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page 2 How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

How is this Guide working for you and your household or small group?
Share a resource, activity, or picture/video of what you are doing in your Domestic Church.

For questions, comments, and feedback, please contact us at
discipleship@cgscc.church



This  Week

Dawn Leal

Welcome to our weekly CGS Guide that helps our parish families
to grow in knowledge of the faith and deepen our relationship
with Jesus as his disciples. As we encounter Jesus, we come to
know him, love him, and serve him so that we can be reasonably
happy in this life and happy with him forever in heaven.

I have always loved the beauty of handmade pottery and how each piece is different and unique. It reminds me
that we are each an original masterpiece, created by God. Although there is beauty and a purpose for each
piece of pottery made, there is a process that takes place to create each work of art. There are various kinds of
earthenware or stoneware chosen to be used as the material and each piece must go through a process that
includes terms like pinching or throwing the clay. Both terms sound painful but the final process sounds the most
excruciating, since it includes being put “in the fire” to be hardened. In our humanity, the thought of “going
through the fire” brings the realization that we will have to suffer to become who God created us to be. We
may not like to think about it, but suffering is something that we must endure. In his times of suffering, Job asked
God, “Your hands fashioned and made me; and now you turn and destroy me. Remember that you fashioned
me like clay; and will you turn me to dust again?” Job 10:8-9

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus tells His disciples that “unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” He wants them to understand that He will
suffer and die but that His Father in heaven has a plan to give us life everlasting, through His suffering. Jesus
goes on to tell them that “it was for this purpose that I came to this hour.” Christ was willing to suffer and die,
knowing that God had sent Him for this purpose.

Jesus was obedient to the will of God, even though He knew that He would endure suffering. We are called to
trust that God will be with us in our suffering and create something beautiful from it. Fr. Walter J. Ciszek, a
Jesuit priest who spent over twenty years imprisoned in the Soviet Union, suffered greatly for his faith. About
Christ’s suffering, he said: “Although, as God, he needed no glorification; as man, he did bring about the
glorification of his human body through his final suffering. He rose because He died; he was glorified because
he suffered. He could have had the glory and the peace and the unending joy in his body at any time, because
he was God, and he had a right to it. But the fact remains that he had none of these things until after he
suffered. We have many, many examples from the life of Christ, but there is none greater than his suffering.”* 

May we find the strength to endure suffering in this life so that we may spend eternity with God, the Potter, who
created us for a greater purpose. In this Guide, let us explore how obedience through suffering brings us closer
to Christ.

HOW HAVE YOU SEEN GOD PRESENT AND ACTIVE IN YOUR LIFE THIS WEEK?

Welcome
CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY!

Letting God Mold Us

Very Rev. James Burkart
Pastor

*Walter J. Ciszek, With God in America: The Spiritual Legacy of an Unlikely Jesuit



First Reading: Jeremiah 31: 31-34
Psalm 51: 3-4, 12-13, 14-15

Second Reading: Hebrews 5: 7-9 
 Gospel: John 12: 20-33

Fifth Sunday of Lent

readings and podcasts, Year B

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
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  We come to know, love, and serve Jesus Christ.

Why go to Mass?
Find Mass Anywhere 

This Weeks Gospel Message from Fr. David Michael Moses  
Reflecting on the Sunday Readings 

Sunday Connection   

Christ the Good Shepherd
Mass Schedule 

A Message About Mass to the
Parents  of Young Children

The Holy Mass
The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed, 

at the same time, it is the font from which all her power flows. (Cf. SC #10)

Guidelines for the Reception
of Holy Communion

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering? 

https://youtu.be/7-z9DHG4Njs?si=Tc3iUd10jO0PaBzG
https://youtu.be/7-z9DHG4Njs?si=Tc3iUd10jO0PaBzG
https://youtu.be/7-z9DHG4Njs?si=Tc3iUd10jO0PaBzG
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031724-YearB.cfm
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/marriage-and-family/parenting/8-reasons-to-go-to-mass.html
http://masstimes.org/
http://masstimes.org/
https://youtu.be/7-z9DHG4Njs?si=Tc3iUd10jO0PaBzG
https://youtu.be/7-z9DHG4Njs?si=Tc3iUd10jO0PaBzG
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQuTONITQTwDSVUmoE6kyjVMdsTwEyfQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQuTONITQTwDSVUmoE6kyjVMdsTwEyfQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/
https://cgsccdogh.org/mass-schedule
https://cgsccdogh.org/mass-schedule
https://cgsccdogh.org/mass-schedule
https://cgscc.church/family-life-1
https://cgscc.church/family-life-1
https://cgscc.church/family-life-1
https://cgscc.church/family-life-1
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html
https://masstimes.org/
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-eucharist/guidelines-for-the-reception-of-communion
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-eucharist/guidelines-for-the-reception-of-communion


Let's start with the The Sign of Cross.
As we gather to share our faith, ask the Holy Spirit to be present.
Use your own words or offer a Prayer to the Holy Spirit.
As someone reads out loud the Gospel for this Sunday, listen to the
Lord speaking to you. 
Listen to one other as everyone shares what in the Gospel caught
their attention. 
Pray the Collect--opening prayer of Sunday Mass. 

CONNECT with our daily LIVES

How does the suffering in your life
and in the lives of those you love
make you feel?

CONNECT with our GOD through Prayer

WE LEARN & BECOME DISCIPLES TOGETHER

Question of the Week
How am I obedient in God's will even thro ugh suffering?
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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  G U I D EGetting
Started
Why are we
doing this?

 How to manage 
a group discussion.

Family life is the first place
where children learn how to
pray as the Church. Through

family prayer, children
experience the first witness of

Christ’s living memory.

Points of Understanding
Grade 3, #4.4.1

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

https://cgscc.church/videos-2
https://youtu.be/autaIzGDcy8
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CEqsUnw-0VCdVYEV7DgH11u8TWKSguv_/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vhFWsuzdkF3m-dpNX9LoVAsr_47UZ6Dq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/leadership/group-facilitation/group-discussions/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/leadership/group-facilitation/group-discussions/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/leadership/group-facilitation/group-discussions/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/leadership/group-facilitation/group-discussions/main


Reflection Question

 Choose from among the following Scriptures and teachings for reading, prayer, and discussion. 

P O I N T S  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G
Where they come from and ways to use them.

Discuss
 What are the things in my life that I am currently struggling with? 1.
 How can reflecting on the life and death of Christ help me embrace my own suffering?2.
 Am I willing to trust God’s will and allow Him to guide me through the darkness and into His light?3.
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How can my suffering bring meaning to God’s
will in my life? How can I offer up my struggles
to help others? 

“Love is: also the fullest source of the answer to the question of the meaning of suffering. 
This answer has been given by God to man in the Cross of Jesus Christ.”

Paragraph 13: APOSTOLIC LETTER SALVIFICI DOLORIS 
Pope John Paul II

Want more? Go Deeper! 
Meaningless Suffering?

In the HOLY SCRIPTURE we read:
Through suffering, Christ learned obedience and was the source of eternal salvation.  Hebrews 5:7-9
Christians can be confident that all things will work together according to God’s plan.  Romans 5:5
Nothing can separate us from the love of God, through His Son.  Romans 8:38-39

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
Christ’s death and God’s saving plan.  #599-605
The “lifting up” of Christ.  #662
Christ offered himself to the Father, even on the cross.  #606-609, 616-617

CONNECT with Scripture and Tradition

W H A T  I S  T H E  C H U R C H ' S  T E A C H I N G ?

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J1wDfhhR9yjonFK1dxb6XJatcyTJ_WOX/view?usp=sharing
https://cgsccdogh.org/using-points-of-understanding
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1984/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_11021984_salvifici-doloris.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aAfrwazeHkenKwOu2IOtQ-OHpSagGYDG/view
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/5?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/5?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/5?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/8?38
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p122a4p2.htm#599
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/662.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p122a4p2.htm#606
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p122a4p2.htm#616


For the Individual
Seek Wisdom from the Saints
Take some time this week to reflect on the wisdom of the holy men and women of our
Catholic faith. The saints endured much suffering in order to live out their faith and
they found their strength in Christ. Choose a saint and ask them to intercede on your
behalf, as you pray for God’s grace and strength to embrace your own suffering.   
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What is one thing I am are willing to change in my life so that I can embrace my own struggles and
help others to endure in their suffering?  

CONNECT with OTHERS.. .  
Living the Gospel with commitment & action.  

For Couples
Listen More / Talk Less
We tend to get too comfortable with our spouse and sometimes we do more talking
and less listening. Ask your spouse what they are really struggling with this week
(work/family/friendships), then listen and focus on what they are saying so that you
can find a way to help them with whatever problems are causing them to suffer. 

For the Domestic Church
Share Grace
Maybe someone in your family is dealing with an issue at work or school and needs a
safe place to vent. Show them some grace and ask how you can help in their situation.
It might mean helping with their chores or a school/work project or just allowing them a
safe place to share anything that they are struggling with. 

Missionary Mindset
Help Carry a Cross 
Everyone is dealing with something, but we don’t have to go very far to find others that
have a heavier cross to carry. Look for ways that you can help others to carry their
cross and ease the suffering in their life. There are several ways to help those in need
in our area at NAM or you can help a senior/widow neighbor that is struggling.

Practical Activities

Building Your Church at Home

For more ideas on how to build your home as a Domestic Church, go to: www.domestic-church.com or
visit The Family Fully Alive, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, or Tools for Building a Domestic Church
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

Your household is where "church" begins. Your parish is here to help you with
support, resources, small Faith Groups, and gathered activities on our
campus throughout the year. Visit our website or contact us if you need help.

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

https://www.namonline.org/
http://www.domestic-church.com/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/parents/tools-for-building-a-domestic-church


From what you have learned, how would you now answer the Question of the Week?

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

AT THE END OF THE LESSON OR END OF THE WEEK

We sign ourselves with the Sign of Cross.
According to what we reflected on, or whatever is in my heart
share a petition. At the end we all say: Lord hear our prayer. 
Then we can pray the Our Father, Hail Mary and the Glory be...
As we finish, let us share a sign of peace with each other. 
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"Let us pray that families grow closer together, and together, closer to God."   Fr. James

Closing Prayer

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

Prayer of Surrender 
Fr. Walter Ciszek, SJ

Spirit of Christ, help me to enter into a deeper union with You. 
Lead me away from dwelling on the hurt I feel: to thoughts of charity for those who need my love, 

to thoughts of compassion for those who need my care, 
and to thoughts of giving to those who need my help. 

As I give myself to You, help me to provide for the salvation of those who come to me in need. 
May I find my healing in this giving. 

May I always accept God’s will. 
May I find my true self by living for others in a spirit of sacrifice and suffering. 

May I die more fully to myself, and live more fully in You. 
As I seek to surrender to the Father’s will, may I come to trust that He will do everything for me.

https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/potter-and-clay-pictures


WE ARE THE CHURCH

Jesus: Fully Human and Fully Divine
The identity of Jesus Christ is similar to the nature of God in the sense
that both are mysteries which are beyond full human understanding.
Just as God is one and yet three persons, so Jesus is both divine and

human at the same time; not partly divine and partly human, 
but fully and truly God and fully and truly human.

The Incarnation was not simply a matter of God coming down to join
us on our level, but also of drawing us up to His level.  For it was not

only that God underwent what we can only call an experience in
taking our human nature, but that human nature could not have that
happening to it without a radical effect on its makeup.  Read more: 

Fr. Ian Ker// Fully Human and Fully Divine: 
Understanding the Incarnation

 W o r d  o f  t h e  W e e k  -  S u r r e n d e r

Oxford Languages defines surrender as, “cease resistance and submit to authority.” Jesus asks for
childlike surrender/abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father who takes care of His
children's smallest needs. CCC #305. Surrendering our lives to Jesus is an ongoing process, often with
some specific times when we feel inspired (Holy Spirit!) to commit more deeply, or find ourselves with
a raw need to experience Him more personally in our life.  
Read more: Holy Trinity Catholic Church//How to Surrender Your Life to Jesus.
.
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More for Your Domestic Church

Find resources for your family,
household, or small Faith Group,
including how to use this Guide, and
much more. Visit our website OR scan
the QR code  with your smart phone. 

S a i n t s  o f  t h e  M o n t h  
b y  J e r e m y  H e a r n e

Faith Groups at CGS

Join a small Faith Group at CGS
or start one of your own!

Ask us how.

Podcast each Tuesday!

Four Reasons Why Faith Groups are Vital 
(Video, 2:49)

What’s the Point of Small Faith-Sharing
Groups? (article)

What Makes us Catholic?
 

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQUocXUgqu4&t=208s
https://www.saintfriends.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQUocXUgqu4&t=208s
https://stpaulcenter.com/fully-human-and-fully-divine-understanding-the-incarnation/#:~:text=Catholic%20Christianity%20believes%20that%20the,human%20at%20the%20same%20time.
https://stpaulcenter.com/fully-human-and-fully-divine-understanding-the-incarnation/#:~:text=Catholic%20Christianity%20believes%20that%20the,human%20at%20the%20same%20time.
https://stpaulcenter.com/fully-human-and-fully-divine-understanding-the-incarnation/#:~:text=Catholic%20Christianity%20believes%20that%20the,human%20at%20the%20same%20time.
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/305.htm
https://h-t.org/surrender-your-life
http://cgsccdogh.org/faith-groups
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wnRZBT_tN8XbJvIit8wDSNKiDMwYqYNK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wnRZBT_tN8XbJvIit8wDSNKiDMwYqYNK/view?usp=sharing
https://cgscc.church/small-groups
https://cgscc.church/contact-us
https://www.saintfriends.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR_mx1bdiyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR_mx1bdiyw
https://faithmag.com/whats-point-small-faith-sharing-groups
https://faithmag.com/whats-point-small-faith-sharing-groups


F i n d  C u r r e n t  B i b l e  S t u d i e s Y o u n g  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y
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Articles
Leaders that Follow // How Suffering Brings Us Closer
to God
Ascension Press // Prayers for Times of Suffering, Trial,
and Anxiety
John Paul Meenan, Our Lady of Wisdom College //
Christ’s Suffering

Adulthood

ADULT & FAMILY MINISTRY

Sacramental Information                       & Becoming Catholic!

Visit the sacraments section of our parish website to find everything you need to get started with any
sacrament or to inquire about becoming Catholic. Information is being continually updated. Contact

Deacon Stacy Millsap our parish office if you have a question. We are glad to help you!

The Bible Timeline - 24 Sessions
Monday Mornings & Tuesday Evenings 

Ages 18-30
Monday Mornings & Wednesday Evenings

Other days, times and activities as announced. 

Book SuggestionsCatholic Apps

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

Videos
Formed//Opening the Word - Reflection  
Fr. Frankie Cisero // March 10, 2024 (15:10)
Ask Fr. Josh on Ascension Press // Suffering,
Healing, and Mental Illness (25:23)
Word on Fire // Bishop Barron on Should Suffering
Shake Our Faith? (8:59)
Ascension Press// Fr. Mark-Mary: Surrender: The
Strength of the Spiritual Life (5:10)

Prayers for Strength: Catholic Prayers and
Blessings for Strength in Difficult Times

https://cgscc.church/biblestudy
https://cgscc.church/young-adult-ministry
https://watch.formed.org/this-week-on-formed
https://catholicapps.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16ayQPsevA1fnxDtVhDRk6jmoywL3nWm0Yy8K350e9M8/edit?usp=sharing
https://leadersthatfollow.com/how-suffering-brings-us-closer-to-god/
https://leadersthatfollow.com/how-suffering-brings-us-closer-to-god/
https://media.ascensionpress.com/2018/11/15/prayers-in-times-of-suffering-trial-and-anxiety/
https://media.ascensionpress.com/2018/11/15/prayers-in-times-of-suffering-trial-and-anxiety/
https://www.seatofwisdom.ca/christ-suffering/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Viio6VY8slan2ZeTH8TOw20WemVOrKMR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://cgscc.church/baptism-all-others
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/3ec94ee0-60f9-4c33-85e7-368faf393aea
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16ayQPsevA1fnxDtVhDRk6jmoywL3nWm0Yy8K350e9M8/edit?usp=sharing
https://catholicapps.com/
https://watch.formed.org/videos/5th-sunday-of-lent-march-18-2018
https://youtube.com/watch?v=RvX698d0NcU&si=o_dACqxtJJcVmpdm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84kboxb5B0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84kboxb5B0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfK5xYK0EzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfK5xYK0EzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PONZfbijY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PONZfbijY0
https://hallow.com/blog/prayers-for-strength/?utm_campaign=&utm_source=adwords&utm_term=&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_src=x&hsa_grp=&hsa_kw=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_acc=1807324092&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=&hsa_tgt=&hsa_mt=&hsa_cam=20816330629&gad_source=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwncWvBhD_ARIsAEb2HW9oSNdTp9e4dpPNha0mdCZzXaLdUP79XfDLG60UxajJ04wCQVwQlUQaAtvQEALw_wcB#daily-strength
https://hallow.com/blog/prayers-for-strength/?utm_campaign=&utm_source=adwords&utm_term=&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_src=x&hsa_grp=&hsa_kw=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_acc=1807324092&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=&hsa_tgt=&hsa_mt=&hsa_cam=20816330629&gad_source=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwncWvBhD_ARIsAEb2HW9oSNdTp9e4dpPNha0mdCZzXaLdUP79XfDLG60UxajJ04wCQVwQlUQaAtvQEALw_wcB#daily-strength


Early Adolescence  
J r .High,  Grades 6-8
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Question: What does it mean to persevere?
Grades 5 & 6: "Venture" by Pflaum Publishing 
Grades 7 & 8: "Visions" by Pflaum Publishing
Ascension Presents // Persevering from Bitterness to Sweetness -- video (7:45)
Ascension Presents // Struggle is Necessary -- video (7:56)
Ascension Presents // How to Keep Going -- video (6:47)
Ascension Presents // Surrender: The Strength of the Spiritual Life -- video (5:11)

Adolescence  
H igh School ,  Grades 9-12
Question: What does it mean to persevere and how do I
embrace it?
Ascension Presents // Persevering from Bitterness to Sweetness -- video (7:45)
Ascension Presents // Struggle is Necessary -- video (7:56)
Ascension Presents // How to Keep Going -- video (6:47)
Ascension Presents // Surrender: The Strength of the Spiritual Life -- video (5:11)

FAMILIES WITH YOUTH

Youth Gather at CGS

Characteristics of Adolescents 

Characteristics of Early Adolescents

Middle school and High school meet every Wednesday 7-8:30pm and
Every Sunday for Youth & Their Families from 4-5:30 pm ending with

Praise & Worship until 7pm.

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

“We must pray without tiring, for the
salvation of mankind does not depend
on material success; nor on sciences

that cloud the intellect. Neither does it
depend on arms and human industries,

but on Jesus alone.”
-Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DVpgf7nPA_ntG9_q2D1V-EhhDTrCM0kR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/yAvghjuGlIU?si=uhhW6FGtc8kdh271
https://youtu.be/i_w7LUV0xaM?si=jLfrhGBB0QGtXWmS
https://youtu.be/SUK0vtPWg3I?si=oZY12wiQvz1BHrd_
https://youtu.be/3PONZfbijY0?si=00jbP6MbhyF0jaH5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Vc7kFZYWdRqzw-t9WRcniAfn41jQxMX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://youtu.be/yAvghjuGlIU?si=uhhW6FGtc8kdh271
https://youtu.be/i_w7LUV0xaM?si=jLfrhGBB0QGtXWmS
https://youtu.be/SUK0vtPWg3I?si=oZY12wiQvz1BHrd_
https://youtu.be/3PONZfbijY0?si=00jbP6MbhyF0jaH5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NSfJcF4l7Z5MwPzY5nSEWl-7yB4RpQjB8J4xErVjXM4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NSfJcF4l7Z5MwPzY5nSEWl-7yB4RpQjB8J4xErVjXM4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/134lLI3PcsFNqW0jjYBumDgmNumd1sHFYNBKwbDrssIg/edit


Childhood 
Elementary ,  Grades 1-5

 Strong Catholic Family Faith

For families who want more "hands-on" materials.
How to Use the Gospel Weeklies

Order Your Pflaum Gospel Weeklies

Early Childhood
Ages 3-5
Question: How can I follow Jesus?
"Seeds" by Pflaum Publishing
Living Faith // March Kids Calendar
FORMED // Brother Francis: Who Is Jesus? -- video (7:25)
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 
Birth to Age 2

Question: How can I follow Jesus in hard times?
Grades K-1: "Promise" by Pflaum Publishing and
Grades 2,3 &4: "Good News" by Pflaum Publishing 
Sophia Institute // Ready to Use Lesson for Each Sunday

The Kids Bulletin // March 17, 2024
FORMED // Brother Francis: The Stations of the Cross -- video (41:00)
EWTN // My Time with Jesus: Sacrament of Confession --video(30:00)
EWTN // My Catholic Family: St. Joseph -- video (30:00)

The role of parents at this stage is to model the example of Jesus
by offering God's unconditional love to their children and to
others. Parents benefit from growing in their own faith so they are
able to hand on the faith to the next generation.

Join a Group of Parents with Young
Children--or start one! 

Inquire at
discipleship@cgscc.church.

Family Faith Practices

Nursery Pages
Gospel of the Week and

Activity pages to do with your
Toddler and Pre-schooler

Characteristics of Young Children 

Characteristics of Children 

A project of Strong Catholic Families, Strong Catholic Youth Initiative

For Parents

Age-Specific Materials

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fJfoWXWSTwniqUdFX_PCCXGxIqvr2SJN/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/106-d_vQGZxGiq2HWEEbKb06XTmjfwLa4/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kImOn3MdVr1D1xsVC4H0tlK4-o78Fjlz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.livingfaith.com/kids-calendar
https://watch.formed.org/adventure-catechism/videos/adventure-catechism-2-who-is-jesus-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kImOn3MdVr1D1xsVC4H0tlK4-o78Fjlz/edit
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/elesson/teaching-the-liturgical-year
https://thekidsbulletin.com/2024/03/11/the-kids-bulletin-for-sunday-march-17th-2024/
https://watch.formed.org/kids-1/videos/brother-francis-the-stations-of-the-cross
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/en/MTW00003
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/free/Home/Play/en/MCF00019
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYxi902Yk1qgLlAPvdUHwXgHqMqD3TBcswEhv8z1hfg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/faith-practice.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/148sQpnpq375itrio-8QjxWmC52CHwuMl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qg2thtDkcVnWu0k-QtoUAqszjsoNQ2Bk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYxi902Yk1qgLlAPvdUHwXgHqMqD3TBcswEhv8z1hfg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjcmlT38-ez9b2Yd4L88Dj0wrSJfvJhtZdK8IDpCxbA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjcmlT38-ez9b2Yd4L88Dj0wrSJfvJhtZdK8IDpCxbA/edit


Online Bible via the United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
If you don't know much about the Bible or want to learn more: Scripture Support

Catholics use the New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) as the translation for Mass readings.
There are many acceptable versions of NABRE as well as other approved translations. You may purchase
from any vendor. Basic editions are available upon request at no charge. Pick one up at the parish office.  

Our parish offers Rejoice Counseling for individuals and families for a variety of issues and needs.
You may use this online form to contact them directly. 
We also offer Spiritual Direction for anyone interested in a spiritual companion, discerning God's
will in your life. Follow the links or inquire through the parish office.

GENERAL RESOURCES
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The Holy Bible

R e c o m m e n d e d  P r i n t  B i b l e s
These are all by St. Mary's Press: Order directly from
the publisher or search online for other vendors. 

Catholic Family Connections Bible
(digital version available)
Catholic Youth Bible (Adolescents & College)
"Breakthrough"  (Early Adolescents //Jr. High)
Catholic Children's Bible  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)
Online Catechism via the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
NEW! Simplified version of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
If you don't know much about the Catechism or want to learn more: Catechism Support

Formed Online
Our parish subscribes to a library of online resources called Formed. It is excellent and free for you to use.
Register at formed.org - Just click "Sign Up as a Parishioner." Need help? Watch this video.

Counseling & Spiritual  Direction

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

Common Prayers and
Formulas to Learn by Heart

Ways to Pray

Submit Your

Prayer Requests and a chart showing at what 

age level they should be learned.

How to create a prayer table 
or prayer area in your home.

Our Church Hours and Adoration

Fr. Don Dolindo Ruotolo//The Surrender Novena

https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://cgsccdogh.org/scripture-support
https://www.usccb.org/offices/new-american-bible/revised-edition-information
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/which-catholic-bible-translation-is-the-best
https://cgscc.church/rejoice-counceling-apostolate
https://www.rejoicecounseling.com/contact/
https://cgscc.church/spiritual-direction
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443/NABRE-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-softcover/
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443ET/New-American-Bible-Revised-Edition-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-Ebook-Lifetime-Purchase-Ebook/
https://www.smp.org/product/4153/The-Catholic-Youth-Bible-4th-Edition/
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/product/4151/The-Catholic-Childrens-Bible-Revised-Edition/
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://cgsccdogh.org/catechism-support
https://formed.org/
https://vimeo.com/358383023
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeDWpVKTkGHMHj4W3VjetveEGe8kzHjk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117585847410141846451&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeDWpVKTkGHMHj4W3VjetveEGe8kzHjk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117585847410141846451&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OJJZuqhlXc?rel=0&autoplay=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OJJZuqhlXc?rel=0&autoplay=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OJJZuqhlXc?rel=0&autoplay=1
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1OJJZuqhlXc?rel=0&autoplay=1
https://cgsccdogh.org/adoration
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SFuXZh1Hky3IIDxkPeG6uTSmS5gPiN3q/view?usp=sharing


Using Sacred Art 
to Bring the Faith Alive

Sophia Institute

Sacred Art  & Architecture Inspire You

COVER IMAGE
Ron DiCianni // The Clay, painting

Laur Iduc // The Suffering God 3, watercolor

Suffering People in Art (collection)
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ART & MUSIC

Music to Move You
Matt Maher // Lord, I Need You  -- video (3:27)

Tom Booth // Be With Me -- video (4:12)

Lauren Daigle // Rescue -- video (3:49)

Hillsong United // I Surrender -- video (5:42)

Toby Mac // Faithfully -- video (2:53)

Casting Crowns// Praise You in the Storm  (5:03)

CeCe Winans //  I Surrender All -- video (5:33)

Using Sacred Art to Bring the Faith Alive--Sophia Institute

Sacred Art on Formed--formed.org
Parish subscription free for parishioners--register once, access all content.

In what ways do art and music help strengthen your relationship with God? Tell us! 
discipleship@cgscc.church

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

Agony in the Garden
Frans Schwartz, 1898

https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ho-QICh-k4aSfgtLSiNwfZV9JfxShXvD/view?usp=sharing
https://watch.formed.org/sacred-art
https://www.rondicianni.com/
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/the-suffering-god-3-laur-iduc.html
https://ar.inspiredpencil.com/pictures-2023/suffering-people-art
https://youtu.be/LuvfMDhTyMA?si=bk6VSvK56lRfaf78
https://youtu.be/odjMt044H8c?si=o5q4ANarfE3aTGwi
https://youtu.be/gYR0xP1j4PY?si=toI-UfUQsWfvoioL
https://youtu.be/jgsqfjRslzA?si=5Yt9BPkqB5IbERiM
https://youtu.be/i5ts5uFsVis?si=-c77kEqAZYO3iz_Z
https://youtu.be/0YUGwUgBvTU?si=xpbhGn_yaAdhNzxs
https://youtu.be/CO2xC93Bsn4?si=vl9feCFHMUvHjn4E
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/art
https://watch.formed.org/sacred-art
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/agony-in-the-garden-schwartz-frans.html


The 
CHURCH EXISTS 

IN ORDER TO

EVANGELIZE

...bringing all
humanity to

union with God;
this is the
missionary
mandate 

of the Church.

Pope Paul VI in
“Evangelii Nuntiandi”
(“Evangelization in

the Modern World”),
1975.

Jose Juan Valdez
Associate Director
Adult & Family Evangelization & Discipleship
281-376-6831   *   jvaldezcgscc.church

Ivana Meshell
Director of Evangelization & Discipleship
281-376-6831   *   imeshell@cgscc.church 

Dawn Leal
Associate Director 
Families with Elementary-Age Children 
346-236-6462     *   dleal@cgscc.church

Meet Your Evangelization & Discipleship Staff  
Helping Others to Know and Love Jesus Christ

Brandon Riojas
Co-coordinator
Middle School Youth Ministry
346-236-6464     *   briojas@cgscc.church

Ruth Barrera
Co-coordinator
High School Youth Ministry
346-236-6464     *   rbarrera@cgscc.church

Evangelize with us
for the glory of God!

discipleship@cgscc.church

Anna Spalding
Executive Assistant
Lay Ministry Teams and Faith Groups
346-236-6444   *   aspalding@cgscc.church

Jackie Coba
Evangelization & Discipleship 
Department Assistant
346-236-6458    *  jcoba@cgscc.church
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tel:281-376-6831
mailto:jvaldez@cgscc.church
tel:281-376-6831
tel:281-376-6831
tel:346-236-6464
tel:346-236-6464


“HELPING PEOPLE TO KNOW AND LOVE JESUS CHRIST.”

The CGS FAMILY Guides are produced weekly by our Office of Evangelization and
Discipleship and are posted on our website each Friday evening every week of the year.

Join us on Flocknote: 
Text CGS to 84576. 
You will receive emails & texts from
CGS according to your preferences.

The contents of this Guide are in accordance with the teachings of the United States Conference
 of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and the Catechetical Framework for Lifelong Faith Formation of the

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, under the pastoral care of Archbishop Daniel Cardinal DiNardo.
Accordingly, the Catechetical Framework serves the definitive aim of catechesis which is to put

people not only in touch with, but also in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ.
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Official Page:
Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church

@cgsyouth    

discipleship@cgscc.church

How am I obedient in God's will even through suffering?

18511 Klein Church Rd. Spring, TX 77379
(281) 376-6831   *  cgscc.church   

Very Reverend James Burkart, Pastor

Our Vision Statement
To be a welcoming Christian community of love, by serving and uplifting

through worship and action.

https://signup.flocknote.com/
https://www.facebook.com/christthegoodshepherdspring/
http://cgscc.church/cgs-family-guides
https://cgscc.church/clergy-staff
https://cgscc.church/clergy-staff
https://signup.flocknote.com/
https://www.facebook.com/christthegoodshepherdspring/

