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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Loving God, I come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all I am 
and all that I have is a gift from you.  In faith and love, help me to 
do your will.  I am listening, Lord God. Speak your words into the 
depth of my soul, that I may hear you clearly.  I offer to you this 
day all the facets of my life, whether it be at home, at work, or at 
school—to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy.  
Give me the wisdom and insight to understand your will for me 
and the fervor to fulfill my good intentions.  I offer my gifts of time, 
talent and possessions to you as a true act of faith, to reflect my 
love for you and my neighbor.  Help me to reach out to others as 
you my God have reached out to me.



CGS Mission 

● Our mission as a Roman Catholic community is to 
proclaim the teachings of Jesus Christ as declared in 
the scriptures and shown in the sacred tradition of 
the church. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
know, love, and serve God and our neighbors.



CGS Vision

Build a community of love and hope by putting 
our faith into action. 



Outline

Introduction/ Call
Jesus’ Way
Living as a Steward
Stewards of the Church
The Christian Steward



Homework

● What are the implications of God’s calling us into a love 
relationship (covenant) and of being a people uniquely his 
own? What does this say about dignity, equality, unity? you 
undertake stewardship more and more as a way of your 
Christian life, do you foresee any difficulties, obstacles, 
etc.? 



Review
Chapter 4 -Stewards of the Church

• We reviewed God’s relationship with humanity from the beginning of 
creation in Genesis 1 and 2

• We looked at the Book of Deuteronomy 16:10, 16-17 - and how the 
ancient Hebrews began to understand their relationship with God and how 
to offer gratitude to the Lord. 

• In I Corinthians 14:12 – we saw St. Paul’s understanding of how God’s 
Church is built up.. 

• “Through personal participation in and support of the Church’s mission of 
proclaiming and teaching, serving and sanctifying” (pg. 31). 



Stewards of the Church

• looked at the work of Evangelization through

• Catechesis

• Formation in the faith

• Participation in the Church

• We looked at the role of parents (domestic Church)

• We looked at the role of the parish

• We looked at the role of the diocese



● Importance of Solidarity
● Obstacles to Solidarity



Eucharistic Stewardship

● In the Eucharist, Christians reaffirm their participation in 

the New Covenant; they give thanks to God for 
blessings received; and they strengthen their bonds of 
commitment to one another as members of the covenant 
community.” 



What do Christians bring to the Eucharistic Celebration?

Their lives as Christian disciples

Their personal vocations

Their stewardship they have exercised

Their individual contributions to the Kingdom of God

Their thanks and gratitude to God



V. The Christian Steward

● In n the Gospel, Jesus speaks of the ‘faithful and 
prudent steward’ as one whom a householder sets 
over other members of the household in order to 
‘distribute the food allowance at the proper time’ 
(Luke 12:42; cf. Matthew 24:25 [actually 45]). 
Evidently, good stewards understand that they are 
to share with others what they have received, that 
this must be done in a timely way, and that God will 
hold them accountable for how well or how badly 
they do it. (pg. 39)



Luke 12:42-48

● Be sure of this: if the master of the house 
had known the hour when the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. You also must be prepared, for 
at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man 
will come.



Luke 12: 42-48

Then Peter said, “Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone?” 

And the Lord replied, “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his 

servants to distribute [the] food allowance at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival 

finds doing so. Truly, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if that servant says to himself, 

‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and 

get drunk, then that servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish 

him severely and assign him a place with the unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will but did not make 

preparations nor act in accord with his will shall be beaten severely; and the servant who was ignorant of his 

master’s will but acted in a way deserving of a severe beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be required 

of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.



Matthew 24:45-51

● Who, then, is the faithful and prudent servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of his household to distribute to them 
their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his 
master on his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will 
put him in charge of all his property. But if that wicked servant 
says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed,’ and begins to beat 
his fellow servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the 
servant’s master will come on an unexpected day and at an 
unknown hour and will punish him severely* and assign him a 
place with the hypocrites, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth



The Grandeur of God

● The bishops use the poet, Gerard Manly Hopkins to 
explain the disposition of the disciple’s heart so that 
he/she can be a good steward. 
● Do not be deceived... all good giving and every 

perfect gift is from above” (James 1:16-17), 
● and this is true above all where spiritual gifts are 

concerned. Various as they are, ‘one and the same 
Spirit produces all of these’ (I Corinthians 12:11)



The Grandeur of God

● Including the gift of discernment itself, which leads men and 
women to say: ‘We have not received the spirit of the world 
but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the 
things freely given us by God’ (I Cor 2:12)

● So it is that people have the power to live as stewards, 
striving to realize the ideal set forth by Paul, ‘Whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 
God’” (pg. 39-40).



Qualities of the Christian Steward

• Conscientious

• Faithful

• Trustworthy

• Accountable

• Generous

• They love authentically

• They neither live nor die as their own masters; rather, ‘if we  live, we 
live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8)



Qualities of Christian Stewards

● “Women and men who seek to live in this way 
learn that ‘all things work for good for those who 
love God’ (Rom. 8:28). It is part of their personal 
experience that God is ‘rich in mercy [and] we 
are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the 
good works that God has prepared in advance, 
that we should live in them’ (Eph. 2:4, 10)” (pg. 
40-41).



Blessed Virgin Mary

● As Mother of God, her stewardship consisted of 
her maternal service and devotion to Jesus, from 
infancy to adulthood, up to the agonizing hours of 
Jesus’ death (Jn 19:25). As Mother of the 
Church, her stewardship is clearly articulated in 
the closing chapter of the Second Vatican 
Council’s Constitution on the Church, Lumen 
Gentium (cf. nos. 52-69). 



Blessed Virgin Mary

● “In the meantime the Mother of Jesus in the glory which 

she possesses in body and soul in heaven is the image of 
the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come. 
Likewise she shines forth on earth, until the day of the 
Lord shall come (cf 2 Pet. 3:10), a sign of certain hope 
and comfort to the pilgrim People of God” (#68).



Stewards of the Garden

● “Genesis telling the story of creation, says God looked 

upon what had been made and found it good; and 
seeing the world’s goodness, God entrusted it to 
human beings. ‘The Lord God planted a garden” and 
placed there human persons ‘to cultivate and care for 
it’ (Gn 2:8, 15).



Stewards of the Garden

● Now as then and always, it is a central part of the 
human vocation that we be good stewards of what we 
have received – this garden, this divine human 
workshop, this world and all that is in it – setting minds 
and  hearts and hands to the task of creating and 
redeeming in cooperation with our God, Creator and 
Lord of all” (pg. 41). 



For Reflection



Matthew 5:13-16

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what 
can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a 
lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a 
lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your 
light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father.



Closing Prayer

Loving Father, we ask You to bless our efforts to build a 
community pleasing to You, as we worship with humble and contrite 
hearts. Help us as Our Journey Continues in Building a Faith-Filled 
Future for our community. We are called together by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, therefore, we rely on your constant guidance and help. 
Grant us wisdom to know your will, so we may respond with generous 
hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 




