
INTENTIONS OF THE  

EUCHARIST 

THIS WEEK AT  

ST. MATTHIAS 

   Saturday, February 20 — 4:00 p.m. 

 Patrick and Carmella Mauro — Memorial  
 

Sunday, February 21 — 10:00 a.m. 

Charles Davis—3rd Anniversary Memorial and 

 Birthday Memorial 
 

   Saturday, February 27 — 4:00 p.m. 

 John Shinnick — Memorial  
 

Sunday, February 28 — 10:00 a.m. 

Howard Zerella — 6th Anniversary Memorial and 

 Gloria Zerella-Mason — Memorial 

 

Saturday, February 20 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
 

   Sunday, February 21 
 

 Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

               with Rite of Acceptance of Catechumens 
           Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  
 

Monday, February 22 
 

 Triduum Meeting  
  Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

Wednesday, February 24 
 

 Shawl Ministry  
          Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.   
  

Thursday, February 25 

 Choir Rehearsal  
           Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Friday, February 26 

 Simple Lenten Supper 
           Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m.  

 

Saturday, February 27 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
  

Sunday, February 28 
 

 Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
              Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 RCIA 

   Classroom, following Mass 

 Faith Formation—Grades 9—10  

  Mass / Downstairs Conference Rm. 11:15 a.m. to Noon  

 Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  February 22 

 

  Monday, Tuesday  and Friday  
 

9:00 a.m.  

Downstairs Conference Room  

Office Hours — Week of  February 22 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  

                   

 

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for February 21, Second Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28b-36  
 

Readings for February 28, Third Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Lenten Season Worship Aid can be found in the 

pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as well as our 

musical selections.  Please lift your voices in celebration.   

Please return the booklet to the book rack located in the 

pews.                                                                    Thank you.  



FEBRUARY 21, 2016 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

FROM FR. FRAN 

If you are a “true” Bostonian, one of the highlights of 

the year is when Sullivan’s Restaurant on Castle Island in 

South Boston opens for the season.  It’s just a burger, dog 

and ice cream place, but it has a storied history.  It’s 

location is right at the entrance to the park so hundreds of 

people of all stripes walk by there every day. 

A couple of my priest friends are fond of telling the 

tale of their mid-March opening day excursion to Sullivan’s 

many years ago.  They were coming from some church 

event so they were in their clerical clothes.  Considering 

Sullivan’s is often teaming with priests and nuns, that’s not 

an unusual sight.  However, when they sat down to eat their 

burgers and dogs at one of the picnic tables out in front of 

the restaurant, they kept getting odd looks from people 

walking by, a couple of people even shaking their heads.  It 

wasn’t until they had finished their lunch and were driving 

home that they realized it was a Friday in Lent! 

Some parishioners have been asking about the “Lenten 

regulations” that are a part of our Catholic journey toward 

Easter. Sorry for the oversight on my part that they haven’t 

been published in the bulletin yet this Lent.  Below is the 

statement on fast and abstinence as found on the web site of 

the Archdiocese of Boston: 
 

Abstinence -- Catholics over 14 years of age are 

bound to the obligation of abstinence. Abstinence is to 

be observed on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays of 

Lent. On days of abstinence, meat may not be used at all. 
 

Fast -- Catholics over 18 and up to the beginning of 

their 60th year are bound to the obligation of fasting. 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are the days of fasting. 

On these days, only one full meal is allowed. Two other 

meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be 

taken according to each one’s needs, but together they 

should not equal another full meal. Eating between 

meals is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and 

fruit juices are allowed. 
 

So there are the basics.  Please make note of the  

differences between abstinence and fasting.  Fasting occurs 

on only 2 days. One during Lent, Ash Wednesday, and one 

during the Easter Triduum, Good Friday.  Note also that 

once one reaches their 59th birthday, fasting is no longer 

required, but is always a good thing to do provided one is in 

good health. In regard to abstinence, this answer to a Q & 

A session in the Lenten section of the US Bishops web site 

may shine some light: 
 

Abstinence laws consider that meat comes only from 

animals such as chickens, cows, sheep or pigs --- all of 

which live on land. Birds are also considered meat. 

Abstinence does not include meat juices and liquid foods 

made from meat.  Thus, such foods as chicken broth, 

consomme, soups cooked or flavored with meat, meat 

gravies or sauces, as well as seasonings or condiments 

made from animal fat are technically not forbidden. 

However, moral theologians have traditionally taught 

that we should abstain from all animal-derived products 

(except foods such as gelatin, butter, cheese and eggs, 

which do not have any meat taste).  Fish are a different 

category of animal.  Salt and freshwater species of fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, (cold-blooded animals) and 

shellfish are permitted. 
 

To sum up, alligator: yes, filet mignon: no.  And since 

vegans live an even stricter “no meat” diet, it would be 

proper for them to abstain from something else during the 

Fridays of Lent. 

Now, some people become rather scrupulous about such 

things, while others ignore them completely as an outdated 

exercise.  The truth lies somewhere in the middle.  We fast 

and abstain not because of fear of punishment or losing our 

status as “good Catholics”, rather we take up the challenge 

of these disciplines to help make us aware of what it means 

to go without. They recall to us that there are things which 

we need to “give up” not just for Lent but for good. These 

Lenten disciplines are a means to an end, not an end in 

themselves.  The following paragraph from a statement by 

the US Catholic Bishops helps us to focus on their 

meaning: 
 

The key to fruitful observance of these practices is to 

recognize their link to baptismal renewal. We are called 

not just to abstain from sin during Lent, but to true 

conversion of our hearts and minds as followers of 

Christ. We recall those waters in which we were baptized 

into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new 

life in Christ. 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 
 

Total Collection of  February 13, 14….....…….      $4,284.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were          $1,130.00 

Parishioners celebrating February 13, 14 .......…….     272 
 

Ash Wednesday Collection February 10….....….   $    891.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were          $        5.00 

Parishioners celebrating Ash Wednesday Mass..….      209        
 

February Special Collections 

 Parish Maintenance       February 20, 21 
 

January Financials 

Total Income for the Month of January                  $27,902*       

Total Expenses for the Month of January               $24,386 

                      Net Income:                   $ 3,516 
 

*This total includes total January offertory of $16,281, which 

is $281.00 above goal.  



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville,  Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Pat Gowaski,  Russ Hokanson, 

Kathryn Keeler, David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret 

McNeil, Betty Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 
  

      Please submit any names you wish to be included on the 

prayer list by calling the parish office 508-460-9255 or 

emailing admin@stmattpar.org.   Thank you.  

Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  

     FAITH FORMATION  
 

    Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, February 21 are 

as follows: 

         

         8:30 – 9:45 a.m.        Grades 1-5 

         6:00 – 7:15 a.m.        Grades 6,7,8 

       

     Confirmation 1 and Confirmation 2 ( Grades 9, 10) 

will meet Sunday, February 28, 10:00 a.m. Mass 

attendance followed by social and meeting until noon. 

LIGHT OF CHRIST  
       
     Preparations are now underway for the 

Paschal Triduum.  The celebration of the 

Easter Vigil begins with the solemn lighting of 

the Paschal Candle, the symbol of Christ’s 

light in our world.  This candle burns brightly 

during the Easter season and is used 

throughout the year for the sacrament of baptism, the 

celebration of funeral liturgies and other special liturgical 

events such as evening prayer.   

     Each year, we offer parishioners the opportunity to 

donate funds toward the purchase of the Paschal candle.  

Our candles are purchased from Marklin Candle Company, 

internationally known for their beautiful, handcrafted 

candles. When the year is over, the candle is returned to 

Marklin for recycling and we receive a credit towards a 

new one.   

     The Paschal Candle price ranges from $500-$650 

depending upon the design.  Jared and Melissa Auclair 

have graciously donated a portion of the candle cost in 

memory of all of God’s children gone home to rest but 

there is still an opportunity for others to make a donation 

towards the candle.  Your donation will be a constant 

symbol of the light of Christ shining within the St. 

Matthias community for the year to come. 

     Please contact the parish office for more information. 

   CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICE RICE BOWL   
 

     This week, CRS Rice Bowl takes us to 

Laos, where Hongkham is using her love of 

cooking to provide for her family—and feed 

an entire school. How do we use our passions 

and gifts for the betterment of those we meet? 

Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

     For people around the world who are hungry, especially 

children, that they receive the nutritious food they need to 

live healthy, productive lives. We pray to the Lord. For our 

own community of faith, that we remember the words of 

Christ: “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers 

or sisters of mine, you did for me.” We pray to the Lord. 

     TRIDUUM TEAM MEETING  
 

     The next Triduum team meeting will take place on 

Monday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs 

conference room.  It is not too late to join the Triduum team.  

Though we have a wonderful group of individuals working 

on Triduum we certainly could use some additional help.  If 

you would like to enrich your spiritual life here at St. 

Matthias by helping out please contact Patricia Fischer at 

either patfischer60@comcast.net or 508-485-5473 or Diane 

Balinski at dbalinski@stmattpar.org.  Or, simply stop by the 

meeting to find out the many ways that you can help out. 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  
 

            

 Goal:                                              $80,000.00 

Total Pledged:                                       $53,775.00 

Total Received:                                     $49,465.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $26,225.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                         104 

      

      

 

 

 

 

     Next weekend, the Catholic Appeal will be announced in 

all parishes throughout the Archdiocese. Please be sure to 

take home next week’s bulletin, which includes an insert 

with some helpful information about how the Catholic 

Appeal directly benefits parishes.  

mailto:patfischer60@comcast.net
mailto:dbalinski@stmattpar.org


 LENTEN S IMPLE SUPPERS 
 

           As we begin our Lenten journey, 

the St. Matthias community cordially 

invites you to join with fellow 

parishioners for Simple Lenten Suppers 

and prayer on Fridays, February 26, 

March 4 and March 18 at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

     These simple meals will consist of bread, soup, salad, 

and macaroni and cheese prepared by members of our 

parish community.  Each meal will begin with a prayer to 

nourish our souls before we nourish our bodies.  Praying 

together as a community creates a oneness of mind and a 

melding of the heart to Jesus “For where two or three are 

gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them.” Matthew 18:20  

     As in the past, we have again chosen a work of charity 

to focus on.  This year we will be collecting toys for the 

Bernadette Project, an organization founded in memory of 

Bernadette LaFollette, a young girl of 15 who was an 

inspiration to so many.  The Bernadette Project collects 

toys, books and movies to distribute to children 

receiving treatment at various hospitals.  A collection 

box will be available in the parish hall to place donations 

in.  

     Please join us in sharing a meal, praying together and 

helping to put a smile on a child’s face.  Your help with 

preparation of food, set-up and/or clean-up at these events 

is greatly appreciated. 

   EASTER EGG HUNT 

   DONATIONS NEEDED  
 

     Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will take 

place following the 9:00 a.m. Mass on 

Sunday, March 27.  Donations of plastic 

eggs and wrapped candy will be greatly appreciated.  

You will find a donation box in the flower resource room 

to place your donations in.  Thank you in advance for your 

generosity. 

EASTER SUNDAY—CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR  
 

     The St. Matthias Choir is looking forward to 

having the Children's Choir sing during the 

March 27 Easter Sunday Mass at 9:00 a.m.  

The children did such a wonderful job at 

Christmas, and were so dedicated, we felt everyone should 

truly enjoy hearing them at Easter.  Children’s Rehearsal 

will begin Sunday, February 28 from 11:30 a.m.— 

12:30 p.m.  And continue Mar. 6, and Mar.13.  The final 

rehearsal will take place on Tuesday, March 22 at 6:00 

p.m. in the church.  We hope to see everyone on Feb. 28.     


