
INTENTIONS OF THE  

EUCHARIST 

THIS WEEK AT  

ST . MATTHIAS 

 Saturday, February 27 — 4:00 p.m. 

 John Shinnick — Memorial  
 

Sunday, February 28 — 10:00 a.m. 

Howard Zerella — 6th Anniversary Memorial and 

 Gloria Zerella-Mason — Memorial 
 

   Saturday, March 5 — 4:00 p.m. 

Michael Giugno — Memorial  
 

Sunday, March 6 — 10:00 a.m. 

William Brennan — Memorial 

Saturday, February 27 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
  

Sunday, February 28 
 

 Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 RCIA with Scrutiny of the Catechumen 

   Parish Hall, 9:00 a.m.   

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
              Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 RCIA   

   Classroom, 11:15 a.m.   

 Faith Formation—Grades 9—10  

  Mass / Downstairs Conference Rm. 11:15 a.m. to Noon  

 Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, March 2 
 

 Shawl Ministry  
          Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.   
  

Thursday, March 3 

 Choir Rehearsal  
           Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 Bereavement Group 
          Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.   
 

Friday, March 4 

 Simple Lenten Supper 
           Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 5 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  

   CORI Processing  
  Flower Resource Room following Mass 
 

Sunday, March 6 
 

 Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist with  

     Liturgy of the Word for Children  
              Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 Faith Formation—Grades 9—10  

  Mass / Downstairs Conference Rm. 11:15 a.m. to Noon  

  CORI Processing  
  Parish Hall following Mass 

 Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  February 29 

 

  Monday, Tuesday  and Friday  
 

9:00 a.m.  

Downstairs Conference Room  

Office Hours — Week of  February 29 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  

                   

 

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for February 28, Third Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 
 

Readings for March 6, Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2; 5-8; John 4:5-42 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Lenten Season Worship Aid can be found in the 

pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as well as our 

musical selections.  Please lift your voices in celebration.   

Please return the booklet to the book rack located in the 

pews.                                                                    Thank you.  



FEBRUARY 28, 2016 

FROM FR. FRAN 

Over the last few weeks we have had the celebrations of 

the RCIA at our weekend Masses.  Some parishioners have 

been asking questions about the process and who 

experiences these rites. 

First of all, RCIA is short for the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults.  This involves a faith journey of 

those, seven or so years of age and older, who have 

never been baptized but are now ready to become 

members of the Catholic Church.  After a period of inquiry 

into the Catholic Church, the first part of the Rite that they 

celebrate is the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 

Catechumens. Although the title may sound like some 

fraternal organization, it is an ancient category in the 

church for anyone formally on the way to baptism. We just 

witnessed this rite last week at the 10 AM Mass with Katy   

Coviello.  It involves a candidate’s first acceptance of the 

gospel and a signing of the senses (eyes, ears, hands, 

mouth, feet etc.) with the cross of Christ. 

Once a person has become a Catechumen they begin a 

journey that will bring them to their baptism at the Easter 

Vigil.  This journey of deepening faith is usually a 

multiyear process.  The Catechumen and the pastoral team 

together determine when a Catechumen is ready for 

initiation.  When the Catechumens are at Mass they are 

with the community for the Liturgy of the Word and then 

they are dismissed to go and reflect upon the scriptures they 

just heard.  They do not stay for the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist as a sign that they are not yet ready to share the 

Lord’s supper with us. 

When all are agreed that initiation will happen at the 

coming Easter Vigil, the Catechumens take the next step 

and become the Elect, they “elect” and  are “elected” to 

become Catholic Christians.  This is done by the bishop on 

the First Sunday of Lent at the Cathedral of each diocese.  

Before they go to the cathedral, each individual parish may 

celebrate a Rite of Sending where the community prays 

over the Catechumens and shows support.  We celebrated 

this rite for our youngsters Elizabeth and Elijah just a few 

weeks ago.  At the Rite of Election the Catechumens are 

called before the bishop and they write their names in the 

Book of the Elect.  They are no longer called Catechumens.  

They are now the Elect. 

Lent becomes an intensive time of prayer for the Elect as 

they look forward toward their initiation.  The church calls 

it their “Period of Purification and Enlightenment”. Lent in 

fact began as a time specifically for the Elect and over the 

years the tradition of a period of preparation before Easter 

spread to all the baptized. 

An important rite that is celebrated with the Elect during 

Lent is called a Scrutiny.  There are three of them and they 

occur on the 3rd through 5th Sundays of Lent.  Each Scrutiny 

is designed to ask God’s help as the Elect strive to 

eliminate what is sinful in their lives and become closer to 

the way of the gospel.  Each Scrutiny involves prayer of 

exorcism (not what you’re thinking!).  This prayer asks the 

Holy Spirit to drive from the elect anything that would keep 

them from living a life close to God and in service to God’s 

people. 

Initiation comes at the Easter Vigil with the Elect 

sharing in the 3 Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, 

Confirmation, and Eucharist.  The newly initiated are now 

called the Neophytes and, in the weeks following their 

initiation, they continue reflecting upon all that has 

happened to them in what is called a period of mystagogia. 

Those who are already baptized Christians and desire 

to become Catholics are different from the Catechumens. 

They don’t become “rebaptized” as Catholics.  Their 

journey is toward full communion with the Catholic 

Church.  They will also experience a period of faith 

formation. At a time when they and their catechists 

determine, they will celebrate the sacraments of 

Confirmation and Eucharist, usually at a mass during the 

Easter Season. 

For those who were baptized Catholics but never 

received Confirmation or Eucharist, another faith 

journey is designed according to their needs.  They are 

invited to complete their initiation with Confirmation and 

Eucharist, usually during the Easter Season. 

A final category would be those Catholics who were 

baptized, received communion but were never 

confirmed.  A faith journey is tailored for them and, in this 

diocese, they celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in a 

regional ceremony presided over by one of our bishops. 

While this all may sound complicated and involved, what 

it all comes down to is that once the Holy Spirit moves 

someone to deepen their faith and become closer to the 

Church, there are many avenues to explore.  Here at St. 

Matthias parish, our Faith Formation Director, Theresa 

Salafia, is the person to contact if you or someone you 

know would like to find out more about initiation.  Let’s 

pray for those in our parish and throughout the world who 

are journeying towards initiation in this Lenten season. 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 
 

Total Collection of February 20, 21….....…….      $4,736.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were         $1,225.00 

Parish Maintenance February 20, 21….....…….     $2,711.00        

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were          $  562.00 

Parishioners celebrating February 20, 21 .......…….     335   
 

 March Special Collections 
 

Parish Maintenance………………………...March 19, 20 

Holy Land—Good Friday………………….March 25 

Easter Clergy Benefit Trust……………..…March 26/27 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville,  Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Kathryn Keeler, 

David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil, Betty 

Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 
  

    To add someone to this prayer list, please call the parish 

office 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  
 

    FAITH FORMATION  
 

Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, February 28 are as 

follows: 
 

Grades 1-5                               8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 

Grades 6-8                               6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 

Confirmation 1 & 2               10:00 a.m. Mass    

                                                  followed by social  

                                                  and meeting until noon 
 
 

 

 

RCIA will meet Sunday, February 

28 at 11:15 a.m. in the conference 

room. 

 
 

THANK YOU—PASCHAL CANDLE 

DONATIONS 
       
     Thank you to Alan and Regina Slattery who 

have agreed to donate the balance of the cost of 

this year’s Paschal candle in memory of the 

Bonanno and Slattery families. Once again, 

thank you to the Auclair Family who have 

graciously donated a portion of the candle cost in memory 

of all of God’s children gone home to rest  This candle 

will be a constant symbol of the light of Christ shining 

within the St. Matthias community for the year to come.   

 

OUR FATHER ’S TABLE  

TUESDAY , MARCH 8 
       
     On Tuesday, March 8 beginning at 4:00 p.m. members 

of the St. Matthias Parish will host dinner and dessert at “Our 

Father’s Table” at the New Hope Church, located at 204 

Main Street in Marlborough.  This dinner serves friends and 

neighbors of the Marlborough community who depend on 

this organization for a hot meal and friendship.  If would like 

to participate in baking and/or serving please contact the 

parish office 508-460-9255.  

    SPONSORED COFFEE SOCIAL   
 

    Please join the parish community as we 

bid farewell to our friends, Jane, Allen 

and Lindsey Jones.  The Jones’ are 

moving to their new home and on to new 

adventures in Tennessee.  The choir is 

sponsoring this farewell social and invites 

everyone to stop by the coffee social to 

share their stories and well wishes with 

the Jones family.    

CRS—RICE BOWL 
Hungering For a Healthy Start 

     The next stop on our CRS Rice Bowl 

journey is the African nation of Rwanda, 

where we’re reminded to care for the unborn. 

This week we pray for pregnant mothers, that 

they may have the medical and nutritional 

support they need to raise healthy, thriving children.  Please 

visit crsricebowl.org for more.  

     To make us his new creation, Christ the Lord gave us 

the waters of rebirth and spread the table of his body and 

his word.  Let us call upon him and say Lord, renew us in 

your grace. 

EASTER SUNDAY—CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
 

     The St. Matthias Choir invites the  children of 

our parish to sing with the Choir during the  

Easter Sunday Mass March 27 at 9:00 a.m. The 

children did such a wonderful job at Christmas, 

and were so dedicated, it will be a joy to have 

them sing at  Easter.   

Children’s Rehearsal will begin Sunday, February 28 

from 11:20 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. and continue March 6, 

and March 13.  The final rehearsal will take place on 

Tuesday, March 22 at 6:00 p.m. in the church.   

Judy McManus and Joyce Belliveau 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  

  
 Goal:                                              $80,000.00 

 

Total Pledged:                                       $53,775.00 

Total Received:                                     $49,765.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $26,225.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                         104 



 LENTEN S IMPLE SUPPERS 
 

     The St. Matthias community invites you 

to join your fellow parishioners to the 

Simple Lenten Suppers and prayer on 

Fridays, February 26, March 4 and 

March 18 at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

     These simple meals will consist of bread, soup, salad, 

and macaroni and cheese prepared by members of our 

parish community.  We begin each with a prayer to nourish 

our souls before we nourish our bodies.  Praying together 

as a community creates a oneness of mind and a melding of 

the heart to Jesus “For where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  

Matthew 18:20  

     This year we will be collecting toys, books and movies  

to distribute to children receiving treatment at local 

hospitals through the Bernadette Project, an organization 

founded in memory of Bernadette LaFollette, a young girl 

of 15 who was an inspiration to so many.  A collection box 

will be available in the parish hall. 

     Please join us in sharing a meal, praying together and 

helping to put a smile on a child’s face.  Your help with 

preparation of food, set-up and/or clean-up at these events 

is greatly appreciated. 

   CORI PROCESSING  
 

          All volunteers should have received a CORI form in 

the mail this week.  We will be accepting completed CORI 

forms the weekends of March 5 and 6/March 12 and 13.  

With each completed form, please present a government 

issued form of ID, such as a driver’s license for a CORI 

coordinator to view.  Please note that a new form must be 

completed even if you have already filled out a form for a 

school or other organization this year.   

   EASTER EGG HUNT—DONATIONS  
 

     Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will take 

place following the 9:00 a.m. Mass on 

Sunday, March 27.  Donations of plastic 

eggs and wrapped candy will be greatly 

appreciated.  You will find a donation box 

in the flower resource room to place your 

donations in through March 13.  Thank 

you in advance for your generosity.  

   CATHOLIC APPEAL—LIVING OUR 

FAITH TOGETHER  
 

     Next week, Catholics across the Archdiocese will be 

invited to pledge their support to the ministries and 

programs supported by the Catholic Appeal that directly 

benefit parishes throughout the archdiocese.  Thank you 

for your prayers and support for a successful 2016 

Catholic Appeal. 


