
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 
 

Saturday, December 8 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

    Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Marlborough Food Pantry Collection  

   Collection bins at church entrances 
  

 Sunday, December 9 
 

  Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

         Parish Hall/Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

        Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

   Parish Hall, Following Mass  

 Marlborough Food Pantry Collection  

   Collection bins at church entrances 

 Advent Pot Luck and Presentation 

   Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

Monday, December 10 
 

    Finance Council Meeting   

           Upstairs Conference Room, 7:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 12 
 

    Shawl Ministry  
           Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 13 
 

   Children’s Choir Rehearsal  

    Church 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.      

     Choir Rehearsal   
           Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 15 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

       Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

 Sunday, December 16 
 

  Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

         Parish Hall/Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

        Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

   Parish Hall, Following Mass  

St. Matthias Parish  

         

 Office Hours for the  

Week of December 9  
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  December 9 
 

                 Weekday Mass is will be held 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m. in the Downstairs 

Conference Room Chapel 

  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Advent Season Worship Aid can be found in 

the pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as 

well as our musical selections.  Lift your 

voices in celebration.    

     After use, please return the booklet to 

the book rack located in the pew.     

Thank You.       

Joan and David Martin 

Phyllis and Gene Balinksi  

    

  Gifts of Sanctuary and Altar Candles  

for the month of December are  

donated in memory of  
 

  

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, December 8 — 4:00 p.m. 

Claire Skrzypczak — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 9 — 10:00 a.m. 

Paul Meany — 17th Anniversary Memorial 

Mary Conroy — 6th Anniversary Memorial  

Joe Meany — Memorial   
 

Saturday, December 15 — 4:00 p.m. 

Robert Fischer — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 16 — 10:00 a.m. 

Patricia Hewitt — 3rd Anniversary Memorial 
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 FROM FR. FRAN 

Many thanks to all who participated in our annual 
Christmas Crafts Fair last Saturday.  The huge success is 

attributed to many, many people working in front of and 

behind the scenes and to all who supported the Fair with 
their presence. As always, this event was a highlight of our 

year together. 

 Fall is rapidly turning into winter and with it let me 

thank all who participated in our Five for Fall campaign.  
Over the past few weeks, a number of folks came forward 

to pledge a 5% increase or more in their weekly donations.  

Our ministries will be thriving with the new members who 
came forward during the season, and I hope each of us 

continues to give five minutes each day to pray for our 

parish and for the Church throughout the world.  If you 
haven’t participated in Five for Fall, there is still time.  Fall 

doesn’t officially end until the winter solstice on December 

21!  Envelopes are available at the church entrances.  

 All the pieces are coming together in our quest to install 

a new air-handler for the parish hall.  This involves 

asbestos removal, dismantling of the old air-handler, and 

installation of the new one.  In the meantime, with the 
winter upon us, the temperature in the parish hall may get a 

bit chilly until  the installation is complete, so let me 

apologize for the inconvenience. 

 The restroom in the upper church is also going through 

some renovations.  There has been some leakage and 

damage due to the age of the fixtures.  Once again, thank 

you for your patience as this work goes on. 

Some folks have been asking about our Grand Annual 

Collection, which we usually kick off during the fall 
season.  With our Five for Fall Campaign taking up the 

autumn months, we decided to move  our most important 

fund raiser of the year to the first months of 2019.  Look 

for more information coming soon.  In the meantime, if 
you would like to give an end of the year gift to St. 

Matthias Parish, please drop your donation into the 

collection basket and mark it appropriately.  You can do 
this anytime before January 1st.  The one exception is at the 

Christmas Masses, when all donations will go to the Clergy 
Fund Society of the Archdiocese of Boston.  This annual 

Christmas Collection provides for the needs of the retired 

and infirmed priests of the Archdiocese.  Your generosity 

to this collection and to our parish is greatly appreciated. 

Please join in our special Advent gathering this Sunday 

at 6 PM in the Church Hall.  The theme will be Welcome 

the Stranger,  a very timely topic.  We are very fortunate 

to have Kevin Dowd a doctoral candidate in theology and 

education and Mr. Mario Alzuhairi who was a teenage 

refugee from Iraq and Syria for this presentation.    

As I mentioned last week, so often when we speak of 

refugees, it’s easy and unfortunate to see them not as 

individual persons but as a group or “caravan”. I’m sure 
that listening to Mr. Alzuhairi’s story will give us a new 

perspective on what it is to flee from a situation where your 

very life is in constant danger of being snuffed out by 

violence. 

Again, I would like to encourage every parishioner to 

attend this important dialogue. It is our responsibility as 
disciples of Christ to welcome the refugee.  Time and time 

again both the Old and New Testaments tell us to do so.  

We should also remember that Jesus himself, along with 
Mary and Joseph, fled into Egypt as refugees, when they 

got wind of Herod’s plot to kill Jesus. Sunday’s gathering 

will provide us an opportunity to put a face on the 

immigration crisis so that we won’t fall prey to fear and 

falsehoods. 

 

December 9, 2018                                                                  Second Sunday of Advent  

Weekly Offertory Goal:     $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of December 1 and 2  $3,848.50* 

 Of that amount WeShare donations   $   474.00  
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass                  308 
 

*    This represents a deficit of $151.50 from the weekly goal.   

 

 

 

December Special Collections 
 

December 8 and 9 — Parish Maintenance  
 

December 24 and 25 — Clergy Health and Retirement  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
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December 9, 2018                                                                  Second Sunday of Advent  

 FAITH FORMATION  
 

 Faith Formation meetings for Sunday, December 9 are 
as scheduled: 

  

 Grades 1-5       8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
  

 Grades 6-10     6:00 p.m.   

     Advent Pot Luck Supper and presentation  
     by Kevin Dowd and Mario Alzuhairi 

  

    Thank you to our Faith Formation participants in Grades 

1 through 5 for spending Sunday afternoon making 20 
centerpieces for the Christmas luncheon at the 

Marlborough Senior Center.   These children also created 

hand-print wreaths to adorn various areas in and around the 
church for Christmas. Faith Formation participants in 

Grades 6 through 8 were on hand to assist in distributing 

materials and monitoring the hot chocolate and sweets 

table.  Thank you. 
  

     Melissa Auclair and Kelly Skoog led this service project 

for the children and their families.  Thank you for your 
ideas and work. 

 

 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, Joseph 
Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, W. 

Joseph Doyle, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, Russ Hokanson, 

Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay 

McNeill, Mike Mauro, Michael Messom, Betty Montgomery, 
Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Theresa 

Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, Kathleen 

Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael Trumfio, Ronald Vaudreuil and 
Jenny Weibel  
 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

ADVENT POT LUCK SUPPER AND PRESENTATION 

DECEMBER 9 AT 6:00 PM 
 

     Please mark your calendars:    
 

     “WELCOME THE  STRANGER” is the theme of this 
presentation given by Kevin Dowd and Mario 

Alzuhairi.   Kevin is a doctoral candidate in theology and 

education.  His research interests include religion and 

public education, inter-religious dialogue and bullying in 
schools.  Mario is a 21 year old college student living in 

Worcester who will share his personal story of being a 

teenage refugee from war-torn Iraq and Syria.  Kevin will 
lead us in putting Mario’s story in conversation and 

Scripture, Church teaching, traditions, and public policy 

as we together draw wisdom for enrichment in our own 
faith. 

   Those attending this evening are invited to bring a main 

dish, salad or dessert.  Kindly notify the parish office, 

508-460-9255 or tsalafia@stmattpar.org, with the food 
item you choose to bring.  

    This evening will include prayer, supper and 

presentation. In the spirit of giving, a collection basket 
for  deodorant and combs will be set up and given as gifts 

to the attendees at the annual Christmas dinner 

celebration at Our Father’s Table.   

 TIS THE SEASON TO DONATE 

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 
 

     Our monthly food collection bins will be placed at the 

church entrances this weekend, December 8 and 9.  Just in 

time to help our neighbors through the holidays.     

     In addition to donating food items, some of the 

services that the Cupboard provides and which you may 

assist with are the donation of personal hygiene items and 
pet food. Other options include clothing, on-line donations to 

feed a family and food delivery to homebound seniors 

through our Senior Mobile Market program.  Check out the 
United Way website: https://www.uwotc.org/MCC for more 

information.  Thank you.  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for Third Sunday of Advent  

December 15 and December 16 
 

Zephaniah  3:14-18A; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR REHEARSAL  

 

     The Christmas Children’s Choir will meet on 

Thursday evening December 13 from 6:30 —7:30 p.m. 
in the church. The adult choir rehearsal will 

continue to meet on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.   
     If you haven’t signed up and would like 

to join the Choir, either adult or child,  

you’re welcome to join us on Thursday 
evening.    

https://emailmg.startlogic.com/sqmail/src/compose.php?send_to=tsalafia@stmattpar.org


  

Christmas Bazaar Thank You 
 

     On behalf of the Christmas Bazaar Co-Chairs, Cindy 

Roberge and Diane Peterson, congratulation and a huge 

thank you to everyone who gave of themselves through their 
time, talent and treasure that led to the success of this year’s 

Christmas Bazaar.  A list of volunteers and winners will be 

detailed in a future bulletin.  The gross earnings totaled 
$9,750.00. Net amount will be determined after expenses are 

taken into account.  Thank you all.  
   

Thank you from the St. Matthias Greens Team 
     The St. Matthias Greens Team sends thanks all of you 
who contributed to our table at the Christmas Bazaar.  We 

would not be able to produce such lovely arrangements 

without your donations of greens, berries, ribbons and 
containers.  Thanks too, go out to those who attended the 

bazaar and purchased an arrangement from the table.  We 

hope that you enjoy your purchase throughout the 
Christmas season! 
 

Thank you from the Basket Raffle Team 
     We’d like to extend a very sincere thanks to all who 

donated baskets for the Basket Raffle Table.  So many 

people remarked that the array of baskets this year was the 
best ever.  That is due to the creativity and generosity of 

our parishioners. Thank you also to all who purchased 

chances on the baskets.  A list of winners will be in an 

upcoming bulletin insert.  Thank you all for making the 
Basket Raffle such a huge success.  

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

ST . MATTHIAS PARISH  
 

     Monday, December 24 

 4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass   

7:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 25 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Mass 

   COFFEE AND CONVERSATION  
  

     Every Sunday after the 10:00 AM Mass, parishioners 

are all welcome to gather in the Parish Hall for Coffee and 
Conversation.  The coffee social is an opportunity to 

connect with friends and fellow parishioners and to 

welcome new parishioners to our community. Take a little 
time this month to stop by, even for a few minutes, to say 

hello and enjoy some donuts and coffee.    

 While the Coffee Social is 

complimentary, your small donations and 
attendance, go a long way to ensure these 

gatherings continue to grow and be a 

meeting place for all.     
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