
 

 

            Mission Statement 
As a parish family of St. Francis de Sales Church, we are committed to stewardship as our 
way of life.  We place God first in all things.  Centered in the real presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist, we devote ourselves to proclaim the Gospel.  We are dedicated to grow as a 
faith community to holiness through prayer, sacraments and service to all God’s people. S

t. 
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 We Invite You to Celebrate 

Eucharist:   
    Saturday (Vigil):          5:00 PM
 Sunday          8:00 AM 
                 (& LIVE on Facebook)-10:00 AM 
               12:00 PM    

Morning Mass:  
 Monday through Friday        8:30 AM         
 Saturday (Memorial  Mass)   8:30 AM       

Holy Days:     8:30AM, 12:00 PM, 7:30PM 
 

ReconciliaƟon:   
       Saturday                           4:00 - 4:45 PM  
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Served By:         

Rev. Chris Barkhausen, Pastor 
Deacon Dennis Gil  

~ 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. John Boland 

  

               

      614 Route 517, Vernon, NJ 
              Mailing Address: P.O. Box 785, McAfee, NJ 07428 

               Telephone: 973-827-3248    www.stfrancisvernon.org 

 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 

— Mark 13:33 

 

Welcome to St. Francis de Sales Parish  
We extend a warm welcome to all who attend our Church. 

We hope you will find our parish community a place where your life of faith will be nourished.  
Your prayers, your presence, and your talent are most welcome. May God bless all of us.  

We are open in LIMITED capacity.  Regular morning Mass and Weekend Schedule are back in place.  
However, we are limited to 110 people per Mass (25% capacity), as directed by the Bishop, due to COVID19.  

 Sunday Mass will REMAIN LIVE on Facebook– Sunday at 10 AM- Father Chris 
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28- Saturday        
         8:30 AM       Saturday Memorial Mass 
         5:00 PM       Nancy Gubner req by The Avery’s     
29 - Sunday          
          8:00 AM     Bob McLean req by PaƩy & Dave Mitchell Family           
        10:00 AM     Joan Stellingwerf req by  The Bakay Family    
        12:00 PM     Marion Costanza req by Speziale Family   
 

30 - Monday  
         8:30 AM       Anthony Colannino req by Mick & Dee Carlson      

01 - Tuesday         
        8:30 AM        John Doonan req by Jeannie & Roy Diemer  
 

02 -  Wednesday 
          8:30 AM       Amita Romer req by The Drogo & Byra Families  
03 - Thursday        
         8:30  AM       Doug Kistle req by The Avery’s     
04  - Friday  
         8:30 AM       Robert, Dorothy and Robert McNally, Jr. req by 
  The Avery’s  
05- Saturday        
         8:30 AM       Saturday Memorial Mass 
         5:00 PM      Peg & Ed Farrell req by The Delhauer Family      
06 - Sunday          
          8:00 AM     Robert Stengel req by Vicki & Geno Santos           
        10:00 AM     Jennifer Kirchmer Young req by Family     
        12:00 PM     Margaret Clifford req by Liz & ScoƩ Rockwell  

 SATURDAY MEMORIAL MASS  
 

The 8:30AM  Saturday Mass during the 
month of   December will  be offered 
for the souls of:  Clara Borst,  Frank  
Curran, Frank, Catherine & Edward 
DeYoung, Stephen Fava, Kathleen 
Ryan Peterson, Marion & Albert  
Sinforosa, Paul Smitko, Joan  
Stellingwerf,  Jennifer Kirchmer Young  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 

Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 

  
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14;  
 Mk 1:1-8 

Baptismal Prep Classes   
Next class is tentatively scheduled  November 18, 2020  
At 7:30 PM. Call Cathy in the office to sign up 

 (973)827-3248 x 300.   

  Do you have a Sponsor/Godparent form that 
needs to be signed?   Contact the Parish office. M-F 

Eucharistic Ministers      Lectors  Altar Servers  

 

Parish Membership:  A Parishioner is one who belongs to our parish 
family.  As such, he/she is registered and is committed  through 

active participation in the life of the parish community by regularly 
attending Mass, joining ministries, and financially supporting the 

parish. For Sponsor Certificates for Baptism and Confirmations, rec-
ommendations, etc. please call the parish offices. The person re-

questing such must be registered and be an active member of our 
Parish community.  We request that you register at our monthly 

welcome meetings so that we can better serve you. 

SAT., DEC. 5TH, 2020  5PM     
E1 Kelly Leavitt  Rick Klattenberg None 
E3 Ann Leavitt     
      
SUN., DEC. 6TH, 2020 8AM     
E1 Janice Gaughan Janet Tussey None 
E3 Mike Molloy     
      
10AM     
E1 Ginger Wynne Jill Marchesani None 
E3 Barbara Reed     
      
12PM     
E1 Anne Healy  Erin Daly None 
E3 Maureen Carr     
       
DEC. 8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception  7:30 PM  
E1 Cheryl Avery  Arleen Hill None 
E3 Ken Mahouchick      

  Can you help out ??? 
 

 
Due to COVID-19, we are clean-

ing the church after every 
Mass.  If you are able, ASK an 

Usher if you can help in Wiping 
down the pews.   

BIG AMBITION 
Give up your small ambitions;  

come with me to save the world. 
—St. Francis Xavier 
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Gluten-Free Communion Hosts 

 

Are you or a family member allergic to gluten?  
To receive gluten-free Communion : 

• Arrive 10-15 minutes before Mass and speak to an usher. 
• You must receive communion from the 

priest.  
• When it is your turn to receive; remind 

the priest that you require a gluten-free 

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR TREASURE 

Prayers for the Sick and Dying 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is one of the best means of 
assisting the dying. Jesus revealed the power of this 
prayer to St. Faustina. The Lord gave many promises 
regarding recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet for 
the sick and/or dying.  
 

There are parishioners who regularly pray the chap-
let.  We have a prayer chain and are accepting 
prayer requests.  
 

If you are interested in joining the prayer chain, 
please contact Bea Harrigan at  (973) 
827-0083.  
 If you have a special prayer  request, 
or prayers  for a loved one who is sick 
and/or dying, you may call Bea Harri-
gan, Cheryl Avery at (973) 702-1342, or  
Denise Drogo at (973) 875-6863. 

Sunday Collection :Nov. 15, 2020      Total $  9,659. 
(This includes drop-offs, mail-ins,  
bank bill-pay and OSV Online giving 
received for the period 11/9/20 thru 11/15/20 
 
Same Sunday last year                             $11,490. 
 
For those that us online giving, the following are   
upcoming collections: 
 
Dec. 06  Christmas Flowers   
 
Diocesan Assessment Collection Nov 1,2020  $ 555. 
(This includes drop-offs, mail-ins, and OSV Online giving 
received for the period 10/28/20- 11/3/20) 
 
Diocesan Assessment Collection fiscal YTD: $5,490. 
What we have paid to Diocese fiscal YTD    $16,576. 
 
Diocesan Assessment for FY2020-2021        $66,301.  
 

We hope that you are able to support the Parish by 
mailing your donation or by donating online.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTION 
 

We are pleased to offer our parish website has a link to 
sign up for online giving. Simply go to 
www.stfrancisvernon.org, where you will find the link un-
der the home tab. Or if you prefer, go directly to the site. 
  NEW LINK 

 https://osvhub.com/st-francis-vernon/funds  
 

As always, we thank you for your support of our parish.  
 

During this unprecedented time, your continued  
support of our parish is critical.   

 If you prefer not to do online, your donations 
may be mailed to the church.  

St. Francis de Sales  
P.O. Box 785 
McAfee, NJ 07428  

 

 28 - Sat.      No Rel. Ed.   
                      11:00 AM AA (SCB) 
                      GiŌ Shop in Social Hall  (aŌer Mass.)  
 

29 - Sun.      GiŌ Shop in Social Hall (AŌer All Masses)                 
 First Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 PM Youth Ministry Friendsgiving                        

30- Mon      6:30 PM Circle of Friends                               

01 - Tues.   9:00AM Circle of Friends  
                     4:30 PM Rel. Ed.  Group A In-Person  
                           Group B - Virtual  
 

02 - Weds.   XYZ - Off Premise MeeƟng 
                       7:30 PM R.C.I.A. (Zoom)      

03 - Thurs.  10:00 AM Book Group (Library 
                      8:00 PM KOC (106-108)     
04 - Fri.         No MeeƟngs                          

05 - Sat.       9:00 AM Rel. Ed.   
                      11:00 AM AA (SCB) 
                      6:00 AM Parish TREE LIGHTING   
 

06 - Sun.      Second Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 AM Rite of Acceptance 
                        HS Program (9-10)  

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE  November 2020 Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  
Mike Annunziata Sr., ScoƩ BartleƩ,  Eileen 
Behrens, Fr. Eugene Boland, Fr. Jack Boland,  
George,  Sean Connell, Paul Contreri,  S. 
Chmara, Evie Dixon,  Robert A. Drogo, Anne Fleming,  
Maureen Frazer, Grausso Family, Louis Hebert, Richard X. 
Heffernan, Tom Kelly, Anne Kolibas, Joseph Kolibas, Lisa 
Merck,  Nelson Ota, Janet Pagano, Janice Peak, Jimmy 
Pier,   Gene Rourke, MaƩhew,  Candace Tidd, ChrisƟne 
Vozzella, Fr. Fred Walters,  Patricia WeƩerlind  

Gift Shop  - Special Opening !  
Gift Shop will be open during the Tree Lighting.  

Saturday, Dec 5th. following the  5PM Mass  
 Please only one person at a time at the Shop. 

 Masks must be worn .  
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During the Advent season, households should 
spend time together preparing for the approaching 
celebration of the birth of Christ.  The Advent 
wreath has become one of the most meaningful 
customs of the season.  Its simplicity and meaning 

have a special appeal for children.  Observing the Advent sea-
son in this special way can bring a family together in thought 
and prayer and fill all who participate with a warm sense of 
belonging and spiritual presence.  
 
Like so many of our Christian customs, the Advent wreath is an 
adaptation of an ancient practice that dates back to pre-Christian 
times. Long ago in northern Europe, the growing dark and win-
ter weather in Advent forced people to remove the wheels from 
their carts and replace them with snow runners. The wheels 
were hung high in the  
rafters of the house, fitted out with lanterns, and wound tightly 
with evergreen boughs. Candles were lighted around a wheel 
during the festival of the winter solstice to celebrate the return 
of gradually lengthening daylight.  Although the history of the 
Advent wreath is noteworthy,  the meaning and symbolism of it 
carry a greater significance for us  as we anticipate the birth of 
Christ and the enlightenment His coming brings to our lives.  
 
The season of Advent is a time of hopeful anticipation for the 
birth of Christ.  With its rounded garland and four candles, the 
Advent wreath is a decorative extension of that hope.  The gar-
land, which is often made from the trimmings of the Christmas 
tree, is shaped into a circle to symbolize the eternal God and our 
ongoing life.  It also commemorates new life and a fresh start to 
the upcoming year. 
 
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent.  Three 
candles are blue and the fourth is pink, the color of the vest-
ments traditionally worn on the third Sunday of Advent. 
 
The wreath is placed on a table or suspended from the ceiling.  
One candle is lit for each Sunday of Advent, until all four are 
radiating light, designed to welcome the birth of Jesus, the light 
of the world.  A fifth candle, white in color, is placed in the 
center of the wreath and lit on Christmas morning.  

 

Christmas Schedule  
Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec 24th, 2020   

**3:00 PM 
**5:30 PM (Livestreamed) 
**8:00 PM  
**12 Midnight  (Livestreamed)  

 
Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25th, 2020 

**10:00 AM  (Livestreamed)  
**12:00 Noon  

( Please note: No morning Mass on December  
 24th- Thursday, 25th - Friday, or 26th.-Saturday)  

**TO PHYSCIALLY ATTEND 
TICKETS MUST BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE 

Link to reserve tickets:  
https://stfrancisvernon.flocknote.com/signup/27109 

The hyperlink is available on our website.  
www.stfrancisvernon.org  : Reserve online by Dec.10th, 

After that you must call the office .  
 

 Church limit is 150 people per Mass. Sign Up Early.  
Tickets must be picked up. Pick up times:  

After Masses Dec 12-13th and Dec. 19-20th or during the 
week of Dec. 14-18th from the Office 9AM - 3PM. 

   
        (Regular Weekend Schedule) 

   Dec. 26th: Saturday  5:00 PM Mass  
   Dec 27th: Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM,&12 Noon 

(10:00 AM Mass will be livestreamed on Facebook.)  
 

New Year’s  
Dec. 31st, 2020 Thursday  5:00 PM  
Jan. 1st, 2021  Fr iday 10:00 AM  
 

The blessing of the Advent wreath is meant to accompany 
the start of the Advent Season.  Following is a suggested 
blessing and service for each of the 4 weeks of Advent.  
There are many variations of the Advent wreath ceremony 
and many different published prayers and devotions.  You  
may prefer to use your family’s own words, prayers and 
customs. 
 
Leader:   Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
All:   Who has made heaven and earth. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray, O God, by whose Word all things are 
made holy, pour forth your blessings upon this wreath, and 
grant that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ.  Amen. 
 

FIRST WEEK 
Leader:   The Lord is our faith and our life. 
All:   May the Lord’s peace be with us all. 

Leader:   And His love shine in our hearts. 
All:   Our hope is in the coming of the Lord. 
 
One blue candle is lit (traditionally by the youngest child; 
however, you may want all of your children to share in 
this activity).  During the rest of the week, this candle is re
-lit at the evening meal or whenever the family gathers 
together. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray, that our  faith may be strength-
ened for the coming of the Lord. (Pause for silent prayer.)  
Father in heaven, our hearts desire the warmth of your 
love and our minds are searching for the light of your 
Word. Increase our longing for Christ our Savior and give 
us strength to grow in our faith so that the day of His com-
ing may find us prepared and filled with joy. 
All:   Amen 

Blessing of the Advent  Wreath  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                           
 

Petrina Garrity 973-827-3248 x 327 
Petrina@stfrancisvernon.org  

Grade 1 - 6:  

 

If your child had any 
problems logging in to 
“Christ in Us” Please contact- Petrina. 

 
 

Please note your child must be logged into 
their account to complete assignments. 

I            ADVENT SALE   
When: After All Masses the weekend  

of Nov 28-29  
Where: Church Social Hall  

 
This is your opportunity to get Advent 

Calendars,  
Candles, & 
Wreaths !  

 
Oplatki are 
 available! 

St. Francis GIFT SHOP 

Youth Ministry Upcoming Schedule 
(High School Students 9th -12th)  

Masks must be worn and maintaining Social 
Distancing 

FRIENDSGIVING:  Sun. Nov.29th  
5:00 - 6:30 PM  

We give thanks to the Lord for the gift of 
one another. Bring snacks or drinks individ-
ually wrapped to share as we celebrate the 

holiday with food and games together. 

   
Christmas Party - Sun. Dec. 13  

5:00 - 6:30 PM  
The best gift to give is the gift of oneself.  
Come and Celebrate the birth of our Lord 

with friends. There will be party games and 
snacks. (Individually wrapped)     

Dec.  06, 2020 Time: 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM  
Dec. 20, 2020  Time: 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM   

Jan. 03, 2020  Time: 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM  
Jan. 10, 2021   Time: 12 Noon - 5 PM Crunch Sunday 

PARISH CHIRSTMAS TREE LIGHTING  
When: Saturday, Dec.5th, 6:00 PM  
  (following 5PM Mass) 
  Where: Front Circle 

 

   Join us! It’s outside, 
   wear a Mask, let’s  

       sing some Christmas 
    Carols, have some 

       Hot Chocolate and 
         usher in our Advent     

        Season! 

Our Parish Giving Tree Gift Tags will be on the Walls of the Church 
Social Hall, to allow Social Distancing while choosing your tags.  

 Tags will be out starting Nov 28th.  
 

The Christmas holidays are not always happy times for everyone and any little extra that you 
can do will be a blessing to those we serve. 
 

Gifts should be wrapped and tagged (with the original tag from Church) and returned by       
December 20th.  Please bring your wrapped gift inside the Church and place it in front of the 
lighted tree in the alcove by the tabernacle.  If you have any questions, please call Joanne in the 
office at (973) 827-3248 ext. 324. 
 

Monetary donations and gift cards are also welcomed and should be brought directly to the 
 parish office.  We can spread God’s love through our generosity!  God bless you. 

ANTIOCH RETREAT TEAM MEETING DATES (11th  & 12th Graders)  
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Moving In? Moving Out? Please contact the  
office, to register or correct our records.  

 Does St. Francis have your correct email?? 
We want to be able to get our most current information to you.  

St. Francis Food Pantry is remaining open 
with limited volunteers to assist during this 

crisis.  
The food pantry is in current need of :  

 Special Need: Pancake Syrup, Toilet Paper, 
Toothpaste, Pasta  & Coffee. As well as Canned 
Soup & Stews, Tuna, Peanut Butter, Grape 
Jelly, Mac & Cheese, Breakfast items: Cold 
Cereal, Oatmeal, &  Granola Bars,  & Toilet-
ries 

Of course we appreciate all food donations! 
 

Donations may be dropped in front of the church 
doors. There will be a grocery cart there to place 

your donations. Due to bears and wild life- 
only leave   donations while the Shopping 
cart is out!  Mon - Fri 9AM   -4 PM & During 

Mass 
 

USED CLEAN PLASIC SUPERMARKET BAGS ARE NEEDED 
 

Thank you for sharing what God has given you!  
 

The need is greater than ever!  Thank you!  

Are you using cans with POP TOP TABS??  
(Soda, Soups, Pet food)  

  

The Columbiettes are collecting them 
for RONALD MC DONALD HOUSE 
(Central & Northern NJ).  
 

Please save them at home, until we can meet 
again. Then the Columbiettes will take care of 

the rest. Thank you for participating.!  

 

PRAY - SHARE - SERVE - LOVE 

Keep in touch with St. Francis de Sales 24/7 
 Join our Facebook pages. 

 

 PARISH page: www.facebook.com/StfrancisVernon 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY page:   www.facebook.com/
St.Francis de Sales Youth Ministry  

         SAVE THE DATE :  

     Friday, January 29th, 10 AM  
 

Event: Mass and March for Life -  
Frankford/Branchville  

Location: Our Lady Queen of Peace,  
   209 US-206, Branchville, NJ  

 

This January 29, we will be bringing the message home, to 
Branchville , to our neighbors, friends, colleagues, coworkers 
and acquaintances. While thousands gather in Washington, DC 
for the annual March for Life on January 29th, we will be 
reaching out to our local community in Sussex County.  
 
The day will begin with Holy Mass at 10 AM.  We will then 
proceed across Route 206 with a police escort and prayerfully 
process through the town of Branchville- The March For Life.   
 
There will also be a viewing of the film:  UNPLANNED after 
the March when we return back to Our Lady Queen of Peace.  
 
Come and join us. Bring your family and friends. Be a Witness. 
Be a Voice.  
 
Jenifer Durso, Office Manager  
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Branchville, NJ   973-948-3185  

Christmas flowers  
A wonderful way to remember your  
deceased loved ones during this  
Holiday Season is by purchasing  

Poinsettia Plants for 
our Church’s  
 Sanctuary.   
An Envelope is  
provided in your 
packet or you may 
pick one up in the 
Atrium.  

Saint Paul’s abbey  
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM & GIFT SHOP 

 
St. Paul’s Abbey on Route 206, one mile 

south of Newton, has thousand of Christmas 
Trees ready to choose n’ 

cut.  
7 Days a week  

Nov 27 to Dec. 20th  
10 AM - 3 PM  

 
We also have a Gift Shop 

with may items that 
make ideal Christmas gifts, including books, 

statues, jewelry and more.   
973-383-2470  

www.newtonosb.org  



 

 

St. Francis de Sales Parish 
614 Route 517, Vernon, NJ   

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 785, McAfee, NJ 07428 

Main Number ................................................. 973-827-3248 
Fax ................................................................. 973-827-7534 
 

Food Pantry ........................................................................ 143 
Joanne MaƩhes (Office Manager) ...................................... 324 
Petrina Garrity  (Religious EducaƟon Coordinator) ............ 327 
Janet Kubik (Bookkeeper) ................................................... 325 
Deacon Dennis Gil (Building Supervisor) ............................ 348 
Evelyn Ilaw (Music Coordinator) ......................................... 336 
Linda Stengel (LiƩle Angels Learning Center) ..................... 147 
Cathy Carney (RecepƟon) ................................................... 300 

 

Web Page .............................. www.sƞrancisvernon.org 
Email .................................. office@sƞrancisvernon.org 
 

Fr. Chris Barkhausen ……….. FrChris@sƞrancisvernon.org  
Joanne MaƩhes .................. joanne@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Petrina Garrity…………..……...petrina@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Janet Kubik ............................. Janet@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Deacon Dennis Gil ................ dennis@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Evelyn Ilaw ........................... evelyn@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Linda Stengel ................. liƩleangels@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Cathy Carney .......................... cathy@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Linda Allen-Poole ……youthministry@sƞrancisvernon.org  

 

Sacrament of the Sick: Those who are sick, homebound, or in the hospital are a vital part of our parish family.  Please call the 
parish office to arrange for the recepƟon of the Eucharist and AnoinƟng of the Sick. 
 

Sacrament of BapƟsm: Parents must be registered members of the parish and aƩend a preparaƟon class before arranging for 
the bapƟsm of their child.  Please call the parish office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples planning to marry at St. Francis de Sales should contact the pastor at least one year in advance 
and before making any other arrangements.  You must be registered in the parish for at least six months prior to seƫng a date.  
The couple is expected to worship with the community and commit themselves to the Marriage PreparaƟon program. 
 
 

New Parishioners: Our parish invites everyone to parƟcipate fully in our spiritual and social life.  To become a member of our 
community, we invite you to a welcome meeƟng.  Please call the parish office to find out the next meeƟng date. 

LOOK on the back of the bulletin!   
 

We are able to provide the bulletin each 
week without cost to the parish because of 

the advertisers.  
 Please patronize our Advertisers!  

 
Keep Scrolling! 
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