
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, August 25 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist 
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, August 26 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 

Wednesday, August 29 
 

  Shawl Ministry  
      Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, September 1 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist 
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, September 2 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

St. Matthias Parish  

           

Office Hours  for the Week of August 26 
 

 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, August 25—4:00 p.m. 

Mary Masciarelli — 2nd Anniversary Memorial  

David Mauro — Birthday Memorial  
 

 Sunday, August 26 - 10:00 a.m. 

John and Ellen Ryan — Memorial  
 

Saturday, September 1—4:00 p.m. 

Frank and Leah Calore 

Eleanor Laspada 

Joseph Calore —  Memorial  
 

 Sunday, September 2 - 10:00 a.m. 

Nicole Decruz — Memorial  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  August 26 
 

There will be no Weekday Masses from  

Monday, August 27 through Tuesday, 

September 11.  
 

Weekday Mass will resume on 
 

Friday, September 14 at 9:00 a.m.  

in the downstairs conference room  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 1 and September 2 
 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8; James 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS 
 

 

Gathering:          

   
 

Preparation of Gifts:     
 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

You Gather Us 

Booklet # 6, pg. 16 
 

I Am The Bread Of Life 

Hymnal # 822 
  

Many and Great 

Booklet # 12, pg. 20 
 

Rain Down 

Hymnal # 505 



FROM FR. FRAN  

 Almost as soon as Pope Francis’ statement about 

abuse in the church was released last Monday, critics 

were pouncing on it as “too little too late”, and “only 

words”.  From where I view things, his statement was 

a much needed first step in the Vatican’s 

acknowledgment of the extent and seriousness of the 

problem which, for many years, was considered “an 

American problem”. 

 With recent reports from Pennsylvania, Chile, 

Ireland, and Australia, the Vatican has been forced to 

come to terms with the world-wide nature of this 

crisis.  In regard to the crisis in Chile, Pope Francis 

himself had to come to terms with his own blindness 

as to the depths of the scandal. It took some time, but 

he finally acknowledged the wrongdoings of priests, 

and cover-ups by the hierarchy in that country. Now 

that the Pope is on record deploring the extent of 

abuse and, importantly, the cover-ups, his actions will 

be watched even more closely. 

 From the beginning of his papacy, Francis has 

decried the clerical culture which permeates many 

parts of the church.  He has received much push-back 

from the Roman bureaucracy because of this.  Yet, he 

has persisted.  I think he is certainly onto something 

here. 

  With the latest revelations of abuse in the church 

there are many voices proclaiming this or that will fix 

the problems.  “Let priests marry; demand that all the 

bishops resign; kick out all the gay priests; the list of 

purported remedies is long. Often such declarations 

say more about the speaker’s pain or agenda than the 

complex issues at hand.  But I do think that a culture 

of clericalism is a base line for much of the anguish 

we continue to experience over abuse by priests.

 Clericalism in its lowest form asks: “what can I get 

out of this” rather than “what can I give”. This attitude 

is not unique to the church.  There is probably some 

form of “clericalism” in every profession.  In our 

individualist society it informs how we “climb to the 

top”, stepping on others along the way.  It declares 

that there is a  “special nature” to our group which 

involves special  privileges. It demands complete 

obedience to authority.  It feeds racism, nationalism, 

exceptionalism, and a “good old boys network”. 

  Clericalism in the church says that the church 

must be shielded and defended from any inner 

wrongdoings at any cost.  Clericalism puts forth a 

picture of the priest and bishop as “above” a lot of the 

“stuff” of life.  Clericalism builds very high pedestals.

 In the past, a priest’s introduction to this 

clericalism usually began with Seminary training.  

There was a time when such training was overly 

rigorous, some would say stifling.  A healthy 

discussion and understanding of human sexuality and 

one’s own psychosexual growth was limited or 

nonexistent.  After ordination, priests entered a world 

where their word and authority was never questioned.  

They performed “sacred” duties, far removed from the 

everyday. Others did their cooking, laundry, cleaning 

etc.  It’s easy to see how priests who haven’t dealt 

with their own issues can get caught up in an 

unhealthy clerical lifestyle. It’s an easy recipe for 

disaster.  I would love to say that the clerical culture 

of seminaries has changed, however, as can be seen in 

the crisis that our own Boston seminary is facing at 

the moment, there is much work to be done. 

 Priests who abuse others suffer from illnesses 

aided and abetted by clericalism.  This is not to excuse 

their actions at all.  What abusive priests have done is 

evil.  However, perhaps the greater evil is how the 

clerical culture covered this up.  And the greatest evil 

of all is that those in authority thought they were 

protecting the church from “scandal”, as they hushed 

those who were abused and placed more and more 

children in harm’s way. 

 The protection of children in church environments 

has come a long way since 2002 when the Dallas 

Charter was adopted.  Background checks of those 

who work with children and no tolerance policies for 

clergy who have credible accusations against them 

have made churches as safe as humanly possible.  

However, until now, those bishops who shuffled 

abusive priests around, or have been abusers 

themselves, have not paid a price for their 

incompetence and malfeasance.  This is the clerical 

culture at its worst. 

 Still, there is great hope.  I doubt if clericalism will 

ever be rooted out of the church completely, but I 

think we are at a crossroads.  New bishops, new 

structures, new ways of forming priests for ministry 

may be part of the answer.  But the greatest mover 

will be a willingness for all of us in the church to face 

the crisis head on and not be afraid of going where the 

Holy Spirit is leading us.      continued → 
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FAITH FORMATION  
       

 Haven't registered for Faith 

Formation gatherings yet?? P l e a s e 

do so as soon as possible! 

 

Opening day is Sunday, September 

16 with participation in 10:00 a.m. Mass followed by 

our family picnic on the parish grounds.  During 

Mass catechists will receive a blessing as they 

embark on sharing their faith with our children. 
 

Grades 1-5      begin Sunday, Sept. 23 at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Grades 6-8      begin Sunday, Sept. 30 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Grade  9 begins Sunday, Oct.  14 with   

  participation in 10:00 a.m. Mass  

  followed by meeting with Deacon  

  Paul Coletti until noon 

 

Grade 10 begins Sunday Oct. 14 with a  

  candidate and parent/guardian  

  meeting from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in Parish 

  Hall. 

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, David Giugno, Russ 

Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave 

Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, Mike Mauro, Michael Messom, Betty 

Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Theresa Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy 

Rivers, Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael Trumfio, and 

Jenny Weibel  
 

 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

Weekly Offertory Goal:   $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of August 18–19  $4,199.33* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations $1,353.33 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass   268 
 

*This represents a surplus of  $199.33  

above the weekly offertory goal.  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITING PRIESTS 
 

Please welcome Fr. Kevin Spicer and Fr. James Chichetto 

to our parish for the Celebration of the Eucharist the 

weekends of September 1 and 2 and September 8 and 9.  

 

Kevin Spicer, C.S.C., is the James J. Kenneally 

Distinguished Professor of History at Stonehill 

College, Easton, Massachusetts.  Father Kevin’s 

research centers on the relationship between the 

Roman Catholic Church and the German state 

under National Socialism.  Currently, he is working on a 

study on the relationship of Jews and Catholics in Germany 

from 1933 to 1945.  

 

James Chichetto, C.S.C., is a priest of the 

Congregation of Holy Cross. For four years, he 

worked as a missionary and educator in Peru 

and is currently an associate professor in the 

Communications Dept. He is the author of 

several books of verse and prose.   

  
 Feast of the Assumption of Mary       $477.00 

 Parishioners celebrating Mass           98   
 

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  
 

September 8/9 — Parish Maintenance  

September 15/16 — Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 

 We are disciples of Christ, not the pope, not the 

bishops, not the pastors, not the structures of the 

church.  That doesn’t mean we ignore the church or 

give up on it.  It means that, as part of our baptismal 

calling, we are bound to speak up when we see 

injustice and evil in the church. 

 Together, we are the body of Christ.  If we allow 

Christ to do so, he will continue to heal the wounds of 

the body of the church through our sorrow, our anger 

and our resolve.  Let us pray that now, after the recent 

revelations, the hierarchy of the church will not only 

recognize their role in spreading the disease of abuse 

throughout the body of the church, but in their sorrow 

and shame, they will take up the responsibility for  

implementing a real and lasting solution. 

FROM FR. FRAN (CONTINUED) 



UPCOMING EVENTS  

PARISH PICNIC 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 
 

    Please join our parish family in worship at 10:00 am 

Mass followed by a picnic on the parish grounds.  This 

yearly picnic is always a good chance to re-connect with 

families and friends of St. Matthias.  We welcome back all 

Faith Formation families and catechists on this day.  
      

     Join the Best Pie Contest.  Although all pies are great, 

we welcome you to submit a favorite home-made pie for a 

chance to win the Grand Prize for 

B e s t  P i e  a w a r d .  

Questions?  Contact the parish 

office at 508-460-9255.  

 

ROSARY RECITATION  
      

 Please join us in the Recitation of the 

Holy Rosary in the church on the first and 

third Wednesday of the month, starting 

September 19 at 6:00 p.m.  

 Let us pray for peace in our hearts, in 

our families, in our church and in our 

nation.  This is a time to pray for the healing of those on the 

prayer list and for all the intentions on the community 

prayer line and for any special intentions. Looking forward 

to praying with you. 

                                    Beth and Mike Vinci  

FOND FAREWELL TO OUR 

FRIENDS 

CHRIS AND SUSAN O’BRIEN 

      
      To honor our friends and fellow 

parishioners, Chris and Susan O’Brien, 

before they relocate to Florida in the 

fall, friends within the parish will be 

hosting a reception in the parish hall on 

September 8, 2018, following the 4:00 p.m. Mass.  

      

If you would like to take part in planning the event or if you 

would like to attend, please contact Darleen Doona at 

darleendoona@hotmail.com or 508-251-2442.    


