
 Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
James Cannava, Maintenance 
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 

 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
Saturday, October 5 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
    

Sunday, October 6 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classroom, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

         with Liturgy of the Word for Children  
  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Faith Formation Grade 9 — Confirmation I  

  Mass10:00 a.m./Downstairs Conference Rm. 11:15 — Noon  

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Blessing of the Animals  

  Church Portico, Noon   

 St. Vincent dePaul Society Meeting  

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8  

  Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.  
 

Monday, October 7 

 Finance Council Meeting  

     Upstairs Conference Room, 7:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, October 9 

 Shawl Ministry  

     Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
  

Thursday, October 10 

 Choir Rehearsal  

    Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 Bereavement Group  

    Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, October 12 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

  Knights of  Columbus—Tootsie Roll Drive 

  Church Entrances, following Mass  
    

Sunday, October 13 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

  Knights of  Columbus—Tootsie Roll Drive 

  Church Entrances, following Mass  

 

Weekday Masses for the Week of October 6 
 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 
 

 For Mass updates, please check the website and 

voice message on the Parish Office phone. 
   

    

St. Matthias Parish 

 

Office Hours for the Week of October 6 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Office is closed on Wednesday and Friday 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  

OCTOBER 5 AND OCTOBER 6 
 

Gathering Song    We Walk By Faith  

          Hymnal # 583 
 

Preparation Rite    To Live Your Word  

 Booklet # 11 
 

Communion     Bread of Life From Heaven  

       Hymnal # 803 
 

Recessional         From This Table  

 Booklet # 9   

 
    The Worship Booklet for Ordinary Time contains Mass 

responses as well as our musical selections. Please return 

the booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of Mass.  

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, October 5 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Alice Robertson  

4th Anniversary Memorial 

 

 Sunday, October 6 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

Ernest J. Winske, Jr.  

Memorial  

 

Saturday, October 12 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

 St. Matthias Parish Community  

 Prayer Intentions 

 

 Sunday, October 13 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Betty Montgomery  

6th Month Anniversary — Memorial  

 



Blessing of Animals 
 

 This weekend we celebrate our animal 

companions with a prayer service and 

blessing at 12 noon in the courtyard 

between the church and the parish office.  

This blessing of animals has become a 

tradition in many parishes over the last 

few years.  It is celebrated around the first weekend of 

October in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, whose feast day 

is October 4.  While Francis is primarily revered as a 

champion of the poor and a rebuilder of the Church, his 

love for all of creation is what has linked him forever with 

our animal companions.  So, as we celebrate them this 

weekend, let’s also unite our hearts with Francis in love of, 

and service to the poor, as well as care for the fragile planet 

we call home. So, come join in the celebration with your 

pets at noon on Sunday! 
 

Adult Faith Formation Series 
 

 I mentioned in a recent bulletin article that our Parish 

Pastoral Council has been discussing topics for an Adult 

Faith Formation series.  I am happy to announce that our 

topics have been chosen and dates set.  Theresa Salafia and 

Deacon Russ Morey will be shaping the evenings and 

finding us speakers.  The three topics came out of a 

number of discussions the PPC has had over the last few 

months.  The first topic will be about change and how we 

negotiate change in a healthy Christian way. We all 

navigate so many changes in our lives, from changing jobs, 

to changing relationships, to dealing with the changes of 

aging and changes within our church.  The PPC felt that 

this would be an especially important topic as we begin to 

explore the changes that will be upon us as we move 

towards becoming a Pastoral Collaborative with St. 

Michael Parish in June of 2021. 

  

     The second topic we will explore revolves around our 

political responsibilities as Catholic Christians.  This is an 

important topic as we move into an election year.  So much 

of our political discourse is based on emotion or 

partisanship that we often overlook what our faith tells us 

about our role in the marketplace.  The church has a rich 

tradition of social justice based on discipleship.  We will 

explore how Jesus calls us to serve in our civic world by 

serving God in one another. 

 The third evening will explore the richness of 

Catholicism among people from other countries and 

traditions.  This topic arose at the PPC as we discussed 

how we can become rather isolated, or parochial, in our 

view of the Church.  There is a richness to Catholicism that 

goes far beyond the boundaries of our parish and nation. 

Oftentimes misunderstandings and even resentment can 

occur when we see folks as “other”.  This session is 

intended to help us understand and celebrate the many 

ways people celebrate their Catholicism in other cultures.    

     Look for details of these meeting in upcoming bulletins.    
  

Parish-wide Meeting 
 

      Several years ago we held a parish-wide meeting to 

discuss the health of our parish and to answer parishioners’ 

questions.  Our parish staff is happy to announce that on 

Sunday November 24 we will once again gather as a parish 

to discuss our common life together.  Our topics this time 

will include issues surrounding our Pastoral Collaborative 

with St. Michael’s in Hudson, which will begin in June of 

2021, along with the financial health and ministerial 

programs of our parish. This forum will be a great 

opportunity to discuss the important issues we face 

together as a community.  I encourage every parishioner to 

set aside this time to gather together. 

  

October 6, 2019                                            Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FROM FR. FRAN 

 

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection - September 28 and 29    $3,264.50  

     Weshare data was not posted at the time of printing    

Parishioners celebrating Mass September 28-29    295       
 

  

  Special Collection—October  

Parish Maintenance       October 5 and 6 

Holy Father and Missionary Efforts  October 12 and 13 

World Mission Sunday      October 19 and 20  

St. Vincent dePaul Society     October 26 and 27   

  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Eighth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time  

October 12 and October 13 
 

 

    First Reading:      2 Kings 5:14-17  

Second Reading:      2 Timothy 2:8:13 

              Gospel:       Luke 17:11-19  



October 6, 2019                                            Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 FAITH FORMATION        

  

     Our first day of Faith Formation for children in 

Grades 1-5 was a great success.  Our catechists are 

dedicated to sharing their faith.  Our families are 

dedicated to helping the children grow in the love of 

Jesus.  Together, as a community of faith, let us pray that 

we all grow in "wisdom, age and grace" this year. 
 

Faith Formation meetings for October 6, 2019  
 

Grades 1 through 5   

  October 6 — 8:30 a.m. — 9:45 a.m.  

   Meet in the Classrooms/Parish Hall  
  

Grades 6, 7 and 8    

  October 6 — 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.   
   Meet in the Parish Hall 
 

Grade 9 — Confirmation I  

    10:00 a.m. Mass with meeting until Noon with  

      Deacon Paul in the Downstairs Conference Room  
 

Grades 10—Confirmation II — First meeting with be 

held on October 20, 2019 10:00 a.m. Mass with meeting 

until Noon in Downstairs Conference Room   

 

 

 The Faith Formation calendars 

for the year are available on-line. 

Log onto the St. Matthias Parish 

website www.stmattpar.org. Select 

Faith Formation, then Educational 

Programs.    

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…   
 
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, 

Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, Joseph 

Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Fay DiNitto, W. 

Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, 

Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ Hokanson, Emma 

Johnston, Alice Kimball, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave 

Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Kay McNeill, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, 

Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Jean 

Peltak, Theresa Perry, Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew 

Tivnan, Pedro Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, 

Paul and Jenny Weibel. 
 

 Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

St. Mathias Job Opportunity  

Maintenance /Custodian PT 

      St. Matthias Parish is currently interviewing for a part-

time Custodian, four days a week 8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. to 

maintain the parish buildings and property.  Responsibilities 

include projects such as painting, general carpentry, basic 

masonry, etc. The candidate should be able to work evenings 

and weekends as needed, have the ability to lift up to 75 lbs 

and have reliable transportation.   

 The complete job description links are available on the 

St. Matthias Parish website, on indeed.com, craigslist and 

bostoncatholic.org.  

     For further information, please contact the Parish Office at 

508-460-9255.   

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  
Sunday, October 6, 2019 — Noon  

Church Portico  
 

“All praise to you, Oh Lord,  
for all these brother and sister creatures.”  

 

     In remembrance of Saint Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day 

and his love for all creatures, we celebrate and bless our  

family pets on Sunday, October 6 at 12:00 p.m. on the 

front portico of the church.  Snacks will be available for 

both pets and humans.   

Knights of Columbus  Tootsie Roll Drive  
October 12 and 13   

 

     The Knights of Columbus will be holding the “Tootsie 

Roll Drive” next weekend October 12 and 13 in an effort to 

help people with intellectual and physical disabilities. 

Monies collected not only helps those with disabilities but 

also, in partnership with the Special Olympics,  assists with 

their programs and supports the work of many other non-

profit associations. Please help the Knights help others with 

your donation toward the Tootsie Roll Drive.  Representative 

will be at the church doors after masses the weekend of 

October 12 and 13.    

Pack 24 Marlborough 

Calling all Boys and Girls 

Grades K-5 to Join Cub Scouts! 

Come sign up at  
 

Immaculate Conception School- Meehan Hall 

Monday, October 7 — 6:00 – 7:30 PM 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/celebrating-saint-francis-of-assisi/


O C T O B E R  2 6  A N D  O C T O B E R  2 7   

        
     The Anointing of the Sick will be held during 

weekend masses October 26 and 27.   

     Participants will be anointed with oleum 

infirmorum/Oil of the Sick (olive oil or another pure 

plant oil blessed by the bishop).  The anointing is 

available to anyone seeking comfort, peace, and 

courage as they journey through an illness or a difficult 

time in their lives.  

SUNDAY , NOVEMBER 10, 2019 
 

     The annual Mass of Remembrance will be celebrated 

on Sunday, November 10, 2019. This annual celebration 

provides us with the opportunity to join with all our 

fellow parishioners who have lost a loved one in the past 

year, to remind them that we continue to care for them 

and walk with them. The Art and Environment Committee 

will be busy creating a proper and dignified pictorial 

memorial that will be located in the foyer of the church 

starting November until the first Sunday of Advent. It will 

display pictures of all of those whose funerals were 

celebrated here at St. Matthias in the past year. 

Additionally, we also include parishioners whose loved 

ones died this past year and their funerals were celebrated 

outside of St. Matthias.  

       As we have in the past, we want to display these 

pictures as part of the memorial and include them in the 

book of the dead and roll of names to be read aloud at the 

Mass of Remembrance on November 10.  If you have lost 

a loved one since last November and the funeral was 

celebrated outside St. Matthias, please be sure to contact 

Deacon Doug as early as possible at 508-460-9255 with 

the information.  We ask that all photos be submitted by 

October 22 via email admin@stmattpar.org or drop 

off in the parish office to allow the Art and Environment 

Team ample time to plan and put the display together.    

 Following the Mass of Remembrance all are invited to 

a breakfast reception in the Parish Hall.  

 

Mass of Remembrance  


