
 

 
 MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS  

 

Parochial Vicar:  Fr. José Quilcate 
frjose@charlestondiocese.org  



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS 

 

By: Deacon Keith Fournier 

The year was 258 A.D. It was a difficult beginning for what would become the First Christian Millennium. Hostility against the early followers of Jesus 
Christ was growing. The barbarism and severity of pagan Rome had begun to reach a fever pitch. It would soon lead to a blood lust. The newborn Christian 
Church, faithful to the One who had given Himself for the life of the world, continued the work of His redemption.  Roman authorities charged Christians 
of that era with "odium humani generis" [hatred of the human race]. The Romans claimed to be citizens of a great empire, yet they practiced primitive 
forms of abortion as well as "exposure", the killing of unwanted newborns.  First and Second century Rome was a challenging mission field for these early 
Christians. Rome proclaimed itself the shining example to the world of its age while it violated the Natural Moral Law and embraced debauchery. Sound 
familiar?  The day that Deacon Lawrence experienced his birth from death to life was an ominous and frightful day in ancient Rome. Four days earlier, the 
great Bishop of Rome, Sixtus, was arrested by soldiers of the emperor Valerian, along with his beloved deacons, and beheaded.  Valerian had issued an 
edict to the Roman Senate that all the Christian clergy-bishops, priests and deacons-were to be arrested and executed. There were so many holy people 
among the martyrs of early Rome. That makes it even more remarkable that the life and death of this one humble Deacon-Lawrence-is attributed with all of 
Rome becoming Christian.  Sentenced to death in the Emperor Valerian's sweeping condemnation of all Christian clergy, Lawrence offended the 
Emperor  - and endeared himself to all Christians since then - by assembling before Valerian the real gold and silver of the Church, the poor.  According to 
the Christian tradition, Deacon Lawrence, knowing that the fervor of Valerians' hatred was extending to all Christians who owned property, began to give it 
all away. He distributed the money and treasures of the Church to the city's poor-believing the clear admonition of the Savior that they were blessed and 
especially loved by Him.  Valerian heard the news and wanted the treasure to satisfy his unbridled lust for worldly power. So, he offered Deacon Lawrence 
a way out of sure death. If he would show him where the Church's great gold and silver were located, he would issue an order of clemency, sparing his life 
so that he could continue his work.  Valerian was delighted when the deacon asked for three days to gather all the gold and silver of the Church together in 
one central place! His pride and greed filled blinded him from seeing the truth.  For three days, Deacon Lawrence went throughout the city and invited all 
the beloved poor, handicapped, and misfortunate to come together. They were being supported by a thriving early Christian community who understood the 
Gospel imperative to recognize Jesus in the poor.  When Valerian arrived, Deacon Lawrence presented him with the true gold and silver of the Church, the 
poor! The emperor was filled with rage! Beheading was not enough for this Christian Deacon. He ordered Deacon Lawrence to be burned alive, in public, 
on a griddle. Witnesses recorded the public martyrdom. The deacon cheerfully offered himself to the Lord Jesus and even joked with his executioners!  The 
tradition records massive conversions to the Christian faith as a result of the holy life and death of one Deacon who understood the true heart of his 
vocation. He was poured out, like his Master, Jesus Christ the Servant, in redemptive love, on behalf of others. It is still said to this day that all of Rome 
became Christian as a result of the faithful life, and the death, of this one humble deacon. He was buried in a cemetery on the Via Tiburtina. On that spot, 
Constantine would later build a Basilica.  A special devotion to Lawrence, deacon and martyr, spread throughout the entire Christian community. Early 
Christians had no doubt that those who had gone to be with the Lord continued to pray for those who still struggled in this earthly life. They saw in 
Lawrence a great example of how to live, and how to die, faithful to the Gospel.  Years later, St Augustine reflected on the heroism of this great deacon in a 
sermon preached on his feast day, emphasizing that his life and death were an example for all Christians to emulate: "I tell you again and again my 
brethren, that in the Lord's garden are to be found not only the roses of His martyrs. In it there are also the lilies of the virgins, the ivy of wedded couples, 
and the violets of widows. On no account may any class of people despair, thinking that God has not called them."  The life and death of Deacon Lawrence 
speaks the timeless message of the Gospel to all who will listen.  Whether we are ever called to shed our blood in what has traditionally been called red 
martyrdom or simply called to offer our sacrifices daily in a continuous life of poured-out love, traditionally called white martyrdom, we continue the 
redemptive work of the Lord through our daily Christian lives and participation in the life of the Church.  The Deacon and martyr Lawrence offered himself 
fully to Jesus Christ - and shows us the way to do the same.  Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr, Pray for us  ~ Catholic Online 

       

Please pray for all our loved ones serving with the armed forces, especially Cody Piontek. 
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     HORARIO DE OFICINA PARA LA COMUNIDAD 
HISPANA: martes - 3:30 - 6:30 pm y domingos de 1:00 – 
3:00pm. Para contrataciones de coro, comunicarse con el 
Sr. Jesus Avila -  864-561-4859.  

     Los padres de familia deben de registrar el bautismo en 
la oficina, también deben de  participar y colaborar en la 
misa. La aplicación se  llenará en persona con la secretaria   
Marisol.  Debe de traer el acta de nacimiento ORIGINAL 
del niño/a. 

Segundo martes de cada mes-clases prebautismales 
después de la misa. Para más información favor de 
comunicarse con el Sr. Ramiro 864-337-6833. 

     Hay Hora Santa y Exposición con el Santísimo, los 
primeros Viernes del mes, a las 7:00 P.M. (Siete de la 
Noche). Cordialmente invitados. 

THE KNIGHTS’ CORNER 
If you are interested in becoming a Knight 
of Columbus,  please contact Lee Van 

Voris 864-543-7671 or Walt Lordemann 
864-943-2260 or go online to 

www.kofc.org/joinus and follow 
directions. 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 31, 2022 

Attendance:  831 Collection: $  12,225.37 
Building Fund:  $ 0.00 

 
(Totals include Memorial and Online Donations.) 

August 7, 2022 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Christ makes it quite clear that he expects us to be different.  
One of the ways he expects us to be different  is by practic-
ing stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  

2022-2023 CCD Classes 
Registration for 2022-2023 
CCD Classes will take 
place on Sundays August 7 
and 14 from 10:30 am-
11:30 am & 1:30 pm-2:30 
pm in St. Bernadette Hall.   
We are also adding Sun-
day, August 28, same 

times as above, for registration.  Parents need to sign 
their children up for classes, especially if the child will be 
attending the sacramental years: 1st & 2nd; 7th & 8th 
grades.  We look forward to seeing you! 

Catholicism 101 
A new adult education class will be 
offered in the Fall titled 
“Catholicism 101”.  This class is 
perfect for those who want to “get 
back to basics” and rediscover foun-
dational Catholic teaching and 

truths.  The classes will be held from 10:30am – 11:30am on 
Sundays following Mass in the new gym.  Outlines will be 
given in class.  There is no cost. 
  
September 18: Truth & God 
September 25: Divine Revelation              
October 2:  Creation and the Angels 
October 16: Morality & Sin 
October 30: The Person and Work of Christ 
November 13: The Church 
November 20: The Sacraments and the Liturgy 
December 4: Four Last Things (& Purgatory) 
December 11: The Communion of Saints 

Pine Straw Fundraiser 
The Youth Group is selling pine straw to raise funds.  If you 
are interested in purchasing some, please contact Walt Lor-
demann at the church office. 

Parish Picnic 
Mark your calendars: Sunday, October 
9, 2022 @ 2pm ~ OLOL’s Parish Pic-
nic.  Be watching the bulletin and the 
website for further information!  The 
K of C will also host their Soccer 
Shootout during the picnic. 

Greenwood Catholic Women’s Club 
All ladies of the church are invited to 
join the Greenwood Catholic Women's 
Club for a drop-in on Wednesday the 
10th  for an evening of fellowship from 
6:30 to 8:00.  Light hors d'oeuvres will 
be served.  Please come and get to know 
us!  

RCIA 
“So You Want to Be Catholic?”  The 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
preparation classes begin August 14 at 
6:00 pm in St. Bernadette Hall.  RCIA is 
a great way to learn about the Catholic 
faith and perhaps continue the path to 
becoming Catholic at Easter.  Please 

check our website for further details or contact Dr. Joseph 
Johnson. Pathway House 3rd Annual  

Benefit Concert 
Pathway House is hosting its 3rd 
Annual Benefit Concert on Satur-
day, August 20th at 5 pm at the 
First Presbyterian Church located 
at 108 W Cambridge Avenue.  
Donations are accepted on behalf 
of Pathway House.  Parishioners 
Kaylin Mahal Smith organized this 

concert; and Spencer Smith and Aina Brazil will play the 
piano. 

"Whenever anything disagreeable or displeasing happens 
to you, remember Christ crucified and be silent." 
–St. John of the Cross  


