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                   Jesus keeps calling us today to participate in
his Mission.

I was only about 13-14 years old when I was invited by some seminarians from my home parish to
participate in the Pre-Seminary (a one-week experience at the Conciliar Seminary of León), during which,
among other things, you could experience what the life of the seminarians was like because you were in
the place where they lived and you followed more or less the schedule and the activities that they carried
out themselves in their regular formation live; and the week was focused on vocational reflections that
invited us to meditate on Jesus' call to follow him, to the priesthood.  It was there that I most clearly heard
him utter my name and invited me to follow him... the rest was almost 11 years of my life forming in that
institution and from there to the rest of my life living the impact that those years had and continue to
have on me and in what I do to this day serving the Church responding to the call I received back then. 
In the readings of this Sunday, there are a couple of very interesting things.  One in a concrete way, the
Gospel of Matthew presents us with the beginning of Jesus’ mission, announcing that the Kingdom of God
has arrived.  The second interesting topic has to do with the call to Peter and Andrew and then to James
and John to leave everything and follow him to be active participants in his mission. 
Throughout history, Jesus continues to call us to follow him.  Just as he did with me, he does with you also.
This week in our guide we invite you as a family to reflect on the call that God makes to you as a family
and to each one to follow Him. In addition, I also ask you to pray for all vocations.  
I recently read an article from a particular diocese that published that it is the first year in many that they
did not ordain any priests.  Let us pray that more people will courageously respond to the call to follow
Jesus  to the priesthood and consecrated religious life beginning for those in our family ... Why not?

 

This  Week

Welcome to our weekly CGS Guide that helps our parish families to grow in knowledge
of the faith and deepen our relationship with Jesus as his disciples. As we encounter
Jesus, we come to know him, love him, and serve him so that we can be reasonably happy
in this life and happy with him forever in heaven.

Welcome
HELLO, 

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY!

For  ques t ions ,  comments ,  and  feedback ,  p lease  contact  us  a t  

DISCIPLESHIP@CGSCC.CHURCH

José Juan Valdez



The Holy Mass
The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed, 

at the same time, it is the font from which all her power flows. (Cf. SC #10)
Why go to Mass?

Christ the Good Shepherd Mass Schedule 
Find Mass Anywhere 

 Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Readings & Podcasts  (Year A) 

from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 8: 23 – 9:3
Psalm 27: 1, 4, 13-14

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17 
Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23

 
 

Additional options for studying and discussing the Word of God:
 

Opening the Word by FORMED
Reflecting on the Sunday Readings 
Sunday Connection by Loyola Press

Children's Liturgy of the Word by Catholic TV
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https://masstimes.org/
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https://masstimes.org/
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https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/3rd-sunday-of-lent-march-24-2019-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1grZkWqxona1K-IEn6M26Zr6yLhWGeQc_/view
https://emmausjourney.org/assets/reflecting_rsvce_2023-01_january.pdf
https://emmausjourney.org/sundays_reading.php
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/
https://www.catholictv.org/childrens-liturgy.html


CONNECT with our GOD

Let's start with the The Sign of Cross.
In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to be present as we gather so share
our faith (Prayer to the Holy Spirit).
Listen to the Lord speaking to you as someone reads out loud the Gospel
for this Sunday (see previous page for links to Scripture readings for this
week). 
Listen to each other as everyone shares what in the Gospel caught their
attention. 
Pray the "Glory be..."  

          
  More on how to manage a group discussion.

                                                   

Getting
Started
How to use 
this Guide.

 
Why are we
doing this?

Have you ever been invited or assigned to an important role or duty? What was it for and

how do you feel about it?

Have you ever heard the voice of God (in any way or form) calling you to something? If

so, how was that experience? Please share.

Using this Guide can be as simple or as "in depth" as you want. If you do only the opening prayer
section, that's great! To go deeper, follow the steps as shown. For children, see "Resources," page 8.

WE LEARN & BECOME 
DISCIPLES TOGETHER

Question of the Week
How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

Opening Prayer

Step One
CONNECT with our daily LIVES
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All
underlined

text is
linked!

Just click!

https://youtu.be/autaIzGDcy8
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit/
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/the-glory-be-prayer.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1stcj7W-aO9yJA5eL6hs4xFPJVPZ_1ExT/view
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started


Step Two
CONNECT with Scripture and Tradition

God is the one that calls us. John 15:16
God's call is for the sake of the Gospel. Romans 1:1. 1 Corinthians 1:1
God calls the weak according to world. 1 Corithians 1:26

The first grace of the Spirit is conversion. #1989
The Apostle's  Mission. #858-860
The call to ministry: a service exercised personally yet in collegial solidarity.  
#877-878

In the HOLY SCRIPTURE we read:

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), we read:

What areas of my life and in my family need to be illuminated by God's 
light?
In the Gospel Jesus calls his first disciples… what is the Lord Jesus calling 
me to so at this moment in my life?

Discussion Questions

Reflection Question

Want more? Go Deeper!              

R E S O U R C E S  F O R  A L L  A G E S
For related information, activities, and age-appropriate resources, turn to the Resources for All Ages section of this
Guide. You may use as many or as few as you want to. Adapt to your situation and your household. You can even

spread these activities over the span of the entire week.  There is no wrong way to do this!
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As a domestic church (your household) or Small Faith Group, pray and read through some  of the following
(you can select) Scriptures & Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) references as time permits.

What are the “nets” that I need
to let go of or put aside in
order to follow Jesus?

How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

Christ Calling His First Disciples
Adam Brenner (1800–1891)

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?16=
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?26=
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/1989.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p3.htm#858
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p3.htm#858
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p123a9p4.htm#877
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j6HZoTqMSk2SmVrMG-dUyCy2axlckRTX/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wzqq-kTBC1GXnzLSYdOsb5eiOyG8eLVDUavc18G4yHQ/edit
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/christ-calling-his-first-disciples-80973
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/christ-calling-his-first-disciples-80973


Practical Activities
For the Individual 
Share your vocation story
Jesus continues to call disciples in our time. If you have felt a call from 
God throughout your life to follow Him in a concrete way, share it with 
those around you.  

For Couples
How were you called to the vocation of matrimony?
Reflect and share with your spouse how your call was to be together in 
matrimony. Where and how did you hear or find the voice of God calling 
you?

For the Domestic Church
Pray for a Priest, Religious or someone discerning his/her vocation.
Adopt a Priest, Religious (Nun), Seminarian. It could be a friend or 
acquaintance, from your or another parish. Pray for him/her during this 
week.

Missionary Mindset
Reaching out to bring Jesus to others
Participate in some service or evangelization effort in the parish, 
especially in those that have to do with reaching out to meet those who 
have strayed from the faith to show them once again, through your 
loving service, the face of Jesus.
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Step Three

What is one thing you are willing to do to actually hear and respond to Jesus calling to be his/her disciple?

How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

CONNECT with OTHERS.. .  
Living the Gospel with commitment & action.  

Ask any priest, deacon, or staff member; 
or contact the parish office:

 

Deacon Stacy Millsap
346.236.6467

smillsap@cgscc.church
 



From what you have learned, how would you now answer the Question of the Week?

How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

AT THE END OF THE LESSON OR END OF THE WEEK

We sign ourselves with the Sign of Cross.
According to what we reflected on, or whatever is in my heart
share a petition, at the end we all say: Lord hear our prayer. 
Then we can pray the Our Father, Hail Mary and the Glory be...
As we finish, let us share a sign of peace with each other. 

Closing Prayer

page 7 How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

Join us for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Come as you are. Bring your family. We need prayer.

See the schedule on our parish website.
 

O God, Father of all Mercies,
Provider of a bountiful Harvest,

 
send Your Graces upon those

You have called to gather the fruits of Your labor;
preserve and strengthen them in their lifelong service of you.

 
Open the hearts of Your children

that they may discern Your Holy Will;
inspire in them a love and desire to surrender themselves
to serving others in the name of Your son, Jesus Christ.

 
Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective paths in life

guided by Your Divine Word and Truth.
Through the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary,

all the Angels, and Saints, humbly hear our prayers
and grant Your Church's needs, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

USSCB//Prayers for Vocations Prayer #2

https://cgsccdogh.org/adoration
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayers-vocations


RESOURCES FOR ALL AGES
 

POINTS OF UNDERSTANDING
Clear statements of the Church’s teachings 

Where they come from and ways to use them.
 

1. Age-Specific Resources 
Early Childhood (Ages 3-5 )

 
 

Question: How can I follow Jesus? 
"Seeds" by Pflaum Publishing. 
EWTN // Tomkins the Catholic Cowboy -Called to be Saints -- 
Video (2:00)
EWTN// Hi Lucy -The Saints --Video (14:05) 

Question: How do I follow Jesus?
Grades 5 & 6: "Venture" by Pflaum Publishing 
Grades 7 & 8: "Visions" by Pflaum Publishing. 
Ascension Presents// Focus on Following Jesus -- video (8:33) 
Ascension Presents // If I Follow Jesus, What's in it for Me? -- video (6:45)
Ascension Presents // I Will Follow -- video (10:41)

Early Adolescence  ( J r .High,  Grades 6-8)
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Childhood (E lementary ,  Grades 1-5)
Question: How can I follow Jesus? 
Grades K-1: "Promise" by Pflaum Publishing and
Grades 2,3 &4: "Good News" by Pflaum Publishing. 
EWTN// Truth of the Heart - S1 G3 -- Video (24:10) 
Roamin' Catholic// Vocations -- Video (26:41)

Adolescence  (High School ,  Grades 9-12)

Question: How do I follow Jesus?
Ascension Presents// Focus on Following Jesus -- video (8:33) 
Ascension Presents // If I Follow Jesus, What's in it for Me? -- video (6:45)
Catholic Minute // Following Jesus Christ -- video (5:15)
Ascension Presents // I Will Follow -- video (10:41)

Age-Specific Resources for Parents

Age-specific materials for early
childhood through 8th grade are now
available for you to use along with 

this Guide. They are easy to use. The
cost is $25.00 per set, per year. 

 

Reserve and pick up your copies 
by contacting Jackie Coba in the parish
office or by email. 346.236.6459 ex. 342

or jcoba@cgscc.church

All
underlined

text is
linked!

Just click!

HELPFUL TIPS!
 

Create a prayer table or space.
Faith Groups at CGS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yz5oczz560a8ALF-8bwp7jJ6sQNFzy4E/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yz5oczz560a8ALF-8bwp7jJ6sQNFzy4E/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yz5oczz560a8ALF-8bwp7jJ6sQNFzy4E/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://cgsccdogh.org/using-points-of-understanding
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kImOn3MdVr1D1xsVC4H0tlK4-o78Fjlz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/1525799833
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/HIL00009
https://youtu.be/mogz3WvIGW4
https://youtu.be/mogz3WvIGW4
https://youtu.be/zqzgA8tx-fg
https://youtu.be/eTw5xg37QF0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DVpgf7nPA_ntG9_q2D1V-EhhDTrCM0kR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fJfoWXWSTwniqUdFX_PCCXGxIqvr2SJN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/TH302601
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/TRC02901
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Vc7kFZYWdRqzw-t9WRcniAfn41jQxMX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/mogz3WvIGW4
https://youtu.be/zqzgA8tx-fg
https://youtu.be/-W8ICd9f7RM
https://youtu.be/eTw5xg37QF0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OJJZuqhlXc?rel=0&autoplay=1
https://cgsccdogh.org/faith-groups


2. General Resources

Adulthood

Maurice Blumberg// The Call to Follow Jesus as Catholic Men -- Article
Thomas A. Tarrants// Following Jesus Christ -- Article
Houston Vocations // Fr. Richard McNeillie's Vocations Story - Video 4:58
Shane Crombie // The Priesthood Vocations - Video 3:53
AnnunciationMon1878 // Vocation Story - Video 9:01
Word on Fire Institute // The Vocation Stories of Bishop Barron & Fr. Mike Schmitz - Video 11:14
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The Holy Bible

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)
Online Catechism via the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
NEW! Simplified version of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
If you don't know much about the Catechism or want to learn more: Catechism Support

Online Bible via the United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
If you don't know much about the Bible or want to learn more: Scripture Support

Our parish subscribes to a library of online resources called Formed. It is excellent and it is free for you to use.
Register at www.formed.org - Need help? Watch this video.

Formed Online

Catholics use the New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) as the translation for Mass readings.
There are many acceptable versions of NABRE (learn more) as well as other approved translations. You may
purchase from any vendor and we do have some basic editions on hand at the parish office at no charge—
available upon request.  

R e c o m m e n d e d  P r i n t  B i b l e s
These are all by St. Mary's Press: Order directly from the
publisher or search online for other vendors. 

Catholic Family Connections Bible
(digital version available)
Catholic Youth Bible (Adolescents & College)
"Breakthrough"  (Early Adolescents //Jr. High)
Catholic Children's Bible  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Viio6VY8slan2ZeTH8TOw20WemVOrKMR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://catholicexchange.com/the-call-to-follow-jesus-as-catholic-men/#:~:text=The%20Call%20to%20Follow%20Jesus%20as%20Catholic%20Men,%E2%80%9CYes%2C%20Lord%2C%20you%20know%20that%20I%20love%20you.%E2%80%9D
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/following-jesus-christ/
https://www.youtube.com/@vocationshouston
https://youtu.be/v8vFbTR3zJo
https://youtu.be/Zzf-jQckn6w
https://www.youtube.com/@AnnunciationMon1878
https://youtu.be/FQVUkjabvew
https://youtu.be/vtICKO1FmWA
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://cgsccdogh.org/catechism-support
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://cgsccdogh.org/scripture-support
https://formed.org/
https://vimeo.com/358383023
https://www.usccb.org/offices/new-american-bible/revised-edition-information
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/which-catholic-bible-translation-is-the-best
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443/NABRE-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-softcover/
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443ET/New-American-Bible-Revised-Edition-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-Ebook-Lifetime-Purchase-Ebook/
https://www.smp.org/product/4153/The-Catholic-Youth-Bible-4th-Edition/
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/product/4151/The-Catholic-Childrens-Bible-Revised-Edition/


3. Sacramental Information & Becoming Catholic!
Visit the sacraments section of our parish website to find everything you need to get started with any
sacrament. Information is being continually updated. Contact our parish office if you have a question.

page 10

Music to Move You
Chris Tomlin// I Will Follow -- Audio (3:43)

Donna Pena// I Say Yes (Digo Si, Senor) -- 

Audio (5:21)

Wayne Watson//For Such a Time As This -- 

Video (4:12)

Our parish offers Rejoice Counseling for individuals and families for a variety of issues and needs.
You may use this online form to contact them directly. 
We also offer Grief Support ministry for those who have lost loved ones and Spiritual Direction for
anyone interested. Follow the links or inquire through the parish office.

Counseling,  Grief Support  & Spiritual  Direction

How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

Common Prayers and
Formulas to Learn by Heart

Prayers and Praying
USSCB//Prayers for Vocations Prayer
 Prayers for Guidance and Discernment 

and a chart showing at what 

age level they should be learned. Sacred Art  to Inspire You
All Sacred Art Currently on Formed (parish 
subscription free to our parishioners--register once, 
get access to all content) All Sacred Art - FORMED
Web Gallery of Art // Calling of the Apostles--fresco

Hi Qi // Calling Disciple - Painting
Hi Qi's New Gallery

https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ohvhmGSfxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoePAmuD6zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd-KVtLELow
https://cgscc.church/rejoice-counceling-apostolate
https://www.rejoicecounseling.com/contact/
https://cgscc.church/griefshare
https://cgscc.church/spiritual-direction
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeDWpVKTkGHMHj4W3VjetveEGe8kzHjk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117585847410141846451&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayers-vocations
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Prayers-for-Guidance-and-Discernment-.pdf#:~:text=Prayer%20for%20Discernment%20%28Carmelite%20Sisters%20of%20the%20Divine,lives.%20Give%20us%20the%20freedom%20of%20Your%20Spirit%2C
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4062&d=h5DW4XRf5KOdEpc_tRSs_u0RNelpfbc7CkDh_0PWIA&s=1764&u=https%3a%2f%2fwatch%2eformed%2eorg%2fsacred-art
https://watch.formed.org/sacred-art
https://www.wga.hu/frames-e.html?%2Fhtml%2Fg%2Fghirland%2Fdomenico%2F3fresco%2F2sistin.html=
https://www.heqiart.com/


WE ARE THE CHURCH

A Domestic Church is your household of believers in Jesus Christ. View a short video on what is the
Domestic Church. See also this reference in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: CCC 1655-1858 and
our Glossary of Terms. There is so much at CGS for your Domestic Church! See our website, social media
pages, YouTube, and this week "FLOCKNOTE” for all things CGS!

What Makes us Catholic?
A DISCERMENT PROCESS

Discernment is a word Christians often use instead of “making a
decision” or “picking a choice,” although it means more than that.

Discerning something means taking the choice to prayer and
asking where God is leading you. Taking time to pray over a

decision, instead of shooting from the hip, is vital for larger, more
important decisions, like which job to take, whom to marry, or
whether you should go on a mission trip. In those situations we

want to ask God what he’d like us to do. 

If you  want to know more about vocations in our Archdiocese
follow this LINK 

 W o r d  o f  t h e  W e e k  -  V o c a t i o n

In its ecclesiastical sense, is the calling of one to a religious life, particulary the calling to the
priesthood or to marriage life. In the Scripture each person is called, for God to be in communion
with his Son, to experience peace, liberty, and santification. 

More for your Domestic Church

"Faith Groups" on our Website
Find resources for your family, including how to use this Guide, family traditions from
other parishioners, FAQs, how to use the Points of Understanding, a Glossary of
Terms and more.  Visit cgsccdogh.org/faith-groups OR scan the QR code on the
right with your smart phone.  Join a small Faith Group in our parish or tell us about a
group you are already a part of. Contact discipleship@cgscc.church
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HOW HAVE YOU SEEN GOD PRESENT AND ACTIVE IN YOUR LIFE THIS WEEK?

How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

S a i n t s  o f  t h e  M o n t h  B o o k  S u g g e s t i o n s
b y  J e r e m y  H e a r n e

https://houstonvocations.com/discern-your-vocation/
https://houstonvocations.com/discern-your-vocation/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1grZkWqxona1K-IEn6M26Zr6yLhWGeQc_/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16ayQPsevA1fnxDtVhDRk6jmoywL3nWm0Yy8K350e9M8/edit


WE WANT OUR PARISHIONERS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS GUIDE!
How is this Guide working for you and your family?

Show us what your family is doing with these Guides!
Share an idea, a resource or picture/video of what you are doing in your Domestic Church.

 

DISCIPLESHIP@CGSCC.CHURCH
“HELPING PEOPLE TO KNOW AND LOVE JESUS CHRIST.”

Text CGS to 84576 to join us on Flocknote. 
You will receive emails & texts from CGS according to your preferences.

18511 Klein Church Rd. Spring, TX 77379
(281) 376-6831

Very Reverend James Burkart, Pastor

The contents of this Guide are in accordance with the teachings of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Curriculum Framework for Lifelong Faith Formation of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
under the pastoral care of Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop.

page 12 How do I respond to Jesus' call to follow Him?

Christ the Good Shepherd 
Catholic Community

Vision Statement
 

Building a community of love and
hope by putting our faith into action.


