
Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 
Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 
Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 
Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 
and the choosing of godparents. 
 
Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 
Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 
or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 
anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 
the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 
details. 
 
Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 
or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 
you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   
  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     
  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

 

Saturday, January 19 

• Celebration of the Eucharist  
       Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday, January 20 

• Celebration of the Eucharist  
       Church, 10:00 a.m. 

• Coffee Social  
   Parish Hall, Following Mass  

 

Monday, January 21 

•   Parish Office Closed   
           Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

Wednesday, January 23 

•   Shawl Ministry  
           Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, January 24 

•     Choir Rehearsal   
    Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Saturday, January 26 

• Celebration of the Eucharist  
       Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday, January 27 

• Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   
       Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

• Celebration of the Eucharist  
       Church, 10:00 a.m. 

• Faith Formation Grade 9 and 10 —Mass 10:00 
a.m.  

      Church / Classrooms, 10:00 a.m.—Noon  

• Coffee Social  
   Parish Hall, Following Mass  

• RCIA Meeting  
   Classroom, Following Mass  

• Faith Formation Grade 6 through 8 
   Parish Hall, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.  
   
 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  January 20 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 
 

For the most recent updates, please check 
the website and voice message  

on the Parish Office phone. 
  

  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

       The Worship Aid  for Ordinary Time can be found 
in the pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as 
well as our musical selections.  Lift your voices in 
celebration.    
      After use, please return the booklet to the book 
rack located in the pew.          

        Thank You.       

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, January 19 — 4:00 p.m. 

Susan DiAngelo — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, January 20 — 10:00 a.m. 

Marie Winske — 4th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Monday, January 21 — 9:00 a.m. 

Barbara Jean Zipes Glass — 9th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Saturday, January 26 — 4:00 p.m. 

Ellen Ryan — 1st Anniversary Memorial  

John Ryan 
 

 Sunday, January 27 — 10:00 a.m. 

St. Matthias Parish Community  

St. Matthias Parish 

      Office Hours for the Week of January 20 
 

 

Tuesday and Thursday 
 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  

 
Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
  

Monday January 21 

Parish Office will be closed  

In observance of  

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 



 Last Sunday I was doing some errands while the 
Patriots were playing the Chargers.  To keep up with the 
score I consulted my phone and its trusted voice assistant, 
Siri.   On my first check Siri said that the Patriots were 
“ahead of” the Chargers. The next time I checked the 
Patriots were “pounding” the Chargers. A few minutes 
later Siri told me that the Patriots were “annihilating” the 
Chargers.  While I chuckled to hear Siri’s descriptions of 
the game, it did bring home the fact that we often use 
rather violent words and terms when describing athletic 
competitions. 

I don’t think this kind of language is unique to sports.  
Think of the way in which some people describe folks they 
don’t understand or like.  “I hate him”.  She’s “good for 
nothing”. Think of the racist language that has been 
bubbling up in our culture over the last few years. 

What is happening in our society when a member of 
congress sees nothing wrong in using terms that whiff of 
white nationalism?  And then there are the tweets and 
statements that emanate from the holder of the highest 
office in the land. 

I think its awfully easy to follow the pack on this.  For 
deep down, each of us probably harbors some sort of 
prejudice, jealousy, or fear of being left behind.  Our 
words and actions often betray our feelings without us 
even noticing that what we’ve said or done could be 
hurtful or harmful. I know I’m guilty. How about you? 

As Catholic Christians, we are called to rise above all of 
this.  Our model, of course, is Jesus Christ. He was a man 
of peace, even as he faced the violence of the cross. He 
especially welcomed the outcast, the sinner, the ones 
whom society looked down upon.  As the scriptures say, 
he was in the form of God but did not cling to that.  He 
took on our form and frame with all of its joys and 
sorrows.  He came to tell us that no race is superior to 
another, that God loves all people equally. 

This week we will once again celebrate the memory of 
a man who worked to bring the message of Christ to his 
work on behalf of people of color in our nation.  While 

Martin Luther King, Jr. bore the marks of a flawed human 
being, just as we all do, he communicated a sense of 
justice and equality that can never be given by a law or a 
government of the earth. Like so many who have gone 
before him and those who will come after, he suffered for 
the convictions of his faith. 

Perhaps this is a good time for each of us to take a look 
deep inside our hearts.  How have we lived out the Gospel 
message of love, forgiveness, mercy and justice?  Are we 
willing to sacrifice our own comfort so that others may 
have their basic needs met?  Do we see the stranger as a 
threat to us and our way of life?  How do we respond to 
people with different beliefs, whether we encounter them 
on social media or in person?  As Christians can we ever 
be content or complicit when someone calls another 
human being an “illegal alien” as if their human worth 
depends upon the papers in their wallet? 

In the end, maybe it’s good that we say our sports teams 
“crush”, “destroy”, or “annihilate” their opponents.  Let’s 
get this kind of talk out of our system as armchair 
quarterbacks rather than as disciples of Christ. And, oh 
yeah……Go Pats! 

 

  

January 20, 2019                                                        Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

FROM FR. FRAN 

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of January 12 and 13  $3,710.05 

 Deficit of $289.95 from the weekly goal.  

     Of that amount WeShare donations     $1,295.55  
 

Parish Maintenance Collection      $1,745.00 

 Of that amount WeShare donations     $   555.00  

 Parishioners celebrating Mass            290  
 

  January Special Collections 
 

January 26 and January 27 — Church in Latin America 
 

     Next Week’s Special Collection  

     Next week’s special collection supports the Church in 
Latin America (CLA). The CLA provides support for 
pastoral projects in financially poorer dioceses in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. CLA funds catechetical and lay 
leadership programs, youth ministry, evangelization 
programs, and formation programs for religious, priests, and 
deacons. CLA is making it possible for the Catholic faithful 
in the Western hemisphere to help each other. Please visit 
www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/latin
-america/index.cfm for more information. 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
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 FAITH FORMATION  
 

   As a reminder, Faith Formation meetings will resume 
next week on Sunday, January 27 as follows: 

 

 Grades 1-5              8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Grades 6-8              6:00 – 7:15 a.m. 

 Grades 9-10 (Confirmation I and II) 

       Participation in 10:00 a.m.   

       Mass followed by coffee social  

       and meetings until noon. 

 RCIA meeting following Mass — Classroom  

 

 

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, Joseph 
Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, W. 
Joseph Doyle, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, Russ Hokanson, 
Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay 
McNeill, Mike Mauro, Judy McManus, Michael Messom, Betty 
Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 
Natoli, Theresa Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy 
Rivers, Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael 
Trumfio, Ronald Vaudreuil and Jenny Weibel  
 
 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 
pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 

January 26 and January 27 
 

Nehemiah 8:2-4A; 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 

January 20, 2019                                                      Second Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Coffee Social Appreciation Celebration  
Judy McManus 

February 10, 2019  
 
 
 

     The parish community wishes to invite you to the 
February 10 — Coffee Social following the 10:00 a.m. 
Mass to celebrate Judy McManus.  Judy has recently 
retired as Director of Music after 31 years of 

dedication to the parish.   Mark your 
calendar for this time of appreciation of 
Judy.   
 

  

  The parish has mailed out the 2019 Grand 
Annual packets to those parishioners who are 
on the parish mailing list.  If you are not on 
our mailing list,  Grand Annual information 

packets  are available at the church entrances, for 
your convenience.  If you would like to be added to the 
mailing list, Parishioner Registration forms are available at 
the church entrances and can be completed online. If you 
need information, please call the office at 508-460-9255.   
  Your generous donations are a true blessing to the 
parish and a testimony to your belief and faith that as a 
parish we work together towards a common goal—to share 
in the ministry of Christ.  Thank you for your monetary 
donation and more importantly your prayers for our parish 
community.   

2019 GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION  

 RCIA – RITE OF CHRISTIAN 

INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 

     Have you ever wondered, or has someone asked you, 
what RCIA is and who participates in it? 
     The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of 
faith formation to prepare individuals to participate fully in 
the Catholic Church through the reception of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist.  In a friendly and relaxed setting 
participants  are encouraged to ask questions and enter into 
discussion related to ones living out the Catholic faith.  A 
process of inquiry, learning, prayer and reflection enables an 
individual to discern if he/she continues forward to the 
sacraments. 
 

Who participates in RCIA? 
** Unbaptized adults or those who have been baptized 
  in another Christian Church 
** Baptized adult Catholics who have not received    
  Confirmation and Eucharist 
** Children older than seven who have not been   
  baptized or who have been baptized but not   
  received Eucharist. 

  
     Please email Theresa Salafia at tsalafia@stmattpar.org or 
call the parish office at 508-460-9255. 
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  St. Vincent dePaul Update 
by Dale Dolesh, President of the  

St. Matthas Chapter of SVdP 

 
 Your St. Vincent de Paul conference is almost 2 years 
into helping those in need in Marlborough. From April 2017 
to the end of September 2018 we spent $19,000 assisting 
those in need.  We made 88 visits to assess how we could 
best assist the needs and in the process helped 212 people. 
 Two recent visits resulted in some unusual assistance. A 
father whose fiance is currently in the hospital fighting 
cancer was looking for assistance with the Verizon cable bill.  
He and his fiance have two children together and also a boy 
from her previous marriage. The Verizon cable is important 
because this boy is autistic and the cable helps keep him in a 
calm state. 
 We also are in the process of helping a young girl with a 
disease (no cure) which retards growth and causes easily 
broken bones. In a wheelchair most of the time, she is 
seriously in need of water therapy which is not covered by 
insurance. We are working with an agency to find the most 
reasonably priced water therapy program. 
 Some of the other assistance we have provided: glasses, 
dental services, rent assistance, utilities, food and clothing 
and auto insurance payment. At Christmas we provided 
dinner boxes to 21 families. In addition, we work with our 
"friends" to work their way through the paperwork for 
agencies which can give them some assistance. 
 We thank you for your past financial assistance and 
prayers. We hope you will continue to consider us for 
future contributions. We also are looking for more 
parishioners who would like to help us with our efforts. We 
will be having an information night, so look for more 
information about it in upcoming bulletins. If you would 
like more information right now, you can attend one of our 
meetings or contact Dale Dolesh (daledolesh@gmail.com). 

PAPER RECYCLE COLLECTION BIN  

  
 The parish will no longer be receiving paper recycling 
services.  The company that was picking up the recycling 
has, unfortunately, discontinued service and the bin will be 
removed in the next couple of weeks.  
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