
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 

through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship and service. 

 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

May 17, 2020 | Sixth Sunday of Easter
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 
Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone     (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, Due to Covid-19 Please Call 
    office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      
Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 
Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Tommy Edenfield 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Tommy Butler 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:   NO Mass Due to Covid-19 
Sunday: Live Stream 9:30AM 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday –   
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
Live Stream Only – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Sound amplification system – please contact the office 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance; seating 
available in front pews 
 
CONFESSIONS:  
 
St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
 Closed Temporarily Due to Covid-19 
   Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 
 

defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against 

the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him, 
we humbly pray, and 
do thou, O Prince of 
the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God,  
thrust into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits, 
 who prowl about the 

world, seeking the ruin 
 of souls.  Amen. 

 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call the 

Parish Office or register on-line. ___ I ';:::===I == _ =====----------1 • 
You Love Me 

'If you love me, you will obey 
what I command.' 

John 14:15 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
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mailto:office@saintmichaelstybee.org
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Fr. Jerry’s Corner – May 17, 2020 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Praise and Worship Service with Ryan Beke on Saturday at 5pm 
Click on the livestream link at the top of our Website 

Sunday Mass on Sunday at 9:30am 
Click on the livestream link at the top of our Website 

Holy Communion Drive Thru at the end of Mass 
10:40 to 11:00am 

Line up in your car on the side of the Church (8th St. facing Butler). 
Follow the directions of the men of the Holy Name Society. 

Safe Distance Confessions by Appointment 
Call me 706-267-1073 

Sunday School for Disciples on Wednesday 
Join us on ZOOM at 5:30 for Prayer and Cocktails 

We share our experience of Week #3 of the Ignatian Adventure 
Meeting ID: 910-7007-1578 

Link: 
https://bnionline.zoom.us/meeting/attendee/tJUtcOmoqTovHdzkbd2JapRshLWG3SfZzojQ

/ics?user_id=8LFiV2UISoCpsD8GlW1PeA 

This Monday the Pastoral Council and the Financial Council will meet via Zoom.  For me, 
the big agenda item will be approving a plan to create a plaza in front of the Church that 
will eliminate the dangerous steps.  Since I’ve been pastor, there have been several serious 
falls at our front door.  One person who was hurt was Sr. Jude Walsh.  I can only imagine 
what folks would have said about me if her fall had been fatal.  “That is the negligent priest 
who was responsible for Sr. Jude’s death.”  I would have been run out of town.  This week 
Mary Kay O’Leary hit her head on the front steps.  Fortunately, there was no internal 
bleeding. Jeff Cramer has come up with a great plan to correct the safety issue and I pray 
that the Councils will give us the okay to move forward with the plan.  In the meantime, 
entrance to the Church will only be through the side door on the parking lot side of the 
church. 

The other big agenda item will be the reopening of our Church.  I know the desire to 
receive the Eucharist is incredibly strong, but we ask that everyone approach this 
reopening with a patient, loving and charitable mindset.  There will be restrictions but 
Delia, Mike Beytagh, and I are creatively working towards making the best of a difficult 
situation. As I write this on Thursday afternoon, the specific details of when public Mass 
will resume and how it will be celebrated are still being determined.  I expect to have 
something from the Diocese to announce this weekend. 

This week on Tuesday, I celebrate my 41st Anniversary of Ordination.  Recently, I’ve been 
telling family, friends, and my priest brothers in fraternity, how happy I am to be the parish 
priest of this faith community.  The deepest desire that God has placed within my heart is to 
be a good parish priest of a vibrant little faith community.  I have been greatly blessed by 
God throughout my priestly ministry, but more than ever since I came to Tybee Island, GA. 

 



As for our present situation, I think most of us are doing fairly well in the face of this 
crisis. But there are negatives.  I worry about those who are facing harsh economic 
challenges. And while I enjoyed my alone time before this pandemic, as things have 
stretched on, I find that loneliness is creeping in.  It can lead to darkness, so I find myself 
turning to the God of light to ask that he might heal my loneliness with his loving 
presence.   

I was walking on South Beach one afternoon this week and it was crowded with about 
100 College kids who had just finished their exams.  I was annoyed that there was no 
sense of social distancing among them and lots of hugging.  As someone in the at-risk 
category, I envied their young, healthy bodies.  I thought to myself, some of them might 
go home and unwittingly kill their grandparents by infecting them with the virus – yes, 
sometimes I have an outrageously extreme thought or two.   

As I prayed about these feelings, I realized that most in our society are not going to be 
compliant with social distancing forever.  I can’t fault the young for a very natural desire to be 
social.  The coronavirus is going to be around for a long time and a vaccine that would help us 
who are vulnerable to feel safe around the young is a long way off.  So, I can only try to control 
my own environment.  I can’t ask the young to stay quarantined for the next year or not go to 
school in the fall.  But I can keep my own circle of contacts small.  While remaining in self-
isolation, I can do the things that I know will keep me physically, emotionally, and spiritually 
healthy.  I can respect the desire of other at-risk folks that I not get too close to them without 
being offended.  And I can mourn the reality that for the next year or so my social life, my 
enjoying the physical company of others is going to be sharply curtailed.  Ugh!  Hopefully, we 
will all survive. 

In this time when so many of us are separated from one another we want to be united in 
prayer.  And so, we ask God to bring a gentle presence of love and companionship to the 
following: 
• Those who have recently experienced the death of a loved one 
• Those who lie in loneliness in hospitals 
• Those whose fears and anxieties keep them awake at night 
• Those who feel isolated and abandoned 
• Those who feel alone in their dreams of a better world and a world alive with gospel values 

Loneliness Prayer 
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for the call to wrestle with my loneliness.  Help me to be 
more aware of your presence in my life, for I am on my own and at times I can feel so 
lonely.  Lord, You search the inner thoughts of my mind and You know my needs better 
than I know them myself, and so Father I place this need of companionship into Your 
hands and ask that You would give me a measure of Your patient endurance.  

O Lord, you have searched me, and You know me. You know when I sit and when I rise, 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. Lord, please use this time of solitude to draw me 
closer to Yourself, to get to know You more and to love You better, for in my heart I know 
that You alone can fill this aching void in my life.  

Lord, I realize that there are many people in the world who are facing similar loneliness 
today. Be the God of Comfort to each and every one I pray, and use the loneliness that 
they and I are going through to bring us into close fellowship with Yourself, so that we 
may be comforted in You and be a comfort to others in similar need.   Amen 



 

I interpret people wearing masks as a generous act of care and concern for others as 
much as for themselves. It says, "I care about you. Let's work together. Every person's life 
is sacred" - that's what I see.          -- Fr. Paul Keller, CMF 

 

What we are living now is a place of metanoia (conversion), and we have the chance to 
begin. So, let’s not let it slip from us, and let’s move ahead. 

About a week ago an Italian bishop, somewhat flustered, called me. He had been going 
round the hospitals wanting to give absolution to those inside the wards from the hallway of 
the hospital. But he had spoken to canon lawyers who had told him he couldn’t, that 
absolution could only be given in direct contact. “What do you think, Father?” he had asked 
me. I told him: “Bishop, fulfill your priestly duty.” And the bishop said, “Grazie, ho capito” 
(“Thank you, I understand”). I found out later that he was giving absolution all around the 
place. 

This is the freedom of the Spirit in the midst of a crisis, not a church closed off in 
institutions. That doesn’t mean that canon law is not important: it is, it helps, and please 
let’s make good use of it, it is for our good. But the final canon says that the whole of 
canon law is for the salvation of souls, and that’s what opens the door for us to go out in 
times of difficulty to bring the consolation of God. 

You ask me about a “home church.” We have to respond to our confinement with all our 
creativity. We can either get depressed and alienated—through media that can take us 
out of our reality—or we can get creative. At home we need an apostolic creativity, a 
creativity shorn of so many useless things, but with a yearning to express our faith in 
community, as the people of God. So: to be in lockdown, but yearning, with that memory 
that yearns and begets hope—this is what will help us escape our confinement.   
                 – Pope Francis 
 
 
Now that our old habits are at least temporarily suspended, it’s time to be imaginative 
and inventive about how we can bring God to others. Many have remarked on the paradox 
of somehow feeling closer to others now despite the distance. We are quickly discovering 
that physical separation can present an opportunity to express love in new ways. The 
challenge is not to miss this opportunity now, but also to remember these new ways once 
we can gather again for the sacraments. The church should emerge from the pandemic 
more resourceful and flexible, more alert to new possibilities for ministry, and less 
dependent on routine.           – Regina Munch 

 

I am so very grateful for your continued support of our offertory during these difficult 
times. You can give on-line at the top of our website or the old fashion way through the 
mail or the Rectory front door mail slot.  You are such good stewards of the resources God 
has given you.  

Fr. Jerry Ragan 
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PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in 
prayer the week of May 17th: 
 

  -Ellen Arce 
  -Susan and Dave Ason 
  -Marile and Bill Astary 
 

PRAYER LIST:  Robby 
Armstrong, Mary Ellen Beytagh, 
JoAnn Birrell, Anna Bryant, Ken 
Colquitt, Margaret Dulohery, 
Michael Elliott, Michelle Dubuc 
Gleason, Cheryl Di Giovanni, 
Charlie Johnson, Brenda Manucy, 
Patricia Maxheimer, Fr. Dan 
O’Connell, Mike Scarbrough, 
Mary Smoak, Teah Stillings, 
Phyllis Watkins, Bob Wheat and 
Angie Weidner. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  
The altar flowers this weekend 
are for St. Michael’s 
Parishioners – dedicated to the 
Blessed Mother Mary. 
If you would like to donate flowers for an 
anniversary, birthday, or memorial, call the Parish 
Office. Cost: $80. 
 

WITH THE LORD:  We extend 
sympathy to the family of Josefina del 
Rosario, mother of Lerma Pierce, who 
died on Sun., May 10, 2020. May the 
Lord raise her up to life eternal. 

 
ONLINE GIVING: It’s fast and simple to give 
online now through St. Michael’s website, 
www.saintmichaelstybee.org. Just click on the 
Online Giving link at the top of the web page 
and follow the prompts. You can make a one 
time gift or recurring to the general offertory 
plus special collections. Thank you!! 
 
ABUSE HOTLINE NUMBER: To report sexual 
abuse of a minor by a Diocese of Savannah 
employee or volunteer, call the abuse hotline 
number at 888-357-5330 or the Office for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, 912-
201-4074. To read the diocesan policy on sexual 
abuse of minors, go to 
www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Those who obey 
the commandments, Jesus says in today’s 
Gospel, are the ones who really love Him. Does 
my stewardship reveal my love for Jesus? 

 

Yearly Offertory Budget            $ 324,000.00      
Weekly Average Needed           $     6,230.77 
 

Collected Offertory                    $     5,740.00 
Same Time Last Year                 $     5,802.00    

Budgeted YTD                            $ 280,384.65 
Collected YTD    $ 306,712.79 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     2,420.00 
ACA (Paid-One Time/Pledges) $   14,815.83 

Sat. May 16         No Morning Service 
Sun. May 17     † Mary J. Hull  
Mon. May 1 8   † Pearl Braswell (A) 
Tues. May 19    † Victoria Eugenia Martinez  
Wed. May 20    † Jake Bock                             
Thurs. May 21  † Daniel J. O’Leary, Sr. 
Fri. May 22          The Parish 
Sat. May 23         No Morning Service   
   

 
Sat., May 23  Praise and Worship–Live Stream 
                       5:00 PM 
Sun., May 24 Private Mass Live Stream 9:30 AM 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
MEMBERS: 
 

David Bryan 
Gary and Sue Griffin 

 
LIVESTREAMING: Watch us on livestream 

Saturday at 5pm “Praise and 
Worship”. Enjoy an hour of 
beautiful music and prayer. Mass 
will livestream on Sunday at 9:30 am 
followed by Holy Communion from 

10:40 to 11am in St. Michael’s parking lot. 
Livestream can be accessed through our website, 
www.SaintMichaelsTybee.org. Quick link is 
located at the top of the page.  
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Fr. Jerry as you 
celebrate your 41st Anniversary of Ordination 
Tues., May 19; Tasha and Ryan Beke as you 
celebrate your 6th Anniversary Sun., May 17.  

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

0 
LIVE 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

) 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/


" 

For Advertising Information: 

,; Contact Mary Ann or Hal Stillings r 
" i 

~ 786-5294 ( 7
86-943

3 

( ~: New Patients Welcomed & 

G~U~ 
CONVENIENCE MART 

6 
:t;. 

. : . : : . 

XYZ 
5everages 

Beer . Wine . L:1quor 
For All Your Party Needs 

912-786-4822 
:1; 

Most Insurances Accepted 

~ . . . 
: . '.' 
• I I - e 

COFFEE • BREAKFAS 

If It's Something You Use ... 
You'll Find It Al CHU's 

Open 7 days 10 a111 Daily 

786-4561 
6 Tybri sa St. (Formerly 16th St.) 

Tybee Island, GA 
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Specialty-Restoration 
Waterproofing 

Contractors 

• Ext. Building Restoration & 

Waterproofing 
• Ext. Finish & Stucco Systems 

• Paint - Ext., Int. & Decorative 

• Stone, Tile & Paving Systems 

912-236-4423 

Accountants 
on Tybee 

Alfred D. Waite 
Ted Lynch, C PA. 

786-0878 

Need Prayer? 
Got Prayer? 

A Personal Chef Service 

Sunrise Restaurant 

II) 
912.786.5500 

1

" • •• ~ • \~ 701 Butler Ave 

Please 

Remember 

St. Michael's 

in your Will. 

The Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for the needs 

of our parishioners. 
If you, or someone you 

love, has a prayer 
request, please email 

stillmaam5 I 695@gmail.com 786-7473 

1 
st. Michael~ 
Thrift Shop 

Good stuff for a 
good cause! 

Open 10 am-Noon Wed., Fri., & Sat. 
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fox & 1Wuk,s 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Since 1882 

www.foxandweeks.com 
Islands Chapel Hodgson Chapel 

4605 Hwy. 80 East 7200 Hodgson Memorial Dr. 
898-0900 352-7200 

MDDJAI..A.'1lCIIMAmN5U\1Ql ., 
fox& 1Weth 
FUNIU.l DIUCTOIS 

Sm"'2 

.-:i Finduson 
at Facebook 

McNomoroAdoms 

I
, n Attorneys & Counselors at Law z, Real Estate Closings • Wills and Probate 

~ www.McNamaraAdamsAtLaw.com 

912.355.1109 

Thank You for Advertising 
in our St. Michael's Bulletin 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Murphy's Services 
Joseph Murphy ~ 
Handyman 

All Jobs $40/hour 
912-713-2189 

Specializing in small jobs 



Stories That Could Be True: 
The Roles of Gratitude and Poetry in the Spiritual Life 

 

Program available May 23-30, 2020 
Introduction: Saturday, May 23 at 2:00 pm 

Concluding Session: Saturday, May 30 at 2:00 pm 
 

Due to the extraordinary times we’re living through, this retreat on 
gratitude is being offered as a virtual event. It’s about poets and 

lepers and mystics and other essential workers in the story of faith. 
It’s about you and me, about health and anxiety and unwelcome 

surprises. It’s about poet William Stafford and mystic Thomas Merton 
and my mother and your family. It’s about rediscovering how words 
and solitude come together to teach us something we already know 

about what it means to be human. 
 

The five 45-minute pre-recorded series includes reflections on: 
* Poetry 101 

* Gratitude 101 
* Poetry Is an Inside Job 

* Gratitude When Life Hurts 
* Solitude and Gratitude 

 

With Zoom sessions for sharing & discussion with the retreat leader. 
 

Please submit questions and comments to Alice at www.alicecamille.com.  
 

Alice Camille is a writer, religious educator, and retreat leader. Author 
of twenty books, including For Everything There is a Season and This 
Transforming Word, Alice currently makes her home in New England. 

She takes God seriously, and religion with a sense of humor. 
 

If you are interested in participating in this FREE on-line retreat, 

please contact the Oratory Center for Spirituality at 
oratorycenter@gmail.com 

 
Once you are registered you will receive an invitation to the Zoom 

sessions and information on how to access the 5-part retreat to do at 
your pace and on your schedule. 

 
The Oratory Center for Spirituality   oratorycenter@gmail.com 
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