
 Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
Diane Balinski, Office Manager 
 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
James Cannava, Maintenance 
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 

 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday,  July 13 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection 

  Bins located at the church entrances 
  

Sunday, July 14 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection 

  Bins located at the church entrances 

 Coffee Social 
 

Monday, July 15 

 Finance Council Meeting  

 7:15 p.m. Upstairs Conference Room 

 

Wednesday, July 17 

 Shawl Ministry  

    Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
  

 Thursday, July 18 

 Bereavement Group 

    Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday,  July 20 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

Sunday, July 21 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  July 14 
 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday at 

9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 
 

  

For Mass updates, please check the 

website and voice message  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, July 13 — 4:00 p.m. 
   

Betty Montgomery 

Memorial 
 

 Sunday, July 14 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

Ralph Vacca 

1st Anniversary Memorial 
 

Saturday, July 20 — 4:00 p.m. 

Susan DiAngelo 

Birthday Memorial 
   

 

 Sunday, July 21 — 10:00 a.m. 

Yvonne Barias 

Memorial 

St. Matthias Parish 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

MUSIC SELECTIONS 

JULY 13 — JULY 14 
 

 

Gathering:     At the Table of Jesus 

       Booklet #12 
 

Preparation:    Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 

       Hymnal #721 

 

Communion:   Life Giving Bread, Saving Cup 

       Hymnal #8271 

 

Recessional:    Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race 

       Booklet #9 
 

    The Worship Booklet for Ordinary Time contains Mass 

responses as well as our musical selection. Please return the 

booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of Mass. 

     Gifts of Sanctuary and Altar Candles and the  

Altar Bread and Wine  

  for the month of July are donated 

in loving memory of  
 

William Bruce-Tagoe 

Office Hours for the Week of July 14 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

The office is closed Wednesdays and Fridays. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

July 20 and July 21 
 

 

1st Reading:  Genesis 18:1-10A 

2nd Reading: Colossians 1:24-28 

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 



 Not being a fan of the summer heat, I always enjoy 

those periods of cooler weather that come through, such as 

we experienced earlier in the week.  It’s great to open up 

the windows and feel the breeze.   

When I was growing up there was a local Boston 

weather reporter named Don Kent who had a fantastic 

name for the summer coolness which I will never forget.  

He called the phenomenon “clear, cool, crisp, invigorating, 

summer polar air”. We sometimes use another phrase that 

sums up what the breeze can do when we say “it’s like a 

breath of fresh air” You get the point.   

Sometimes, like the air, life itself can become heavy or 

stagnant.  It might seem like we have to endure storm after 

storm.  Our country and the world community in general 

seem to be going through one of those periods.  The news 

can get overwhelming.  Just hearing the reports of the 

treatment of immigrant children at our border can be quite 

distressing, and then we read the endless stream of stories 

about abuse, gun violence, corruption, hate and incivility.  

Where is the fresh air in all of this? In fact, where is God in 

all of this? 

People of faith have been looking at the world and 

asking this same question for millennia.  The Book of 

Psalms is full of the  questioning of  God’s presence in a 

world full of injustice. There is a pattern in these poems 

and sayings from the scriptures that is most helpful for us 

as well. 

The authors are not afraid to confront God and name the 

injustice of the moment, often questioning God’s 

involvement, or seeming lake thereof.  It’s a no holds 

barred kind of opening.  After the author has gotten all that 

out, there is most often a moment that shifts the whole 

perspective.  There is an acknowledgement that, although 

the present looks dreary, God has seen the people through 

in the past, never abandoned them to darkness, lifted them 

through tragedy, and brought them to newness of life aka a 

“ breath of fresh air”.  The author vows at the end of the 

discourse to trust in God and plow through the present 

moment.  Good advice for us too! Perhaps the Book of 

Psalms should be on our summer reading list this year, 

especially when the news is heavy and disheartening.   

Of course you will find the Book of Psalms in the Old 

Testament section of any translation of the bible, however,  

another great experience would be to go on line and 

“google” something like “psalm meditations” or such.  

There are many great videos that use wonderful imagery to 

open up the psalms.  It may be even more life-giving and 

rewarding than watching another You Tube video of cute 

kittens! Here’s a bit of psalm 139, a good place to start. 

 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from far away.  

You search out my path and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways.  

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

O LORD, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit? 

Or where can I flee from your presence?  

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
If I take the wings of the morning 

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me,   

and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

 

July 14, 2019                                                        Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

FROM FR. FRAN 

 

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection- June 29, 30        $3,797.05 

  Deficit of $202.95  towards the weekly goal 

  Of that amount WeShare donations                $605.55 

  Parishioners celebrating Mass                          264 
 

Offertory Collection  - July 6,7     $3,301.05 

  Deficit of $698.95 towards the weekly goal 

  Of that amount WeShare donations                 $325.55 

  Parishioners celebrating Mass       248 

Special Collection 

Parish Maintenance—July 13, 14 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
 

Please welcome into our faith 

community  

 

Taylor Elise Nannery 

Raylyn Miette Stupak 

 

Saturday, July 20 during the 4:00 p.m. Celebration 

of the Eucharist.   

 

Together let us keep Taylor and Raylyn and their 

families in our prayers. 
 



July 14, 2019                                                          Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 FAITH FORMATION  
       

Registration  

 Re-registration packets were mailed 

to families who participated in Faith 

Formation this past year. Your prompt 

response is greatly appreciated as it 

helps in planning, ordering materials, 

and scheduling activities.  If you have 

questions or need clarifications about 

Faith Formation please contact Theresa 

Salafia at tsalafia@stmattpar.org or 

call the parish office at 508-460-9255. 

 If you have not received a registration packet please 

call the Parish Office at 508-460-9255. If you are new to 

Faith Formation at St. Matthias, please find the registration 

packets at the back of the church on the bulletin board or 

on the bulletin board  downstairs in the Parish Hall.  

 

Classes  for the 2019-20 Faith Formation year will begin 

on Sunday, September 22, 2019 with Mass at 10:00a.m. 

and Parish Picnic. 

Confirmation 2020 

 Bishop Robert Reed’s office has 

notified us that he will confirm our 

2020 candidates on Sunday, May 24 

at 10:00 a.m.  Please mark your 

calendars for this date and time.  

 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, 

Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, Joseph 

Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Fay DiNitto, Dale 

Dolesh, W. Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, David 

Giugno, Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ Hokanson, 

Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, 

Doreen Martin, Kay McNeill, Pat McNeil, Mike Mauro, 

Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, Michael Messom, 

Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Mary and 

Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Theresa Perry, 

Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, 

Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, Phil Verdino and Jenny 

Weibel. 
 

  

 Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

SUNDAY COFFEE SOCIAL  

FOLLOWING 10:00 A .M. MASS  
 

     Throughout the year, the St. Matthias parish  

parishioners, friends and visitors are welcome to enjoy 

coffee, donuts and conversation in the parish hall.  This 

weekly gathering is hosted by volunteers of the parish.  

While the food and coffee is complimentary, donations 

toward the weekly event are most appreciated.  Come 

down after Mass during the summer, and take time to 

visit with one another in a relaxed and friendly  

environment.    

     If you would like to volunteer to host on a Sunday, 

please contact the parish office.  

SHAW ’S BAG PROGRAM 
 

Need a bag to bring to the beach?  Shaws has one that can 

help you, help others and help the environment!  Purchase 

a $2.50 reusable GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag 

at the Shaw’s store located at 509 Boston Post Road, 

Sudbury during the month of July.  St. Matthias’ Our 

Father’s Table will receive a $1 donation for every bag 

purchased. 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul  

    

 

 

 

  The next St. Vincent de Paul July meeting is Wednesday, July 
17 at 7:00p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 Mark your calendars for the annual SVdP Friends of the Poor 
Walk on Saturday, September 28 at 10:00a.m. You can register 
to walk at www.fopwalk.org.  Just search for the event  in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts and click on the button labeled 
“Register to Walk”. 

 If you are interested in learning more about how you can 
help, please email Dale Dolesh at daledolesh@gmail.com.  

mailto:tsalafia@stmattpar.org
mailto:daledolesh@gmail.com


School Supplies Drive 
     For over 25 years the United Way 

of Tri-County has been collecting and 

distributing school supplies to 

children and youth in the greater 

Marlborough area, distributing 

approximately 800 backpacks each 

year.  We are helping them with our 

annual “Tools for Schools” collection 

on July 20/21 and July 27/28. 

     Lists of requested items may be found at the church 

entrances.  Some of the items include backpacks, pens, 

pencils, colored pencils, crayons, glue sticks, scissors and 

notebooks.  Gift cards from Target, Wal-Mart, and Staples 

are always welcome if you don’t have time to shop. 

     This is a wonderful opportunity for you to truly make a 

difference in the life of a child. Thank you in advance for 

your generosity. 

     Volunteers are also needed to assist with sorting supplies 

and assembling backpacks, picking up donations and 

delivering backpacks to community agencies.   

     For more information please contact Barbara LaGrenade, 

Director of Volunteerism, United Way of Tri-County at 508-

370-4902 or via email at barbara.lagrenade@uwotc.org. 

 

RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation 
 

 

 

 

     If you or anyone you know is interested in seeking 

baptism in the Catholic Church or the completion of 

sacraments of initiation please speak with Fr. Fran, Deacon 

Doug, Deacon Paul or contact Theresa Salafia, Faith 

Formation Director at the parish office, 508-460-9255 or 

tsalafia@stmattpar.org.  We welcome the opportunity to 

discuss this process with you and be with you during your 

discernment of RCIA. 

     RCIA The Rite of Christian Initiation is a process 

whereby persons seeking to be baptized in the Catholic 

Church journey in prayer and conversation with members 

of the RCIA team. Those persons who request baptism are 

called catechumens and are welcomed into the Catholic 

Church during the Easter Vigil when they are baptized, 

receive Eucharist and are confirmed. Other persons who 

have been baptized in the Catholic Church or in another 

Christian Church and never received Eucharist or 

Confirmation also join in prayer and conversation with the 

RCIA team.  Those requesting full initiation into the 

Catholic Church with the reception of Eucharist and 

Confirmation are usually welcomed during the Easter 

season. 

RCIA 


