
      

Saturday, April 9  — 4:00 p.m. 

John Vaughey  —  14th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, April  10 — 10:00 a.m. 

Giesin Family — Memorial 

Grandpa, Grandma, Alicia and Linda  
 

Saturday, April 16  — 4:00 p.m. 

Doug and Jean Peltak— 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Renewal of Vows 
 

Sunday, April  17 — 10:00 a.m. 

Joseph Frane — 7th Anniversary Memorial 
 

 

  

Saturday, April 9 
 

 Confirmation Retreat  

    Parish Hall, 1:00 p.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  
  Bins available at Church entrances  

 First Eucharist Retreat  

    Parish Hall, following 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 

   Sunday, April 10 
 

  Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  with Adult Confirmation 
       Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  
  Bins available at Church entrances  
 

   Wednesday, April 13 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
              Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.  
 

 Thursday, April 14 
 

 Choir Rehearsal  
              Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 

  Saturday, April 16 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  

  

   Sunday, April 17 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism 
       Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of April 11 

 

 

  Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

9:00 a.m.  
 

Downstairs Conference Room  
 

                   

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

 

Readings for April 10, 3rd Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 5:27-32, 40B-41; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 
Readings for April 17, 4th Sunday of Easter  

 

Acts 13:14, 43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14b-17; John 10:27-30 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

INTENTIONS OF THE  

EUCHARIST 

THIS WEEK AT  

ST. MATTHIAS 

Office Hours — Week of  April  11 
  

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  

 

 Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  
 

           

Our Easter Season Worship Booklet contains all the music 

and prayers for our Eucharistic celebrations. We will use 

this booklet in conjunction with our hymnal.  As you follow 

along in the booklet during Mass, you will find a listing of 

hymnal numbers for the appropriate hymns and songs. 

Please return booklets to the racks in the pews after Mass. 

EASTER SEASON WORSHIP BOOKLETS  



APRIL 10, 2016 

FROM FR. FRAN 

A Season of Initiation 

 

When we hear the word 

“initiation” we most often 

think of a ritual that 

makes one a part of a 

g r o u p  o r  c l u b . 

Questionable rituals for 

a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  

fraternities and sororities 

also come to mind.  In the 

Ca th o l i c  Chr i s t i a n 

tradition we use the word 

Initiation to designate the 

three sacraments that constitute entrance into the Church, 

namely Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  As I’ve 

mentioned in a previous column, for a good part of our 

history, a person would celebrate all three sacraments 

together. Since Vatican II’s call for the reform of the Rite 

of Christian Initiation, there has been a renewal in the way 

in which we prepare for and celebrate these sacraments. 

The Easter season is most appropriate for the celebration 

of the Rites of Initiation.  Adult Initiation happens at the 

Easter Vigil each year.  And, in the 50 day season of Easter, 

there are all kinds of celebrations welcoming people who 

are already baptized into the church. 

This weekend at the 10 AM Mass, parishioners Maria 

Mendez and Derek Greska, who are already baptized 

Catholics, will complete their initiation with the celebration 

of their Confirmation and First Eucharist.  Debbie Hartford 

who is a baptized Christian will be welcomed into the 

Catholic Christian community by professing her faith and 

sharing in Confirmation and Eucharist together with Maria 

and Derek. 

Often people question why a person baptized in a 

Protestant denomination doesn’t get “re-baptized” when 

they become a Catholic.  It is because the Catholic Church 

recognizes the baptism of anyone baptized in a 

denomination which uses water and a Trinitarian formula 

for baptism.  It is a clear sign that, while separated by 

certain beliefs, the core of our faith, our baptism, is a 

uniting force in the Christian life. 

In a few weeks’ time we will celebrate First Eucharist 

with our second graders and Confirmation with our 10th 

graders.  The age at which children celebrate these two 

sacraments has varied from diocese to diocese over the 

years.  (I was confirmed as an eighth grader in the early 

1970’s.)  Over the past 30 years or so, Confirmation has 

been wrongly seen as a “rite of passage” for teenagers.  The 

“now you are an adult in the church” way of looking at the 

sacrament betrays its true meaning as a sealing of Baptism 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Like any sacrament, we 

don’t “earn it” by going through classes. Rather, we 

understand it and internalize what it means by a journey of 

preparation. 

This brings us to what lies at the heart of all the 

sacraments.  They are about encounters with the risen 

Christ, not about “magic moments”.  The reception of any 

sacrament presumes a readiness, a conversion of heart, a 

deepening relationship with Christ.  The celebration of the 

particular sacrament is a public acknowledgement of what 

has already begun within the person. 

For instance, we approach the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation (also known as Penance or Confession) not 

out of fear that we will “go to hell” if we don’t confess 

specific sins, rather, we approach the sacrament 

acknowledging our wrongs, wanting to change, and seeking 

the always ready forgiveness of God.  Before we even 

approach the priest, reconciliation has begun within us. The 

celebration of the sacrament “seals the deal”, if you will. 

Similarly, we come to Mass, not out of a fear that if we 

miss Mass we commit a mortal sin, as we may have 

believed in the past, rather we come to Mass, to listen to 

God’s Word and receive Christ’s body and blood because 

we know from our life experience that God is always 

working in our day to day lives. Celebrating Mass helps us 

to put life into the context of the Cross and Resurrection. 

So, when we celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation over 

the next few weeks, I invite you to pray for those who will 

receive them, and also pray for a deeper personal 

understanding of how God is working within us and within 

the world.  The sacraments we celebrate are meant to unite 

our lives more closely with the life of Christ who is always 

there to embrace us, to comfort us in our sorrows, and to 

share with us all our joys. 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
 

      We welcome into our faith community through the 

Sacrament of Baptism  

 

Vincent Clement Gerber 

Carolyn Joy Amenta 

 

On Sunday, April 17 during the 10:00 a.m. Celebration of 

the Eucharist.  Please keep these children and their families  

in your prayers.  
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  

   Congratulations to Maria Mendez, Debra Hartford and 

Derek Greska for completing their initiation into the 

Catholic faith through Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 

     Our Confirmation and First Eucharist candidates 

participated in retreat time along with their families this 

weekend.  Mr. James Flanagan, Youth Minister from Saint 

Elizabeth of Hungary in Acton, facilitated a time of 

reflection for Confirmation.  First Eucharist candidates 

prepared banners for their families on First Eucharist Day 

and learned from Mrs. Fay DiNitto how the bread used for 

Eucharist is made. Parents reflected on the meaning of 

Eucharist for families by viewing “Grandma’s Bread” and 

sharing their own experiences of Eucharist. 

 

 

      

 

 

 
      

Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, April 10 are as 

follows: 
 

      Grades 1, 3, 4, 5 8:30 – 9:45 a.m.   
 

      Grade 2 will NOT meet due to attendance at their  

 Saturday retreat 
 

      Grades 6, 7, 8 completed their Faith Formation April 3. 
 

 

** Rehearsal for First Eucharist**   

            Monday, April 25    7:00 p.m. in church 

     Celebration of First Eucharist   

 Saturday, April 30   4:00 p.m. 
 

 ** Confirmation rehearsal**    

            Monday, May 9     7:00 p.m. in church 

               (with sponsor or substitute sponsor) 
      

       Celebration of Confirmation         

            Sunday, May 15     10:00 a.m.  Feast of Pentecost 

Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville, Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Kathryn Keeler, 

David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil, Betty 

Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 

  
    To add someone to this prayer list, please call the parish 

office 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  
 

       FAITH FORMATION  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 
 

Total Collection of April 2, 3…........…………....  $3,491.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were         $   340.00 

 

Parishioners celebrating Mass April 2, 3…….....      297 
 

 

MARCH FINANCIALS 
 

Total Income for the Month of February                 $28,508*       

Total Expenses for the Month of February              $26,855 

                      Net Income:                    $  1,653 

 

   *This total includes total February offertory of $20,481   

      which is $4,461 above goal.  
 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  
  Goal:                                               $80,000.00 

 

Total Pledged:                                       $54,965.00 

Total Received:                                     $52,550.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $25,035.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                 104 

 

 

2016 CATHOLIC APPEAL 
 Goal: $19,352 

 

 Total pledged: $19,415 

 Total received:                                           $13,790 

      To be collected:                                          $  4,500 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 

      The Marlboro Council of the Knights of 

Columbus will be kicking off their annual 

membership drive the weekend of April 

16th and 17th.    The Knights of Columbus is the largest 

Catholic fraternal organization in the world, sharing a 

common bond of devotion to the Catholic faith 

and  brotherhood in Christ.  Please plan on being on hand 

during that weekend to hear from K of C representatives 

how our special emphasis on charity provides a wonderful 

way for many of us to put our faith into action. 



 MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD  
  

     This weekend, April 9 and 10, collection bins 

for the Marlborough Community Cupboard 

Collection are set up by the church entrances.             

     The parish collection is vital in the nourishment 

of many friends and neighbors in our community who look 

to the Cupboard for support. Thank you for your continued 

generosity.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

       

 

 

 

 

          The Easter Season has at last begun and will continue 

until Pentecost Sunday on May 15.  A visible expression of 

the joy of the Easter Season is the beautiful arrangement of 

flowers that adorn the church.    You may help offset the 

cost of the flowers with an Easter flower donation.  Your 

contribution may be made in honor of a deceased loved one 

or other special intention.  Envelopes may be found at the 

church entrances or you may use one of the purple 

envelopes found in the pews.  Simply place your 

contribution in the envelope, mark it “Easter Flowers” put 

your name and the names of those you wish to honor on it 

and drop it in the collection basket.  All contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU   

EASTER SERVICES  

 

      A special note of thanks to all the children who were 

part of our Easter Children’s Choir.  They did a marvelous 

job lifting their voices in song to celebrate our Easter joy.  

The girls and boys who graced us with their beautiful voices 

are: 

 

 

 

     Thank you also to Siobhan Gannon who did a wonderful 

job as a cross bearer on Easter Sunday and Doreen Martin 

who helped the Art & Environment team set up for the 

Easter Vigil.   

Grace Barrett 

Abbey Benotti 

Murphy Doona 

Emily Hinterneder 

Lily Hinterneder 

Kaya Krawiec 

Elise Lowe 

Megan Lowe 

Charlotte McCarthy 

Harry McCarthy 

Shelagh McCarthy 

Jayleen Rosa 


