
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, September 1 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Sunday, September 2 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  
 

Monday, September 3 
 

  Parish Office Closed   

      Observance of Labor Day 
 

Wednesday, September 5 
 

  Shawl Ministry  

      Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, September 6 
 

  Choir Rehearsal   
      Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, September 8 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

   Marlborough Community Cupboard  

      Collection Bins at church entrances 
 

 Sunday, September 9 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

  Marlborough Community Cupboard  

      Collection Bins at church entrances 

  Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Chat  

      Classroom, 11:15 a.m.  

  St. Vincent DePaul Society Meeting   
      Downstairs Conference Room, 11:15 a.m.  

St. Matthias Parish  

           

     Office Hours  for the Week of September 2  
 

 Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

——————————————— 

The Parish Office will be closed  

Monday, September 3 — Labor Day  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, September 1—4:00 p.m. 

Frank and Leah Calore 

Eleanor Laspada 

Joseph Calore —  Memorial  
 

 Sunday, September 2 - 10:00 a.m. 

Nicole Decruz — Memorial  
 

Saturday, September 8—4:00 p.m. 

 William Bruce-Tagoe —  Birthday Memorial  
 

 Sunday, September 9 - 10:00 a.m. 

 People of St. Matthias   

Weekday Masses for the Week of  September 2 
 

There will be no Weekday Masses from  Monday, 

September 3 through Tuesday, September 11.  
 

Weekday Mass will resume on 
 

Friday, September 14 at 9:00 a.m.  

in the downstairs conference room  

    

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 8 and September 9 
 

 Isaiah 35:4-7A; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS 
 

 

Gathering:          

   
 

Preparation of Gifts:     
 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

Diverse in Culture 

Booklet # 3 pg. 16 
 

Christ, Be Our Light  

Hymnal # 512 
  

Taste and See 

 Hymnal # 827 
 

Go To The World  

Hymnal # 469 



 FROM THE DESK OF DEACON DOUG  

 Much is being said and written about the late Sen. 

John McCain. Something, of which he himself spoke 

some time ago, is so very relevant to much of the 

recent controversy surrounding the allegations and 

cover-up of sexual abuse in the Church. Once again 

people are asking, “Why remain a Catholic? Why do 

you stay?” McCain spoke of the courage to put the 

greater good above our own in referring to the 

political arena. Is that not also the very challenge of 

our baptism?  Dying,  for ourselves is never about 

simply going through the motions. It always takes 

courage and the conviction that this is what it means 

to witness to God’s unconditional love for us. We 

continue to do what we must for the most vulnerable 

of our world. It is painful to see what we have done to 

the Church of Jesus Christ! Unfortunately, in the mind 

of not too few, we have lost our credibility and the 

poor, the immigrant and those who live on the fringes 

will perhaps suffer the most. We are their voice, their 

hope, the very door opener to new life. 

One of the things I love most about this faith 

community is the way our leader and pastor Fr. Fran 

skillfully uses the parish bulletin as a means to teach, 

challenge and inform us, about what it really means to 

be a disciple of Jesus Christ. He doesn’t shy away 

from controversial subject matter, rather he honestly 

and openly expands upon it, so that, we all have a 

better understanding of what it means to be a 

Christian. Just recently he has addressed issues such 

as capital punishment, immigration and sexual abuse. 

Perhaps, the controversy swirling around us 

which makes us question so much, can in the final 

analysis, give us some deeper insight into what people 

of color, as well as those immigrants seeking a better 

life often go through. Maybe we come to a place 

where we can experience for ourselves the ugly 

consequences of prejudice, hatred and judgment. 

As much as some would say that it would be 

hypocritical for us to continue to speak out about 

issues which impact the quality of our lives, we must, 

for the sake of the least among us, do so. My stomach 

churned the other day when the president of this great 

country of ours, once again, maligned all immigrants. 

Concerning the murder of a young college woman he 

couldn’t resist the temptation to say in a speech that 

she was murdered by an undocumented immigrant. It 

never should have happened he said because he 

shouldn’t have been here. Are these murders only 

committed by immigrants? Why do we allow all 

immigrants to be painted with the same brush? My 

stomach churned because the very same week another 

man (not an immigrant but an American citizen) was 

arrested for the murder of his pregnant wife and two 

small children. There was no mention by the president 

about this man and we know why not.   This is not 

who we are. Somehow we must find the courage to 

work for the greater good rather than our own. 

McCain had also talked about a return to our senses 

that we are more alike than different. Notice he said a 

return to our senses not come to our senses. It reminds 

us that at some point we were a people who truly 

cared about one another. What happened? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2018                                  Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Weekly Offertory Goal:     $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of August 25, 26    $3,233.00* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations   $   685.00 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass      278 
 

*This represents a deficit of  $767 to meet the weekly 

offertory goal.  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
   

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  
 

September 8/9 — Parish Maintenance  

September 15/16 — Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 
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September 2, 2018                                   Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION  
       

     Faith Formation registrations 

continue to be accepted.  All families 

who were participants in Faith 

Formation during the past school year 

received copies of their children's 

information via mail in June.  Kindly 

verify the specific information for each child and make 

any changes in addresses, contact information both email 

and phone numbers. Please forward these forms and 

registration fees to the parish office or place in the 

collection basket during Mass. 

     Faith Formation begins Sunday, September 16 with 

participation in the Celebration of the Eucharist at 10:00 

a.m. followed by the parish picnic on the parish grounds. 

     The Faith Formation calendars are available to view 

on the parish website www.stmattpar.org/faith-

formation.     

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, David Giugno, Russ 

Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave 

Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, Mike Mauro, Michael Messom, Betty 

Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Theresa Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy 

Rivers, Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael Trumfio, and 

Jenny Weibel  
 

 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNTIY CUPBOARD 
 

     The St. Matthias Parish monthly Marlborough 

Community Cupboard food collection bins will be placed at 

the church entrances next weekend September 8 and 9, to 

support our Marlborough friends and neighbors. Products 

such as tuna, peanut butter, apple sauce and raisins make for 

nutritious options for after-school snacks for the children.  

ROSARY RECITATION  
      

 Please join us in the Recitation of the Holy 

Rosary in the church on the first and third 

Wednesday of the month, starting September 

19 at 6:00 p.m.  

 Let us pray for peace in our hearts, in our families, in 

our church and in our nation.  This is a time to pray for the 

healing of those on the prayer list and for all the intentions 

on the community prayer line and for any special 

intentions. Looking forward to praying with you.    

                    Beth and Mike Vinci  

OUR FATHER’S TABLE  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11   

NEW HOPE CHURCH — (204 MAIN ST.)  
  

    St. Matthias Parish community members will be 

hosting Our Father’s Table on Tuesday, September 11,  

beginning at 4:00 p.m. For details please contact Sue 

Dolesh via email:  daledolesh@gmail.com.   

WELCOME TO OUR VISITING PRIESTS 
 

Please welcome Fr. Kevin Spicer and Fr. James Chichetto 

to our parish for the Celebration of the Eucharist the 

weekends of September 1 and 2 and September 8 and 9.  

 

Kevin Spicer, C.S.C., is the James J. Kenneally 

Distinguished Professor of History at Stonehill 

College, Easton, Massachusetts.   

 

James Chichetto, C.S.C., is a Catholic priest 

and Professor of Communications at the 

Congregation of Holy Cross, located in 

Worcester.  

      

 
      
 

 

     The St. Matthias parish will hold the first choir 
rehearsal of the season on Thursday evening, 
September 13 at 7 p.m. in the church. 
      If you like to sing or play an instrument, please 
consider joining the choir.  New members are always 
welcome!                              Joyce Belliveau 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

 

CALLING ALL ST. MATTHIAS FAMILIES to picnic 

together on Sunday, September 16 following 10:00 am Mass 

on our parish grounds. 

     We have the best grillers of hamburgers, cheese burgers, 

hot dogs this side of the Mississippi.  You’ll enjoy an array 

of delicious side dishes and appetizers AND we have the 

best bakers of pies.  In fact the pie bakers are competing for 

the Best in Marlborough Award. 

     So...come, bring your appetizers or side dish, bring your 

favorite pie.  All grill food is offered from the parish as well 

as water and soft drinks. 

     There is a need for set up help after 4:00 p.m. Mass on 

Saturday and Sunday starting at 8:30 a.m.  Always, clean up 

goes very fast when there are many hands making work 

light. 

     If you are able to help in some capacity please call the 

parish office 508-460-9255 or email tsalafia@stmattpar.org.  

FOND FAREWELL TO OUR 

FRIENDS 

CHRIS AND SUSAN O’BRIEN 
      
      To honor our friends and fellow 

parishioners, Chris and Susan O’Brien, 

before they relocate to Florida in the fall, friends within the 

parish will be hosting a reception in the parish hall on 

September 8, 2018, following the 4:00 p.m. Mass.  

     Join us in celebrating our friends. Bring an appetizer 

or dessert to share.  

Thank You Corner 

 
 
 

     We would like to thank Deb Mockus-Estes who 

diligently conducted research to find replacement lamps for 

the chandeliers in the church. These new lamps, which will 

be installed soon, are LED and will last for many years 

without having to be changed. Thanks Deb! 
 

     Our deepest gratitude to Catherine Mockus, who made a 

very generous donation to cover the cost of the new lamps. 

The donation was made in loving memory of her husband, 

John Mockus. Thank you Catherine! 
 

     A generous, anonymous, donor graciously covered the 

cost of the 2019 lector workbooks. The donation was made 

in loving memory of parents Alice and Jim. Thank you so 

much for your support. 


