
 Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
James Cannava, Maintenance 
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 

 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, September 7  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

  Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  

  Bins located at the church entrances  
   

Sunday, September 8 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Chat Session  

  Classroom, 11:00 a.m.   

  Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  

  Bins located at the church entrances  
 

Monday, September 9 

 Finance Council Committee Meeting  

    Upstairs Conference Room, 7:15 p.m 
 

Tuesday, September 10 

 Our Father’s Table  

     New Hope Church—204 Main St., 4:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, September 11 

 Shawl Ministry  

     Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, September 12 

 Choir Rehearsal  

    Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 Bereavement Group  

    Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, September 14 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
    

Sunday, September 15 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

Weekday Masses for the Week of September 8 
 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 
 

 For Mass updates, please check the website 

and voice message  

on the Parish Office phone. 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, September 7 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

William Bruce-Tagoe 

Birthday Memorial 
 

 Sunday, September 8 — 10:00 a.m. 

Memorial  
 

 Frank and Leah Calore 

Eleanor Laspada  

Joseph Calore 
 

Saturday, September 14 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Salvatore and Mildred Ponterella 

Memorial 
 

 Sunday, September 15 — 10:00 a.m. 

Donald Ackroyd 

Memorial  
 

St. Matthias Parish 

 

Office Hours for the Week of September 8 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Office is closed on  

Wednesday and Fridays 

 

 

    
 

Gifts of Sanctuary and Altar Candles  

for the month of September are  

donated in memory of  
 

Frank and Leah Calore  

Eleanor Laspada  

Joseph Calore 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  

SEPTEMBER 7 AND SEPTEMBER 8  
 

Gathering Song    We Journey Together In Christ  

             Booklet # 6 
 

Preparation Rite    The Love Of The Lord   

     Hymnal # 680 
 

Communion     Deep and Lasting Peace  

          Booklet # 18 
 

Recessional     Take Up Your Cross   

            Hymnal # 690 
 

    The Worship Booklet for Ordinary Time contains Mass 

responses as well as our musical selections. Please return 

the booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of Mass.  



Over the last few years, scientists have clinically 

studied one particular human activity and have 

concluded that it affords multiple physical and 

psychological benefits.  This drug-less miracle 

activity is now described as a natural anti-

depressant, is proven to lower level of stress, 

regulate heartbeat, and improve mental alertness.  On a 

psychological level, this activity boosts your confidence, 

broadens communications skills, and can even widen your 

circle of friends, all the while increasing your life 

expectancy.  So what is this activity? Any guesses? 

This “miracle drug” is – drum roll – singing in a 

choir!  Yes, it’s scientifically proven that joining a choir 

has enormous benefits to your health and well-being.   

You might ask where you can get yourself some of this 

musical medication.  Well, it just so happens that St. 

Matthias’ Choir holds rehearsals Thursday evenings!  

Please see our choir director Joyce Belliveau after any 

weekend mass for details.  If you’ve ever thought of 

joining a choir, now is the time.  You will make new 

friends and tune up your physical and emotional health at 

the same time.  No weight training or heavy aerobic 

exercise required!   

Now that Labor Day has come and gone, a new season 

of activities has begun.  Here at St. Matthias Parish the fall 

will be full of opportunities for participation in the life of 

the parish and the wider community.  Faith Formation is 

about to start up for our parish youth.  We are also looking 

to offer a number of adult faith formation sessions as 

well.   

Our annual beginning of the season Parish Picnic is 

just around the corner, complete with a baking competition 

which always brings out the creativity in our parishioners.  

This year the contest will be for the best homemade 

cupcake. Yum. Can’t wait!   

September also holds our St. Vincent Society’s 

annual Walk for the Poor.  All the details are found 

elsewhere in the bulletin.  Our Finance Council will  

 

distribute and explain our end of the 2019 fiscal year  

report during the month as well.  

October activities  include our annual Blessing of the 

Animals in honor of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Also, plans are underway for our parish wide Yard Sale 

which will take place in the middle of the month.  Now is 

the time to take a deep dive into your attics and basements 

and see what gems you are willing to part with. Remember, 

“if it doesn’t give you joy”, it’s time to pass it on to the 

next person. Our 2020 Grand Annual Campaign will be 

kicking off during these weeks as well.  

When you are looking through your closets this fall for 

those winter garments, don’t forget about donating some of 

your gently used or new items to our yearly clothing drive 

which benefits the great work of the folks at St. Francis 

House in Boston.  

Two of our most powerful liturgical and spiritual 

moments of the year will also occur during the fall season.  

In October we will celebrate our annual communal sharing 

in the Sacrament of the Sick for all those who wish to 

participate in the healing and peace the sacrament brings. 

Then, in November we will celebrate our yearly Mass of 

Remembrance. This moving and powerful event 

welcomes those families that have lost loved ones during 

the year to a special Sunday celebration of the Eucharist, 

where we lift up their loved ones in prayer and express our 

support as a parish for those who are grieving. It is 

followed by a breakfast in the parish hall. 

The season nears its closing with our celebration of the 

Eucharist on Thanksgiving Day, when we will thank God 

for all we have been given, and collect for our local food 

pantry. Then the church year comes to its end with the 

liturgical celebration of the Feast of Christ the King 

during the final weekend of November.  

With these, and so many other ongoing ministries and 

events, we look forward to a full and faith filled few 

months ahead! 

  

September 8, 2019                                            Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FROM FR. FRAN 

        

Special Collection  

Clergy Health and Retirement  

September 14 and 15  
 

     Next week’s second collection supports the 

retirement, medical and financial needs of priests of 

the Archdiocese of Boston. On behalf of all of our 

priests, thank you in advance for your generosity. For 

more information, please visit the Archdiocese of 

Boston website:    www.clergyfunds.org  

 

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR THE OFFERTORY 

COLLECTION ON AUGUST 31 AND SEPTEMBER 1  

WILL BE POSTED IN NEXT WEEK’S BULLETIN  

DUE TO THE LABOR DAY HOLIDAY.  
    

Special Collections in September  
 

Parish Maintenance — Sept. 7 / 8  

Clergy Health and Retirement Trust—Sept. 14 / 15  



September 8, 2019                                            Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 FAITH FORMATION        

  

 Faith Formation gatherings begin Sunday, September 

22 with participation in 10:00 a.m. mass followed by our 

parish picnic on the parish grounds.  This picnic is a 

wonderful way to renew friendships at the start of school 

and church gatherings. 
 

 

First Gathering Dates:  
    

  September 29 — 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

   Grades 1 through 5  
 

  October 6 — 10:00 a.m. Mass with meeting  

    until Noon in Downstairs Conference  Room  
   Grade 9 — Confirmation I  
   

  October 6 — 6:00 p.m.—7:15 p.m.   
   Grades 6, 7 and 8 (Parish Hall)  
 

  October 20 — 10:00 a.m. Mass with meeting  

    until Noon in Downstairs Conference  Room 

   Grades 10—Confirmation II  
 

     The Faith Formation calendars for the year are 

available on-line. Log onto the St. Matthias Parish 

website www.stmattpar.org.  Click button labeled Faith 

Formation Calendars on the Home Page.     

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, 

Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, Joseph 

Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Fay DiNitto, W. 

Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, 

Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ Hokanson, Emma 

Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen 

Martin, Kay McNeill, Pat McNeil, Patrick Mauro, Maura 

McGuinness, Judy McManus, Michael Messom, Theresa 

Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Mary and Bob 

O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Theresa Perry, Joan 

Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, 

Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, Paul and Jenny Weibel. 
 

 Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

Parish Picnic 

SAVE THE DATE!  

Sunday, September 22, 2019  
 

Please join our parish family in Celebration of 

the Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. followed by a picnic 

on the parish grounds.  Re-connect with families 

and friends of the St. Matthias community.  
 

Activities for the Day 
 

Food and Beverage  

Face Painting 

Lawn Games 
  

Bake your favorite Cupcakes 

 to share and enter the  

Cupcake Contest  
 

We welcome back all Faith Formation families  

and catechists on this day.  
 

Sign-up sheets are located at the church 

entrances this weekend and next weekend.  

OUR FATHER’S TABLE  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 — 4:00 P.M.  
 

      St. Matthias Parish will host the upcoming Our Father’s 

Table at New Hope Church, 204 Main Street Marlborough 

on Tuesday, September 10 beginning at 4:00 p.m. Your 

help with serving, cooking or baking is greatly appreciated. 

This work provides an opportunity to serve our neighbors in 

the community.  

     For details or to volunteer, please contact Sue Dolesh via 

e-mail:  daledolesh@gmail.com. 

 MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

COLLECTION — SEPTEMBER 7 AND 8  
 

      Our monthly food collection bins are placed at the 

church entrances this weekend September 7 and 8.   

School’s open so lunch items are essential.  
      Suggested items: canned soup, tuna fish, peanut butter, 

jelly, sugar, ready to eat boxed meals, etc. Donations of 

personal hygiene items and pet food are also welcome.  

Other options include clothing, on-line donations to feed a 

family and food delivery to homebound seniors.  Please 

visit the United Way website: https://www.uwotc.org/

MCC for more information.   

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time  

September 14 and September 15 
 

    First Reading:      Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 

Second Reading:      1 Timothy 1:12-17   

              Gospel:       Luke  15:1-32 



ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  

FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK  
 

Join the St. Vincent DePaul Society, on their biggest 

fundraiser of the year, Friends of the Poor Walk 

(FOP), on Saturday, September 28, 2019.  The 

fundraiser walk meets at the Immaculate Conception 

Church and walks along with the Immaculate 

Conception SVdP Conference on  the  Marlborough to 

Hudson section of the Assabet River Rail Trail, for 

approximately 3 miles.  The walk begins at 10:00 a.m. 

(registration begins at 9:30 a.m.). 

Please consider joining our community effort to 

help those in need.  You may sign-up to be a walker 

yourself and request donations or donate to a 

walker.  

Instructions to sign-up to be a walker: 

Visit the website: FOBwalk.org. 

Find Register to Walk at an Event Near You. 

Scroll to and click on “Massachusetts” in the 

“Choose your state” box and click on “Next”. 

Type Marlborough in the “Keyword Search” box. 

Click “Register to Walk” in the Marlborough FOP 

Walk box. 

Under BENEFICIARY, you must click “Choose 

Beneficiary”.  On the next page, “Massachusetts” 

should be selected, click on “Choose a Diocese” 

and click on “Archdiocese of Boston”. Begin 

typing “matt” in the “Narrow Your Search” box. 

When St. Matthias comes up, click “Select”. 

Fill in your contact information. 

Once, you have registered to walk, begin asking 

friends and relatives if they would like to be a part 

of your effort by donating to your walk. 
 

NOTE: If you register to walk before August 15, you 

can choose to receive a free t-shirt. 
 

Instructions to donate to a walker: 

Call the Parish Office to ask who is walking in the 

FOP Walk (or watch for a future bulletin article). 

Visit the website: FOBwalk.org. 

Under WALKERS in the “Find a Walker” box 

enter a walker’s name and click on “Search”. 

Click on “Donate to Walker” in the walker’s box, 

enter your information and donate your chosen 

amount by credit/debit card. 


