
A New Adventure for Christ the Good Shepherd 

 In the Acts of the Apostles, 4:32-34, we read, “The community of believers was of 

one heart and mind… With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all.” In St. Paul’s First Letter to the 

Corinthians 11:17-22 we hear St. Paul chastise the community for the abuse that 

happens during the Eucharistic meal. The gatherings of the early Church were in 

people’s homes. This is from where the phrase Domestic Church comes.  

 In 1978 when Christ the Good Shepherd was founded, because the community 

did not have any buildings, people met in one another’s homes for everything from 

religious education to community meetings. If you are a founding member of CGS, you 

remember with much fondness these days of home gatherings. They facilitated 

community and relationship. 

 Because of the on-going challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to 

search for ways to gather safely. Motivated by our scriptural and actual history here at 

CGS, we are going back to our roots for faith formation. Beginning the week of Sunday, 

September 20 (National Catechetical Sunday) CGS will begin sending out weekly 

formation lessons to every registered household. These lessons are designed to assist the 

entire family to come together throughout the week to learn about our faith.  

 When parents present their child to the Church to be Baptized, they take on the 

responsibility to form their children in the faith of the Church. These lessons are 

designed to assist the parents to do just that – form their children. But learning and 

growing in our faith is not just for kids! It is for everyone – all baptized Christians. The 

focus of these weekly lessons is the family. Whether you are a family of 1 or 10, the focus 

is on your individual and communal relationship with Christ as well as with one another 

in Christ Jesus.  

 Secondly, we will be gathering you into small faith groups that will meet every 4-

6 weeks. If you are already a part of a small faith group, no problem. We envision these 

gatherings to happen in different ways, including virtual meetings, in people’s homes, in 

your neighborhood clubhouses, in your back yards, etc. We will use the same weekly 

lesson for the gathering; however, it will be slightly modified for a larger and more 

diverse group of people.  

 Finally, we will be gathering multiple small groups into “flocks” who will meet 

once every three months or so at CGS. Of course, much of our physical gathering will be 

determined by the COVID-19 virus protocols.  

 Additionally, other ministry and formation opportunities will also continue, 

again, as COVID-19 protocols allow. For example, weekly Mass, sacramental 



preparation, Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on first Wednesdays 

and First Fridays, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, special speakers, events, etc.  

 Parents are asking, “When do we begin faith formation.” Our answer is, we never 

stop – or we shouldn’t. Beginning the week of Sunday, September 20 we will distribute 

weekly lessons to every registered family for weekly family (Domestic Church) faith 

formation. Look forward to more information. 

 

  



A New Adventure for Christ the Good Shepherd, Part II  

 In last week’s Pastor’s Column, I introduced a new initiative we are starting here 

at Christ the Good Shepherd. We are beginning a parish-wide process of small faith 

group communities. This initiative was born out of a concern for and question about 

how we were going to be able to assist parents in the on-going faith formation of their 

children during this pandemic. While we were discussing this, we realized that the same 

challenge existed for our entire parish. Therefore, we are inviting every family to check 

your family information in our parish database (https://www.cgscc.church/parishioner-

form). If you are not registered or you have difficulties, please contact our parish offices 

so that we can include you.  

 We will offer a lesson per week to every family; to every Domestic Church. Every 

4 – 6 weeks we will invite small groupings of the Domestic Churches together in small 

groups. There, you will gather as families to work together on the weekly lesson. There 

will be age-appropriate material for all age groups. We realize that these meetings may 

have to be virtual. Therefore, we are working with the small group leaders, training 

them to assist with these gatherings.  

 The weekly lessons for the Domestic Churches are a way for every family, and 

every person within a family, in our parish to have an intentional opportunity to 

continue growing in their faith together. This process is replacing our parish faith 

formation process, except for sacramental preparation.  

 Approximately every three months, we will gather groupings of the small groups, 

called flocks, to even larger gatherings here on our CGS campus. Again, the lessons will 

be the same as the weekly family lessons, however, augmented to accommodate a larger 

number of people.  

 “Small faith-sharing groups meet a very practical and human need: the need to 

belong. In a large parish, there is always the danger of getting “lost in the shuffle...” This 

concept puts you in touch with a manageable number of people who will help you grow 

in knowing and loving God and each other. There is nothing like looking around a 

congregation and seeing people who know you and whom you know will support you... 

Every time Jesus sent out disciples or apostles on a mission, he did so in groups... We 

are communal creatures: we were made by a community of love called the Trinity and 

because community is our origin, we’ll always find life and direction within a 

community better than we will on our own... Participation in small groups can keep us 

from self-deception. The fact is, you and I have this amazing flaw: we love to be right, 

more than we love to be made right. Because of that, we find that we can justify just 

about any given choice or thought, given a long enough timeline. A small group can help 

us break through the walls of what we want to be true so that we can lovingly walk in the 
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land of truth itself... (it) can help us realize gifts and talents we didn’t know we had” 

(https://faithmag.com/whats-point-small-faith-sharing-groups). 

 We are excited about this new initiative and we believe that, in the long run, we 

will be able to facilitate a much more vibrant and faith-filled community. If you are a 

registered member of the parish and we have your correct information, you are already 

signed up.  
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A New Adventure for CGS, Part III 

 I have been introducing a “new” direction for Christ the Good Shepherd. I write 

“new” because it is not new at all. It is as old as our Judeo-Christian faith tradition and, 

dates to the beginnings of our parish. 

 Parents, when you brought your children to the Church for Baptism, the minister 

asked you if you were prepared to take on the responsibility of forming your child in the 

faith of Jesus Christ and the Church. You said, “yes.” This new initiative restores the 

family to its rightful place in the Christian formation of their children.  

 The basic community in the Church is the family, what is called the Domestic 

Church, since the days of the Acts of the Apostles. The public-school model has creeped 

into our faith formation. Our faith and our becoming faithful Christians is not 

something that can only be done in a class room one hour per week. Rather, it is 

something that should be learned daily throughout our lives, in the womb of the family.  

 Our hope is to re-focus relationship with the family, the Domestic Church, to the 

primary place where we encounter God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. “Let the word 

of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, 

singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus giving 

thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 4:16-17).  

 Beginning the week of September 20 our faith formation department will send 

every registered household (Domestic Church), via email, a lesson of the week. This 

lesson of the week replaces what we have been calling “faith formation.” Within each 

lesson will be opportunities of prayer, understanding sacred scripture, growing in 

understanding of our Catholic doctrine/teachings, suggested family activities and crafts 

as well as suggestions for discipleship.  

 Our on-going faith formation is transitioning from the parish property to the 

family, the Domestic Church. The faith formation staff, is likewise transitioning from the 

primary catechists to resource and support for the families as they gather on Sundays 

and throughout the week. We are encouraging whole-family catechesis. Meaning, 

whoever makes up your family, however many people that is and whatever ages, we are 

encouraging you to gather together throughout the week, in different ways, to 

participate in the lesson of the week.  

 We will be offering various opportunities of learning this new way of learning our 

faith via videos, virtual meetings and more. Some will not need assistance, others will. 

We are here to help. 

 



A New Adventure for CGS, Part IV 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Christ chose to be born and grow 

up in the bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other 

than ‘the family of God.’ From the beginning, the core of the Church was often 

constituted by those who had become believers ‘together with all [their] household’ 

(Acts of the Apostles 18:8). When they were converted, they desired that ‘their whole 

household’ should also be saved (Acts of the Apostles 11:14, 16:31). These families who 

became believers were islands of Christian life in an unbelieving world” (#1655).  

 “The Christian home is the place where children receive the first proclamation of 

the faith. For this reason, the family home is rightly called ‘the domestic church,’ a 

community of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and of Christian charity” 

(#1666).  

 It is here that the father of the family, the mother, the children, and all members 

of the family exercise the priesthood of the baptized in a privileged way by the reception 

of the sacraments, prayer and thanksgiving, the witness of a holy life, and self-denial 

and active charity. Thus, the home is the first school of Christian life and a school for 

human enrichment. Here one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal love, 

generous – even repeated – forgiveness, and above all divine worship in prayer and 

offering of one’s life” (#1657).  

 This new adventure returns to the family the rightful place of formation in the 

Catholic Christian faith. Every family will be able to enter prayer, learning, discipleship 

and mission. We are aware that families come in all sizes and have different needs. The 

faith formation staff will be working to create opportunities of success as we learn this 

new way of growing in our faith. We understand that this may be challenging for some. 

Nonetheless, we think that if everyone will be open minded and try, this process can be a 

vehicle to bring the entire family closer together in relationship. Start practicing now? 

Find a time when the whole family can gather together and read the Gospel for the 

upcoming Sunday. Spend a few minutes talking about what it means to you and close 

the session praying the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

  



A New Adventure for Christ the Good Shepherd, Part V 

 Next week we will begin sending every registered family (whether you have 

children at home or not) a weekly lesson/guide for formation. If you have not registered 

with our parish or if you have not updated your information, please call the parish 

offices (281-376-6831) so that we can input the correct data. These lessons/guides will 

be sent every week so that you and your family, joined with every registered family in 

our parish, have age appropriate opportunities to grow in your faith, learn about Church 

teachings, share faith with one another, become more comfortable praying with one 

another, etc. These family guides replace our weekly faith formation classes.  

 In addition to these weekly family guides that we will send out each week, the 

parish will continue to assist the parents with the sacramental preparation of your 

children. Christ the Good Shepherd will continue to offer preparation for First 

Reconciliation and First Eucharist, Confirmation, the Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults, Marriage preparation, etc. Of course, we are all still working with the restrictions 

that the COVID-19 virus places upon us. Thus, we are developing different methods of 

instruction/formation for those who are interested in these preparations. For more 

information feel free to contact our Faith Formation Department.  

 St. John Paul II in his beautiful document called Familiaris Consortio says, “In 

matrimony and in the family a complex of interpersonal relationships is set up – 

married life, fatherhood and motherhood, filiation and fraternity – through which each 

human person is introduced into the “human family” and into the “family of God,” 

which is the Church. Christian marriage and the Christian family build up the Church: 

for in the family the human person is not only brought into being and progressively 

introduced by means of education into the human community, but by means  of the 

rebirth of baptism and education in the faith the child is also introduced into God’s 

family, which is the Church” (# 15).  

 It is exactly for this reason that we are changing the way we normally learn about 

our faith and the Church. The primary and most important community is the family. 

Therefore, we are seeking to support the faith of the family. 


