won’t go according to plan. But we believe 
following these guidelines is a reasonable sacrifice. As we see numbers flatten and decrease, 
we are beginning to sense the situation improving. For the interest of the common good, and 
ultimately to best serve our own community, we do not want to contribute to a rebound effect 
that would actually push normalized Mass attendance even further into the future. 

So, if we all work together, we can ease back into this and continue to incrementally add 
more people and options. However, if we look for ways to get around the regulations, we 
will likely create situations that force us to take steps back. 

                                                                       --- Denver Catholic Staff   April 21, 2020 



What can the church say about the COVID-19 pandemic? We can offer a lot of courage 
and the perspective of experience. 

Courage, this disease is not a punishment from God. It is not the end of the world. It is not 
a curse. Pandemics have happened before. They will happen again.  Pope Francis has 
been warning us that our abuse of the natural world, our common home, would have 
disastrous consequences. He has been pleading with capitalism and commercial 
interests to put people above profit. Now we see his warnings had merit. 

Experience, these pandemics are not a surprise. They happen regularly throughout history 
like hurricanes and floods. But they are more deadly today because there are more people 
and we live in a globalized world that allows people to fly from Beijing to Washington in 19 
hours. 

Pandemics happen with regularity. In my lifetime (since 1950), there have been at least 
eight global pandemics which have killed millions of people. These include Asian Flu, 1957-
58; Hong Kong Flu, 1968-70; AIDS, 1981 to present; SARS, 2003; Swine Flu, 2009; MERS, 
2015; Ebola, 2014-16, and now COVID-19. The outbreak of the Spanish Flu in 1918 took 
the lives of about 50 million people, including about 675,000 Americans, in a few short 
months. 

In 1922, the International Health Office created the League of Nations Health Committee 
and Health Section. In 1948, that committee was renamed the World Health 
Organization. Its goal is to promote good health and to combat the spread of disease. It 
works mostly through the "soft power" of information and persuasion. It also coordinates 
eradication efforts for diseases like smallpox and polio. The WHO does research to 
develop vaccines, as it did for Ebola and is doing now for COVID-19. It is the only 
worldwide health planning body and needs our support…. Pandemics change societies. 
They also affect the church. 

The Catholic Church was profoundly affected by the Black Death (1347-1353), which 
killed about 75 million people. Priests, monks and nuns were especially hard hit because 
they ministered to the dying. Afterward there was a shortage of clergy. It might happen 
again.  

Already more than 100 priests have died in Italy from COVID-19. The Diocese of Bergamo, 
Italy, has lost 24 priests. Theologically we became focused on the four last things: death, 
judgment, heaven and hell. The theory of "limbo" gained new currency.  Like the Black 
Plague, COVID-19 will probably have some long-term impact on the Catholic Church. I 
suspect that it will accelerate two seemingly contradictory trends. 

First, when the virus passes, many people will make an enthusiastic return to the church. 
Absence makes the heart grow fonder. Isolation will show how important the living 
community of the church is to our spiritual life. Empty churches and a deserted St. Peter's 
Square on Easter morning made us realize that the church is not just clerics, she needs 
the laity. 

Second, another group will fall away from the church permanently. Having been on their 
own for weeks at a time, they may now feel that they did not miss the church. This may 
be true especially for young people who were already only tangentially connected to 
religion prior to the pandemic. 



After COVID-19, some parishes will probably close their doors permanently. Dioceses also 
will struggle financially. There will be huge demands on Catholic charities, hospitals and 
social ministries. 

Unfortunately, the ideological divisions in the church will probably be exacerbated. 
Conservative clerics may use the experience of the pandemic as an excuse to do away 
with things they have never liked, such as Communion in both forms, holding hands at 
the Our Father and the handshake at the sign of peace. Liberals may realize that lay-led 
prayer groups and women preaching to small groups during the pandemic were 
enriching. Why not continue? It could open the door to a less clerical church. 

A possible effect will be the rise of the "virtual" church. People will now be accustomed to 
livestreamed Masses on YouTube and prayer services on Zoom. Evangelicals have been 
doing this for years. Just ask Joel Osteen. This might mean that the Eucharist will become 
less central to our lives.  The church has lived through pandemics before. It will survive. 
But we will be changed. 

[Fr. Peter Daly is a retired priest of the Washington Archdiocese and a lawyer. After 31 
years of parish service, he now works with Catholic Charities.] 

Pros and cons of virtual Church 

Since my family moved to Berkeley in 2018, Sunday mornings have been a struggle. We've 
visited at least 10 parishes in the Bay area, but we have yet to find one that feels like home. 
Last Sunday, attractive options for praying in community online were almost overwhelming. 

A Jesuit in Los Angeles was offering Mass from his room. A former student was gathering 
women from around the country to reflect on the readings. Students at my school were 
gathering for the first night of what was to be a regular prayer time. Relief washed over 
me. All of the sudden I didn't have to struggle anymore. 

I could gather with people who share my particular take on Catholicism — deep incarnational 
faith, progressive theology and a strong commitment to social justice. I could count on 
insightful preaching that would challenge me in a setting that felt like the home Masses I grew 
up with. I had the small faith-sharing group I had been searching for. I had access to a rich 
variety of Catholic prayer forms led by lay people. Zoom was, as one of my friends said, like 
"Facebook come alive." I could have the church I believed in without ever leaving my home. 

Yet I also strongly believe in the idea of a local parish, where you show up to worship with 
people who aren't like you, but to whom you are connected as members of the Body of 
Christ. 

I'm grateful for Sunday mornings that feel like opportunity instead of struggle. But I'm 
worried about what will be lost when we choose the church, we prefer over the one down 
the street. 

[Julie Hanlon Rubio, professor of Christian social ethics at the Jesuit School of Theology of 
Santa Clara University in California.] 

Fr. Jerry Ragan 



PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in 
prayer the week of May 3rd: 
 

  -R imedio Family 
  -Matthew  Alt 
  -Tasha and Ryan Beke 
 

PRAYER LIST:  Robby Armstrong, Mary Ellen 
Beytagh, Anna Bryant, Ken 
Colquitt, Margaret Dulohery, Mike 
Elliott, Michelle Dubuc Gleason, 
Cheryl Di Giovanni, Charlie 
Johnson, Kyle Joyce, Brenda 
Manucy, Fr. Dan O’Connell, Mary 
Smoak, Teah Stillings, Phyllis 
Watkins, Bob Wheat and Angie 
Weidner. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  
If you would like to 
donate flowers for an 
anniversary, birthday, or 
memorial, call the Parish 
Office. Cost: $80. 
 

WITH THE LORD:  We extend 
sympathy to the family of Eleanor 
Rimedio, who died on Sat., Apr. 25, 
2020. May the Lord raise her up to life 
eternal. 

 
LIVESTREAMING: A “Livestream” quick link 

has been added to the top of 
our St. Michael’s website, 
www.saintmichaelstybee.org, 
just above “Online Giving”. 
The link will take you 
directly to the livestream 
section. Praise and Worship 

Service live streams on Saturday at 5:00 PM.  
Private Mass will live stream on Sunday at 
9:30AM.  
 

ONLINE GIVING: It’s fast and simple to give 
online now through St. Michael’s website, 
www.saintmichaelstybee.org. Just click on the 
Online Giving link at the top of the web page 
and follow the prompts. You can make a one 
time gift or recurring to the general offertory 
plus special collections. Thank you!! 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Jesus says, “I came 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
Good stewards are grateful for the gift of life 
and joyfully share their abundance with others. 

                                        See John 10:10 

Sacrificial Giving  
April 26, 2020 
 

Yearly Offertory Budget            $ 324,000.00      
Weekly Average Needed           $     6,230.77 
 

Collected Offertory                    $     4,324.00 
Same Time Last Year                 $    4,102.00 
Catholic Relief Services YTD    $        575.00 
Priest Retirement YTD $     2,460.00 
Catholic Home Mission YTD $        290.00    

Budgeted YTD                            $ 267,923.11 
Collected YTD    $ 293,413.79 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     2,420.00 
ACA (Paid-One Time/Pledges) $   14,815.83 

Sat. May 2         No Morning Service 
Sun. May 3    † Kathryn Bradley McDermott (A) 
Mon. May 4   † Judy Collins Daniels 
Tues. May 5   † Cristina Maria Scott 
Wed. May 6   † Helen Paslawski  (A)                             
Thurs. May 7 † Dolores Cox     
Fri. May 8         No Morning Service 
Sat. May 9         No Morning Service     
 

 
Sat., May 9    Praise and Worship–Live Stream 
                       5:00 PM 
Sun., May 10 Private Mass Live Stream 9:30 AM 
 
PRAY FOR ETHICAL COVID-19 VACCINE: 

As we pray for a COVID-19 
vaccine, please pray the vaccine is 
developed ethically as some 
vaccines currently in development 
are being created from the cells of 
aborted babies.  

 
 
“Father, during this time may your Church be a 
sign of hope, comfort and love to all “ 

-Excerpt from COVID-19: A Prayer of 
  Solidarity 

 

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever 
come to you without leaving happier.” 
 

            – Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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For All Your Party Needs 
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New Patients Welcomed & 
Most Insurances Accepted 
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A Personal Chef Service 

Sunrise Restaurant 

912.786.5500 ~ 01 Butler Ave . . c;.-. 

786-7473 

1 
st. Michael~ 
Thrift Shop 

Good stuff for a 
good cause! 

Open 10 am-Noon Wed., Fri., & Sat. 

CW Jft ~ lb wiWlll ~ nRR4I U;SI 

fox & 1Wuks 

If It's Something You Use ... 
You'll Find It Al CHU's 

Open 7 days 10 am Daily 

786-4561 
6 Tybrisa St. (Formerly 16th St. ) 

Tybee Island, GA 

Please 

Remember 

St. Michael's 

in gour Will. 

Specialty-Restoration 
Waterproofing 

Contractors 

• Ext. Building Restoration & 

Waterproofing 
• Ext. Finish & Stucco Systems 

• Paint - Ext., Int. & Decorative 

• Stone, Tile & Paving Systems 

912-236-4423 

Accountants 
on Tybee 

Alfred D. Waite 
Ted Lynch, C.f A. 

786-0878 

Need Prayer? 
Got Prayer? 

The Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for the needs 

of our parishioners. 
If you, or someone you 

love, has a prayer 
request, please email 

stillmaam5 I 695@gmail.com 

This team is always looking 
for additional members 

~ J i~ pMishioners' 
needs in prayer. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Since 1882 

www.foxandweeks.com 
MDUJALA.~CUMAmN5U\nl ., 
fox&iw~ 

Thank You for Advertising 
in our St. Michael's Bulletin 

Islands Chapel Hodgson Chapel 
4605 Hwy. 80 East 7200 Hodgson Memorial Dr. 

898-0900 352-7200 

FUNIIAL DIUCTOIS ,....., 
.-:i Finduson 
Ill Facebook 

McNamaraAdams 

I, n Attorneys & Counselors at Law z, Real Estate Closings • Wills and Probate 
~ www.McNamaraAdamsAtLaw.com 

912.355.1109 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Murphy's Services 
Joseph Murphy ~ 
Handyman 

All Jobs $40/hour 
912-713-2189 

Specializing in small jobs 
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