
Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 

then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  

 jmsweetums@aol.com  

Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 

 jbbelle@comcast.net 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, March 16 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

   Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  

  Parish Hall following Mass  
 

  Sunday, March 17 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

  Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Triduum Meeting  

  Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 9 and 10 

  Mass followed by Meeting to 12:00 Noon  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8 

  Parish Hall, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, March 20 

 Rosary Recitation 

    Church, 6:00 p.m. 

 Shawl Ministry  

    Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 St. Vincent dePaul Society Meeting 

    Parish Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 21 

 Choir Rehearsal   

   Church, 7:00 p.m.  
 
 

Friday, March 22 

 Lenten Penance Service and First Reconciliation Grade 2  

   Church, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, 23 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

   Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

  Sunday, March 24 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

  Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Chat Session  

  Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 9  

  Mass followed by Meeting till 12:00 Noon  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8 

  Parish Hall, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  March 17 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 
 

  

For Mass updates, please check the website 

and voice message  

on the Parish Office phone. 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

WORSHP BOOKLET 
 

 The Worship Aid  for the Lenten Season can be found 

in the pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as well 
as our musical selections.  Lift your voices in celebration.    

 After use, please return the booklet to the book rack 

located in the pew.                 Thank You.    

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, March 16 — 4:00 p.m. 

Patrick and Carmella Mauro — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, March 17 — 10:00 a.m. 

Maureen Curley — Memorial  

  

Saturday, March 23 — 4:00 p.m. 

Irene M. Chevrette — 3rd Anniversary Memorial  
 

 Sunday, March 24 — 10:00 a.m. 

Katherine Gould —  1st Anniversary Memorial  

St. Matthias Parish 

      Office Hours for the Week of  

March 17 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for the Third Sunday of Lent  

March 23 and March 24 
 

Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 



A Lenten Letter From Cardinal Sean 
With this week’s bulletin you will find a letter from 

Cardinal Sean O’Malley which details his thoughts on the 

current state of the abuse crisis in the church, along with 

his reflections upon the recent Vatican summit, and an 
announcement of a program to report abuse by a bishop of 

the church. I encourage you to read through this important 

letter.  And, during this Lenten season,  please pray for 
healing and peace to all those who have suffered abuse in 

their lives, especially at the hands of trusted clergy, 

teachers, and others in positions of authority. 
 

E mails, Texts and Scams  

 As I mentioned in last week’s bulletin, there is an e mail 

scam circulating in parishes across the country where the 
scammer, posing as the pastor of your local parish, asks for 

“emergency” gift cards for someone in the hospital or in 

need.  Often the request is for an iTunes gift card. (I’m not 
sure what constitutes an iTunes emergency.) The scammer 

will then ask for your personal information. 

 This scam has been going on for at least a year.  It has 
been documented throughout the United States and 

Canada.  The Archdiocese of Boston is aware of this. This 

time, in addition to sending bogus e mails, the scammers 

are also sending text messages.  I learned this from one of 
our parishioners who showed me the text she received last 

week. So, please be warned.  This is currently happening 

within our own parish community. 
 Be assured that I will never text you or e mail you with 

a request for money or gift cards.  Be sure to check the e 

mail address of the sender posing as me.  I have only one e 

mail address through the par ish website: 
frobrien@stmattpar.org. (The scammers usually use a g-

mail account.)  If you do receive one of these scam e mails/

texts, please let me know.  You can drop me a line at the 
above e mail address. 

 Speaking of e mail, we are having some problems with the 

delivery of e mail to our parish accounts, mine specifically. I 
ask for your patience as we look into the issue. 

 

The Scrutinies of Lent for the Elect 
 Last Sunday catechumens all over the world 

experienced the Rite of Election, presided over by their 

local bishops. Our catechumen, Cassandra, traveled with 

members of our RCIA team to Immaculate Conception 
Church in Malden where Cardinal Sean presided over the 

Rite of Election for all the catechumens in the archdiocese.  

This was a major step as she journeys toward her baptism, 
which we will celebrate at this year’s Easter Vigil. 

Lent becomes an intensive time of prayer for the 

catechumens, now called the Elect, as they look forward 
toward their initiation.  The church calls it their “Period of 

Purification and Enlightenment”. Lent in fact began as a 

time specifically for the Elect, and over the years the 

tradition of a period of preparation before Easter spread to 
all the baptized. 

An important rite that is celebrated with the Elect 

during Lent is called a Scrutiny.  There are three of them 
and they occur on the 3rd through 5th Sundays of Lent.  

Each Scrutiny is designed to ask God’s help as the Elect 

strive to eliminate what is sinful in their lives and become 
closer to the way of the gospel.  Each Scrutiny involves 

prayer of exorcism (not what you’re thinking!).  This 

prayer asks the Holy Spirit to drive from the elect anything 

that would keep them from living a life close to God and in 
service to God’s people. We will celebrate the First 

Scrutiny with Cassandra next weekend at the 10 AM Mass.  

Please keep her in your prayers. 
 

 

March 17, 2019                                                            Second Sunday of Lent   

FROM FR. FRAN 

Weekly Financials for March 9 and 10 

Weekly Goal $4,000.00 
 

Offertory Collection         $3,724.55  

 A deficit of $275.45 from the weekly goal.   

 Of that amount WeShare donations     $   870.55 
 

Parish Maintenance          $1,857.00 

     Of that amount WeShare donations     $  100.00 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass            282   
  

   

Special Collections for March  
  

Parochial Schools Collection  March 23 and 24 
 

Special Collections for April 
  

Parish Maintenance     April 13 and 14  

Holy Land Shrines—Good Friday          April 19  

Easter Collection:     April 21 

    Clergy Health and Retirement Trust  

St. Vincent dePaul Society Collection  April 27 and 28  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
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 FAITH FORMATION  
 

  

Faith Formation meetings for Sunday, March 17 are: 
 

 Grades 1 through 5         8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 

 Grades 9 and 10                10:00 - Mass followed by 

          meeting until noon in the 
          classrooms.  

 Grades 6 through 8             6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
 

           

Confirmation candidates are reminded to submit their 

Confirmation name and Sponsor documentation.  
 

Children in Grade 2 will receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation on Friday, March 22 during our parish 
Lenten service.  Service will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 

church.  
 

Faith formation schedule for Sunday, March 24 are:  
 

 Grades 1 through 5         8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 
 Grade 9       10:00 - Mass followed by 

          meeting until noon in the 

          classrooms 
 Grades 6 through 8             6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 

Pray fo r the   

He al in g of  th e  s ic k  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, Joseph 

Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, W. 

Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, 
Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ Hokanson, Emma 

Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, 

Mike Mauro, Maura McGuinness,  Judy McManus, Michael 
Messom, Betty Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, 

Jennifer Natoli, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, 

Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, 

Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, Phil Verdino and Jenny 
Weibel. 

 Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

  As the Grand Annual continues, thank you for helping to 
make our Parish financially stable by achieving our annual 

goal.   
 

Our numbers to date:    

  Grand Annual Goal           $80,000  
 

Total Pledged      $46,540 

Total Received      $40,210   
Total to Reach Goal     $33,460 

Number of Families Pledged        92 
 

    To make your pledge or contribution, envelopes are 
located at the church entrance.  You may also visit our 

website to give on-line through our WeShare program.  

Thank you for your monetary donation and more 
importantly, your prayers for our parish community.   

2019 GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION  
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES 

(CRS) R ICE BOWL 

 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 

     Catholic social teaching inspires and guides how we are to 

live and work in the world. In this principle, Option for the 

Poor and Vulnerable, Jesus tells us to give special care to 
those who are most in need. He reminds us of our Christian 

duty to listen closely to those who often go unheard and to 

help those most vulnerable. 

     For more than 2 years now, Annet and her siblings, who 
she is raising since her parent’s death,  have been living in 

Bidi Bidi, one of the world’s largest refugee settlements in 

Uganda. While Annet is happy to be away from the violence 
she fled in South Sudan, life in Bidi Bidi is hard. That’s why 

CRS is building houses for families like Annet’s. A place to 

call home means Annet can rest a little easier at night knowing 

her family is safe.  CRS is also helping Annet learn to farm 
and is giving them the tools they need to succeed. Annet was 

given her own plot of land to plant on so she will be able 

to continue providing for her siblings.  With the help of 
CRS, Annet’s future looks hopeful. 

THANK YOU TO OUR  

FAITH FORMATION STUDENTS  
 

      Thank you to our Middle School Faith Formation 

students for creating placemats for the guests who attend  

Our Father’s Table, as well as, providing bread and 
desserts for their dinners on March 12. Saint Matthias 

Parish hosts dinner for guests every other month on a 

regular basis as part of a community service that includes 

many other churches and organizations in the 
Marlborough community.   

Triduum 
     The bulletin insert from last week listing volunteer 

opportunities for the Paschal Triduum is available at the 

church entrances. Members of the Triduum Preparation 
Team will be available at the back of the church following 

masses this weekend to answer any questions you may 

have.  You may drop your completed forms in the basket, 

return them to the office or give them to one of the team 
members.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration in 

helping out. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

      St. Matthias Parish will be holding a Bereavement 

Support Group on a regular basis, every other week on 
Thursdays. The next meeting will take place on 

Thursday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the downstairs 

conference room. Anyone interested should contact 

Deacon Doug at 508-460-9255.   

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY DURING LENT 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M.  
 

 During the Season of Lent all are welcome 

to join each Wednesday evening beginning at 

6:00 p.m. in the Church for the Recitation of 

the Rosary. 

CORI PROCESSING  
 

     CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) 
Processing is required by The Boston Archdiocese. All 

clergy, all parish staff and all volunteers (18 years of age 

and older) who minister to or have the potential for 
unmonitored access to children, youth, elderly or the 

disabled undergo an annual CORI check each year. We 

will be processing CORI forms next weekend March 

23-24. When handing in your form, please have a 
government issued form of ID, such as a driver’s license, 

available for a CORI coordinator to view. A new form 

must be completed even if you have already filled out a 
form for a school or other organization this year. We will 

also collect the acknowledgement forms for the Code of 

Ministerial Behavior for the Archdiocese of Boston at 
this time as well. Please bring both forms with you for 

processing. If you have any questions please contact 

Diane Balinski at dbalinski@comcast.net. 

Lenten Penance Service with  

First Reconciliation for Grade 2  

Friday, March 22 at 7:00 PM — Church  

 
     As we continue our Lenten journey you are invited to 
join the St. Matthias Parish community, with the First 

Reconciliation students, for a special time of prayer 

reconciliation and healing. Individual confessions will 

be heard. Come by yourself, come as a family, or invite 
a friend who has not experienced the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation in some time. The Sacrament of Penance 

is an experience of God’s gift of boundless mercy. Not 
only does it free us from our sins, but it also challenges 

us to have the same kind of compassion and forgiveness 

for those who may have sinned against us.   


