
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement:  St. Michael’s is a Faith Community 
that seeks to build up God’s Kingdom on Tybee Island 
through living out the Gospel message as we witness to its 
values of love, community, stewardship, and service. 
 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org |  (912) 786) 4505  | 802 Lovell Avenue, Tybee Island, GA 31328 

    St. Michael Catholic Church 
Tybee Island, GA  31328 

 

October 18, 2020 | Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jerry Ragan – Pastor hapragan@hotmail.com     
Ms. Delia Robinson – Office Manager 
Mrs. Ginny Murphy – Youth Coordinator 
Mr. Ryan Beke – Music Director 

 

Parish Office – (912) 786-4505 Phone   (912) 786-4166 Fax                         
Monday - Friday, 9:00AM -Noon, 1:00PM – 4:00PM 
office@saintmichaelstybee.org 
 

Mailing Address:  802 Lovell Avenue  
 

Emergency – Rev. Jerry Ragan  (706) 267-1073 Cell 
      

Parish Religious Formation Program 
  Fr. Jerry Ragan – RCIA 
  Ginny Murphy – Youth Program 
  Contact the Parish Office regarding PREP 
Baptismal/Wedding Preparation:  Call office for information 
 

Websites: http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org 
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Pastoral Council Co-Presidents – Mike Beytagh/Carolyn Williams 
Parish Finance Mgr. – Mark Schroder   
Holy Name Society – Matt Ferry 
Administration/Buildings and Grounds – Mike Beytagh/Matt Ferry 
Endowment Fund – Mike Lynch/Fr. Jerry Ragan 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Vigil:   Sat. 6:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:00AM and 11:00 AM 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Thursday – 8:00 AM 
Friday – No Morning Service 

Holy Day Mass Schedule: 
8:00 AM and 6:00 PM – consult the bulletin 
Low-Gluten hosts – please check in the sacristy 
Accessibility/seating – ramp to left of main entrance, seating 
available in front of Church 
 
CONFESSIONS:  5:00-5:30 PM on Saturday OR by 
appointment 
 

St. Michael Thrift Store Hours   
 Wednesday and Friday 10AM – 12 Noon 
 Corner of 8th Street and Butler Avenue 
 
www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891 
www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee  
 
 

 
 

October 24 and October 25, 2020 
 
6:00 PM 
Lectors:  Jane Bock 
Altar Servers: Cameron Beke 
EMEs: Cathy Anderson/Betty Dixon  
Ushers:  Kevin Cook/___________ 
Cantor:  Ryan Beke 
 
 8:00 AM 
Lectors:  Andy Watson 
Altar Servers: Mike Beytagh 
EMEs:  Theresa Pottratz 
Ushers:  Dana Johnson/Matt Alt 
Cantor:  Ryan Beke 
 
11:00 AM 
Lectors: Deanna Fanning  
Altar Servers: Matt Ferry 
EMEs:  Terri O’Leary/Christine Ristuccia 
Ushers: Joe O’Leary/__________  
Cantor:  Ryan Beke 
 

Our Parish Community extends a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors. If you would like to register 
as a member of our parish community, please call 
the Parish Office or register on-line. 

http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
mailto:hapragan@hotmail.com
mailto:office@saintmichaelstybee.org
http://www.saintmichaelstybee.org/
http://www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection
http://www.facebook.com/SaintMichael1891
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelstybee


Fr. Jerry’s Corner – October 18, 2020 – Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Ugh, from a health perspective, I’ve had better weeks.  From Monday afternoon until Wednesday 
morning I had to quarantine until Ryan Beke’s CoVid test came back negative.  A cold has had its way 
with the Beke family and out of an abundance of caution, Ryan got tested.   I know all who were 
praying for Ryan breathed a sigh of relief.  Colds aren’t much fun, but they’re more better than a 
deadly virus.   
 
Now, when I talked to my dear brothers on Tuesday, they were more concerned about the 
possibility of not having Ryan’s music for the live-streaming of the Mass this weekend than me 
being in isolation and facing the possibility of being infected.  Ugh!  I don’t get no respect! 
 
And on Friday afternoon, my good friend, Fr. Dave, took me to see an Oral Surgeon in Evans where I had 
two teeth extracted.  Double ugh!  With an abscess, two root canals, a tooth disintegrating while 
replacing the crown, its been a long journey so far.  It will be at least another 7 months before the 
implants are in place.  I’ve never worn negativity very well, so even though I am temporarily two teeth 
short of a full smile, I am going to keep on smiling because I’ve been so very blessed.  I am blessed by 
such caring friends and a great faith community and a mostly compassionate family.  And this weekend 
we are blessed once again by the preaching of Deacon Hosea Bennett.  
 
I hate nickel and diming folks to death with special collection after special collection, but the 
two I mention today are important and the first ultimately doesn’t cost you anything more 
than the taxes that you already owe to the State, which can be redirected to support Catholic 
education.  All of a sudden our little parish has about a dozen students in Catholic schools.  
This is wonderful because as Cardinal Dolan reminds us graduates from Catholic schools “are 
and will be our leaders in church and society.” 
 
All of us can support Catholic education through GRACE Scholars.  GRACE was founded by 
former Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Atlanta and Bishop J. Kevin Boland of Savannah in 2008 
to take advantage of the SSO/tax credit legislation.  The mission of GRACE Scholars, Inc. is to 
provide children from families with financial need throughout the State of Georgia with 
greater opportunities to secure a quality PK-12 Catholic education. 
 
If you anticipate having to pay Georgia taxes, GRACE Scholars is accepting pre-registration for 
2021 tax credits.  Please visit www.gracescholars.org to complete the on-line pre-registration. 
You’ll receive a dollar for dollar tax credit on your state of Georgia tax return; Catholic school 
students receive life-changing scholarships.  In a year when many are experiencing economic 
distress due to the pandemic, this program is more important than ever. 
 
The second special collection is for the Southern Cross.  Thanks to all who have already paid the 
annual subscription fee.  I was starting to think that as with many newspapers, our Diocesan 
paper had seen its days, but with the addition of Donal Suggs’ reporting and other great writers, it 
has returned to being a vital tool for evangelization and formation in the faith.  Please return your 
Southern Cross envelope if you have not already done so.  Thanks! 
 

Bringing the Gospel home.   Read MT 22:15-21  “repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God." 
 
Wow in this divisive political season, this is an important Gospel to wrestle with.   Pope Francis 
says Caesar’s image is on the coin, but we are all created in the image and likeness of God. To 
whom do we all ultimately belong? How would a Christian illuminate the world’s human and 
social problems with the Light of the Holy Spirit?  Do God’s and Caesar’s worlds have to be 
separated? “Can we divorce spiritual obligation from political policies … or social issues? 
 

           Fr. Jerry Ragan 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

http://www.gracescholars.org/
http://www.gracescholars.org/


PRAYER ANGELS - The following 
families will be remembered in prayer 
the week of October 18th: 
 

  -M ike Lynch 
  -Brenda and Billy Manucy 
  -Laverne and Michael McDevitt 
 

PRAYER LIST: Jerry Arnsdorff, Susan Ason, 
Anna Bryant, Ken Colquitt, Cheryl 
Di Giovanni, Margaret Dulohery, 
Michelle Dubuc Gleason, Charlie 
Johnson, Brenda Manucy, Lavinia 
Mattox, Patricia Maxheimer, Fr. 
Dan O’Connell, Hal Stillings, Teah 
Stillings, Darrell Tukes, and Angie 
Weidner. 

  
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Thhe altar 
flowers this weekend are in 
memory of Tiffany Riordan, 
from Len and Patricia Schlauch. 
If you would like to donate flowers for an 
anniversary, birthday, or memorial, call the Parish 
Office. Cost: $80. 

 

WITH THE LORD:  We extend 
sympathy to the family of David 
Cornelius, who died on Sat., October 
10, 2020.  May he through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS SUBSCRIPTION 
WEEKEND: If you haven’t made a donation for 
Southern Cross subscription yet, please bring 
your envelope with your check made payable to 
St. Michael’s and place it in the collection 
basket. Thank you! 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
PARISH  MEMBERS! 
 

Rick and Heather Smurawski 
and their three children Sydney, 
Savannah and Seth. 
  
BOX OF JOY:  The Box of Joy, program 
provides Christmas gifts to children in 
developing countries. A donation of $30 will fill a 
box and pay for shipping. Envelopes are at the 
Church entrances. On Sat., Oct. 31st at 11AM 
there will be a packing event at Joanne Naylor’s 
house, 1503 Lovell Ave. Volunteers are needed. 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Each year at tax 
time, we conscientiously give “to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar.” Does my stewardship 
indicate that I am as faithful about giving “to 
God what belongs to God”? 

October 11, 2020 
Yearly Offertory Budget            $ 324,000.00 
Weekly Average Needed           $     6,230.77 

 

Collected Offertory                    $     5,054.00 
Same Time Last Year                 $     5,274.00 
Southern Cross YTD    $        580.00    

Budgeted YTD                            $    93,461.55 
Collected YTD                             $   85,867.00 
 

ACA (2020 Goal)    $   26,245.00 
ACA (Pledged to Date)    $     3,869.53 
ACA (Paid One Time/Pledges) $   32,432.36 
 

Sat. Oct. 17     6:00 PM  †  John Patrick 
          Kitchens (A) 
 

Sun. Oct. 18    8:00 AM     The Parish          
                       11:00 AM     Intentions of Fr. 
          John Markham                      

Mon. Oct. 19   8:00 AM  † Stephen Hendrix                         

Tues. Oct. 20   8:00 AM  † Butch Lowenthal       

Wed. Oct. 21   8:00 AM  † Butch Lowenthal           

Thurs. Oct 22  8:00 AM  † Butch Lowenthal                                                           

Fri. Oct. 23                          No Morning Service 
  

Sat. Oct. 24      6:00 PM  †  Butch Lowenthal             

 
 

 

Mon., Oct 19      Lighthouse Roundtable 
  Farmers Market 4:30PM  
 

Weds., Oct 21    School for Disciples 5:30PM  
 

Thurs., Oct 22   Choir practice 5:45PM                                                            

Sat., Oct 24        Prayer and Yoga on the beach  
                            8AM at 8th St. entrance 
Sun. Oct 25   Francis Fraternity 10AM  

  Meeting Room 
 

ABUSE HOTLINE NUMBER: To report sexual 
abuse of a minor by a Diocese of Savannah 
employee or volunteer, call the abuse hotline 
number at 888-357-5330 or the Office for the 
Protection of Children and Young People, 912-
201-4074. To read the diocesan policy on sexual 
abuse of minors, go to 
www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection 
 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
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A Personal Chef Service 

Sunrise Restaurant 
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Thrift Shop 

Good stuff for a 
good cause! 

Open 10 am-Noon Wed., Fri., & Sat. 
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fox & 1Wuks 

If It's Something You Use ... 
You'll Find It Al CHU's 

Open 7 days 10 am Daily 

786-4561 
6 Tybrisa St. (Formerly 16th St. ) 

Tybee Island, GA 

Please 

Remember 

St. Michael's 

in gour Will. 

Specialty-Restoration 
Waterproofing 

Contractors 

• Ext. Building Restoration & 

Waterproofing 
• Ext. Finish & Stucco Systems 

• Paint - Ext., Int. & Decorative 

• Stone, Tile & Paving Systems 

912-236-4423 

Accountants 
on Tybee 

Alfred D. Waite 
Ted Lynch, C.f A. 

786-0878 

Need Prayer? 
Got Prayer? 

The Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for the needs 

of our parishioners. 
If you, or someone you 

love, has a prayer 
request, please email 

stillmaam5 I 695@gmail.com 

This team is always looking 
for additional members 

~ J i~ pMishioners' 
needs in prayer. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Since 1882 
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McNamaraAdams 

I, n Attorneys & Counselors at Law z, Real Estate Closings • Wills and Probate 
~ www.McNamaraAdamsAtLaw.com 

912.355.1109 

I am patronizing your business because of it! 

Murphy's Services 
Joseph Murphy ~ 
Handyman 

All Jobs $40/hour 
912-713-2189 

Specializing in small jobs 



 
St. Michael’s Church 

At Christmas, we experience the joy of our Lord Jesus Christ. Gift giving is a 
wonderful, meaningful part of that experience. Unfortunately, severe poverty deprives 
many children of this joy.  Last year, the Box of Joy ministry reached over 75,797 
children, providing many with their first Christmas present ever. 
Through Cross Catholic Outreach’s Box of Joy program, you can ensure these children 
are not deprived of Christmas blessings this year. By your donation of $30.00 this will 
cover the items for a shoebox and shipping cost, to a child overseas who would 
otherwise receive nothing.  

 

Kick Off – Sunday, September 13th.  We will begin collecting monetary donations to 
purchase items to fill the shoeboxes. Envelopes are available at the church entrances. 
If you donate by check please make it payable to St. Michael Catholic Church and 
write on the memo line - BOX OF JOY. Box of Joy donation envelopes can be dropped 
in the offertory basket at the church. 

Due to Covid-19 we will not have a packing party this year.  If you would like to 
prepare your own shoebox, please contact me at 330-461-0737 and I will be happy to 
arrange to drop them off to you. 

Collections of Box Drop Off – November 8th   - This is the last day to drop off your 
self-prepared box to the church meeting room at the 11:00am Mass. 

Our goal this year is 100 Boxes.  Praying that we can continue to bless even more 
children with our boxes of love. 

May the Lord bless you immensely for your loving and caring heart! 

Peace and Love, 

Joanne Naylor 



The Franciscan Way of Prayer: 
Spiritual Wisdom from St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Friday, October 23, 2020    7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, October 24, 2020  10:00 – 11:30 am & 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi is one of the most beloved of all saints, and for good reason. 
He's a patron saint of animals and ecology, and was renowned for his compassionate 
care for the poor. He has been an inspiration to saints and ordinary people from his own 
day to the present (just think of Pope Francis!) Franciscan spirituality continues to 
inspire people of all walks of life. But beyond the birdbaths and the famous "Canticle 
of the Sun" just who was Francis? Our program will begin on Friday night by 
exploring the story of the young man from Assisi who walked away from a comfortable 
life to follow God's call; we'll begin to explore the key themes of Franciscan 
spirituality, a topic which we'll explore further on Saturday. Between the many legends 
of St. Francis, his beautiful prayers, and the charisms of the Franciscan order, we'll 
explore ways that anyone can draw closer to God's love through the inspiration 
of the great saint from Assisi. 
 
This retreat will take place on Zoom. There will be three conferences (all times are 
Eastern time): 
 
Friday Evening, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM: Getting to Know St. Francis of Assisi: An overview 
of St. Francis's life and the key themes of his spirituality. 
 
Saturday Morning: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM: Pray like a Franciscan: Insights into prayer 
from great Franciscan teachers, from Francis and Clare to Richard Rohr and Ilia Delio. 
 
Saturday Afternoon: 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM: Living a Franciscan Life: How can the 
Spirituality of St. Francis make a difference in our lives? Here are several ideas to get 
us started — and/or to take us deeper. 
 
The Presenter: Carl McColman is a Catholic author, blogger and podcaster based in 
Stone Mountain, GA. His books include Befriending Silence, The Big Book of Christian 
Mysticism and Unteachable Lessons. Find him online at www.carlmccolman.com. 

 

This program will be presented on-line via Zoom.  Please 
provide an email address so the invitation and link can be sent 

to you. 
 

For more information or to register contact oratorycenter@gmail.com or go to 
www.rockhilloratory.org/events/the-franciscan-way-of-prayer-spiritual-

wisdom-from-st-francis-of-assisi/ 

http://www.carlmccolman.com/
mailto:oratorycenter@gmail.com


 

Making Moral Choices  
 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) do not tell Catholics how to 
vote; the responsibility to make political choices rests with each person and his or her properly 
formed conscience, aided by prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing 
policies that violate human life or weaken its protection. 

 When morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed to determine how 
to do what is possible to restore justice—even if partially or gradually—without ever abandoning 
a moral commitment to full protection for all human life from conception to natural death (see 
St. John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 73). 

 Prudential judgment is also needed to determine the best way to promote the common 
good in areas such as housing, health care, and immigration. When church leaders make 
judgments about how to apply Catholic teaching to specific policies, this may not carry the same 
binding authority as universal moral principles but cannot be dismissed as one political opinion 
among others. These moral applications should inform the consciences and guide the actions of 
Catholics. 

 As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not 
sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s position on a single issue that 
involves an intrinsic evil, such as support for legal abortion or the promotion of racism, may 
legitimately lead a voter to dis-qualify a candidate from receiving support. 

 

What Public Policies Should Concern Catholics Most? 

 As Catholics, we are led to raise questions about political life other than those that 
concentrate on individual, material well-being. We focus more broadly on what protects or 
threatens the dignity of every human life. Catholic teaching challenges voters and candidates, 
citizens and elected officials, to consider the moral and ethical dimensions of public policy 
issues. In light of ethical principles, The USCCB offers the following policy goals they hope will 
guide Catholics as they form their consciences and reflect on the moral dimensions of their 
public choices: 

 • Address the preeminent requirement to protect human life—by restricting and bringing 
to an end the destruction of unborn children through abortion and providing women in crisis 
pregnancies with the supports they need. End the following practices: the use of euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of illness and disability; the destruction of human 
embryos in the name of research; the use of the death penalty to combat crime; and the 
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imprudent resort to war to address international disputes. 

 • Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as the life-long and faithful union 
of one man and one woman as the central institution of society; promote the complementarity of 
the sexes and reject false “gender” ideologies; provide better support for family life morally, 
socially, and economically, so that our nation helps parents raise their children with respect for 
life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility. 

 • Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to citizenship, treats 
immigrant workers fairly, prevents the separation of families, maintains the integrity of our 
borders, respects the rule of law, and addresses the factors that compel people to leave their own 
countries. 

 • Help families and children overcome poverty and ensure access to and choice in 
education, as well as decent work at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the 
vulnerable in our nation, while also helping to overcome widespread hunger and poverty around 
the world, especially in the policy areas of development assistance, debt relief, and international 
trade. 

 • Ensure full conscience protection and religious freedom for individuals and groups to 
meet social needs, and so enable families, community groups, economic structures, and 
government to work together to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, and care for 
creation. 

 • Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and religious freedom 
in our health care system. 

 • Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, hostility toward immigrants, religious 
bigotry, and other forms of unjust discrimination. 

 • Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force—examining for 
what purposes it may be used, under what authority, and at what human cost— with a special 
view to seeking a responsible and effective response for ending the persecution of Christians and 
other religious minorities in the Middle East and other parts of the world. 

 • Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights and religious 
liberty, and advance economic justice and care for creation. 
Copyright © United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.  
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